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§I.^U'AVING  thus,  to  the  beft  of  our  power,  chap. 

JTX  given  a faithful  and  exa61:  detail  of  every  _ j 
material  event,  in  which  Great-Britain  was  con-  1756. 
cerned  either  at  home,  or  in  her  fettlements  abroad, 
during  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  v/e  fhall  now  return  to 
Europe,  and  endeavour  to  explain  the  beginning  of 
a bloody  war  in  Germany,  which  then  feemed  to 
have  become  the  chief  objeft  of  the  Britifii  councils. 

On  the  eve  of  a rupture  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, it  was  natural  for  his  Britannick  Majefiy  to 
provide  for  the  fafety  of  his  Eledoral  dominions, 
the  only  quarter  by  which  he  was  at  all  acceflible  to 
the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  who  he  forefaw  would  not 
fail  to  annoy  him  through  that  avenue.  Fie,  at  that 
time,  flood  upon  indifferent  terms  v/ith  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  who  was  confidered  as  a partifan  and  ally 
of  France  ; and  he  knev/  that  the  Houfe  of  Auflria 
alone  would  not  be  fufficient  to  fupport  him  againfl 
two  fuch  powerful  antagonifls.  In  this  emergency, 
he  had  recourfe  to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  who,  in 
confequence  of  a large  fubfidy  granted  by  England, 
engaged  to  furnifli  a flrong  body  of  forces  for  the 
defence  of  Hanover.  His  Prufiian  Majefly,  flartled 
at  the  conditions  of  this  treaty,  took  an  opportunity 
to  declare  that  he  would  not  fuffer  foreign  forces  of 
'any  nation  to  enter  the  empire,  either  as  principals 
or  auxiliaries  : a declaration  which  probably  flowed 
from  a jealoufy  and  averfion  he  had  conceived  to  the 
court  of  Peterfburgh,  as  well  as  from  a refolution 
he  had  formed  of  ftriking  fome  great  flroke  in  Ger- 
many, without  any  rifque  of  being  reftridled  or  con- 
trolled. He  knew  he  fhould  give  umbrage  to  the 
French  King,  who  had  already  made  preparations 
for  penetrating  into  Weflphalia : but  he  took  it  for 
granted  he  fhould  be  able  to  exchange  his  con- 
nexions with  France  for  an  alliance  with  Great-Bri- 
tain, which  would  be  much  kfs  troublefome,  and 
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BOOK  much  more  produftlve  of  advantage : indeed,  fucli 
an  alliance  was  the  neceffary  confeqiience  of  his  de- 
claration.  Had  his  Britannick  Majefty  made  a re- 
quifiion  of  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries,  he  inuilhave  ex- 
pofed  himfelf  to  the  refencment  of  a warlike  Mo- 
narch, who  liovered  on  the  fkirts  of  his  eledcorate  at 
the  head  of  one  hundred  and  forty  tlioufand  men, 
and  could  have  fubducd  the  whole  country  in  one 
week  ; and  if  he  forebore  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Czarina,  he  did  not  know  how  foon 
the  King  of  Pruffiia  might  be  reconcileti  to  his  mofi: 
Chriftian  Majefty’s  defign  of  invafion.  As  for  the 
Emprefs-Queen,  her  attention  was  engroffied  by 
fchemes  for  her  intereh:  or  prefervation ; and  her 
hands  fo  full,  that  fhe  either  could  not  dr  would  not 
fulfil  the  engagements  ffie  had  contradled  with  her 
former  and  firmeft  allies.  In  thefe  circumfbances  the 
King  of  England  fought  and  obtained  the  alliance 
of  Pruffia,  which j to  the  beft  of  our  comprehen- 
fion,  entailed  upon  Great-Britain  the  enormous  bur- 
' then  of  extravagant  fubfidies,  together  with  the  in- 
tolerable expence  of  a continental  war,  without  be- 
ing productive  of  one  advantage  either  pofitive  or 
negative  to  England  or  Hanover.  On  the  contrary 
this  connection  threw  the  Emprefs-Queen  into  the 
arms  of  France,  whofe  friendfhip  fhe  bought  at 
the  expence  of  the  Barrier  in  the  Netherlands,  ac- 
quired with  infinite  labour,  by  the  blood  and  trea- 
fure  of  the  maritime  powers : it  gave  birth  to  a 
confederacy  of  defpotick  princes  ; fufficient,  if  their 
joint  force  was  fully  exerted,  to  overthrow  the  liber- 
ties of  all  the  free  Rates  in  Europe ; and,  after  all, 
Elanover  has  been  over-run,  and  fubdued  by  the 
- enemy ; and  the  King  of  Pruffiia  put  to  the  ban  of 
the  Empire.  All  thefe  confequences  ai^e,  we  appre- 
hend, fairly  deducible  from  the  refolution  which 
his  Pr.uffiian  Majefty  took,  at  this  junClure,  to  pre- 
cipitate a war  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  The 
apparent  motives  that  prompted  him  to  this  meafure 
: .3  we 
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we  fhall  prefently  explain.  In  mean  time,  the 
defenfive  treaty  between  the  Emprefs-Queen  and 
France  was  no  fooner  ratified,  than  the  Czarina  was 
invited  to  accede  to  the  alliance,  and  a private  Mi- 
nifter  fent  from  Paris  to  Peterfburgh,  to  negociate 
the  conditions  of  this  acceffion,  which  the  Emprefs 
of  RufTia  accordingly  embraced:  a circumftance  fo 
agreeable  to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  the  Mar- 
quis de  L’Hopital  was  immediately  appointed  Am- 
baflador  extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiaiy  to  the 
court  of  Ruflia.  Applications  were  likewife  made 
to  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Turin,  foliciting  their 
concurrence;  but  their  Catholick  and  Sardinian  Ma- 
iefties  wifely  refolved  to  obferve  a neutrality.  At 
the  fame  time,  intrigues  were  begun  by-the  French 
emiflaries  in  the  fenate  of  Sweden,  in  order  to 
kindle  up  a war  between  that  nation  and  PruiTiaj 
and  their  endeavours  fucceeded  in  the  fequel,  even 
contrary  to  the  inclination  of  their  Sovereign.  ’ At 
prefent,  a plot  was  difcovered  for  altering  the  form  of 
government,  by  increafing  the  power  of  the  Crown; 
and  feveral  perfons  of  rank  being  convi6led  upon 
trial,  were  beheaded  as  principals  in  this  confpiracy. 
Although  it  did  not  appear  that  the  King  or  Queen 
were  at  all  concerned  in  the  fcheme,  his  Swedihi  Ma- 
jefly  thought  himfelf  fo  hardly  treated  by  the  Diet, 
chat  he  threatened  to  refign  his  royalty,  and  retire 
into  his  own  hereditary  dominions.  This  defign 
was  extremely  difagreeable  to  the  people  in  general, 
who  efpoufed  his  caufe  in  oppofition  to  the  Diet,  by 
Vi^hom  they  conceived  themfelves  more  oppreiTed 
than  they  fhould  have  been  under  an  unlimited 
monarchy. 

§ II.  The  King  of  Pruflia,  alarmed  at  thefe  for- 
midable alliances,  ordered  all  his  forces  to  be  com- 
pleted, and  held  in  readinefs  to  march  at  the  firft 
notice ; and  a report  was  induftrioufly  circulated, 
that  by  a fecret  article  in  the  late  treaty  between 
Fraf|ce  and  the  Houfe  of  Aullria,  thefe  two  powers 
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B o o K had  obliged  themfelves  to  deftroy  the  Proteflant 
Religion,  and  overturn  the  freedom  of  the  Empire, 
by  a forced  ele6lion  of  a King  of  the  Romans.  The 
cry  of  Religion  was  no  impolitick  meafure ; but  it 
no  longer  produced  the  fame  effe<T  as  in  times  pall. 
Religion  was  made  a pretence  on  both  fides : for  the 
parti  fans  of  the  Emprefs- Queen  infinuated,  on  all 
occafions,  that  the  ruin  of  the  Catholick  faith  in 
Germany  was  the  principal  object  of  the  new  alliance 
between  .the  Kings  of  Great- Britain  and  PrufTia. 
It  was  in  confeqiience  of  fuels  fuggeftions,  that  his 
Eritannick  Majefty  ordered  his  electoral  minifler  at 
the  Diet  to  deliver  a memorial  to  all  the  minifters  at 
Ratilbon,  exprefhng  his  furprife  to  find  the  treaty 
lie  had  concluded  with  the  King  of  Pruffia  induftri- 
oufly  reprefented  as  a ground  of  apprehenfion  and 
umbrage,  efpecially  for  religion.  He  obferved,  that 
as  France  had  made  open  difpofitions  for  invading 
the  eledlorate  of  Elanover,  and  difturbing  the  peace 
of  the  Empire ; that  as  he  had  been  denied,  by  the 
Emprefs-C^een,  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in  treaties 
of  alliance  i and  as  he  was  refufed  affiftance  by  cer- 
tain States  of  the  Empire,  who  even  feemed  dif- 
pofed  to  favour  fuch  a diverfion;  he  had,  in  order 
to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions,  to 
eftablifh  peace  and  tranquillity  in  the  Empire,  and 
maintain  its  fyftem  and  privileges,  without  any 
prejudice  to  Religion,  concluded  a defenfive  treaty 
wth  the  King  of  Pruffia:  that,  by  this  inftance  of 
patriotick  zeal  for  the  v/elfare  of  Germ.any,  he  had 
done  an  effential  fervice  to  the  Emprefs-Queen, 
and  performed  the  part  which  the  head  of  the  Em- 
pire, in  dignity  and  duty,  ought  to  have  acted: 
that  time  would  demonftrate  how  little  it  was  the 
intereil  of  the  Emprefs-Queen  to  engage  in  a ftridt 
alliance  with  a foreign  power,  which,  for  upwards 
of  two  centuries,  had  ravaged  the  principal  pro  vinces 
of  the  Empire,  maintained  repeated  wars  againlt 
tlie  Arcnducai-EIoufc  of  AiiRria,  and  always  en- 
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deavoured,  as  it  fuited  her  views,  to  excite  diflruft 
and  diffention  among  the  Princes  and  States  that 
compofe  the  Germanick  body. 

§ III.  The  court  of  Vienna  formed  two  confide- 
rable  armies  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia;  yet  pre- 
tended that  they  had  nothing  in  view  but  felf-pre- 
fervation,  and  folemnly  difclaimed  both  the  fecret 
article,  and  the  defign  which  had  been  laid  to  their 
charge.  His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  declared,  by 
his  minifter  at  Berlin,  that  he  had  no  other  intention, 
but  to  maintain  the  publick  tranquillity  of  Europe; 
and  this  being  the  foie  end  of  all  his  meafures,  he 
beheld  with  furprife  the  preparations  and  armaments 
of  certain  potentates  : that,  whatever  might  be  the 
view  with  which  they  were  made,  he  was  difpofed 
to  make  ufe  of  the  powder  which  God  had  put  into 
his  hands,  not  only  to  maintain  the  publick  peace 
of  Europe  againft  all  who  fhould  attempt  to  difturb 
it,  but  alfo  to  employ  all  his  forces,  agreeably  to 
his  engagements,  for  the  affiftance  of  his  ally,  in 
cafe  her  dominions  fliould  be  attacked : finally, 
that  he  would  a6l  in  the  fame  manner  in  behalf  of 
all  the  other  powers  with  whom  he  was  in  alliance. 
This  intimation  made  very  little  impredion  upon 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  had  already  formed  his 
plan,  and  was  determined  to  execute  his  purpofe. 
What  his  original  plan  might  have  been,  we  iliall 
not  pretend  to  difclofe ; nor  do  we  believe  he  im- 
parted it  to  any  confident  or  ally.  It  muft  be  con- 
feffed,  however,  that  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of 
Vienna  turnifhed  him  with  a fpecious  pretence 
for  drawing  the  fword,  and  commencing  hoflilities. 
The  EmprefsTQueen  had  fome  reafon  to  be  jealous 
offuch  a fornaidable  neighbour.  She  remembered 
his  irruption  into  Bohemia,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  forty-four,  at  a time  when  fl^e 
thought  that  country,  and  all  her  other  dominions, 
lecure  from  his  invafion  by  the  treaty  of  BreQau, 
vrhich  Hie  had  in  no  particular  contravened.  She 
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BOOK  caballed  againft  him  in  different  courts  of  Europe ; 

III*  fhe  concluded  a treaty  with  the  Czarina,  which, 

^ though  feemingly  defenfive,  implied  an  intention  of 
making  conquefts  upon  this  monarch:  fhe  endea- 
voured to  engage  the  King  of  Poland,  Eleftor  of 
Saxony,  as  a contracting  power  in  this  confederacy; 
and,  if  he  had  not  been  afraid  of  a fudden  vifit  from 
his  neighbour  of  Pruffia,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  but 
he  would  have  been  pleafed  to  contribute  to  the 
humiliation  of  a Prince  who  had  once  before,  with- 
out the  leaft  provocation,  driven  him  from  his  do- 
minions, taken  poffeffion  of  his  capital,  routed  his 
troops,  and  obliged  him  to  pay  a million  of  crowns 
to  indemnify  him  for  the  expence  of  this  expedition : 
but  he  carefully  avoided  taking  fuch  a flep  as  might 
expofe  him  to  another  invafion,  and  even  refufed  to 
accede  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh,  though  it  was  ex- 
prefsly  defenfive;  the  Cq/us Freder is htmgy  his  Pruffian 
Majefty’s  attacking  either  of  the  contracting  parties. 
It  appears,  however,  that  Count  de  Bruhl,  Prime 
minifter  and  favourite  of  the  King  of  Poland,  had, 
in  conjunction  with  fome  of  the  Auftrian  minifters, 
carried  on  certain  fcandalous  intrigues,  in  order  to 
embroil  the  King  of  Pruffia  with  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  between  whom  a mdfunderftanding  had  long 
fubfifled. 

§ IV.  His  Pruffian  Majefty,  perceiving  the  mi- 
litary preparations  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and 
having  obtained  intelligence  of  their  fecret  negocia- 
ations  with  different  powers  in  Europe,  ordered  M. 
de  Klingraafe,  his  minifter  at  the  Imperial  court,  to 
demand  whether  all  thofe  preparations  of  war,  on 
the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  were  defigned  againft  him, 
and  what  were  the  intentions  of  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty? To  this  demand  the  Emprefs  replied;  That 
in  the  prefent  iunChure  fhe  had  found  it  neceffary  to 
make  armaments,  as  well  for  her  own  defence  as  for 
that  of  her  allies ; but  that  they  did  not  tend  to  the 
prejudice  of  any  perfon  or  ftate  whatever.  The  King, 
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hr  from  being  fatified  with  this  general  anfwer,  fent  C 
frefh  orders  to  Klingraafe,  to  reprefent.  That  after  ^ 
the  King  had  diflembled,  as  long  as  he  thought  con- 
fident with  his  fafety  and  honour,  the  bad  defigns 
imputed  to  the  Emprefs  would  not  fuffer  him  longer 
to  difguife  his  fentiments : that  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  offenfive  proje6ls  which  the  two  courts  had 
formed  at  Peterfburgh ; that  he  knew  they  had  en- 
gaged to  attack  him  fuddenly  with  an  army  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  men ; a defign  which  would  have 
been  executed  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  had  not  the 
Ruffian  forces  wanted  recruits,  their  fleet  mariners, 
and  Livonia  a fufficient  quantity  of  corn  for  their 
fupportj  that  he  conftituted  the  Emprefs  arbiter  of 
peace  or  war:  if  fhe  delired  the  former,  he  required 
a clear  and  formal  declaration,  or  pofitive  affurance, 
that  flie  had  no  intention  to  attack  him,  either  this 
year  or  the  next;  but  he  fhould  look  upon  an  am- 
biguous anfwer  as  a declaration  of  wars  and  he 
called  heaven  to  witnefs,  that  the  Emprefs  alone 
would  be  guilty  of  the  innocent  blood  that  fliould  be 
fpilt,  and  all  the  difmal  confequences  that  would 
attend  the  commjflion  of  hoftilites. 

§ V.  A declaration  of  this  nature  might  have  pro- 
voked a lefs  haughty  court  than  that  of  Vienna,  and, 
indeed,  feems  to  have  been  calculated  on  purpofe 
to  exafperate  the  pride  of  her  Imperial  Majefty, 
whofe  anfwer  he  foon  received,  to  this  effect:  That 
his  Majefty  the  King  ofPruffia  had  already  been  em- 
ployed, for  fome  time,  in  all  kinds  of  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  preparations  of  war,  and  the  mofl:  dif- 
quieting  with  regard  to  the  publick  tranquillity,  when 
he  thought  fit  to  demand  explanations  of  her  Majefty, 
touching  the  military  difpofitions  that  were  making 
in  her  dominions  i difpofitions  on  which  fhe  had  not 
refolved  till  after  the  preparations  of  his  Pruflian 
Majefty  had  been  made;  that  though  her  Majefty 
might  have  declined  explaining  herfelf  on  thofe 
fubjedts,  which  required  no  explanation,  fhe  had 
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Book  been  pleafed  to  declare,  with  her  own  mouth,  to  M. 
de  Klingraafe,  that  the  critical  Rate  of  publick  affairs 
rendered  the  meafures  ffie  was  taking  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  her  own  fafety,  and  that  of  her  allies ; 
but  that,  in  other  refpe6ls,  they  tended  to  the  pre- 
judice of  no  pcrfon  whatfoever:  that  her  Imperial 
Majefty  had  undoubtedly  a right  to  form  what 
judgement  fhe  pleafed  on  the  circumflanccs  of  the 
times ; and  likewife  that  it  belonged  to  none  but 
herfelf  to  eftimate  her  own  danger:  that  her  decla- 
ration was  fo  clear,  flie  never  imagined  it  could  be 
thought  otherwife  : that  being  accuftomed  to  receive, 
as  well  as  to  pradtife  the  decorums  which  fovereigns 
owe  to  each  other,  fhe  could  not  hear  without  afto- 
niffment  and  fenfibility  the  contents  of  the  memo- 
rial now  prefented  by  M.  de  Klingraafe  ^ fo  extra- 
ordinary, both  in  the  matter  and  expreffions,  that 
fhe  would  find  herfelf  under  a neceflity  of  tranfgreffing 
the  bounds  of  that  moderation  which  Rie  had  pre~ 
feribed  to  herfelf,  were  flie  to  anfwer  the  whole  of 
its  contents;  neverthelefs,  flie  thought  proper  to 
declare,  that  the  information  communicated  to  his 
FrufTian  Majefly  of  an  offenfive  alliance  againft  him 
fubfifting  between  herfelf  and  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
together  with  the  circumftances  and  pretended  fti- 
pulations  of  that  alliance,  were  abfolutely  falfe  and 
forged,  for  no  fuch  treaty  did  exifi;,  or  ever  had 
exifled.  She  concluded  with  obferving,  that  this 
declaration  would  enable  all  Europe  to  judge  of  what 
w^eight  and  quality  thofe  dreadful  events  were  which 
Klingraafe’s  memorial  announced;  and  to  perceive 
that,  in  any  cafe,  they  could  not  be  imputed  to  her 
Imperial  Majefly.  This  anfwer,  though  feemingly 
explicit,  was  not  deemed  fufficiently  categorical,  or 
at  leaf!:  not  fuitable  to  the  purpofes  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  who  by  his  refident  at  Vienna,  once  more 
declared,  that  if  the  Emprefs-Queen  would  fign  a 
pofitive  affurance  that  Ihe  would  not  attack  his 
Priiffian  Majefty,  either  this  year  or  the  next,  he 
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would  direftly  withdraw  his  troops,  and  let  things  be  C 
reftored  to  their  former  footing.  This  demand  was 
evaded,  on  pretence  that  fuch  an  alTurance  could  not  ,7^6. 
be  more  binding  than  the  folemn  treaty  by  which  he 
was  already  fecured ; a treaty  which  the  Emprefs- 
Queen  had  no  intention  to  violate.  But,  before  an 
anfwer  could  be  delivered,  the  King  had  adually 
invaded  Saxony,  and  publiflied  his  declaration  againft 
the  Court  of  Vienna.  The  C5urt  of  Vienna  believing 
that  the  King  of  PruflTia  was  bent  upon  employing 
his  arms  fomewhere ; being  piqued  at  the  didatorial 
manner  in  which  his  demands  were  conveyed ; un- 
willing to  lay  themfelves  under  further  reftridions ; 
appr.ehenfive  of  giving  umbrage  to  their  allies,  and 
confident  of  having  provided  for  their  own  fecurity, 
refolved  to  run  the  rifque  of  his  refen tment,  not 
without  hopes  of  being  indemnified  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war  for  that  part  of  Silefia  which  the  Queen 
had  been  obliged  to  cede  in  the  treaty  of  Breflau. 

§ VI.  Both  fides  being  thus  prepared,  and  per- 
haps equally  eager  for  adion,  the  King  of  Pruflla 
would  no  longer  fufpend  his  operations,  and  the 
ftorm  firft  fell  upon  Saxony.  He  refolved  to  pene- 
trate through  that  country  into  Bohemia,  and  even 
to  take  pofTeflion  of  it  as  a frontier,  as  well  as  for 
the  convenience  of  ingrefs  and  egrefs  to  and  from. 
the  Auftrian  dominions.  Befides,  he  had  reafon  to 
believe  the  King  of  Poland,  Eledor  of  Saxony,  was 
conneded  with  the  Czarina  and  the  Emprefs-(^een; 
therefore,  he  thought  it  would  be  impolitick  to  leave 
that  Prince  in  any  condition  to  give  him  the  leafl 
diflurbance.  His  army  entered  the  Saxon  territory 
towards  the  latter  end  of  Augufl,  when  he  publifhed 
a declaration,  importing,  that  the  unjufl  condud 
and  dangerous  views  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  againft 
his  Majefty’s  dominions  laid  him  under  the  necefTity 
of  taking  proper  meafures  for  proteding  his  terri- 
tories and  fubjeds  ^ that  for  this  purpofe  he  could 
not  forbear  taking  the  difagreeable  rcfolution  to  en- 
ter 
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BOOK  ter  with  his  troops  the  hereditary  dominions  of  his 
^ Majefhy  the  King  of  Poland,  Eledlor  of  Saxony  : but 
175V  protefted  before  God  and  man,  that  on  account 
of  his  perfonal  efleem  and  friendfliip  for  that  Prince, 
he  would  not  have  proceeded  to  this  extremity,  had 
he  not  been  forced  to  it  by  the  jaws  of  war,  the 
fatality  of  the  prefent  conjun^lure,  and  the  neceffity 
of  providing  for  the  defence  and  fecurityof  his  fub- 
jedls.  He  reminded  the  publick  of  the  tendernefs 
with  which  he  had  treated  the  Eledlor  of  Saxony, 
during  the  campaign  of  the  year  one  thoiifand  feven 
hundred  and  forty-four,  and  of  the  bad  confequences 
refulting  to  that  Monarch  from  his  engagements  with 
tlie  enemies  of  PrufTia.  Pie  declared  that  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  being  expofed  again  to  fuch  enter- 
prizes,  had  obliged  him  to  rake  thofe  precautions 
which  prudence  didlated : but  he  protefted  in  the 
moft:  folemn  manner,  that  he  had  no  hoftile  views 
againft:  his  Polifh  Majefcy,  or  his  dominions ; that 
his  troops  did  not  enter  Saxony  as  enemies,  and  he 
had  taken  care  that  they  fhould  obferve  the  belt  or- 
der, and  tlie  moft  exaft  difeipline : that  he  deftred 
jiothing  more  ardently  than  the  happy  minute  that 
fliould  procure  him  the  fatisfadlion  of  reftoring  to 
his  Polifti  Majefty  his  hereditary  dominions,  which 
he  had  feized  only  as  a facred  depofitum.  By  his 
minifter  at  Drefden,  he  had  demanded  a free  paf- 
fage  for  his  forces  through  the  Saxon  dominions ; 
and  this  the  King  of  Poland  was  ready  to  grant, 
with  reafonable  limitations,  to  be  fettled  by  commif- 
faries  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  But  diefe  were 
formalities  which  did  not  at  all  fuit  with  his  PrulTian 
Majefty ’s  dlfpofition  or  dcfign.  Even  before  this 
requifition  was  made,  a body  of  his  troops,  amount- 
ing to  fifteen  thoufand,  under  the  command  of  Prince 
P>rdinand,  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  took 
pofielTion  of  Leipfick  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember. Here  he  publilhed  a declaration,  figni- 
fying,  that  it  was  his  Prulnan  Majefty ’s  intention  to 
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conficler  and  defend  the  inhabitants  of  that  Ele6lo-  chap. 
rate  as  if  they  were  his  own  fubjefts ; and  that  he  ^ ^ 

had  given  precife  orders  to  his  troops  to  obferve  the  ,7 ^6. 
rnoft  exa6t  difcipline.  As  the  firft  mark  of  his  af- 
fedbon,  he  ordered  them  to  provide  the  army  with 
all  forts  of  provifion,  according  to  a certain  rate, 
on  pain  of  military  execution.  The  fame  evening 
notice  was  given  to  the  corporation  of  merchants, 
that  their  deputies  fliould  pay  all  taxes  and  ciiftomxs 
to  the  King  of  Prufiia : then  he  took  polTefTion  of 
the  cuflom-houfe  and  excife-ofrice,  and  ordered  the 
magazines  of  corn  and  meal  to  be  opened  for  the  ufe 
of  his  foldiers. 

§ VII.  The  King  of  Poland^,  apprehenfive  of  fuch 
a vifitation,  had  ordered  all  the  troops  of  his  eledlo- 
rate  to  leave  their  quarters^  and  affernble  in  a llrong 
camp  marked  out  for  them  between  Pirna  and  Ko- 
nigftein,  which  was  entrenched,  and  provided  with 
a numerous  train  of  artillery.  Thither  the  King  of 
Poland  repaired,  with  his  two  fons  Xaverius  and 
Charles ; but  the  Queen  and  the  reft  of  the  royal 
family  remained  at  Drefden.  Of  this  capital  his 
PrulTian  Majefty,  with  the  bulk  of  his  army,  took 
polTeffion  on  the  eighth  day  of  September,  when  he 
was  vifited  by  Lord  Stormiont,  the  Englifh  Ambaf- 
fador  at  that  Court,  accompanied  by  Count  Salmour, 
a Saxon  minifter,  who,  in  his  Mafter’s  nam.e,  pro- 
pofed  a neutrality.  The  King  of  Pruffia  profefted 
liimfelf  extremely  well  pleafed  with  the  propofal ; 
and,  as  the  moft  convincing  proof  of  his  neutrality, 
defired  the  King  of  Poland  would  feparate  his  army, 
by  ordering  his  troops  to  return  to  their  former  quar- 
ters. His  Polifti  Majefty  did  not  like  to  be  fo  tu- 
tored in  his  ow^n  dominions  : he  depended  for  his 
own  fafety  more  upon  the  valour  and  attachment 
of  his  troops  thus  aftembled,  than  upon  the  friend- 
fltip  of  a Prince  who  had  invaded  his  dominions, 
and  fequeftered  his  revenue  without  provocation ; 
and  he  trufted  too  much  to  the  fituation  of  his  camp 
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BOOK  at  Pirna,  which  was  deemed  impregnable.  In  th^ 
mean  time,  the  King  of  PrulTia  fixed  his  head-quar- 
Seidlitz,  about  half  a German  league  diflanc 
from  Pirna,  and  poflied  his  army  in  fuch  a manner 
as  to  be  able  to  intercept  all  convoys  of  provifion 
defigned  for  the  Saxon  camp:  his  forces  extended 
on  the  right  towards  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  and 
the  vanguard  actually  feifed  the  paffes  that  lead  to 
the  circles  of  Satzer  and  Leutmeritz  in  that  king- 
dom; while  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  marched 
with  a body  of  troops  along  the  Elbe,  and  took  pofl 
at  this  laft  place  without  oppofition.  At  the  fame 
time  the  King  covered  his  own  dominions,  by  af- 
fembling  two  confiderable  bodies  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Silefia,  which  occupied  the  pafTes  that  com- 
municated with  the  circles  of  Buntzlau  and  Koningf- 
gratz.  Floflilities  were  commenced  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  September  by  a detachment  of  PrufTian 
hulTars,  who  attacked  an  Auflrian  efcorte  to  a con- 
voy of  provifions,  defigned  for  the  Saxon  camp ; 
and  having  routed  them,  carried  off  a confiderable 
number  of  loaded  waggons.  The  magazines  at 
Drefden  were  filled  with  an  imm.enfe  quantity  of 
provifion  and  forage  for  the  PrulTian  army,  and  the 
bakers  were  ordered  to  prepare  a vaft  quantity  of 
bread,  for  which  purpofe  thirty  new  ovens  were 
eredted.  When  the  King  of  PrulTia  fii-ft  arrived  at 
Drefden,  he  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  the  Countefs 
Moczinfka;  and  gave  orders  that  the  Queen  and 
Royal  Family  of  Poland  fhould  be  treated  with  all 
due  veneration  and  refpedl*:  even  while  the  Saxon 

camp 

* His  Majefty  feems  to  have  abated  of  this  refpefl  in  the  fequeT, 
if  we  may  believe  the  alfertions  of  his  Polith  Majefty’s  Qij^een,  and 
the  Court  of  Vienna,  who  affirm«d,  that  fentinels  were  poiied  within 
the  palace  where  the  Q^een  and  Royal  Family  refided  ; as  alfo  at  the 
door  of  the  fecret  cabinet,  where  the  papers  relating  to  foreign 
tranfadions  were  depofited.  The  keys  of  this  cabinet  were  feifed, 
and  all  the  writings  demanded.  The  whole  Saxon  miniftry  were 
difcharged  from  their  refpeilive  employments,  and  a new  commiflion  . 
v/as  eftablifhed  by  the  King  of  Pruflia  for  the  adauniftration  of  affairs 
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camp  was  blocked  up  on  every  fide,  he  fomedmes  chap, 
permitted  a waggon,  loaded  with  frefh  provifion  and  ^ 

garrie,  to  pafs  unmolefted  for  the  ufe  of  his  Polifli  ,7 -6. 
Majefty. 

§ VIIL  During  thefe  tranfa6lions  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Pruffian  army  advanced  into  Bohemia, 
under  the  command  of  Veldt-Marefchal  Keith 
who  reduced  the  town  and  palace  of  Tetchen,  took 
poffelfion  of  all  the  paffes,  and  encamped  near  Auf- 
fig,  a fmall  town  in  Bohemia,  at  no  great  diftance 
from  the  Imperial  army,  amounting  to  fifty  thou- 
fand  men,  commanded  by  Count  Brown,  an  officer 
of  Irifh  extradt,  who  had  often  diftinguiilied  himfelf 
in  the  field  by  his  courage,  vigilance,  and  condu6l. 

Idis  Pruffian  Majefty  having  left  a confiderable  body 
of  troops  for  the  blockade  of  Pirna,  affumed  in  per- 
fon  the  command  of  Marefchal  Keith’s  corps,  and 
advanced  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.  On  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  September  he  formed  his  troops 
in  two  columns,  and  in  the  evening  arrived  with  his 
van-at  Welmina,  from  whence  he  faw  the  Auftrian 

army 

in  general.  When  the  Qneen  entreated  this  Prince  to  remove  the 
feminels  ported  within  the  palace,  and  contiguous  paffages,  agreeably 
to  his  afl'urances  that  all  due  refpedd  flioukl  be  obl’erved  towards  tlie 
Royal  Family,  the  King  ordei  ed  the  guards  to  be  doubled,  and  lent 
an  officer  to  demand  of  her  Majerty  the  keys  of  the  fecret  cabinet. 

The  Q^een  obtained  this  officer’s  confent,  that  the  doors  ffiould  be 
fealed  up;  but  afterwards  he  returned  with  orders  to  break  tiietii 
open  : then  her  Majerty,  placing  herfelf  before  the  door,  faid,  fhe 
trurted  fo  much  to  the  proiriife  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  that  flie  could 
not  believe  he  had  given  fuch  orders.  The  officer  declaring  that  his 
orders  were  politive,  and  that  he  durit  not  difobey  them,  (he  continued 
in  the  fame  place,  declaring,  that  if  violence  was  to  be  ufed,  he  mull 
begin  with  her.  The  officer  returning  to  acquaint  the  King  with 
what  had  parted,  her  Majerty  conjured  the  Minifters  of  Pruffia  and 
England  to  remind  his  Majerty  of  his  proinife;  but  her  reprefenla- 
tions  had  no  effeft  ; the  officer  returned  with  frerti  orders  to  ufe  force, 
in  fpite  of  the  oppolltion  (he  might  make  againft  it  in  perfon.  The 
Chieen,  finding  herfelf  in  danger  of  her  life,  at  length  withdrew; 
the  doors  were  forced,  the  chelts  broke  open,  and  all  the  papers 
feifed. 

* Brother  to  the  Earl  Marifchal  of  Scotland,  a gentleman  who  had 
fignalized  himfelf  as  a General  in  the  Ruflian  army,  and  was  ac- 
counted one  of  the  bertoificers  of  his  time;  not  more  admired  for  his 
warlike  genius,  than  amiable  in  his  difpofition. 
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army  polled  with  its  right  at  Lowofchutz,  and  its 
left  towards  the  Egra.  Having  occupied  with  fix 
battalions  a hollow  way,  and  fome  rifing  grounds, 
which  commanded  the  town  of  Lowofchutz,  he  re- 
mained all  night  under  arms  at  Welmina;  and  on 
the  firftday  ofOftober,  early  in  the  morning,  formed 
his  whole  army  in  order  of  battle ; the  firft  line, 
confifting  of  the  infantry,  occupying  two  hills,  and 
a bottom  betwixt  them ; the  fecond  line  being 
formed  of  fome  battalions,  and  the  third  compofed 
of  the  whole  cavalry.  The  Auftrian  General  had 
taken  poffefllon  of  Lowofchutz,  with  a great  body 
of  infantry,  and  placed  a battery  of  cannon  in  front 
of  the  town;  he  had  formed  his  cavalry  chequer- 
wife,  in  a line  between  Lowofchutz  and  the  village 
of  Sanfchitz;  and  polled  about  two  thoufand  Croats 
and  irregulars  in  the  vineyards  and  avenues  on  his 
right.  The  morning  was  darkened  with  a thick 
fog,  which  vanifhed  about  feven : then  the  PrulTian 
cavalry  advanced  to  attack  the  enemy’s  horfe,  but 
received  fuch  a fire  from  the  irregulars,  polled  in 
vineyards  and  ditches,  as  well  as  from  a numerous 
artillery,  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire  for  pro- 
tedlion  to  the  rear  of  the  Prullian  infantry  and  can- 
non. There,  being  formed,  and  led  back  to  the 
charge,  they  made  an  imprelTion  on  the  Aullrian 
cavalry,  and  drove  the  irregulars  and  other  bodies 
of  infantry  from  the  ditches,  defiles,  and  vineyards 
which  they  polTelTed:  but  they  fulfered  fo  feverely  in 
this  dangerous  fervice,  that  the  King  ordered  them 
to  re-afeend  the  hill,  and  take  poft  again  behind  the 
infantry,  from  whence  they  no  more  advanced.  In 
the  mean  time  a furious  cannonading  was  main- 
tained on  both  fides  with  confiderable  effeft.  At 
length  the  left  of  the  PrulTian  infantry  was  ordered 
to  attack  the  town  of  Lowofchutz  in  flank ; but  met 
with  a very  warm  reception,  and,  in  all  likelihood, 
would  have  mifearried,  had  not  Veldt-Marefchal 
Keith  headed  them  in  perfon:  when  he  drew  his 
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fvvord,  and  told  them  he  would  lead  them  on,  he  c h A P. 
was  given  to  underftand,  that  all  their  powder  and 
Ihot  was  exhaufted  ; he  turned  immediately  to  them  ,7^5. 
with  a chearful  countenance,  faid  he  was  very  glad 
they  had  no  more  ammunition,  being  well  afilired 
the  enemy  could  not  withlland  them  at  pufli  of  bay- 
onet ; fo  faying,  he  advanced  at  their  head,  and 
driving  the  Auftrians  from  Lowofchutz,  fet  the 
fuburbs  on  fire.  Their  infantry  had  been  already 
obliged  to  quit  the  eminence  on  the  right ; and  now 
their  whole  army  retired  to  Budin,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Egra.  Some  prifoners,  colours,  and  pieces 
of  cannon,  were  taken  on  both  Tides ; and  the  lofs 
of  each  might  amount  to  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
killed  and  wounded : fo  that,  on  the  whole,  it  was 
a drawn  battle,  though  both  Generals  claimed  the 
vidlor.y.  The  detail  of  the  a6f:ion,  publifhed  at 
Berlin,  declares  that  the  King  of  PrufTia  not  only 
gained  the  battle,  but  that  fame  day  eflablifhed  his 
head  quarters  at  Lowofchutz  ; whereas  the  Auflrian 
Gazette  affirms,  that  the  Marefchal  Count  Brown 
obliged  his  Pruffian  Majefty  to  retire,  and  remained 
all  night  on  the  field  of  battle  ; but  next  day,  finding 
his  troops  in  want  of  water,  he  repaired  to  the  camp 
of  Budin.  If  the  battle  was  at  all  decifive,  the  ad- 
vantage certainly  fell  to  the  Auftrians ; for  his  Pruffian 
Majefty,  who,  in  all  probability,  had  hoped  to 
winter  at  Prague,  was  obliged,  by  the  oppofition  he 
met  with,  to  refign  this  plan,  and  retreat  before  win- 
ter into  the  ele6lorate  of  Saxony. 

§ IX.  The  Pruffian  army  having  rejoined  that 
body  which  had  been  left  to  block  up  the  Saxons  at 
Pirna,  his  Polifti  Majefty  and  his  troops  w’ere  re- 
duced to  fuch  extremity  of  want,  that  it  became  in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  either  to  attempt  an  efcape,  or 
furrender  to  the  King  of  Pruffia.  The  former  part 
of  the  alternative  w^as  cliofen,  and  the  plan  con- 
certed with  Count  Brown,  the  Auftrian  General, 
who,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  execution,  advanced 
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privately  with  a body  of  troops  to  Lichtendorf,  neaV 
Schandau ; but  tlie  iiinftion  could  not  be  effedled.  Ob 
the  fourteenth  day  of  Odtober  the  Saxons  threw  a bridge 
ol  boats  over  the  Elbe,  near  Konigftein,  to  which 
caille  they  removed  all  their  artillery  j then  flriking 
their  tents  in  the  night,  paffed  the  river  undifcovered 
by  the  enemy.  I'hey  continued  to  retreat  with  all 
pofTible  expedition ; but  the  roads  were  fo  bad,  they 
made  little  progrefs.  Next  day,  when  part  of  them 
had  advanced  about  half  way  up  a hill  oppofite  to 
Konigftein,  and  the  reft  were  entangled  in  a narrow 
plain,  where  there  was  no  room  to  aft,  they  per- 
ceived that  the  Pruflians  were  in  pofteflion  of  all  the 
palfcs,  and  found  theiTifelves  furrounded  on  every 
iide,  fainting  with  hunger  and  fitigue,  and  dcftitute 
of  every  convenience.  In  this  deplorable  condition 
they  remained,  when  the  King  of  Poland,  from  the 
fortrefs  of  Konigftein,  fent  a letter  to  his  General, 
the  Veldt-Marefchal  Count  Rutowflci,  veiling  him 
with  full  and  difcretionary  power  to  furrender,  or 
take  Inch  other  meafures  as  he  fliould  judge  moft 
conducive  to  the  prefervation  of  the  officers  and 
- foldiers*.  By  this  time  Count  Brown  had  retired  to 
> Budin, 

* The  letter  was  to  the  following  efFe£l : 
Veklt-Marefchal  Count  Rutowlki, 

. “ It  is  not  without  extreme  forrow  I underftand  the  deplorahl# 

fiiuation,  which  a chain  of  misfortunes  has  referved  for  you,  the 
rell  of  my  Generals,  and  my  wliole  army  3 but  we  muft  acquieltle  in 
the  dil'penfations  of  Providence,  and  coni’ole  ourl’elves  with  the 
redtitude  of  our  fentiments  and  intentions.  They  would  force  me, 
it  Teems,  as  you  give  me  to  underftand  by  Major-Genera)  the  Baron 
de  Dyhenn,  to  Tubmit  to  conditions  the  more  levere,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  circumdances  become  more  necellitous.  1 cannot  liear 
them  mentioned.  ! am  a free  monarch  ; Tuch  I will  live;  Tuch  I 
v'ili  die  ; and  I will  both  live  and  die  witli  lionour.  The  fate  of  my 
army  I leave  wholly  to  your  dil’cretion  Let  your  Council  of  War 
deteiniihe  whether  you  muli:  lurrender  piiToners  of  war,  fall  by  the 
I'word,  or  die  by  famine.  M.iy  your  reiblutions,  if  poflible,  be 
■conduiled  by  humanity:  v.>hafever  they  maybe,  I have  no  longer 
any  fltare  in  them  : and  T declaie  you  lhail  not  be  aiiTwerable  for 
ilnght  but  one  thing,  namely,  not  to  cany  arms  againft  me  or  my 
allies.  I pray  God  may  have  you,  Mr.  Martfchal,  in  his  holy 
keeping.  Given  at  Konigllein,  the  of  Oftober,  1756. 

“ AUGUb  l US,  Rex.'-’ 
To  the  Veldt-Marelchaj  the  Couat  Rutowlki.’"' 
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Budin,  fo  that  there  was  no  choice  left.  A capitu- 
lation was  demanded : but,  in  ehedlj  the  whole 
Saxon  army  was  obliged  to  furrender  at  difcretion  : 
and  the  foldiers  were  afterwards,  by  compulfion,  in- 
corporated with  the  troops  of  Pruffia.  The  King 
of  Poland  being  thus  deprived  of  his  eleftoral  domi- 
nions, his  troops,  arm.s,  artillery,  and  ammunition, 
thought  it  high  time  to  provide  for  his  own  fafety, 
and  retired  with  all  expedition  to  Poland.  His 
PrulTian  Majefty  cantoned  his  forces  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Seidlitz,  and  along  the  Elbe  towards 
Drefden.  His  other  army,  which  had  entered 
Bohemia,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de 
Schwerin,  retired  to  the  confines  of  the  county  of 
Glatz,  where  they  were  diftributed  in  quarters  of 
cantonment ; fo  that  this  fhort  campaign  was  finiflied 
by  the  beginning  of  Novemiber. 

§ X.  The  King  of  Poland,  in  his  diftrefs,  did 
not  fail  to  implore  the  afiiftance  and  mediation  of 
neutral  powers.  His  Minifter  at  the  Hague,  pre- 
fented  a memorial  to  the  States- General,  complain- 
ing, that  the  invafion  of  Saxony  was  one  of  thofe 
attacks  againft  the  law  of  nations,  which,  from  the 
great  refpedt  due  to  this  law,  demanded  the  afiiilance 
of  every  power  intereflied  in  the  prefervation  of  its 
own  liberty  and  independency.  He  obferved,  that, 
from  the  firft  glimpfe  of  mifunderftanding  between 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  he  had  exprefsly 
enjoined  his  Minifters  at  all  the  courts  of  Europe  to 
declare,  that  it  was  his  firm  refolution  in  the  prefent 
conjundlure  of  alfairs,  to  obferve  the  ftridbeft  neu- 
trality. He  reprefented,  that  a free  and  neutral 
Hate  had  been,  in  the  rnidfi:  of  peace,  invaded  by 
an  enemy,  who  difguifed  himfelf  under  the  mafque 
of  friendfhip,  without  alledging  the  lead  complaint, 
or  any  pretenfion  whatfoever  ^ but  founding  himfelf 
folely  on  his  own  convenience,  made  himfelf  mailer, 
by  armed  force,  of  all  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
eled'orate,  difmantling  fome,  and  fortifying  others: 
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Book  that  he  had  difarmed  the  Burghers;  carried  ofF  the 
, Magiftrates  as  hoftages  for  the  payment  of  unjuft 
3756.  and  enormous  contributions  of  provifions  and  forage; 
ieifed  the  coffers,  confifcated  the  revenues  of  the 
Electorate,  broke  open  the  arfenals,  and  tranfported 
the  arms  and  artillery  to  his  own  town  of  Magde- 
burgh  ; aboliflted  the  Privy- council,  and,  inftead 
of  the  lawful  government,  eftablilhed  a directory, 
which  acknowledged  no  other  law  but  his  ow^n  arbi- 
trary will.  He  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  all 
thefe  proceedings  were  no  other  than  preliminaries  to 
the  unheard-of  treatment  which  was  referved  for  a 
Queen,  whofe  virtues  ought  to  have  commanded 
relpedt,  even  from  her  enemies : that,  from  the 
hands  of  that  auguft  princefs,  the  archives  of  the 
' ftate  were  forced  away  by  menaces  and  violences, 
notwithftanding  the  fecurity  which  her  Majefty  had 
promifed  herfelf  uuder  the  protedtion  of  all  lav/s, 
human  and  divine ; and  notwithftanding  the  repeated 
affurances  given  by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  that  not 
only  her  perfon,  and  the  place  of  her  refidence, 
fhould  be  abfolutely  fafe,  but  that  even  the  Pruffian 
garrifon  fliould  be  under  her  diredlion.  He  obferved, 
that  a Prince  who  declared  himfelf  protedlor  of  the 
Proteftant  religion  had  begun  the  w-ar,  by  crufhing 
the  very  ftate  to  which  that  religion  owes  its  efta- 
bliftunent,  and  the  prefervation  of  its  moft  invalu- 
able rights : that  he  had  broke  through  the  moft  re- 
fpedtable  laws  which  conftitute  the  union  of  the  Ger- 
manick  body,  under  colour  of  a defence  which  the 
Empire  ftood  in  no  need  of,  except  againft  himfelf: 
that  the  King  of  Pruffia,  while  he  infills  on  having 
entered  Saxony  as  a friend,  demands  his  army,  the 
adminiftration  of  his  dominions,  and,  in  a word, 
the  facrifice  of  his  whole  eledlorate ; and  that  the 
• Pruftian  diredlory,  in  the  declaration  of  motives, 
pubiiftied  under  the  nofe  of  a Prince  to  whom  friend- 
Ihip  w'as  pretended,  thought  it  fuperfluous  to  alledge 
even  any  pretext,  to  colour  the  ufurpation  of  his 
3 territories 
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territories  and  revenues — Though  this  was  certainly 
the  cafe,  in  his  Pruffian  Majefty’s  firft  expofition  of 
motives,  the  omiffion  was  afterwards  fupplied,  in  a 
fubfequent  memorial  to  the  States-General ; in 
which  he  charged  the  King  of  Poland,  as  an  ac- 
complice in,  if  not  an  accelTary  to,  the  treaty  of 
Peterlburgh  ^ and  even  taxed  him  with  having  agreed 
to  a partition  of  fome  Pruffian  territories,  when  they 
fhould  be  conquered.  This  treaty  of  partition, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  made  in  time  of 
adual  war,  before  all  caufe  of  difpute  was  removed 
by  the  peace  of  Drefden. 

§ XL  While  the  Aullrian  and  Pruffian  armies 
were  in  the  field,  their  refpedlive  Minifters  were  not 
idle  at  Ratifbon,  where  three  Imperial  decrees  were 
piiblifhed  againft  his  Pruffian  Majefty : the  firft, 
lummoning  that  prince  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
the  eleftorate  of  Saxony : tlie  fecond,  commanding 
all  the  vaffals  of  the  Empire  employed  by  the  King 
of  Pruffia'to  quit  that  fervice  immediately  j and  the 
third,  forbidding  the  Members  of  the  Empire  to 
fuffer  any  levies  of  foldiers,  for  the  Pruffian  fervice, 
to  be  raifed  within  their  refpedive  jurifdidions.  The 
French  m/mifter  declared  to  the  diet,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  his  Pruffian  Mnjefiy  having  difclofed  to 
the  world  the  projeft  concerted  between  that  prince 
and  the  King  of  England,  to  excite  in  the  Empire 
a religious  war,  which  might  be  favourable  to  their 
particular  views,  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefly,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  engagement  with  the  Emprefs- 
Queen,  and  many  other  princes  of  the  Empire,  be- 
ing refolved  to  fuccour  them  in  the  moft  efficacious 
manner,  would  forthwith  fend  fuch  a number  of 
troops  to  their  aid,  as  might  be  thought  neceffary  to 
preferve  the  liberty  of  the  Germanick  body.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Pruffian  Minifter  affiired  the 
diet,  that  his  mafter  would  very  foon  produce  the 
proofs  that  were  come  to  his  hands  of  the  plan  con^ 
certed  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Drefden,  for  the 
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^ fubverfion  of  his  eleftoral  houfe,  and  for  impofing 
upon  hinn  a yoke,  which  feemed  to  threaten  the 
whole  Ennpire. 

§ XIL  About  the  fame  time,  the  Ruffian  refident 
at  the  Hague  communicated  to  the  States-General 
a declaration  from  his  miltrefs,  importing,  that  her 
Imperial  Majefty  having  feen  a m.emorial  prefented 
at  the  court  of  Vienna  by  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  en- 
voy extraordinary,  w^as  thereby  convinced  that  his 
Pruffian  Majefty’s  intention  was  to  attack  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Emprefs-Queen  ; in  which  cafe,  ffie 
(the  Czarina)  was  inevitably  obliged  to  fuccour  her 
ally  with  all  her  forces  ; for  which  end  ffie  had  or- 
dered all  her  troops  in  Livonia  to  be  forthwith  af- 
fembled  on  the  frontiers,  and  hold  themfelves  in 
readinefs  to  march : that,  moreover,  the  Ruffian 
Admiralty  had  been  enjoined  to  provide  immedi- 
ately a fufficient  number  of  gallies  for  tranfporting  a 
large  body  of  troops  to  Lubeck.  The  Miniflers  of 
the  Emprefs-Queen,  both  at  the  Hague  and  at 
London,  delivered  memorials  to  the  States-General 
and  his  Britannick  Majefty,  demanding  the  fuccours 
which  thefe  two  powers  were  bound  to  afford  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle; 
but  their  Eligh  Mightineffes  kept  warily  aloof,  by 
dint  of  evafion,  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was 
far  otherwife  engaged.  The  invafion  of  Saxony 
had  well  nigh  produced  tragedies  in  the  royal  family 
of  France.  The  Dauphinefs,  who  was  far  advanced 
in  her  pregnancy,  no  fooner  learned  the  diftrelsful 

• circumftances  of  her  parents,  the 'King  and  Queen 

• of  Poland,  than  flie  was  feized  with  violent  fits 
which  occafioned  a mifcarriage,  and  brought  her  life 
into  the  moft  imminent  danger.  The  Pruffian  Mi- 
nifter.  was  immediate^  ordered  to  quit  Verfailles; 
and  directions  were  difpatched  to  the  French  Minifter 
at  Berlin,  to  retire  from  that  court  without  taking 
leave.  Finally,  the  Emperour  of  Germany  cog- 
- eluded  a new  convention  with  the  French  King, 
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gulating  the  fuccours  to  be  derived  from  that  quarter  : chap. 
he  claimed,  in  all  the  ufual  forms,  the  afTiftance  of^  ^ 

the  Germanick  body,  as  guarantee  of  the  prag- 
matick  fandlion  and  treaty  of  Drefden  ; and  Svv^eden 
was  alfo  addrefled  on  the  fame  fubjeft.' 

§ XIII.  The  King  of  Pruffia  did  not  paffively 
bear  all  the  imputations  that  were  fixed  upon  his  con- 
duct. His  Minifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a me- 
morial, in  anfwer  to  that  of  the  Saxon  refident,  in 
which  he  accufed  the  court  of  Drefden  of  having 
adopted  every  part  of  th-e  fcheme  which  his  enemies 
had  formed  for  his  deitru6tion.  He  affirmed  that 
the  Saxon  Minifters  had,  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe, 
played  off  every  engine  of  unwarrantable  politicks, 
in  order  to  pave  the  way  for  the  execution  of  their 
proiedl:  that  they  had  endeavoured  to  give  an 
odious  turn  to  his  moll  innocent  adlions  : that  they 
liad  fpared  neither  malicious  infinuations,  nor  even 
the  moll  atrocious  calumnies,  to  alienate  all  the 
world  from  his  Majefly,  and  raife  up  enemies  againft 
him  every  where.  He  faid,  he  had  received  infor- 
mation that  the  court  of  Saxony  intended  to  let  his 
troops  pafs  freely,  and  afterwards  wait  for  events  of 
w'hicli  they  might  avail  themfelves,  either  by  joining 
his  enemies,  or  making  a diverfion  in  his  domi- 
nions': that  in  fuch  a fituation  he  could  not  avoid 
having  recourfe  to  the  only  means  which  were  left 
him  for  preventing  his  inevitable  ruin,  by  putting  it 
out  of  the  power  of  Saxoiiy  to  increafe  the  number 
of  his  enemies,  tie  afierted,  that  all  the  meafures 
he  had  purfued  in  that  eledlorate  were  but  the  necef- 
fary  confequences  of  the  firft  refolution  he  was  forced 
to  take  for  his  own  prefervation : that  he  had  done 
nothing  but  deprived  the  court  of  Saxony  of  the 
means  of  hurting  him  ; and  this  had  been  done  v/ith 
all  poffible  moderation  : that  the  country  enjoyed  all 
the  fecurity  and  all  the  quiet  which  could  be  expecled 
in  the  very  midff  of  peace,  the  Prulilan  troops  ob- 
ferving  the  mollexaCl  difcipline : that  all  due  refpecl 
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BOOK  was  fliown  to  the  ^een  of  Poland,  who  had  been 
prevailed  upon,  by  the  nnofi:  fuitable  reprefentations, 
to  fuffer  fonne  papers  to  be  taken  from  the  Paper 
Office,  of  which  his  Priiffian  Majefty  already  had 
copies  j and  thought  it  neceffary,  to  afcertain  the 
dangerous  defign  of  the  Saxon  minifbry  againft  him, 
to  fecure  the  originals  ; the  exiftence  and  reality  of 
which  might  otherwife  have  been  denied.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  every  man  has  a right  to  prevent  the 
mifchief  with  which  he  is  threatened,  and  to  retort 
it  upon  its  author  ; and  that  neither  the  conftitutions 
nor  the  laws  of  the  empire  could  obftru6l  the  exer- 
tion of  a right  fo  fuperior  to  all  others  as  that  of 
felf  prefervation  and  felf-defence ; efpecially  when 
the  depofitory  of  thefe  laws  is  fo  clofely  united  to 
the  enemy,  as  manifeflly  to  abufe  his  power  in  her 
favour. 

§ XIV.  But  the  moft  important  flep  which  his 
Priiffian  Majefby  took  in  his  own  juftification,  was 
that  of  publiffiing  another  memorial,  fpecifying  the 
conduct  of  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Saxony,  and 
their  dangei'ous  defigns  againft  his  perfon  and  inte- 
reft,  together  with  the  original  documents  adduced 
as  proofs  of  thefe  fmifter  intentions.  As  a know- 
ledge of  thefe  pieces  is  requifite  to  form  a diftindt 
idea  of  the  motives  which  produced  the  dreadful 
war  upon  the  continent,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  ulher 
the  fubftance  of  them  to  the  reader’s  acquaintance. 
His  Pruffian  Majefty  affirms,  that  to  arrive  at  the 
foiirce  of  the  vaft  plan  upon  which  the  Courts  of 
Vienna  and  Saxony  had  been  employed  againft  him 
ever  fince  the  peace  of  Drefden,  we  muft  trace  it  as 
far  back  as  the  war  which  preceded  this  peace : that 
the  fond  hopes  which  the  tw^o  allied  courts  had  con- 
ceived upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-four,  gave 
occafion  to  a treaty  of  eventual  partition,  ftipulating 
that  the  Court  of  Vienna  ffiouid  pofiefs  the  duchy  of 
Sileiia  and  the  county  of  Glatz^  while  the  King  of 
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Poland,  Eleftor  of  Saxony,  fhould  fhare  the  duchies  C H 

of  Magdeburgh  and  Croliren  j the  circles  of  Zulli-  ^ 

chow  and  Swibus,  together  with  the  Pruffian  part  of  ,7 
Lufatia  : that  after  the  peace  of  Dreklen,  concluded 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
five,  there  was  no  further  room  for  a treaty  of  this 
nature : yet  the  Court  of  Vienna  propofed  to  that 
of  Saxony  a new  alliance,  in  which  the  treaty  of 
eventual  partition  fhould  be  renewed  : but  this  laft 
thought  it  neceffary,  in  the  firff  place,  to  give  a 
greater  confiftency  to  their  plan,  by  grounding  it 
upon  an  alliance  between  the  Emprel's-Queen  and 
the  Czarina.  Accordingly,  thefe  two  powers  did, 
in  fad,  conclude  a'  defeniive  alliance  at  Peterfburgh 
in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year  : but  the  body  or 
oftenfible  part  of  this  treaty  w^as  compofed  merely 
with  a view  to  conceal  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
publick  fix'fecret  articles,  the  fourth  of  v'hich  w^as 
levelled  fingly  againft  Pruffia,  according  to  the  exa6t 
copy  of  it,  which  appeared  among  the  documents. 

In  this  article,  the  Emprel's-Queen  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia  fets  out  with  a proteftation,  that  fhe  wall 
religioufly  obferve  the  treaty  of  Drefden  ; but  ex- 
plains her  real  way  of  thinking  upon  the  fubjed,  a 
little  lower,  in  the  following  terms : If  the  King 

of  Pruffia  ffiould  be  the  fiffl  to  depart  from  this 
peace,  by  attacking  either  her  Majefly  the  Em- 
prefs-Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  or  her 
“ Majefly  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffiia,  or  even  the  Re- 
“ publick  of  Poland  \ in  all  thefe  cafes,  the  rights 
“ of  the  Emprefs-Queen  to  Silefia  and  the  county 
“ of  Glatz  would  again  take  place,  and  recover 
their  full  etfed  : the  two  contrading  parties 
ffiould  mutually  affifl  each  other  with  fixty  thou- 
land  men  to  atchieve  thefe  conquefts*”  The 
King  obferves  upon  this  article,  that  every  war 
which  can  arife  between  him  and  Ruffiia,  or  the 
Republick  of  Poland,  would  be  looked  upon  as  a 
manifefl  infradion  of  the  peace  of  Drefden,  and  a 

revival 


I 


26  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  revival  of  the  rights  of  the  Hoiife  of  Auftria  to  Silc- 
fia ; though  neither  Ruflia  nor  the  Republick  of 
J756.  Poland  is  at  all  concerned  in  the  treaty  of  Drefden  ; 
and  though  the  latter,  with  which  the  King  lived  in 
the  moft  intimate  friendfliip,  was  not  even  in  alli- 
ance with  the  Court  of  Vienna  : that,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  nature,  received  among 
all  civilized  nations,  the  moft  the  Court  of  Vienna 
could  be  authorifed  to  do  in  fuch  cafes,  would  be  to 
fend  thole  fuccours  to  her  allies  which  are  due  to 
them  by  treaties,  without  her  having  the  leall  pre- 
tence, on  that  account,  to  free  herfelf  from  the  par- 
' ticular  engagements  fubfifting  between  her  and  the 
King : he  appealed,  therefore,  to  the  judgement  of 
the  impartial  world,  whether  in  this  fecret  article 
the  contra6ling  powers  had  kept  within  the  bounds 
of  a defenfive  alliance;  or  whether  this  article  did 
not  rather  contain  a plan  of  an  offenfive  alliance 
againft  the  King  of  Pruflia.  He  affirmed  it  was 
obvious,  from  this  article,  that  the  Court  of  Vienna 
had  prepared  three  pretences  for  the  recovery  of 
Silefia;  and  that  ffie  thought  to  attain  her  end, 
either  by  provoking  the  King  to  commence  hoflili- 
ties  againft  her,  or  to  kindle  a war  between  his 
Majefty  and  Ruffia  by  her  fecret  intrigues  and  ma- 
chinations : he  alledged  that  the  Court  of  Saxony, 
being  invited  to  accede  to  this  alliance,  eagerly  ac- 
cepted the  invitation ; furnifhed  its  miniflers  at 
Peterfburgh  with  full  powers  for  that  purpofe  ; and 
ordered  them  to  declare  that  their  mafler  was  not 
only  ready  to  accede  to  the  treaty  itfelf,  but  alfo  to 
the  fecret  article  againft  Pruffia;  and  to  join  in  the 
regulations  made  by  the  two  courts,  provided  effec- 
tual meafures  fhould  be  taken,  as  well  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  Saxony,  as  for  its  indemnification  and  recom- 
pence,  in  proportion  to  the  efforts  and  progrefs  that 
might  be  made  : that  the  Court  of  Drefden  declared, 
if  upon  any  frefh  attack  from  the  King  of  Pruffia  the 
pmprefs-Quecn  ihouid,  by  thek  affiftance,  not  only 
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re-conquer  Silefia,  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  but  chap, 
'alfo  reduce  him  within  narrower  bounds,  the  King  , 

of  Poland,  as  Eleftor  of  Saxony,  would  abide  by  ,755. 
the  partition  formerly  ftipulated  betv/een  him  and 
the  Emprefs- Queen.  He  alfo  declared  that  Count 
Lofs,  the  Saxon  Minifter  at  Vienna,  was  charged 
to  open  a private  negociation  for  fettling  an  even- 
tual partition  of  the  conqueft  which  might  be  mads 
on  PrufTia,  by  laying  down,  as  the  bafis  of  it,  the 
treaty  of  Leipfick,  figned  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-five,  as  would  appear  by  the  documents  affixed. 

ETe  owned  it  had  been  fuppofed,  through  the  whole 
of  this  negociation,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  ffiould 
be  the  aggreffor  againfi;  the  Court  of  Vienna ; but 
he  inlffted,  that  even  in  this  calc  the  King  of  Po- 
land could  have  no  right  to  make  conquefts  on  his 
Pruffiian  Majefty,  He  likewife  acknowledged,  that 
the  Court  of  Saxony  had  not  yet  acceded  in  form 
to  the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh  ; but  he  obferved,  its 
allies  were  given  to  underftand  again  and  again,  that 
jt  v/as  ready  to  accede  without  reilriCtion,  whenever 
this  could  be  done  without  rifque  ; and  the  advan- 
tages to  be  gained  flrould  be  fecured  in  its  favour ; 
circumftances  proved  by  divers  authentic  documents, 
particularly  by  a letter  from  Count  Fleming  to 
Count  de  Bruhl,  informing  him  that  Count  Ehle-  , 
field  had  charged  him  to  reprefent  afrefh  to  his  court, 
that  they  could  not  take  too  fecure  meafures  againfi 
the  ambitious  views  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  that 
Saxony,  in  particular,  ought  to  be  cautious,  as  be- 
ing the  moil  expofed  : tfiat  it  was  of  the  highefl 
importance  to  flrengthen  their  old  engagements, 
upon  the  footing  propofed  by  the  late  Count  de 
Flarrach,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty-five ; a ftep  which  might  be  taken  on  oc- 
cafion  of  his  Poliffi  Majefly’s  acceffion  to  the  treaty 
of  Peterfburgh.  The  anfwer  of  Count  Bruhl  to  this 
difpatch  imported.  That  the  King  of  Poland  was 

not 
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BOOK  not  averfe  to  treat  in  the  utmoft  fecrefy  with  the 
Court  of  Vienna  about  fuccours,  by  private  and 
confidential  declarations  relating  to  'he  fourth  fecret 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh,  on  condition  of 
reafonabie  terms  and  advantages,  which  in  this  cale 
ought  to  be  granted  to  his  Majefty.  Fie  quoted 
other  dilpatches  to  prove  the  iinwillingnefs  of  his 
Polifh  Majefly  to  declare  himfelf,  until  the  King  of 
Prufiia  fhould  be  attacked,  and  his  forces  divided  ; 

" and  that  this  fcruplc  v/as  admitted  by  the  allies  of 
Saxony.  From  thefe  premifes  he  deduced  this  infe- 
rence, that  the  Court  of  Drefden,  without  having 
acceded  in  form  to  the  treaty  of  Peteifburgh,  was 
not  lefs  an  accomplice  in  the  dangerous  defigns 
which  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  grounded  upon  this 
treaty ; and  that  having  been  difpenfed  with  from  a 
•formal  concurrence,  it  had  only  waited  for  that  mo- 
ment when  it  might,  v/ithout  running  any  great 
rifque,  concur  in  effeef,  and  fhare  the  fpoiis  of  its 
neighbour.  In  expedtation  of  this  period,  he  faid, 
the  Auflrian  and  Saxon  minifters  laboured  in  con- 
cert and  underhand  with  the  more  ardour,  to  bring 
the  Cq/iis  Foederis  into  exiftence  j for  it  being  laid 
down  as  a principle  in  the  treaty,  that  any  war  v/hat- 
ever  between  him  and  Rufiia  would  authorife  the 
Emprefs-Queen  to  retake  Silefia,  there  was  nothing 
more  to  be  done  but  to  kindle  fuch  a war ; for  which 
purpofe  no  method  was  found  more  proper  than  that 
of  embroiling  the  King  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  ; 
and  to  provoke  that  Princefs  with  all  forts  of  faife 
infinuations,  impoftures,  and  the  moft  atrocious 
calumnies,  in  laying  to  his  Majeftv’s  charge  a variety 
of  defigns,  fometimes  againfi:  Rufiia,  and  even  the 
perfon  of  the  Czarina  j fometimes  views  upon  Po- 
land, and  fometimes  intrigues  in  Sweden.  By  thefe 
and  other  fuch  contrivances,  he  affirmed  they  had 
kindled  the  animofity  of  the  Emprefs  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, that  in  a council  held  in  the  month  of  06lo- 
ber,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred'  and 
fifty-three,  fiie  had  refolved  to  attack  the  King  of 
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Priiflia,  without  any  further  difcuffion,  whether  he  c H A P. 
fliould  fall  upon  any  of  the  allies  of  RulTia,  or  one  , 

of  them  fliOuld  begin  with  him  : a refolution  which 
for  that  time  w^as  fruftrated  by  their  want  of  feamen 
and  magazines  i but  the  preparations  were  continued 
under  pretence  of  keeping  themfelves  in  a condition 
to  fulfil  their  engagements,  contradted  in  the  laft 
fubfidiary  convention  with  England  ; and  when  all 
were  finifiied,  the  ftorm  would  fall  on  the  King  of 
Pruffia. 

§ XV.  This  is  the  fubftance  of  that  famous  me- 
morial publillied  by  his  Prufiian  Majefty,  to  which 
the  juftifying  pieces  or  authentick  documents  were 
annexed;' and  to  which  a circumftantial  anfwer  was 
exhibited  by  the  partifans,  of  her  Imperial  Majefty. 

Specious  reafons  may,  doubtlefs,  be  adduced  on 
either  fide  of  almoft  any  difpute,  by  writers  of  inge- 
nuity : but,  in  examining  this  conteft,  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  both  fides  adopted  illicit  pradtices. 

The  Emprefs- Queen  and  the  Eledtor  of  Saxony  had 
certainly  a right  to  form  defenfive  treaties  for  their 
own  prefervation ; and,  without  all  doubt,  it  was 
their  intereft  and  their  duty  to  fecure  themfelves 
from  the  enterprifes  of  fuch  a formidable  neighbour : 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  the  contradting  parties  feem 
to  have  carried  their  views  much  farther  than  defen- 
five meafures.  Perhaps  the  Court  of  V’^ienna  confi- 
dered  the  ceffion  of  Silefia  as  a circumftance  altoge- 
ther compulfive,  and,  therefore,  not  binding  againft 
the  rights  of  natural  equity.  She  did  not  at  all  doubt 
that  the  King  of  Pruftia  would  be  tempted  by  his 
ambition  and  great  warlike  power,  to  take  fome  ftep 
which  might  be  juftly  interpreted  into  an  infradlion 
of  the  treaty  of  Drefden ; and  in  that  cafe  Ihe  was 
determined  to  avail  herfelf  of  the  confederacy  fhe 
had  formed,  that  flie  might  retrieve  the  countries 
ilie  had  loft  by  tfie  unfortunate  events  of  the  laft 
war,  as  well  as  bridle  the  dangerous  power  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Pruftian  Monarch  : and,  in  all  pro- 
bability, . 
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bability,  the  King  of  Poland,  over  and  abovo  the 
fame  confideration,  was  defirous  of  fome  indemni- 
fication for  the  lafl:  irruption  into  his  eledtoral  domi- 
nions, and  the  great  fums  he  had  paid  for  the  fubfe- 
qiient  peace.  Whether  they  were  authorifed  by  the 
law  of  nature  and  nations  to  make  reprifils  by  an 
adlual  partition  of  tlie  countries  they  might  conquer, 
fuppofing  him  to  be  the  aggrelTor,  we  fhall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine : but  it  does  not  at  all  appear, 
that  his  Pruffian  Majefty’s  danger  was  fuch  as  enti- 
tled him  to  take  thofe  violent  fleps  which  he  now 
attempted  to  juftify.  By  this  time  the  flame  of  v/ar 
was  kindled  up  to  a blaze  that  foon  filled  the  empire 
with  ruin  and  defolation  ; and  the  King  of  PrufTia 
had  drawn  upon  himfelf  the  refentment  of  the  three 
greatefl  powers  in  Europe,  v/ho  laid  afide  their  for- 
mer animofities,  and  every  confideration  of  that 
balance  which  it  had  cofl:  fuch  blood  and  treafure  to 
preferve,  in  order  to  confpire  his  deftruclion.  The 
King  himfelf  could  not  but  forefee  this  confederacy,  f 
iind  know  the  power  it  might  exert : but  probably  ' 
he  confided  fo  much  in  the  number,  the  valour,  . 
and  difeipline  of  his  troops ; in  the  fkill  of  his  officers;  | 
in  his  own  condudt  and  a6tivity  j that  he  hoped  to  ■ 
cruffi  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  by  one  rapid  endeavour  | 

at  the  latter  end  of  the  feafon,  or  at  leaft  eftablifh  f 

himfelf  in  Bohemia,  before  her  allies  could  move  to 
her  affiffance.  In  this  hope,  however,  he  was  dif-  ^ 
appointed  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Auftrian  councils, 
lie  found  the  E’lnprefs- Queen  in  a condition  to  make 
head  againfl:  him  in  every  avenue  to  her  dominions  ; 
and  in  a fair  way  of  being  affifted  by  the  circles  of 
the  empire.  He  faw  himfelf  threatened  with  the. 
vengeance  of  the  Ruffian  E'anprefs,  and  the  Iword 
of  France  gleaming  over  his  head,  without  any  pro- 
Iped  of  affiflance  but  that  which  he  might  derive 
from  his  alliance  with  Great-Britain.  Thus  the 
King  of  Eingland  exchanged  the  alliance  of  Ruffia, 
who  was  his  fubfidiary,  and  the  friendfliip  of  the 
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Emprers-Queen,  his  old  and  natural  ally,  for  a new  ^ 
connexion  with  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  who  could 
neither  ad  as  an  auxiliary  to  Great-Britain,  nor  as  175^- 
a protedor  to  Hanover ; and  for  this  connedion, 
the  advantage  of  which  was  merely  negative,  fuch  a 
price  was  paid  by  England  as  had  never  been  given 
by  any  other  Potentate  of  Europe,  even  for  fcrvices 
of  the  greateft  importance. 

§ XVL  About  the  latter  end  of  November,  the 
Saxon  Minifter  at  Ratifbon  delivered  to  the  diet  a 
nev/  and  ample  memorial,  explaining  the  lament*- 
able  date  of  that  eledorate,  and  imploring  afrefh 
the  afliftance  of  the  empire.  The  King  ot  Pruffia 
had  alfo  addrelTed  a letter  to  the  diet,  demanding 
fuccour  of  the  feveral  States,  agreeably  to  their  gua- 
rantees of  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia  and  Drefden  : 
but  the  Miniller  of  Mentz,  as  diredor  of  the  diet, 
having  refufed  to  lay  it  before  that  affembly,  the 
Minifter  of  Brandenburgh  ordered  it  to  be  printed, 
and  fent  to  his  Court  for  further  inftrudions.  In. 
the  mean  time,  his  Pruftian  Majefty  thought  proper 
to  intimate  to  the  King  and  Senate  of  Poland,  that 
Ihould  the  Pruftian  troops  be  permitted  to  march 
through  that  kingdom,  they  might  exped  to  fee 
their  country  made  a feene  of  war  and  defolation. 

In  France,  the  profped  of  a general  and  fanguinary 
war  did  not  at  all  allay  the  difturbance  which  fprang 
from  the  diflention  between  the  Clergy  and  Parlia- 
ment, touching  the  bull  Unigenitus.  The  King 
being  again  brought  over  to  the  ecclefiaftical  fide  of 
the  difpute,  received  a brief  from  the  Pope,  laying 
it  down  as  a fundamental  article,  that  whofoever 
refufes  to  fubmit  to  the  bull  Unigenitus  is  in  the 
w'ay  to  damnation  : and  certain  cafes  are  fpecified, 
in  which  the  facraments  are  to  be  denied.  The 
Parliament  of  Paris,  confidering  this  brief  or  bull  as 
a dired  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the  Gallican  church, 
iftued  an  arret  or  decree,  fuppreffing  the  faid  bull ; 
referving  to  themfelves  the  right  of  providing  againft: 
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KOOK  the  inconveniencies  with  which  it  might  be  attended  ; 
as  well  as  the  privilege  to  maintain  in  their  full 

^ force  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  the  power  and 

jurifdiftion  of  the  Bifhops,  the  liberties  of  the  Gal- 
lican  church,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the  realm.  The 
King,  diflatisfied  with  their  interpofition,  declared 
his  defign  to  hold  a bed  of  juftice  in  perfon  at  the 
palace.  Accordingly,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, the  whole  body  of  his  guards,  amounting  to 
ten  thoufand  men,  took  poll  in  the  city  of  Paris  : 
and  next  day  the  King  repaired  with  the  ufual  cere- 
mony to  the  palace,  where  the  bed  of  juftice  was 
held:  among  other  regulations,  an  edicft  was  ilfued 
for  fupprefting  the  fourth  and  fifth  chambers  of  in- 
quefts,  the  members  of  which  had  remarkably  dif- 
tinguiftied  themfelves  by  their  oppofition  to  the  bull 
Unigenitus. 

§ XVII.  In  England,  the  dearth  of  corn,  arifing 
in  a great  meafure  from  the  iniquitous  pra61:ice  of 
engrofling,  was  fo  feverely  felt  by  the  common  peo- 
ple, that  infurredtions  were  raifed  in  Shropftiire  and 
Warwickfhire  by  the  populace,  in  conjundlion  with 
the  colliers,  who  feized  by  violence  all  the  provifion 
they  could  find  •,  pillaging  without  diftindlion  the 
millers,  farmers,  grocers,  and  butchers,  until  they 
were  difperfed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  country,  at 
the  heads  of  their  tenants  and  dependents.  Difor- 
ders  of  the  fame  nature  were  excited  by  the  colliers 
on  the  foreft  of  Dean,  and  thofe  employed  in  the 
works  in  Cumberland.  The  corporations,  noble- 
men, and  gentlemen,  in  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, exerted  themfelves  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
who  were  greatly  diftrefled ; and  a grand  council 
being  affembled  at  St.  James’s  on  the  fame  fubjedl, 
a proclamation  w^as  publiftied,  for  putting  the  laws 
in  fpeedy  and  effedlual  execution  againft  the  fore- 
ftallers  and  engroffers  of  corn. 

§ XVIII.  The  fear  of  an  invafion  having  now 
fubfided,  and  Hanover  being  fuppofed  in  greater 

danger 
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danger  than  Great-Britain,  the  auxiliaries  of  that  c 
ele6lorate  were  tranfported  from  England  to  their 
own  country.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  feafon,  when 
the  weather  became  fevere,  the  innkeepers  of  Eng- 
land refufed  to  admit  the  HelTian  foldiers  into  win- 
ter quarters,  as  no  provifion  had  been  made  for  that 
purpofe  by  a£t  of  Parliament ; fo  that  they  were 
obliged  to  hut  their  camp,  and  remain  in  the  open 
fields  till  January:  but  the  rigour  of  this  uncom- 
fortable fituation  was  foftened  by  the  hand  of  gene- 
rous charity,  which  liberally  fupplied  them  with  all 
manner  of  refrefhment,  and  other  conveniencies ; 
an  humane  interpofition,  which  refcued  the  national 
charadter  from  the  imputation  of  cruelty  and  ingrar 
titude. 

§ XIX.  On  the  fecond  day  of  December,  his 
Majefty  opened  the  feffion  of  Parliament  with  a 
fpeech  that  feemed  to  be, dictated  by  the  genius  of 
tingland.  He  expreffed  his  confidence,  that,  under 
the  guidance  of  divine  Providence,  the  union,  for- 
titude, and  affedlion  of  his  people  would  enable  him 
to  furmount  ail  difficulties,  and  vindicate  the  dig- 
nity of  his  Crown  againfl;  the  ancient  enemy  of 
Great-Britain.  He  declared,  that  the  fuccour  and 
prefervation  of  America  conftituted  a main  objedt  of 
his  attention  and  Ibllicitude  ; and  obferved,  that  the 
growing  dangers  to  which  the  Britiffi  colonies  might 
ftand  expofed,  from  late  lofies  in  that  country,  de- 
manded refolutions  of  vigour  and  difpatch.  He 
faid,  an  adequate  and  firm  defence  at  home  ffiould 
maintain  the  chief  place  in  his  thoughts  ; and  in  this 
great  view  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  to 
remove  all  grounds  of  dilfatisfadlion  from  his  peo- 
ple : for  this  end,  he  recommended  to  the  care  and 
diligence  of  the  Parliament  the  framing  of  a national 
militia,  planned  and  regulated  whth  equal  regard  to 
the  juft  rights  of  his  crown  and  people  ; an  inftitu- 
tion  w'hich  might  become  one  good  refource  in  tiine 
of  general  danger.  l ie  took  notice  that  the  unna- 
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tnral  union  of  councils  abroad,  the  calamities  which, 
in  confeqiience  of  this  unhappy  conjundtion,  might, 
by  irruptions  of  foreign  armies  into  the  empire,  fliake 
its  conftitution,  overturn  its  fyftem,  and  threaten 
opprefTion  to  the  Proteftant  intereft  on  the  continent, 
were  events  which  muft  fenfibly  affect  the  minds  of 
theBritifh  nation,  and  had  fixed  the  eyes  of  Europe 
on  this  new  and  dangerous  crifis.  He  gave  them  to 
imderftand  that  the  body  of  his  eleftoral  troops, 
which  were  brought  hither  at  the  defire  of  his  Parlia- 
ment, he  had  now  directed  to  return  to  his  domi- 
nions in  Germany,  relying  with  pleafure  on  the  fpi- 
rit  and  zeal  of  his  people,  in  defence  of  his  perfon 
and  realm.  Lie  told  the  Commons  that  he  confided 
in  their  wifdom,  for  preferring  more  vigorous  efforts, 
though  more  expenfivc,  to  a lefs  cffeftual,  and  there- 
fore lefs  frugal  plan  of  war  ; that  he  had  placed  be- 
fore them  the  dangers  and  neceflities  of  the  publick  ; 
and  It  was  their  duty  to  lay  the  burthens  they  fhould 
judge  unavoidable  in  fuch  a manner  as  would  lead; 
difturb  and  exhaufl  his  people.  He  expreffed  his 
concern  for  the  fufierings  of  the  poor,  arifing  from 
the  prefent  dearth  of  corn,  and  for  the  difturbances 
to  v^^hich  it  had  given  rife;  and  exhorted  his  Par- 
liament to  confider  of  proper  provifions  for  prevent- 
ing the  like  mifehiefs  hereafter.  He  concluded  with 
remarking,  that  unprolperous  events  of  war  in  the 
Mediterranean,  had  drawn  from  his  fubjefts  fignal 
proofs  how  dearly  they  tendered  the  honour  of  his 
Crown  ; therefore,  they  could  not,  on  his  part,  fail 
to  meet  with  juft  returns  of  uiwearied  care,  and  un- 
ceafing  endeavours  for  the  glory,  profperity,  and 
happinefs  of  his  people. 

§ XX.  The  King  having  retired  from  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  the  fpeech  was  read  by  L.ord  Sandys,  ap- 
pointed to  ad  as  Speaker  to  that  Houfe  ; then  Earl 
Gower  moved  for  an  addrefs,  wLich,  however,  was 
not  carried  without  objection.  In  one  part  of  it  his 
Majefty  was  thanked  for  having  caufed  a body  of 
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deftoral  troops  to  come  into  England  at  the  requeft  chap. 
of  his  Parliament ; and  this  article  was  difagreeable  , 

to  thofe  who  had  difapproved  of  the  requeft  in  the 
laft  feffion.  They  faid  they  wifhed  to  fee  the  prefent 
addrefs  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  ; a fa- 
tisfadion  they  could  not  have,  if  fuch  a paragraph 
fhould  be  inferred  : for  they  ftill  thought  the  bring- 
ing over  Hanoverian  troops  a prepofterous  meafure ; 
becaufe  it  had  not  only  loaded  the  nation  with  an 
enormous  expence,  but  alfo  furnilhed  the  Court  of 
France  with  a plaufible  pretence  for  invading  the 
eleftorate,  which  otherwife  it  would  have  no  hiadow 
of  reafon  to  attack  ; befides,  the  expedient  was  held 
in  reprobation  by  the  fubjefts  in  general,  and  fuch 
a paragraph  might  be  confidered  as  an  infult  on  the 
people.  Notwithftanding  thefe  exceptions,  which 
did  not  feem  to  be  very  important,  the  addrefs, 
including  this  paragraph,  was  approved  by  a great 
majority. 

§ XXI.  In  the  addrefs  of  the  Commons  no  fuch 
paragraph  was  inferred.  As  foon  as  the  Speaker 
had  recited  his  Majefty’s  fpeech,  Mr.  C.  Townfliend 
propofed  the  heads  of  an  addrefs,  to  which  the  Houfe 
unanimoufly  agreed  ; and  it  was  prefented  accord- 
ingly. This  neceifary  form  was  no  fooner  difeufted, 
than  the  Houfe,  with  a warmth  of  humanity  and 
benevolence  fuitable  to  fuch  an  alfembly,  refolved 
itfelf  into  a committee,  to  deliberate  on  that  part  of 
his  Majefty’s  fpeech  which  related  to  the  dearth  of 
corn  that  fo  much  diftrefled  the  poorer  ciafs  of 
people.  A bill  was  immediately  framed,  to  prohi- 
bit, for  a time  limited,  the  exportation  of  corn, 
malt,  meal,  flour,  bread,  bifeuit,  and  ftarch  j and 
a refolution  unanimoufly  taken  to  addrefs  the  Sove- 
reign, that  an  embargo  might  be  forthwith  laid  upon 
all  fhips  laden  or  to  be  laden  with  thefe  comiTxodi- 
ties  to  be  exported  from,  the  ports  of  Great-Britain 
and  Ireland.  At  the  fame  rime.  Vice  Admiral  Bof- 
cawen,  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  informed  the 
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BOOK  Houfe,  that  the  King  and  the  Board  having  been 
dilTatisfied  with  the  condu6l  of  Admiral  Byng,  in  a 
late  adtion  with  the  French  fleet  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  for  the  appearance  of  his  not  having 
adled  agreeably  to  his  inflrudtions  for  the  relief  of 
Minorca,  he  was  then  in  cuflody  of  the  Marllial  of 
the  Admiralty,  in  order  to  be  tried  by  a court- 
martial  : that  although  this  was  no  more  than  what 
was  ufual  in  like  cafes,  yet  as  Admiral  Byng  was  then 
, a member  of  the  Houfe,  and  as  his  confinement 
might  detain  him  fome  time  from  his  duty  there, 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  thought  it  a refpedt  due  to 
the  Houfe  to  inform  them  of  the  com^mitment  and 
detainer  of  the  faid  Admiral.  This  meflTage  being 
delivered,  the  journal  of  the  Houfe  in  relation  to 
Rear-Admiral  Knowles  * was  read,  and  what  Mr, 
Bofeawen  now  communicated  was  alfo  inferted. 

§ XXII.  The  Committees  of  fupply,  and  of  ways 
and  means,  being  appointed,  took  into  confideration 
the  necelTities  of  the  State,  and  made  very  ample 

provifion 


* Rear-Admiral  Knowles  being,  in  the  month  of  December,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  tried  at  Deptford,  before  a 
Court-martial,  for  his  behaviour  in  and  relating  to  an  aclion  which 
happened  on  the  firft  day  of  Oftober  in  the  preceding  year,  between  a 
Britifh  fquadron  under  his  command,  and  a fquadron  of  Spain,  the 
Court  was  iinanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the  faid  Knowles,  while  he 
•was  (landing  for  the  enemy,  might,  by  a different  difpofition  of  his 
fquadron,  have  begun  the  attack  with  fix  fiiips  as  early  in  the  day  as 
four  of  them  were  engaged  ; and  that,  therefore,  by  his  neglefting 
fo  to  do,  he  gave  the  enemy  a manifeft  advantage ; that  the  faid 
Knewles  remained  on  board  the  (Itip  Cornwall  with  his  flag,  after  (he 
was  difabled  from  continuing  the  aifion,  though  he  might,  upon  her 
being  difabled,  have  fliifted  his  flag  on  board  another  (hip  j and  the 
Court  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  he  ought  to  have  done  lb,  in  or- 
der to  have  conduced  and  direfled,  during  the  whole  a6lion,  the  mo- 
tions of  the  fquadron  entrufted  to  his  care  and  condutf.  Upon  con- 
fideraiion  of  the  whole  conduft  of  the  faid  Knowles,  relating  to  that 
aftion,  the  Court  did  unanimoufly  agree  that  he  fell  under  part  of 
t!je  fourteenth  article  of  the  Articles  of  War,  namely,  the  word  Ne- 
gligence, and  no  other;  and  alfo  under  the  twenty-third  article.— 
The  Court,  therefore,  unanimoufly  adjudged  that  he  fiiould  be  repri- 
manded for  not  bringing  up  the  fquadron  in  clofer  order  than  he  did, 
and  not  beginning  the  attack  with  as  great  force  as  he  might  Ivave 
done  ; and  alio  lor  not  fliifting  his  flag,  upon  the  Cornwall’s  being 
difabled. 
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provifion  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  maintain  the 
war  with  vigour.  They  granted  fifty-five  thoufand  . - T ^ 
men  for  the  fea-fervice,  including  eleven  thoufand  An.  1757. 
four  hundred  and  nineteen  marines;  and  for  the 
land-fervice  forty-nine  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-nine  effective  men,  comprehending  four  thou- 
fand and  eight  invalids.  The  fupply  was  granted 
for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  forces,  as  well  as  for 
the  troops  of  Heffe  and  Hanover ; for  the  Ordnance ; 
the  levy  of  new  regiments  ; for  affifting  his  Majefty 
m forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of  obfervation, 
for  the  juft  and  neceftary  defence  and  prefervation  of 
his  electoral  dominions,  and  thofe  of  his  allies ; and 
towards  enabling  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with 
the  King  of  PrufTia  ; for  the  fecurity  of  the  Empire 
' againft  the  irruption  of  foreign  * armies,  as  well  as 
for  the  fupport  of  the  common  caufe ; for  building 
and  repairs  of  fhips,  hiring  tranfports,  payment  of 
half-pay  officers,  and  the  penfions  of  widows ; for 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  difcharge  the  like  fum,  raifed 
in  purfuance  of  an  ad  pafled  in  the  laft  feffion  of 
Parliament,  and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  or  fup- 
plies  to  be  granted  in  this  feffion,  for  enabling  the 
governors  and  guardians  of  the  holpital  for  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  expofed  and  deferted 
young  children  to  receive  all  fuch  children,  under  a 
certain  age,  as  fhould  be  brought  to  the  faid  hofpi- 
tal  within  the  compafs  of  one  year  f ; for  maintain- 
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* Nothing  could  more  glorloufly  evince  the  generofity  of  a Britifb 
Parliament  than  this  interpofition  for  defending  the  liberties  of  Ger- 
many, in  conjunction  with  two  Electors  only,  againft  the  I'enfe  of  the 
other  feven,  and  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
Head  of  the  Empire,  who,  in  the  fequel,  ftigmatifed  thefe  two  Princes 
as  rebels,  and  treated  one  of  them  as  an  out- law. 

f This  charity,  eftabliftied  by  voluntary  contribution,  might,  un- 
der proper  reftriftions,  prove  beneficial  to  the  commonwealth,  by 
refcuing  deferted  children  from  mifery  and  death,  and  qualifying 
them  for  being  fervlceable  members  of  the  community;  but  fince  the 
liberality  of  Parliament  hath  enabled  the  governors  and  corporation 
to  receive  ail  the  childreq  that  are  prefen  ted,  without  queftion  or  li- 
mitation, the  yearly  expence  hath  I'wclled  into  a national  grievance. 
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BOOK  ing  and  fupporting  the  new  fettlement  of  Nova- 
Scotia ; for  repairing  and  finifliing  military  roads ; 
for  making  good  his  Majefty’s  engagements  with 
the  Landgrave  of  HefTe-Caffel ; for  the  expence  of 
marching,  recruiting,  and  remounting  German 
troops  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain ; for  empowering 
his  Majefty  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expences  of 
the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  for  the  fervice 
of  the  enfuing  year,  and  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as 
might  be  neceifary  to  difappoint  or  defeat  any  en- 
terprizes  or  deligns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  ffiould  require  ^ for  the  paym^ent  of  fuch 
perfons,  in  fuch  a manner  as  his  Majefty  fhould 
direct,  for  the  ufe  and  relief  of  his  fubjecffs  in  the 
feveral  provinces  of  North  and  South  Carolina  and 
Virginia,  in  recompence  for  fuch  fervices  as,  with 
the  approbation  of  his  Majefty’s  Commander  in 
chief  in  America,  they  rerpe6lively  had  performed, 
or  fhould  perform,  either  by  putting  thefe  provinces 
in  a ftate  of  defence,  or  by  acting  with  vigour  againft 
the  enemy;  for  enabling  the  Eaft-India  Company  to 
defray  the  expehce  of  a military  force  in  their  fettle- 
ments,  to  be  maintained  in  them,  in  lieu  of  a bat- 
talion of  his  Majefty’s  forces  withdrawn  from  thofe 
forts  and 'factories ; for  the  maintenance  and  fupport 
of  the  forts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa ; for  widening 
,the  avenues,  and  rendering  more  fafe  and  commo- 
dious the  ftreets  and  paffages  leading  from  Charing- 
crofs  .to  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  the  Courts 
of  Juftice,  and  the  new  Bridge  at  Weftininfter*. 

Such 

and  the  humane  purpofes  of  the  original  Inftitution  are  in  a great 
neafure  defeated.  Inftead  of  an  afylum  for  poor  forlorn  orphans  and 
abandoned  foundlings,  it  is  become  a general  receptacle  for  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  the  diflblute,  who  care  not  to  work  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  families.  The  hol'pital  itfelf  is  a plain  edifice,  well  pontrived 
for  oeconomy  and  convenience,  ftanding  on  the  north  fide  of  the  city, 
and  a little  detached  from  it,  in  an  agreeable  and  falubrious  fituation. 
The  hall  is  adorned  with  Tome  good  paintings,  the  chapel  is  elegant, 
and  the  regulations  are  admirable. 

* The  bridge  at  Weftminfter  may  be  ccnfidered  as  a national  or- 
nament. It  was  built  at  the  pubiick  expence,  from  the  neighbour- 
hood 
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Such  were  the  articles  under  which  we  may  fpecify 
the  fupplies  of  this  year,  on  the  whole  amounting  to 
eight  millions  three  hundred  fifty  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  nine  fnillings,  and 
three-pence.  It  mull  be  acknowledged  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Adminiftration,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons could  not  have  exhibited  ftronger  marks  of 
their  attachment  to  the  Crown  and  Perfon  of  their 
Sovereign,  as  well  as  of  their  defire  to  fee  the  force 
of  the  nation  exerted  with  becoming  fpirit.  The 
fums  granted  by  the  Committee  of  fupply  did  not 
exceed  eight  millions  three  hundred  fifty  thoufand 
three  hundred  twenty-five  pounds,  nine  flfillings, 
and  three-pence ; the  funds  eftablifhed  amounted  to 
eight  millions  fix  hundred  eighty-nine  thoufand  fifty- 
one  pounds,  nineteen  fhillings,  and  feven-pence ; fo 
that  there  was^  an  overplus  of  three  hundred  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-fix  pounds, 
ten  fliillings,  and  four-pence ; an  excefs  which  was 
thought  necefiary,  in  cafe  the  lottery,  w-hich  was 
founded  on  a new  plan,  fhould  not  fucceed. 

§ XXIII.  Some  of  thefe  impofitions  were  deemed 
grievous  hardfnips  by  thofe  upon  whom  they  imme- 
diately fell ; and  many  friends  of  their  country  ex- 
claimed againfi;  the  proje61;ed  army  of  obfervation  in 
Germany,  as  the  commencement  of  a ruinous  con- 
tinental war,  which  it  was  neither  the  interefc  of  the 
nation  to  undertake,  nor  in  their  power  to  maintain, 
without  ftarving  the  operations  by  fea,  and  in  Ame- 
rica, founded  on  Britifli  principles  5 without  con- 
tracting fuch  an  additional  load  of  debts  and  taxes, 
as  could  not  fail  to  terminate  in  bankruptcy  and 
diftrefs.  To  thofe  dependents  of  the  miniltry,  who 
obferved,  that  as  Hanover  was  threatened  by  France 
for  its  connexion  with  Great-Britain,  it  ought,  in 
common  gratitude,  to  be  protected,  they  replied, 
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liooJ  of  Weflminfter  Hall  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  and  con- 
fills  of  thirteen  arches  conltrufted  with  ec^ual  elegance  and  limpU^ 
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iJ  o o K that  every  State,  in  aflifting  any  ally,  ought  to  have 
a regard  to  its  own  prefervation  : that,  if  the  King  of 
England  enjoyed  by  inheritance,  or  fiicceffion,  a 
province  in  the  heart  of  France,  it  would  be  equally 
abfurd  and  unjufl,  in  cafe  of  a rupture  with  that 
kingdom,  to  exhauft  the  treafures  of  Great-Britain 
in  the  defence  of  fuch  a province;  and  yet  the  in- 
habitants of  it  would  have  the  fame  right  to  com- 
plain that  they  fuffered  for  their  connexion  with 
England,  They  obferved,  that  other  dominions, 
ele6lorates,  and  principalities  in  Germany  were  fe- 
cured  by  the  conilitutions  of  the  Empire,  as  well  as 
by  fair  and  equal  alliances  with  their  co-eftates ; 
whereas  Hanover  flood  folitary,  like  a hunted  deer 
avoided  by  the  herd,  and  had  no  other  fhelter  but 
that  of  fhrinking  under  the  extended  fhield  of  Great- 
Britain  : that  the  relu6lance  expreflcd  by  the  Ger^ 
man  Princes  to  undertake  the  defence  of  thefe  do- 
minions flowed  from  a firm  perfuafion,  founded  on 
experience,  that  England  would  interpofe  as  a prin- 
cipal, and  not  only  draw  her  fword  againft  the  ene- 
mies of  the  ele6lorate,  but  concentrate  her  chief 
ftrength  in  that  obje6l,  and  wafle  her  treafures  in 
purchafjng  their  concurrence  ; that,  exclufive  of  an 
ample  revenue  drained  from  the  fweat  of  the  people, 
great  part  of  which  had  been  expended  in  continen- 
tal efforts,  the  whole  national  debt  ‘incurred,  fince 
the  acceffion  of  the  late  King,  had  been  contradled 
in  purfuance  of  meafures  totally  foreign  to  the  in- 
terefl  of  thefe  kingdoms:  that,  knee  Hanover  was 
the  favourite  objeft,  England  would  fave  money, 
and  great  quantities  of  Britifh  blood,  by  allowing 
France  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  eledlorate,  paying 
its  ranfom  at  the  peace,  and  indemnifying  the  inha- 
bitants for  the  damage  they  might  fuftain ; an  expe- 
dient that  would  be  produdlive  of  another  good 
confequence ; it  v/ould  roufe  the  German  Princes 
from  their  ahedled  indifference,  and  oblige  them  to 
exert  themfelves  whth  vigour,  in  order  to  avoid 
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thedetefted  neighbourhood  of  fuch  an  enterprifing 

§ XXIV.  The  article  of  the  fupply  relating  to  1757. 
the  army  of  obfervation  took  rife  from  a mefiage 
figned  by  his  Majefty,  and  prefented  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
now  promoted  to  the  office  of  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  ; a gentleman  who  had,  upon  fundry  occafions, 
combated  the  gigantick  plan  of  continental  con- 
nexions with  all  the  ftrength  of  reafon,  and  all  the 
powers  of  eloquence.  He  now  imparted  to  .the 
Houfe  an  intimation,  importing.  It  was  always  with 
reludance  that  his  Majefty  aftced  extraordinary  fup- 
plies  of  his  people ; but  as  the  united  councils,  and 
formidable  preparations  of  France  and  her  allies 
threatened  Europe  in  general  with  the  moft  alarming 
confequence^  and  as  thefe  unjuft  and  vindictive  de- 
figns  were  particularly  and  immediately  bent  againft 
his  Majefty’s  eledtoral  dominions,  and  thofe  of  his 
good  ally,  the  King  of  Pruffia,  his  Majefty  confided 
in  the  experienced  'zeal  and  afFedlion  of  his  faithful 
Commons,  that  they  would  chearfully  affift  him  in 
forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of  obfervation, 
for  the  juft  and  neceftary  defence  and  prefervation  of 
thofe  territories,  and  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  en- 
gagements with  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  Empire  againft  the  irruption  of  foreign  ar- 
mies, and  for  the  fupport  of  the  common  caufe. 
Pofterity  will  hardly  believe,  that  the  Emperor  and 
all  the  Princes  in  Germany  were  in  a confpiracy 
againft  their  country,  except  the  King  of  Pruftia,  the 
Elecftor  of  Hanover,  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hefte- 
Caftelj  and  they  will,  no  doubt,  be  furprifed,  that 
Great-Britain,  after  all  the  treaties  fhe  had  made, 
and  the  numberlefs  fubfidies  flie  had  granted,  fhould 
not  have  an  ally  left,  except  one  Prince,  fo  embar- 
raffied  in  his  own  affairs,  that  he  could  grant  her  no 
fuccour,  whatever  affiftance  he  might  demand.  The 
King’s  meftage  met  with  as  favourable  a reception 
■is  he  could  have  defired.  It  was  read  in  the  Houfe 
3 of 
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BOOK  of  Commons,  together  with  a copy  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween  Iiis  Majefly  and  the  King  of  Pruflia,  including 
' the  fecret  and  feparate  articles  and  the  declaration 
figned  on  each  fide  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  atWeft- 
riinder;  the  requeft  was  granted,  and  the  conven- 
tion approved.  With  equal  readinefs  did  they  gra- 
tify his  Majefty’s  inclination,  fignilied  in  another 
meiTage,  delivered  on  the  feventeenth  day  of  May, 
by  Lord  Bateman,  intimating.  That,  in  this  critical 
jun6lure,  emergencies  might  arife  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance, and  be  attended  with  the  mod  pernicious 
confequences,  if  proper  means  fhould  not  be  imme- 
diately applied  to  prevent  or  defeat  them ; his  Ma- 
jefty  was,  therefore,  defirous  that  the  Houfe  would 
enable  him  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expences  of 
the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  for  the  fervice  of 
'the  current  year;  and  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as 
might  be  necelTary  to  difappoint  or  defeat  any  enter- 
prifes  or  dehgns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of 
affairs  might  require.  The  committee  of  fupply 
forthwith  granted  a very  large  fum  for  thefe  purpofes, 
including  the  charge  of  German  mercenaries.  A 
like  melTage  being  at  the  fame  time  communicated 
to  the  Upper  Houfe,  their  lordfhips  voted  a very 
loyal  addrefs  upon  the  occafion;  and  when  the  article 
of  fupply,  which  it  produced  aiPiOng  the  Commons,  i 
fell  under  their  infpedion,  they  unanimoufy  agreed 
to  it,  by  way  of  a claufe  of  appropriation. 

§ XXV.  We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  firft 
bill  which  the  Commons  palTed  in  this  feffion,  was 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  by  prohibiting  the  expor- 
tation of  corn;  but  this  remedy  not  being  judged 
adequate  to  the  evil,  another  bill  was  framed,  re- 
moving, for  a limited  time,  the  duty  then  payabl(? 
upon  foreign  corn  and  flour  imported:  as  alfo  per- 
mitting, for  a certain  time,  all  fuch  foreign  corn, 
grain,  lueal,  bread,  bifeuit,  and  flour,  as  had  been 
or  fhculd  be  taken  from  the  enemy,  to  be  landed 
and  expended  in  the  kingdom  duty  free.  In  ordey 
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ft’ill  more  to  reduce  the  high  price  of  corn,  and  to  c h A }\ 
prevent  any  fupply  of  provifions  from  being  fent  to  ^ 

our  enemies  in  America,  a third  bill  was  brought  17^7, 
in,  prohibiting,  for  a time  therein  limited,  the  ex- 
portation of  corn,  grain,  meal,  malt,  flour,  bread, 
bifcuit,  fiarch,  beef,  pork,  bacon,  or  other  vi6tual, 
from  any  of  the  Britifli  plantations,  unlefs  to  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  from  one  colony  to  another. 

To  this  aft  two  claufes  were  added,  for  allowing 
thole  neceflhries,  mentioned  above,  to  be  imported 
in  foreign  built  fliips,  and  from  any  State  in  amity 
with  his  Majefly,  either  into  Great-Britain  or  Ire- 
land ; and  for  exporting  from  Southampton  or  Exe- 
ter to  the  Ifle  of  Man,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants, 
a quantity  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  meal,  or  flour, 
not  exceeding  two  thouland  five  hundred  quarters. 

The  Coinmons  would  have  flill  improved  their  hu- 
manity, had  they  contrived  and  eftabliflied  fome 
efleftual  method  to  puniflt  thofe  unfeeling  villains, 
who,  by  engrofTing  and  hoarding  up  great  quantities 
of  grain,  had  created  this  artificial  fcarcity,  and  de- 
prived their  fellow-creatures  of  bread,  with  a view 
to  their  own  private  advantage.  Upon  a fubfequent 
report  of  the  Committee,  the  Honfe  refolved,  that, 
to  prevent  tfie  high  price  of  wheat  and  bread,  no 
fpirits  fhould  be  diidiiled  from  wheat  for  a limited 
time.  While  the  bill,  formed  on  this  refolution, 
was  in  embryo,  a petition  wa.s  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
by  the  brewers  of  London,  Weftminfter,  Southwark, 
and  parts  adjacent,  reprefenting,  that,  v/hen  the  re- 
folution paired,  the  price  of  malt,  which  was  before 
too  high,  immediately  rofe  to  fuch  a degree,  that  the 
petitioners  found  themfelves  utterly  incapable  of 
carrying  on  bufinefs  at  the  price  malt  then  bore,  oc- 
cafioned,  as  they  conceived,  from  an  apprehenfion 
of  the  necelTity  the  diftiilers  would  be  under  to  make 
life  of  the  bed  pale  malt,  and  fubflitute  the  bed  bar- 
ley in  lieu  of  wheat : that,  in  fuch  a cafe,  the  markets 
would  not  be  able  to  fupply  a fuflicient  quantity  of 
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BOOK  barley  for  the  demands  of  both  profeffions,  befides 

^ other  neceiTary  ufes : they,  therefore,  prayed,  that 
in  regard  to  the  publick  revenue,  to  which  the 
trade  of  the  petitioners  fo  largely  contributed,  proper 
meafures  might  be  taken  for  preventing  the  publick 
lofs,  and  relieving  their  particular  diftrefs.  The 
Houfe  would  not  lend  a deaf  ear  to  a remonfbrance 
in  which  the  revenue  was  concerned.  The  members 
appointed  to  prepare  the  bill  immediately  received 
infcruftions  to  make  provifion  in  it  to  reflrain,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  diftilling  of  barley,  malt,  and  all 
grain  whatfoever.  The  bill  w^as  framed  accordingly, 
but  did  not  pafs  without  ftrenuous  oppofition.  To 
this  prohibition  it  was  objefled,  that  there  are  al- 
ways large  quantities  of  wheat  and  barley  in  the 
kingdom  fo  much  damaged,  as  to  be  unfit  for  any 
ufe  but  the  diftillery,  confequently  a reftri6lion  of 
this  nature  would  ruin  many  farmers,  and  others 
employed  in  the  trade  of  malting.  Particular  in- 
terefts,  however,  mull  often  be  facrificed  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community ; and  the  prefent  diftrefs- 
prevailed  over  the  profpeft  of  this  difadvantage.  If 
they  had  allowed  any  fort  of  grain  to  be  diftilled,  it 
would  have  been  impoftible  to  prevent  the  diftilling 
of  every  kind.  The  prohibition  was  limited  to  two 
months;  but  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  the 
fcarcity  ftill  continuing,  it  was  protracled  by  a new 
bill' to  the  eleventh  day  of  December,  with  a provifo, 
empowering  his  Majefty  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  any 
time  after  the  eleventh  day  of  May,  if  fuch  a ftep 
fhould  be  judged  for  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom. 

§ XXVI.  The  next  bill  that  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Commons  v/as  a meafure  of  the  utmoft 
national  importance,  though  fecretly  diftiked  by 
many  individuals  of  the  legiflature,  who  neverthe- 
lefs  did  not  venture  to  avow  their  difapprobation. 
The  eftabliflament  of  a militia  w'as  a very  popular 
and  defirable  object,  but  attended  with  numberlefs 
.diincukies,  and  a competition  of  interefts  which  it 
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was  impofflble  to  reconcile.  It  had  formerly  been 
an  inexhauftible  fource  of  contention  between  the 
Crown  and  the  Commons ; but  now  both  apparently 
concurred  in  rendering  it  ferviceable  to  the  common- 
wealth; though  fome  acquiefced  in  the  fcheme, 
who  were  not  at  all  hearty  in  its  favour.  On  the 
fourth  day  of  December,  a motion  was  made  for  the 
bill,  by  Colonel  George  Townfhend,  eldeft  fon  of 
Lord  Vifcount  Townfhend,  a gentleman  of  courage, 
fenfe,  and  probity ; endued  with  penetration  to  dif- 
cern,  and  honefty  to  purfue  the  real  intereft  of  his 
country,  in  defiance  of  power,  in  contempt  of  pri- 
vate advantages.  Leave  being  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  better  ordering  of  the  militia  forces  in 
the  feveral  counties  of  England,  the  taflc  of  prepar- 
ing it  was  allotted  to  Mr.  TownOiend,  and  a confi- 
derable  number  of  the  moil  able  members  in  the 
Houfe,  comprehending  his  own  brother,  Mr.  Charles 
Townihend,  whofe  genius  flione  with  diilinguifhed. 
luilre : he  was  keen,  difcerning,  eloquent,  and  ac- 
curate ; poiTefTed  a remarkable  vivacity  of  parts, 
with  a furprifing  folidity  of  underftanding ; was  a 
wit  without  arrogance,  a patriot  without  prejudice, 
and  a courtier  without  dependance. 

§ XXVII.  While  the  militia  bill  remained  under 
confideration  of  the  Eloufe,  a petition  for  a confti- 
tutional  and  well  regulated  mdlitia  was  prefented  by 
the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  the  King’s 
town  and  pariili  of  Maidilone,  in  Kent,  in  Common- 
Council  aifembled.  At  the  fame  time  remonflrances 
v/ere  offered  by  the  proteflant  diffenting  minifters  of 
the  three  denominations  in  and  about  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weilminfter;  by  the  Proteflant  Dif- 
fenters  of  Shrewfbury;  the  diffenting  Miniflers  of 
Devonfhire ; the  Proteflant  Diffenters,  being  free- 
holders and  burgeffes  of  the  town,  and  county  of 
the  town  of  Nottingham,  joined  with  other  inha- 
bitants of  the  church  of  England,  expreffing  their 
apprehenfion,  that,  in  the  bill  then  depending,  it 
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BOOK  might  be  propofed  to  ena6l,  that  the  laid  mllitiii 
^ flioiild  be  exercifed  on  the  Lord’s  day,  commonly 
1757.  called  Sunday,  and  praying  that  no  claufe  for  fuch 
purpofe  might  pafs  into  a law.  Though  nothing 
could  be  more  ridiculoufly  fanatick  and  impertinent 
than  the  declaration  of  fuch  a fcruple  againft  a prac- 
tice fo  laudable  and  neceflary,  in  a country  where 
that  day  of  the  week  is  generally  fpent  in  merry-mak- 
ing, riot,  and  debauchery,  the  Houfe  paid  fo  much 
regard  to  the  fqueamifh  confciences  of  thofe  puritanical 
petitioners,  that  Monday  was  pitched  upon  for  the 
day  of  exercife  to  the  militia,  though  on  fuch  work- 
ing days  they  might  be  much  more  profitably  em- 
ployed, both  for  themfelves  and  their  country  j and 
tliat  no  religious  pretence  fhould  be  left  for  oppofing 
the  progrefs  and  execution  of  the  bill,  proper  claufes 
were  inferred  for  the  relief  of  the  quakers.  Another 
petition  and  counter-petition  were  delivered  by  the 
magiftrates,  freeholders,  and  burgeffes  of  the  town 
of  Nottingham,  in  relation  to  their  particular  fran- 
chifes,  which  were  accordingly  confidered  in  fram- 
ing the  bill. 

§ XXVIII.  After  mature  deliberation,  and  divers 
alterations,  it  paffed  the  Lower-Houfe,  and  was 
fent  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence ; here  it  un- 
derwent feveral  amendments,  one  of  which  was  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  militia-men  to  one  half 
of  what  the  Commons  had  propofed;  namely,  to 
thirty-tv/o  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty  men  for 
the  whole  kingdom  of  England  and  Wales.  The 
amendments  being  canvaffed  in  the  Lower-Houfe, 
met  with  fome  oppofition,  and  divers  conferences 
with  their  Lordfhips  enfued : at  length,  however, 
the  two  El oufes 'agreed  to  every  article,  and  the  bill 
foon  received  the  royal  fandion.  No  provifion, 
however,  was  made  for  clothes,  arms,  accoutremients, 
and  pay ; had  regulations  been  made  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes,  the  act  would  have  become  a money-bill,  in 
which  the  Lords  could  have  made  no  amendment : 
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m order,  therefore,  to  prevent  any  difference  be-  ^ 
tween  the  two  Houfes,  on  a difpute  of  privileges  not 
■^et  deternnined,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Peers  might  1737* 
make  what  amendments  they  lliould  think  expedi- 
ent, the  Commons  left  the  expence  of  the  militia 
to  be  regulated  in  a fubfequent  bill,  during  the  fol- 
lowing feffion,  when  they  could  with  more  certainty 
compute  what  fum  would  be  neceffary  for  theie  pur- 
pofes.  After  all,  the  bill  feemed  to  be  crude,  im- 
perfed,  and  ineffedtual,  and  the^  promoters  of  it 
were  well  aware  of  its  defeds  ; but  they  were  appre- 
henfive  that  it  would  have  been  dropped  altogether, 
had  they  infilled  upon  the  fcheme’s  being  executed 
in  its  full  extent.  They  were  eager  to  feife  this  op- 
portunity of  trying  an  experiment,  which  might 
afterwards  be  improved  to  a greater  national  advan- 
tage ; and,  therefore,  they  acquiefced  in  many  re- 
flriftions  and  alterations,  which  otherwife  would  not 
have  been  adopted. 

§ XXIX.  The  next  meafure  that  fell  under  the 
confideration  of  the  Houfe  was  rendered  neceffary 
by  the  inhofpitable  perfeverance  of  the  publicans 
and  inn-holders,  who  conceived  themfelves  not 
obliged  by  law  to  receive  or  give  quarters  in  their 
houfes  to  any  foreign  troops,  and  accordingly  re- 
fufed  admittance  to  the  Heflian  auxiliaries,  who  be- 
gan to  be  dreadfully  incommoded  by  the  fe verity  of 
tlie  weather.  This  obje6lion  implying  an  attack 
upon  the  prerogative,  the  Government  did  not  think 
fit,  at  this  jundlure,  to  difpute  any  other  way,  th*an 
by  procuring  a new  law  in  favour  of  thofe  foreigners. 

It  was  intituled,  “ A bill  to  make  provifion  for 
quartering  the  foreign  troops  now  in  this  king- 
dom,”  prepared  by  Lord  Barrington,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Solicitor-General, 
and  immediately  paffed  without  oppofition.  This 
flep  being  taken,  another  bill  was  brought  in,  for 
the  regulation  of  the  marine-forces  while  on  fliore. 

This  was  almoft  a tranfcript  of  the  mutinv  acl,  with 
' 4 this 
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BOOK  this  material  difference : it  empowered  the  Admi- 
lit*  ralty  to  grant  commiffions  for  holding  general 
Courts-Martial,  and  to  do  every  thing,  and  in  the 
fame  manner,  as  his  Majefty  is  empowered  to  do 
by  the  ufual  mutiny-bill ; confequently,  every  claufe 
was  adopted  without  queftion. 

§XXX.  The  fame  favourable  reception  was 
given  to  a bill  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effeftual  re- 
cruiting his  Majefty's  land  forces  and  marines ; a 
law  which  threw  into  the  hands  of  many  ‘worthlefs 
magillrates  an  additional  power  of  oppreffing  their 
fellow  creatures:  all  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  Commif- 
fioners  for  the  land-tax,  Magillrates  of  Corpora- 
tions and  Boroughs,  were  empowered  to  meet  by 
diredlion  of  tfie  Secretary  at  War,  communicated 
in  precepts  iffued  by  the  high  Sheriffs,  or  their  depu- 
ties, within  their  refpe61;ive  divifions,  and  at  their 
ufual  place  of  meeting,  to  qualify  themfelves  for  the 
execution  of  the  a6l : then  they  were  required  to 
appoint  the  times  and  places  for  their  fucceeding 
meetings;  to  iffue  precepts  to  the  proper  officers  for 
thefe  fucceeding  meetings ; and  to  give  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  every  meeting  to  fuch  military 
officer,  as,  by  notice  from  the  Secretary  at  War, 
ffiould  be  dire6ted  to  attend  that  fervice.  The  an- 
nual bill  for  preventing  mutiny  and  defertion  met 
with  no  objedlions,  and  indeed  contained  nothing 
effentially  different  from  that  which  had  paffed  in 
the  lafh  feffion.  The  next  law  enadled,  was,  for  the 
further  preventing  embezzlement  of  goods  and  ap- 
parel by  thofe  with  whom  they  are  entrulled,  and 
putting  a flop  to  the  pradlice  of  gaming  in  publick 
houfes.  By  this  bill  a penalty  was  inflifted  on  pawn- 
brokers, in  a fummary  way,  for  receiving  goods, 
knowing  them  not  to  be  the  property  of  the  pledger, 
and  pawned  without  the  authority  of  the  owner*. 

With 

* It  was  enafted,  that  perfons  pawning,  exchanging,  or  difpodng 
of  goods,  without  leave  of  the  owner,  fliould  fuffer  in  the  penalty  of 
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With  refpe^i:  to  gaming,  the  a6t  ordained,,  that  all  ^ P* 
publicans  fuflFering  journeymen,  labourers,  fervants, , ^ ^ 

or  apprentices  to  game  with  cards,  dice,  fhuffle-  1757. 
boards,  mifliffippi,  or  billiard  tables,  Ikittles,  nine- 
pins, &c.  fliould  forfeit  forty  lliillings  for  the  hrft 
offence,  and  for  every  fubfequent  offence  ten  pounds 
fhould  be  levied  by  diftrefs. 

§ XXXI.  Divers  inconveniences  having  refulted 
from  the  interpofition  ofjuftices,  who,  in  purfuance 
of  an  aft  of  Parliament  paffed  in  the  prefent  reign, 
affumed  the  right  of  eftablifliing  rates  for  the  pay- 
ment of  wages  to  weavers,  feveral  petitions  were 
offered  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  reprefenting  the 
evil  confequences  of  fuch  an  eftabiilhment ; and 
although  thefe  arguments  were  anfwered  and  op- 
pofed  in  counter-petitions,  the  Commons,  aftu- 
ated  by  a laudable  concern  for  the  intereft  of  the 
woollen  manufafture,  after  due  deliberation,  removed  ' 
the  grievance  by  a new  bill,  repealing -fo  much  of 
the  former  aft  as  empowered  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
to  make  rates  for  the  payment  of  wages*. — The 

VoL.  IV.  E Commons 


twenty  {hillings;  and,  on  non-payment,  be  committed  for  fourteen 
days  to  hard  labour;  afterwards,  if  the  money  could  not  then  be 
paid,  to  be  whipped  publickly  in  the  Houte  of  Correction,  or  llicb 
other  place  as  the  Jullice  of»the  Peace  fliould  appoint,  on  applica- 
tion of  the  profecutor;  that  every  pawnbroker  fliould  make  entry  of 
the  perfon’s  name  and  place  of  abode  who  pledges  any  goods  with 
him  ; and  the  pledger,  if  he  required  it,  (hould  have  a duplicate  of 
that  entry ; that  a pawnbroker,  receiving  linen  or  apparel  entiuifed 
to  others  to  be  wafhed  or  mended,  fliould  forfeit  double  the  fum  lent 
upon  it,  and  reflore  the  goods;  that  upon  oath  of  any  perfoi*  whole 
goods  are  unlawfully  pawned  or  exchanged,  the  Julfice  (hall  ilfue  a 
warrant  to  learch  the  fulpefted  perfon’s  houfe  ; and  upon  refulal  of 
admittance  the  officer  might  break  open  the  door ; that  goods 
pawned  for  any  fum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  might  be  recovered 
within  two  years,  the  owner  making  oath  of  the  pawning,  and  ten- 
dering the  principal,  interefl,  and  charges  ; that  goods  remaining 
unredeemed  for  two  years  fhould  be  forfeited  and  fold,  the  overplus 
to  be  accounted  for  to  the  owner  on  demand. 

* It  likewife  imported,  that  all  contrafts  or  agreements  made  be- 
tween clothiers  and  weavers,  in  refpedt,  to  wages,  fhould,  from  and 
after  the  firft  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  I'even  hundred  and 
fifty-feven,  be  valid,  notwithlfanding  any  rate  eftabliflied,  or  to  be 
; but  that  thefe  contrails  or  agreements  fliould  extend 

only 
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BOOK  Commons  were  not  more  forward  to  provide  fup- 
plies  for  profecuting  the  war  with  vigour,  than  ready 
" to  adopt  new  regulations  for  the  advantage  of  trad^ 
and  maniifadures.  The  fociety  of  the  free  Britifh 
filliery  prefented  a petition,  alledging,  that  they  had 
employed  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thirty  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  five  pounds,,  eight  fliillings,  and 
fix-pence,  together  with  the  entire  produce  of  their 
filli,  and  all  the  monies  arifing  from  the  feveral 
branches  allowed  on  the  tonnage  of  their  fhipping, 
and  on  the  exportation  of  their  nfh,  in  carrying  on 
the  faid  fifliery ; and  that,  from  their  being  obliged^ 
in  the  infancy  of  the  undertaking  to  incur  a much 
larger  expence  than  was  at  that  time  fbrefeen,  they 
now  found  themfclves  fo  far  reduced  in  their  capital, 
as  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  further  profecuting  the 
hOieries  wdth  any  hope  of  fuccefs,  unlefs  indulged 
with  the  further  affiilance  of  Parliament.  They 
prayed,  therefore,  that,  towards  enabling  them  to 
carry  on  the  faid  fifheries,  they  might  have  liberty 
to  make  ufe  of  fuch  nets  as  they  fhould  find  belt 
adapted  to  the  faid  fifheries  j each  bufs,  neverthe- 
iefs,  carrying  to  fca  the  fame  quantity  and  depth  of 
.netting,  which,  by  the  fifhery-a6ls,  they  were  then 
bound  to  carry : that  the  bounty  of  thirty  fhillings 
per  ton,  allowed  by  the  faid  a£ls  on  the  veffels  em- 
ployed in  the  fifliery,  might  be  increafed ; and  for- 
afmuch  as  many  of  the  Stock-Proprietors  were  un- 
able to  advance  any  further  fum  for  profecuting  this 
branch  of  commierce  ; and  others  unwilling,  in  the 
prefent  fituation,  and  under  the  prefent  reflraints,  to 
rifque  any  further  fum  in  the  undertaking  j that  the 
ifock  of  the  fociety,  by  the  faid  ads.  made  unalien- 
able, except  in  cafe  of  death  or  bankruptcy,  for  a 

only  to  the  a61ual  prices  or  rates  of  vvorkmanlhip  or  wages,  and  not 
to  tiie  payment  thereof  in  any  other  manner  than  in  money  ; and. 
that  if  any  clothier  diould  refufe  or  negledl:  to  pay  the  weaver  the 
wages  or  price  agreed  on,  in  money,  within  two  days  after  the  work 
Ihould  he  performed  and  delivered,  the  fame  being  demanded,  he- 
i-Uould  foifiiii  forty  Aiiiiings  for  every  fuch  offencer 
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term  of  years,  might  forthwith  be  made  transfer-  C 
able;  and  that  the  petitioners  might  beat  liberty, 
between  the  intervals  of  the  fifhing  feafons,  to  em- 
ploy the  bufTes  in  fuch  a manner  as  they  fliould  find 
for  the  advantage  of  the  fociety.  While  the  com- 
mittee was  employed  in  deliberating  on  the  parti- 
culars of  this  remondrance,  another  was  delivered 
from  the  free  Britifli  fifhery-chamber  of  Whitehaven 
in  Cumberland,  reprefenting,  that  as  the  law  then 
Rood,  they  went  to  Shetland,  and  returned  at  a 
great  expence  and  lofs  of  time  ; and  while  the  war 
continued  durft  not  ftay  there  to  fifli,  befides  being 
obliged  to  run  the  moil  imminent  rifques,  by  going 
and  returning  without  convoy : that,  ever  fince  the 
inilitution  of  the  prefent  fifhery,  experience  had  fully 
fliown  the  fiHiery  of  Shetland  not  worth  following, 
as  thereby  the  petitioners  had  lofl  two  months  of  a 
much  better  filhery  in  St.  George’s  channel,  within 
one  day’s  ftil  of  Whitehaven : they  took  notice, 
that  the  free  Britifn  fifhery  fociety  had  applied  to 
the  Houfe  for  further  afiiftance  and  relief ; and  prayed 
that  Campbeltown,  in  Argylefiiire,  might  be  ap- 
pointed the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  bufies  be- 
longing to  Whitehaven,  for  the  fummer  as  well  as 
the  winter  fifhery,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  fifh 
with  greater  advantage.  The  committee,  having 
confidered  the  matter  of  both  petitions,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  petitioners  fliould  be  at  liberty  to 
ole  fuch  nets  as  they  fliould  find  bell  adapted  to  the 
wdiite  herring  fifliery : that  the  bounty  of  thirty  fhil- 
lings  per  ton  Ihould  be  augmented  to  fifty  : that  the 
petitioners  fliould  be  allowed,  during  the  intervals 
of  the  fifliing  feafons,  to  employ  their  velfels  in  any 
other  lawful  bulinefs,  provided  they  fliould  have 
been  employed  in  the  herring-fifliery  during  the 
proper  feafons : that  they  might  ufe  fuch  barrels  for 
packing  the  fifli  as  they  then  ufed,  or  might  here- 
after find  beff  adapted  for  that  purpofe : that  they 
fliould  have  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  any  wafte  or  un- 
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BOOK  cultivated  land,  one  hundred  yards  at  the  leaft  above 

^ . high-water  mark,  for  the  purpofe  of  drying  their 

,737,  nets ; and  that  Campbel-town  would  be  the  moR 
proper  and  convenient  place  tor  the  rendezvous  of 
the  buifes  belonging  to  Whitehaven.  This  laft  refo- 
lution,  however,  was  not  inferted  in  the  bill  which 
contained  the  other  five,  and  in  a little  time  received 
the  royal  aflent. 

§ XXXII.  Such  are  the  connexions,  dependen- 
cies, and  relations  fubfifling  between  the  mechanical 
arts,  agriculture,  and  manufaftures  of  Great-Britain, 
that  it  requires  ftudy,  deliberation,  and  enquiry  in 
the  legifiature  to  difeern  and  diftinguifh  the  whole 
fcope  and  confequences  of  many  projebls  offered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth.  The  fociety  of 
merchant  adventurers  in  the  city  of  Briflol  aliedged, 
in  a petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  great 
quantities  of  bar-iron  were  imported  into  Great- 
Britain  from  Sweden,  Rufiia,  and  other  parts, 
chiefly  purchafed  with  ready  money,  fome  of  which 
iron  was  exported  again  to  Africa  and  other  places  5 
and  the  reft  wrought  up  by  the  manufablurers.  They 
affirmed  that  bar  iron,  imported  from  North-Ame- 
rica,  would  anfwer  the  fame  purpofes;  and  the  imi- 
portation  of  it  tend  not  only  to  the  great  advantage 
of  the  kingdom,  by  increafing  its  fhipping  and 
navigation,  but  alfo  to  the  benefit  of  the  Britifh 
colonies:  that  by  an  ad  paflfed  in  the  twenty-third 
year  of  his  prefent  Majefly’s  reign,  the  importation 
of  bar  iron  from  Ainerica  into  the  port  of  London, 
duty  free,  was  permitted:  but  its  being  carried 
coaftways,  or  farther  by  land  than  ten  miles,  had 
been  prohibited;  fo  that  feveral  very  confiderable 
manufaduring  towns  were  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
American  iron,  and  the  out-ports  prevented  from 
employing  it  in  their  export  commerce  they:  re- 
quefted,  therefore,  that  bar  iron  might  be  im- 
ported from  North-America  into  Great -Britain, 
duty  free,  by  all  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds.  This  re- 
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qiieft  being  reinforced  by  many  other  petitions  from  c K A P: 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  other  claffes  of  men,  ^ 

who  thought  their  feveral  interefls  would  be  affeded  1757. 
by  fuch  a meafure,  took  the  alarm  j and  in  divers 
counter  petitions  fpecified  many  ill  confequences 
which  they  alledged  would  arife  from  its  being 
enaded  into  a law.  Pamphlets  were  publifhed  on 
both  fides  of  the  queffion,  and  violent  difputes  were 
kindled  upon  this  fubjed,  which  W'as  juftly  deemed 
a matter  of  national  importance.  The  oppofers  of 
die  bill  obferved,  that  large  quantities  of  iron  were 
yearly  produced  at  home,  and  employed  multitudes 
of  poor  people,  there  being  no  lefs  than  one  hundred 
and  nine  forges  in  England  and  Wales,  belides 
thofe  ereded  in  Scotland,  the  whole  producing  eigh- 
teen, thou  fand  tons  of  iron:  that  as  the  mines  in 
Great-Britain  are  inexhauflible,  the  produce  would 
of  late  years  have  been  confiderably  increafed,  had 
not  the  people  been  kept  under  continual  appre- 
henfion  of  feeing  American  iron  admitted  duty  free: 
a fuppofition  which  had  prevented  the  traders  from 
extending  their  works,  and  difcouraged  many  from 
engaging  in  this  branch  of  traffick : they  alledged 
that  the  iron  works,  already  carried  on  in  England, 
occafioneda  confumption  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  thoufand  cords  of  v/ood,  produced  in  coppices 
that  grow  upon  barren  lands,  which  could  not 
otherwife  be  turned  to  any  good  account : that  as 
the  coppices  afford  fhade,  and  preferve  a moifture 
in  the  ground,  the  pafture  is  more  valuable  with 
the  wood,  than  it  would  be  if  the  coppices  were 
grubbed  up ; confequently,  all  the  effates  where 
thefe  now  grow  would  fink  in  their  yearly  value ; 
that  thefe  coppices,  now  cultivated  and  preferved 
for  the  ufe  of  the  iron  works,  are  likewife  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  the  manufadure  of  leather,  as  they 
furnilh  bark  for  the  tanners;  and  that,  according  to 
the  management  of  thefe  coppices,  they  produced 
a great  number  of  timber  trees,  fo  neceffary  for  the 
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;b  o o K purpofes  of  building.  They  aflerted,  that  neither 
the  American  iron,  nor  any  that  had  yet  been  found 
in  Great-Britain,  was  fo  proper  for  converting  into 
Reel  as  that  which  comes  from  Sweden,  particularly 
that  fort  called  ore  ground  j but  as  there  are  mines 
in  the  northern  parts  of  Britain,  nearly  in  the  faiTiC 
latitude  with  thofe  of  Sweden,  furniilied  with  fufE- 
cient  quantities  of  wood,  and  rivers  for  mills  and 
engines,  it  was  hardly  to  be  doubted  but  that  people 
would  find  metal  of  the  fame  quality,  and,  in  a few 
years,  be  able  to  prevent  the  necefllty  of  importing- 
iron  either  from  Sweden  or  Ruffia.  They  inferred 
that  American  iron  could  never  interfere  with  that 
which  Great-Britain  imported  from  Sweden,  becaufe 
it  was  not  fit  for  edged- tools,  anchors^  chain-plates, 
and  other  particulars  neceflary  in  fliip- building;  nor 
diminifli  the  importation  ofRufliairon,  which  was 
not  only  harder  than  the  American  and  Britifii,  but 
alfo  could  be  afforded  cheaper  than  that  brought 
from  our  own  plantations,  even  though  the  duty  of 
this  laft  fhould  be  removed.  The  importation  of 
American  iron,  therefore,  duty  free,  could  inter- 
fere with  no  other  fort  but  that  produced  in  Britain, 
with  which,  by  means  of  this  advantage,  it  would 
clafli  fo  much,  as  to  put  a flop  in  a little  time  to 
all  the  iron  works  now  carried  on  in  the  kingdom, 
and  reduce  to  beggary  a great  nuniber  of  families 
whom, they  fupport.  I'o  thefe  obje61:ions  the  fa- 
vourers of  the  bill  follicited  replied,  tliat  w^hen  a 
n^.anufadlure  is  much  more  valuable  than  tire  rough 
materials,  and  thefe  cannot  be  produced  at  home  irt 
furlicient  quantities,  and  at  fuch  a price  as  is  con- 
filtent  with  the  prefervation  of  the  manufadure,  it 
is  the  interefi  of  the  Icgifiature  to  admit  a free  im- 
portation of  thefe  materials,  even  from  foreign 
countries,  altiiough  it  lliould  put  an  end  to  the  pro- 
• dudion  of  that  material  in  this  ifiand  ; that  as  the 
neigh.bouis  of  Great-Britain  are  now  more  attentive 
than  ever  to  their  commercial  intcrefis,  and  endea- 
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younng  to  manufadure  their  rough  materials  at  C h A P. 
home,  this  nation  muft  take  every  method  for  lower-  , 

ing  the  price  of  materials,  otherwife  in  a few  years  ,7^7. 
k will  lofe  the  manufaclure;  and,  inftead  of  fup- 
plying  other  countries,  be  furnifhed  by  them  with  all 
the  fine  toys  and  utenfils  made  of  fteel  and  iron  : 
that  being  in  danger  of  lofing  not  only  the  manu- 
faflure  but  the  produce  of  iron,  unlefs  it  can  be 
procured  at  a cheaper  rate  than  that  for  which  it  is 
fold  at  prefent,  the  only  way  of  attaining  this  end, 
is  by  diminifhing  the  duty  payable  upon  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  iron,  or  by  rendering  it  necefiary 
for  the  undertakers  of  the  iron  mines  in  Great-Britain 
to  fell  their  produce  cheaper  than  it  has  been  for 
fome  years  afforded  : that  the  moft  efieftual  method 
for  this  purpofe  is  to  raife  up  a rival,  by  permitting 
a free  importation  of  all  forts  of  iron  from  the  Ame- 
rican plantations : that  American  iron  can  never  be 
fold  fo  cheap  as  that  ofBritain  can  be  afforded  ; for, 
in  the  colonies,  labour  of  all  kinds  is  much  dearer 
than  in  England : if  a man  employs  his  own  flaves, 
he  mull  reckon  in  his  charge  a great  deal  more  than 
the  common  interefl  of  their  purchafe  money, 
becaufe  when  one  of  them  dies,  or  efcapes  from  his 
mafler,  he  lofes  both  interefl:  and  principal:  that 
the  common  interefl  of  money  in  the  plantations  is 
confiderably  higher  than  in  England,  confequently 
no  man  in  that  country  will  employ  his  money  in 
any  branch  of  trade  by  which  he  cannot  gain  con- 
fiderably more  per  cent,  than  is  expedted  in  Great- 
Britain,  v/here  the  interefl  is  low,  and  profit  mode- 
rate ; a circumflance  which  will  always  give  a great 
advantage  to  the  Britifh  miner,  who  likewife  enjoys 
an  exemption  from  freight  and  infurance,  which  lie 
heavy  upon  the  American  adventurer,  efpecially  in 
time  of  war.  With  refpefl  to  the  appreheniion  of 
the  leather  tanners,  they  obferved,  that  as  the  cop- 
pices generally  grew  on  barren  lands,  not  fit  for 
tillage,  and  improved  the  paflurage,  no  proi'»rictor 
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BOOK  would  be  at  the  expence  of  grubbing  up  the  wood 
^ to  fpoil  the  pafture,  as  he  could  naake  no  other  ufe 
*75^  which  it  was  produced.  The  wood 

niuft  be  always  worth  fomething,  efpecially  in 
countries  where  there  is  not  plenty  of  coal,  and  the 
timber  trees  would  produce  confiderable  advantage: 
therefore,  if  there  was  not  one  iron  mine  in  Great- 
Brirain,  no  coppices  would  be  grubbed  up,  unlefs 
it  grew  on  a rich  foil,  which  would  ’ produce  corn 
inftead  of  cord  woodj  confequently,  the  tanners 
have  nothing  to  fear,  efpecially  as  planting  hath 
become  a prevailing  tafte  among  the  landholders  of 
the  ifland.  The  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
the  bill  ferioufly  weighed  and  canvalTed  thefe  argu- 
ments, examined  difputed  fa6ls,  and  infpe(5lecl 
papers  and  accounts  relating  to  the  produce,  im- 
portation, and  mianufadory  of  iron.  At  length 
Mr.  John  Pitt  reported  to  the  Ploufe  their  opinion, 
imiplying  that  the  liberty  granted  by  an  a61:  pafifed 
in  the  twenty- third  year  of  his  Majefty’s  reign,  of 
importing  bar-iron  from  the  Britifh  colonies  in 
America  into  the  port  of  London,  fhould  be  ex- 
tended to  all  the  other  ports  of  Great-Britain ; and 
that  fo  miuch  of  that  ad  as  related  to  this  claufe 
Ihould  be  repealed.  The  Hoiife  having  agreed  to 
thefe  refolutions,  and  the  bill  being  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly, another  petition  was  prefented  by  feveral 
noblemen,  gentlemen,  freeholders,  and  other  pro- 
prietors, owners,  and  pofiefTors  of  coppices  and 
woodlands,  in  the  weft-riding  of  Yorkfliire,  alledg- 
ing that  a permiffion  to  import  American  bar-iron, 
' duty  f ee,  would  be  attended  with  numberlefs  ill 
confequences  both  of  a pubiick  and  private  nature; 
fpecifying  certain  hardfhips  to  which  they  in  parti- 
cular would  be  expofed  ; and  praying,  that,  if  the 
bill  fliould  pafs,  they  might  be  relieved  from  the 
prefllire  of  an  ad  pafted  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII, 
obliging  the  owners  of  coppice-wood  to  preferve 
them,  under  fevere  penalties ; and  be  permitted  to 

fell 
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fell  and  grub  up  their  coppice-woods,  in  order  to  a c ii  A p. 
more  proper  cultivation  of  the  foil,  without  being  , ^ 

reftrained  by  the  fear  of  malicious  and  interelled  ,^^7. 
profecutions.  In  confequence  of  this  reinonftrance, 
a claufe  was  added  to  the  bill,  repealing  fo  much  of 
the  a6t  of  Henry  the  Eighth  as  prohibited  the  con- 
verfion  of  coppice  or  underwoods  into  pafture  or 
tillage;  then  it  paflfed  through  both  Houfes,  and 
received  the  royal  fandion.  As  there  was  not  time, 
after  this  affair  came  upon  the  carpet,  to  obtain  any 
new  accounts  from  America,  and  as  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  know  the  quantities  of  iron  made  in  ' 

that  country,  the  Houfe  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  defiring  he  would  be  pleafed  to  give  di- 
redtions  that  there  fliould  be  laid  before  them,  in 
the  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  an  account  of  the 
quantity  of  iron  made  in  the  American  colonies, 
from  Chriftmas,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  forty-nine,  to  the  fifth  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
fix,  each  year  being  diflinguifiied. 

§ XXXIII.  From  this  important  objedl,  the 
Parliament  converted  its  attention  to  a regulation  of 
a much  more  private  nature.  In  confequence  of  a 
petition  by  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  com- 
mons of  the  city  of  London,  a bill  was  brought  in, 
and  paired  into  a law  without  oppofition,  for  the 
more  effedlual  prefervation  and  improvement  of  the 
fry  and  fpawn  of  filli  in  the  river  Thames  and  waters  of 
the  Medway,  and  for  the  better  regulating  the  fifliery 
in  thofe  rivers.  The  two  next  meafures  taken  for  ^ 
the  benefit  of  the  pubhck  were,  firfl:  a bill  to  render 
more  elfedtual  the  feveral  lavv^s  then  in  being,  for 
the  amendment  and  prefervation  of  the  highways 
and  turnpike  roads  of  the  kingdom ; the  other  for 
the  more  effectually  preventing  the  fprcading  of  the 
contagious  dillemper  which  at  that  time  raged 
among  the  horned  cattle.  A third  arofe  from  the 
diftrefs  of  poor  filk  manufacturers,  who,  were  delli- 
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BOOK  tiite  of  employment,  and  deprived  of  all  means  of 
fubfifting,  through  the  interruption  of  the  Levant 
trade,  occafioned  by  the  war,  and  the  delay  of  the 
merchant  fkips  of  Italy.  In  order  to,  remedy  this 
inconvenience,  a bill  was  prepared,  enabling  that 
V any  perfon  might  import  from  any  place,  in  any  iliip 
or  veffel  whatfoever,  till  the  firft  day  of  December, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-feven,  organ- 
zine  thrown  filk  of  the  growth  or  production  of  Italy, 
to  be  brought  to  the  Cuftom-Houfe  of  London, 
wlierefoever  landed : but  that  no  Italian  thrown  filk, 
coarfer  than  Bologna,  nor  any  tram  of  the  growth  ol 
Italy,  nor  any  other  thrown  filk  of  the  growth  or 
produ6tion  of  Turkey,  Perfia,  Eaft-India,  or  China, 

' ihould  be  imported  by  this  a6t,  under  the  penalty  - 
of  the  forfeiture  thereof.  Notwithftanding  feveral 
petitions  prefented  by  the  merchants,  owners,  and 
commanders  of  flips,  and  others  trading  to  Leg- 
horn, and  other  ports  of  Italy,  as  well  as  by  the  im- 
porters and  manufa6lurers  of  raw  fJks,  reprefenting 
the  evil  confequences  that  would  probably  attend 
the  paffing  of  fuch  a bill,  the  Parliament  agreed 
to  this  temporary  deviation  from  the  famious  act  of 
navigation,  for  a prefent  fupply  to  the  poor  manu- 
facturers. 

§ XXXIV.  The  next  civil  regulation  eftablifhed 
in  this  fcilion  of  Parliament  was  in  itfelf  judicious, 
and,  had  it  been  more  eagerly  fuggefted,  might 
have  been  rhuch  more  beneficial  to  the  publick.  In 
order  to  difcourage  the  pra6tice  of  fmuggling,  and 
prevent  the  defperadoes  concerned  therein  from  in- 
lifting in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy,  a law  was  paffed, 
enacting,  that  every  perfon  who  had  been,  before 
the  firft  of  May  in  the  prefent  year,  guilty  of  illegal 
running,  concealing,  receiving,  or  carrying  any 
lyool,  or  prohibited  goods,  or  any  foreign  commo- 
dities liable  to  duties,  the  fame  not  having  been  paid 
or  fecu;ed  ; or  of  aiding  therein,  or  had  been  found 
with  fire-arms  or  weapons,  in  order  to  be  aiding  to 
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fucli  offenders ; or  had  been  guilty  of  receiving  fuch  C 
goods  after  feizure;  or  of  any  adl  whatfoeverj 
whereby  perfons  might  be  deemed  runners  of  foreign 
goods  i or  of  hindering,  wounding,  or  beating  any 
officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  or  affilling 
therein,  fliould  be  indemnified  from  all  fuch  offences, 
concerning  which  no  fuit  fhould  then  have  been 
Cl)nimenccd,  or  compofition  miade,  on  condition 
that  he  ihould,  before  being  apprehended  or  profe- 
cuted,  and  before  the  firfi;  day  of  December  enter 
himfelf  with  fome  commiffioned  officer  of  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  fleet,  to  ferve  as  a commion  failor  j and 
fhould,  for  three  years  from  fuch  entry,  unlefs 
fooner  diitly  difcharged,  aftualiy  ferve  and  do  duty 
in  that  ftarion,  and  regifter  his  name.  See.  with  the 
clerk  oi  the  peace  of  the  county  where  he  refided,  as 
the  a6l  preferibes.  An  attempt  was  made  in  favour 
of  the  feamen  employed  in  the  navy,  who  had  been 
very  its  cgulai-ly  paid,  and  fubjedt  to  grievous  hard- 
fhips  in  confequence  of  this  irregularity;  Mr.  Gren- 
ville, brother  to  Earl  Temple,  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  for  tire  encouragement  of  feamen 
employed  in  his  Majefliy’s  navy,  ana  tor  etlablifhing 
a regular  method  for  the  pundiual,  fpeedy,  and  cer- 
tain payment  of  their  wages,  as  well  as  for  refeuing 
them  from  the  arts  of  fraud  and  impofition.  The 
propofal  was  corroborated  by  divers  petitions : the 
bill  was  prepared,  read,  printed,  and,  after  it  had 
undergone  fome  amendment,  paffed  into  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  where  it  was  encountered  with  feveral 
objeclions,  and  dropped  for  this  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

§ XXXV.  Tlie  Houfe  of  Commons  being  de- 
firous  of  preventing  for  the  future  fuch  diftrelfes  as 
the  poor  had  lately  undergone,  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  confider  of  proper  provifions  to  reflrrain 
the  price  of  corn  and  bread  within  due  bounds  for 
the  future.  For  tliis  purpofe  they  were  empowered 
to  fend  for  perlons,  papers,  and  records,  and  it  was 
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U o o K refolved  that  all  who  attended  the  committee  flioiild 
III.  have  voices.  Having  enquired  into  the  caiiles  of 
the  late  fcarcity,  they  agreed  to  feveral  refoliitions^ 
and  a bill  was  brought  in,  to  explain  and  amend  the 
laws  againll  regraters,  Loreftallers,  and  engroflers  of 
corn.  The  committee  alfo  received  inflru6lions  to 
enquire  into  the  abufes  of  millers,  mealmen,  and 
bakers,  with  regard  to  bread,  and  to  confider  of 
proper  methods  to  prevent  them  in  tlie  fequel,  but 
no  further  progrefs  was  made  in  this  important  affair, 
v.’hich  was  the  more  interefling,  as  the  lives  of  indi- 
viduals, in  a great  meafure,  depended  upon  a fpeedy 
reformation  ; for  the  millers  and  bakers  were  faid  to 
have  adulterated  their  flour  with  common  whiting, 
lime,  bone-aflies,  allum,  and  other  ingredients  per- 
nicious to  the  human  conflitution  j a cdnfummation 
of  villainy  for  which  no  adequate  punifhment  could 
be  in  Aided.  Among  the  meafures  propofed  in 

Parliament  which  did  not  fucceed,  one  of  the  mofl: 
remarkable  was  a bill  prepared  by  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller, 
Mr.  Charles  Townfliend,  and  Mr.  Banks,  to  ex- 
plain, amend,  and  render  more  effedual  a law  paffed 
in  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Third,  intituled. 
An  ad  to  punifli  governors  of  plantations,  in  this 
kingdom,  for  crimes  committed  by  them  in  the 
plantations”.  This  bill  was  propofed  in  confequence 
of  fome  complaints,  Ipecifying  ads  of  cruelty,  folly, 
and  oppreflion,  by  which  fome  Britifh  governors 
had  been  lately  diftinguifhed ; but,  before  the  bill 
could  be  brought  in,  the  Parliament  was  prorogued. 

§ XXXVI.  But  no  ftep  taken  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  the  courfe  of  this  feflion,  was  more 
interefling  to  the  body  of  the  people  than  the  en- 
quiry into  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  which  had  excited 
fuch  loud  and  univerfil  clamour.  By  addreffes  to 
the  King,  unanimoufly  voted,  the  Commons  re- 
quefled  that  his  Majefly  would  give  diredions  for 
laying  before  them  copies  of  all  the  letters  and  pa- 
pers containing  any  intelligence  received  by  the 

Secretaries 
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Secretaries  of  State,  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Ad-  c 
miralty,  or  any  others  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  in 
relation  to  the  equipment  of  the  French  fleet  at 
Toulon,  or  the  defigns  of  the  French  on  Minorca, 
or  any  other  of  his  Majefty's  pofiTelTions  in  Europe, 
fince  the  firft  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
land  feven. hundred  and  fifty- five,  to  the  firft  day  of 
Auguft,  1756.  They  likewife  defired  to  perufe  a 
lift  of  the  Ihips  of  war  that  were  equipped  and  made 
ready  for  Tea,  from  the  firft  of  Auguft,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  to  the 
thirtieth  day  of  April,  in  the  following  year ; with 
the  copies  of  all  failing  orders  fent  to  the  comman- 
ders during  that  period  ; as  alfo  the  ftate  and  condi- 
tion of  his  Majefty’s  fhips  in  the  feveral  ports  of 
Great-Britain  at  the  time  of  Admiral  Byng’s  depar- 
ture, with  the  fquadron  under  his  command,  for 
the  relief  of  Fort  St,  Philip,  during  the  period  of 
time  above-mentioned,  according  to  the  monthly 
returns  made  by  the  Admiralty,  with  the  number  of 
feamen  muftered  and  borne  on  board  the  refpedive 
fliips.  They  demanded  copies  of  all  orders  and  in- 
ftruflions  given  to  that  Admiral,  and  of  letters  writ- 
ten to  and  received  from  him,  during  his  continu- 
ance in  that  command,  either  by  the  Secretaries  of 
State,  or  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  relating  to  the 
condition  of  his  fquadron,  and  to  the  execution  of 
his  orders.  In  a word,  they  required  the  infpeftion 
of  all  papers  which  could,  in  any  manner,  tend  to 
explain  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  and  the  mifcarriage  of 
Mr,  Byng’s  fquadron.  His  Majefty  complied  with 
every  article  of  their  requefts : the  papers  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table 
for  the  perufal  of  the  members,  and  finally  referred 
to  the  confideration  of  a committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  In  the  courfe  of  their  deliberations  they 
addrefled  his  Majefty  for  more  information,  till  at 
length  the  truth  feemed  to  be  fmothered  under  fuch 
an  enormous  burthen  of  papers,  as  the  efforts  of  a 

whole 
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BOOK  whole  felTion  could  not  have  properly  removed* 
III.  Indeed,  many  difeerning  perfons  without  doors 
began  to  defpair  of  feeing  the  myftery  unfolded,  as 

*757*  ^171 

foon  as  the  enquiry  was  undertaken  by  a committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe.  They  obferved,  that  an  affair 
of  fuch  a dark,  intricate,  and  fufpicious  nature, 
ought  to  have  been  referred  to  a felecl  and  fecret 
committee,  chofen  by  ballot,  empowered  to  fend 
for  perfons,  papers,  and  records,  and  to  examine 
■witneffes  in  the  mioft  folemn  and  deliberate  manner : 
that  the  names  of  the  committee  ought  to  have  been 
publiihed,  for  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  people,  who 
could  have  judged  with  fome  certainty  whether  the 
enquiry  would  be  carried  on  with  fuch  impartiality 
as  die  national  misfortune  required.  They  fufpedted 
that  this  reference  to  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
was  a mal  contrivance,  to  prevent  a regular  and' 
minute  inveftigation,  to  introduce  confufion  and 
conteft,  to 'puzzle,  perplex,  and  obumbrate;  to 
teaze,  fatigue,  and  difguft  the  enquirers,  that  the 
exarnii nation  might  be  hurried  over  in  a fuperficial 
and  perfundtory  manner ; and  the  miniftry,  from 
this  anarchy  and  confufion  of  materials,  half  explored 
and  undigefted,  derive  a general  parliamentary  ap- 
probation, to  which  they  might  appeal  from  the 
accufations  of  the  people.  A feiedl  committee 
would  have  probably  examined  fomie  of  the  clerks  of 
the  refpedtive  offices,  that  they  might  certainly  know 
whether  ;iny  letters  or  papers  had  been  fuppreffed, 
whether  the  extradls  had  been  faithfully  made,  and 
whether  there  might  not  be  papers  of  intelligence, 
which,  though  proper  to  be  fubmitted  to  a feledt 
and  fecret  committee,  could  not,  confidently  with 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  be  communicated  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.  Indeed,  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  minifters  had  any  foreign  intelli- 
gence or  correfpondence  that  could  be  much  depen- 
ded upon  in  any  matter  of  natronal  importance, 
and  no  evidence  was  examined  on  the  occafion ; a 
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circumftance  the  lefs  to  be  regretted,  as  in  times  chap. 
pad  evil  minifters  have  generally  found  means  to 
render  fuch  enquiries  ineffeduali  and  the  fame  arts  175-, 
would,  at  any  rate,  have  operated  with  the  fame 
efficacy,  had  a fecret  committee  been  employed  at 
thisjimflure.  Be  that  as  it  may,  feveral  refolutions 
were  reported  from  the  committee,  though  fome  of 
them  were  not  carried  by  the  majority  without  vio- 
lent difpute  and  fevere  altercation.  The  firft  and 
laft  of  their  refolutions  require  particular  notice. 

By  the  former,  it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that 
his  Majefty,  from  the  twenty-feventh  day  ofAuguft, 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  April  in  the  fucceeding 
year,  received  fuch  repeated  and  concurrent  intelli- 
gence, as  gave  juft  reafon  to  believe  that  the  French 
King  intended  to  invade  his  dominions  of  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland.  In  the  latter  they  declared  their 
opinion,  that  no  greater  number  of  ftiips  of  war 
could  be  fent  into  the  Mediterranean,  than  were 
a6lually  fent  thither  under  the  command  of  Admi- 
ral Byng ; nor  any  greater  reinforcement  than  the 
regiment  which  was  fent,  and  the  detachment,  equal 
to  a battalion,  which  was  ordered  to  the  relief  of 
Fort  St.  Philip,  confiftently  with  the  ftate  of  the 
navy,  and  the  various  fervices  eflential  to  the  fafety 
of  his  Majefty’s  dominions,  and  the  interefts  of  his 
fubjefts.  It  muft  have  been  fomething  more  pow- 
erful than  ordinary  conviction  that  luggefted  thefc 
opinions.  Whatever  reports  might  have  been  cir- 
culated by  the  French  miniftry,  in  order  to  amufe, 
intimidate,  and  detach  the  attention  of  the  Englifh 
government  from  America  and  the  Mediterranean^, 
where  they  really  intended  to  exert  themfelves,,  yet, 
the  circumftances  of  the  two  nations  being  confi- 
dered,  one  w'ould  think  there  could  have  been  no 
juft  grounds  to  fear  an  invafion  of  Great-Britain  or 
Ireland,  efpecially  when  other  intelligence  feemed 
£0  point  out  much  more  probable  iccnes  of  action-. 

But 
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BOOK  But  the  laft  refolution  is  ftill  more  incomprehenfible 
to  thole  who  know  not  exa61;ly  the  bafis  on  which  it 
was  railed.  The  number  of  fhips  of  war  in  aftual 
commilTion  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty* 
having  on  board  fifty  thoufand  feamen  and  marines. 
Intelligence  and  repeated  information  of  the  French 
defign  upon  Minorca,  had  been  conveyed  to  the 
. miniftry  of  England,  about  fix  months  before  it  was 
put  in  execution.  Is  it  credible,  that  in  all  this 
time  the  nation  could  not  equip  or  fpare  above  ele- 
ven {hips  of  the  line  and  fix  frigates,  to  fave  the 
important  ifiand  of  Minorca  ? Is  it  eafy  to  conceive, 
that  from  a Handing  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men  one 
regiment  of  troops  could  not  have  been  detached 
to  reinforce  a garrifon,  well  known  to  be  infufficient 
for  the  works  it  was  deftined  to  defend  ? To  per- 
Ibns  of  common  intelledls  it  appeared,  that  intelli- 
gence of  the  armament  at  Toulon  was  conveyed  to 
the  Admiralty  as  early  as  the  month  of  September, 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  with  exprefs  notice  that  it  would  confift  of 
twelve  fliips  of  the  line ; that  the  defign  againfl 
Minorca  was  communicated  as  early  as  the  twenty- 
feventh  day  of  Anguft,  by  Conful  Banks,  of  Car- 
, thagena ; confirmed  by  letters  from  Conflil  Bertes, 
at  Genoa,  dated  on  the  feventeenth  and  twenty-fixth 
of  January,  and  received  by  Mr.  Fox,  Secretary 
of  State,  on  the  fourth  and  eleventh  of  February, 
as  well  as  by  many  fubfequent  intimations;  that, 
notwithfiianding  thefe  repeated  advices,  even  after 
hoftilities  had  commenced  in  Europe,  when  the 
garrifon  of  Minorca  amounted  to  no  more  than  four 
incomplete  regiments,  and  one  company  of  artil- 
lery, forty-two  officers  being  abfent,  and  the  place 
otherwife  unprovided  for  a fiege,  when  the  Mediter- 
ranean fquadron,  commanded  by  Mr.  Edgecumbe, 
confifted  of  two  fhips  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates ; 
neither  fiiores,  ammunition,  or  provifion,  the  abfent 
officers  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  recruits  for  the 
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regiments,  though  ready  raifed,  miners,  nor  any  chap. 
additional  troops,  v/ere  fent  to  the  ifland,  nor  the  , 

Iquadron  augmented,  till  Admiral  Byng  failed  from 
Spithead  on  the  fixth  day  of  April,  with  no  more 
ihips  of  the  line  than,  by  the  molt  early  and  authen- 
tick  intelligence,  the  government  were  informed 
would  fail  from  Toulon,  even  wlien  Mr.  Byng 
Ihould  have  been  joined  by  Commodore  Edgecumbe ; 
a jundtion  upon  which  no  dependence  ought  to  have 
been  laid  ^ that  this  fquadron  contained  no  troops 
but  fuch  as  belonged  to  the  four  regiments  in  garri- 
fon,  except  one  battalion  to  ferve  in  the  fleet  as 
marines,  unlefs  we  include  the  order  for  another  to 
be  embarked  at  Gibraltar,  which  order  was  neither 
obeyed  nor  underftood : that,  confidering  the  dan- 
ger to  which  Minorca  was  expofed,  and  the  for- 
wardnefs  of  the  enemy's  preparations  at  Toulon, 

Admiral  Ofborne,  with  thirteen  Ihips  of  the  line 
and  one  frigate,  who  returned  on  the  fixteenth  of 
February,  after  having  convoyed  a fleet  of  merchant- 
fhips,  might  have  been  detached  to  Minorca,  with- 
out hazarding  the  coaft  of  Great-Britain ; for  at 
that  time,  exclufive  of  this  fquadron,  there  were 
eight  Ihips  of  the  line  and  thirty- two  frigates  ready 
manned,  and  thirty-two  fliips  of  the  line  and  five 
frigates  almoft  equipped : that  Admiral  Hawke  was 
fent  with  fourteen  Ihips  of  the  line  and  one  frigate  to 
cruize  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  after  repeated  intelli- 
gence had  been  received  that  the  French  fleet  had 
failed  for  the  Weft-Indies,  and  the  eleven  Ihips  re- 
maining at  Breft  and  Rochefort  were  in  want  of 
hands  and  cannon,  fo  that  they  could  never  ferve  to 
cover  any  embarkation  or  defcent,  confequently 
Mr.  Hawke's  fquadron  might  have  been  fpared  for 
the  relief  of  Minorca : that,  inftead  of  attending  to 
this  important  objedl,  the  Admiralty,  on  the  eighth 
day  of  March,  fent  two  ftiips  of  the  line  and  three 
frigates  to  intercept  a coafting  convoy  off  Cape 
VoL.  IV.  F.  Barfleur; 
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BOOK  Barfleur  : on  the  eleventh  of  the  fame  month  they 

^ detached  two  fhips  of  the  line  to  the  Weft-Indies, 
and  on  the  nineteenth  two  more  to  North- America, 
where  they  could  be  of  little  immediate  fervice  ^ on 
the  twenty-third  two  of  the  line  and  three  frigates 
a convoy-hunting  off  Cherbourg ; and  on  the  firft  of 
April  five  fhips  of  the  line,  including  three  returned 
from  this  lafl  fervice,  to  reinforce  Sir  Edward 
Elawke,  already  too  ftrong  for  the  French  fleet 
bound  to  Canada : that  all  thefe  fhips  might  have 
been  added  to  Mr.  Byng’s  fquadron,  without  ex- 
pofing  Great-Britain  or  Ireland  to  any  hazard  of 
invafion:  that  at  length  Mr.  Byng  was  detached 
with  ten  great  fhips  only,  and  even  denied' a frigate 
to  repeat  fignals,  for  which  he  petitioned  ; although 
at  that  very  time  there  were  in  port,  exclufive  of  his 
fquadron,  feventeen  fhips  of  the  line  and  thirteen 
frigates  ready  for  fea,  befides  eleven  of  the  line  and 
nineteen  frigates  almoft  equipped.  From  thefe  and 
other  circumftances,  particularifed  and  urged  with 
great  vivacity,  many  individuals  inferred,  that  a 
greater  number  of  fhips  might  have  been  detached 
to  the  Mediterranean  than  were  adtually  fent  wath 
Admiral  Byng  : that  the  not  fending  an  earlier  and 
ftronger  force  was  one  great  caufe  of  Minorca’s  being 
loft,  and  co-operated  v/ith  the  delay  of  the  miniftry 
in  fending  thither  reinforcements  of  troops,  their 
negledt  in  fuffering  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  to 
continue  abfent  from  their  duty,  and  their  omitting 
to  give  orders  for  raifing  miners  to  ferve  in  the 
fortrefs  of  Mahon. 

§ XXXVII.  The  next  enquiry  in  which  the 
Floufe  of  Commons  engaged,  related  to  the  con- 
trads  for  vidualling  the  forces  in  America,  which 
were  fuppofed  by  fome  patriots,  to  be  fraudulent  and 
unconfcionable.  This  fufpicion  arofe  from  an  am- 
biguous expreffion,  on  which  the  contractor  being 
interrogated  by  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 

the 
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the  particulars,  he  prudently  interpreted  it  in  fuch  chap. 
a manner,  as  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  the  refentment  ^ 

of  the  Legidature.  The  H'oufe,  therefore,  refolved  ,7^7. 
that  the  contraft  entered  into  on  the  twenty-fixtli 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fix,  by  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Treafury,  with  William  Baker,  Chriftopher  Kilby, 
and  Richard  Baker,  of  London,  inerchants,  for 
furniOiing  provifions  to  the  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  was  prudent  and 
necelTary,  and  properly  adapted  to  the  fecuring  a 
conftant  and  effeclual  fupply  for  thofe  forces  in 
America. 

§ XXXVIII.  The  preceding  feflion  an  addrefs 
had  been  prefented  to  the  King  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  defiring  his  Majefly  would  give  orders 
for  laying  before  them  feveral  papers  relating  to  dif- 
putes  which  had  lately  happened  bemeen  his  Excel- 
lency Charles  Knowles,  ETq.  and  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  the  liland  of  Jamaica.  This 
Governor  was  accufed  of  many  illegal,  cruel,  and 
arbitrary  adls,  during  thecourfe  of  his  adminiflration  : 
but  thefe  imputations  he  incurred  by  an  exertion  of 
power  which  was  in  itfelf  laudable,  and  well  in- 
tended for  the  commercial  intereft;  of  the  illand. 

This  was  his  changing  the  feat  of  Government,  and 
procuring  an  aft  of  affembly  for  removing  the  feve- 
ral laws,  records,  books,  papers,  and  writings  be- 
longing to  feveral  offices  in  that  illand,  from  SpaniHi- 
town  to  Kingfton ; and  for  obliging  the  feveral 
officers,  to  keep  their  offices,  and  hold  a fupreme 
Court  of  Judicature,  at  this  laft  place,  to  which  he 
had  moved  the  feat  of  Government.  Spaniffi-town, 
otherwife  called  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  the  old  capital, 
was  an  inconfiderable  inland  place,  of  no  fecurity, 
trade,  or  importance ; whereas,  Kingfton  wa*s  the 
centre  of  commerce,  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a fine 
harbour  filled  with  ffiips,  well  fecured  from  the  in- 
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BOOK  fults  of  an  enemy,  large,  wealthy,  and  floiirifliing. 

^ Here  the  merchants  dwell,  and  fliip  the  greatell 
5757*  ftigars  that  grow  upon  the  ifland.  They 

found  it  extremely  inconvenient  and  expenfive  to 
take  out  their  clearances  at  Spanilli-town,  which 
' Hands  at  a confid,erable  diilance,  and  the  fame  in- 
' convenience  and  cxpence  being  felt  by  the  reft  of 

the  inhabitants,  who  had  occafion  to  profecute  fuits 
at  law,  or  attend  the  aflembly  of  the  idand,  they 
joined  in  reprefentations  to  the  Governor,  requeft- 
ing,  that,  in  confideration  of  thefe  inconveniencies, 
added  to  that  of  the  weaknefs  of  Spanilh-town  and 
the  importance  of  Kingflon,  the  feat  of  Government 
might  be  removed.  He  complied  with  their  re- 
qiidl,  and  in  lb  doing  entailed  upon  himfelf  the 
hatred  raid  rel'entment  of  certain  powerful  planters, 
who  pofielTed  eftates  in  and  about  the  old  town  of 
St.  Jagode  la  Vega,  thus  deferted.  'Phis  feems  to 
have  been  the  real  fource  of  the  animofity  and  cla- 
mour incurred  by  Mr.  Knowles,  againll  whom  a 
petition,  figned  by  nineteen  members  of  the  alfem- 
bly  had  been  lent  to  Faigland,  and  prefented  to  his 
Majelly.  In  the  two  feffions  preceding  this  year 
the  affair  had  been  brought  into  the  Houle  of  Com- 
mons, where  this  Governor’s  charader  was  painted 
in  frightful  colours,  and  divers  papers  relating  to 
the  difpute  were  examined.  Mr.  Knowles  having 
by  this  time  returned  toTbigland,  the  fubjed  of  his 
adminillration  was  revived,  and  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houle.  In  the  mean  time, 
petitions  were  prefented  by  feveral  merchants  of 
.London  and  Liverpool,  concerned  in  the  trade  to 
Jamaica,  alledging,  that  the  removal  of  the  publick 
courts,  offices,  and  records  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica 
to  Kingfton,  an^l  fixing  the  feat  of  government  there, 
had  been  produdlive  of  many  important  advantages, 
by  rendering  the  Itrength  of  the  illand  more  formi- 
dable, the  property  of  the  traders  and  inhabitants 
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more  fecure,  and  the  profecution  of  all  commercial  C H^A  P, 
bufinefs  mofe  expeditious  and  lefs  expenfive  than ^ 
' formerly  j therefore,  praying  that  the  purpofes  of  1757, 
the  a6l  pafled  in  Jamaica  for  that  end  might  be  car- 
ried into  effeftual  execution,  in  fuch  manner  as  the 
Houfe  Ihouid  think  proper.  The  committee  having 
examined  a great  number  of  papers,  agreed  to  fome 
refolutions,  importing,  that  a certain  refolution  of 
the  aflembly  of  Jamaica,  dated  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  Orfober,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty- three,  implying  a claim  of  right  - 
in  that  afiembly  to  raife  and  apply  publick  money 
without  the  confent  of  the  Governor  and  Council^ 
was  illegal,  repugnant  to  the  terms  of  his  Majefty’s 
commilfion  to  his  Governor  of  the  faid  ifiand,  and 
derogatory  of  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  people  of 
Great-Britain  : that  the  fix  laft  refolutions  taken  in 
the  afiembly  of  Jamaica,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
06tober,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-three,  proceeded  on  a manifeft  mifapprehenfion 
of  the  King’s  inftruflion  to  his  Governor,  requiring 
him  not  to  give  his  afifent  to  any  bill  of  an  unufual 
or  extraordinary  nature  and  importance,  wherein 
' his  Majefly’s  prerogative,  or  the  property  of  his 
fubje6ts,  might  be  prejudiced,  or  the  trade  or  jfhlp- 
ping  of  the  kingdom  any  ways  affected,  unlefs  there 
Ihould  be  a claufe  inferred,  fiifpending  the  execution 
of  fuch  bill  until  his  Majefly’s  pleafure  fliould  be 
known  ; that  fuch  inft;ru6tion  was  juft  and  necefifary, 
and  no  alteration  of  the  conflitution  of  the  ifiand, 
nor  any  way  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  fubjects 
in  Jamaica.  From  thefe  refolutions  the  reader  may 
perceive  the  nature  of  the  difpute  which  had  arifen 
between  the  people  of  Jamaica  and  their  Governor, 
Vice-Admiral  Knowles,  whofe  conduct  on  this  occa- 
fion  feems  to  have  been  juftified  by  the  Legiffature. 

The  Parliament,  however,  forbore  to  determine 
the  queftion,  v/hether  the  removal  of  the  Courts  of 
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o o K Judicature  from  Spanifh-town  to  Kingfton  was  a 
meafure  calculated  for  the  intcreft  of  the  ifland  in 
J757.  general. 

§ XXXIX.  The  lad  fubjed  which  we  fhall  men-, 
tion,  as  having  fallen  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
Commons  during  this  fefiion  of  Parliament,  was  the 
• Hate  of  Milfordhaven  on  the  coafl:  of  W ales,  one?' 
of  the  moft  capacious,  lafe,  and  commodious  har-. 
hours  in  Great-Britain.  Here  the  country  affords 
many  conveniences  for  building  fliips  of  war,  and 
eredting  forts,  docks,  quays,  and  magazines.  It 
might  be  fortified  at  a very  fmall  expence,  fo  as  to' 
be  quite  feeure  from  any  attempts  of  the  enemy, 
and  rendered  by  far  'the  moft  ufeful  harbour  in  the 
kingdom  for  fleets,  cruifers,  trading  fhips,  and 
packet-boats,  bound  to  and  from  the  weftward ; for 
from  hence  they  may  put  to  fea  almoft  with  any  wind, 
and  even  at  low  v/ater : they  may  weather  Scilly  and 
Cape-Clear  when  no  veflel  can  ftir  from  the  Britiflu 
channel,  or  out  of  the  French  ports  of  Breft  and 
i Rochefort,  and  as  a poft  can  travel  from  hence  in 
three  days  to  London,  it  might  become  the  centre 
ot  very  ufeful  fea  intelligence.  A petition  from 
feveral  merchants  in  London  was  prefented,  and  re- 
commended to  the  Houfe  in  a meffage  from  the 
King,  fpecifying  the  advantages  of  this  harbour, 
and  the  fmall  expence  at  which  it  might  be  fortified,  , 
and  praying  that  the  Houfe  would  take  this  impor- 
tant fubjedl  into  confideration.  Accordingly,  a 
committee  was  appointed  for  this  purpofe,  with 
power  to  fend  for  perfons,  papers,  and  records;  and 
every  circumftance  relating  to  it  was  examined  with 
accuracy  and  deliberation.  At  length  the  report  be- 
ing made  to  the  Lloufe  by  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend, 
they  unanimoufly  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  reprefenting 
to  his  Majefty,  that  many  great  Ioffes  had  been 
fuftained  by  the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  in  time  of 
war,  from  the  want  of  a fafe  harbour  on  the  weftern 
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coaft  of  the  ifland^  for  the  reception  and  proteftlon 
of  merchant  111 ips,  and  fending  out  cruifers : that  the 
harbour  of  Milford-haven,  in  the  county  of  Pem- 
broke, is  moft  advantageoufly  fituated,  and,  if  pro- 
perlv  defended  and  fecured,  in  every  refpedt  adapted 
• to  the  anfwering  thofe  important  purpofes : they, 
therefore,  humbly  befought  his  Majefty,  that  he 
would  give  immediate  direftions  for  eredting  batteries, 
with  proper  cover,  on  the  Tides  of  the  faid  harbour, 
in  the  moft  convenient  places  for  guarding  the  en- 
trance called  Hubberftone-road,  and  alfo  fuch  other 
fortifications  as  might  be  necefifary  to  fecure  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  harbour,  and  that,  until  fuch  bat- 
teries and  fortifications  could  be  completed,  fome 
temporary  defence  might  be  provided  for  the  imme« 
diate  protedtion  of  the  ftiips  and  veflels  lying  in  the 
faid  harbour;  finally,  they  affured  him  the  Ploufe 
would  make  good  to  his  Majefty  all  fuch  expences  as 
fhould  be  incurred  for  thefe  purpofes.  The  addrefs 
met  with  a gracious  reception,  and  a promife  that 
fuch  diredtions  fhould  be  given.  The  harbour  was 
aftually  furveyed,  the  places  were  pitched  upon  for 
batteries,  and  the  eftimates  prepared,  but  no  further 
progrefs  hath  fince  been  made. 

§ XL.  We  have  now  finiflied  the  detail  of  all  the 
material  tranfadlions  of  this  fefiion,  except  what  re- 
lates to  the  fate  of  Admiral  Byng,  which  now  claims 
our  attention.  In  the  mean  time,  we  may  obierve, 
that  on  the  fourth  day  of  July  the  feftion  was  cloled 
with  his  Majefty’s  harangue,  the  moft  remarkable 
and  pleafing  paragraph  of  which  turned  upon  his 
royal  aftlirance,  that  the  fuccour  and  prefervation  of 
his  dominions  in  America  had  been  his  conftant  care, 
and,  next  to  the  fecurity  of  his  kingdoms,  ftiould 
continue  to  be  his  great  and  principal  object.  He 
told  them  he  had  taken  fuch  meafures  as,  he  trufted, 
by  the  blefting  of  God,  might  effedlually  difappoint 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy  in  thofe  parts ; that  he  had 
no  further  view  but  to  vindicate  the  juft  rights  of 
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BOOK  hIs  crown  and  fiibje6ls  from  the  moft  injurious  ea- 
croachments ; to  preferve  tranquillity,  as  far  as  the 
circumllances  of  things  might  admit  i to  prevent 
the  true  friends  of  Britain,  and  the  liberties  of  Eu- 
rope, from  being  oppreffed  and  endangered  by  any 
unprovoked  and  unnatural  conjun^lion. 

§ XLI.  Of  all  the  tranfadtions  that  diftinguifhed 
this  year,  the  moft  extraordinary  was  the  fentence 
executed  on  Admiral  Byng,  the  fon  of  that  great 
officer  who  had  acquired  fuch  honour  by  his  naval 
exploits  in  the  preceding  reign,  and  was  ennobled  for 
, his  fervices,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Vifcount  Torring- 
ton.  His  fecond  fon,  John  Byng,  had  from  his 
. earlieft  youth  been  trained  to  his  father’s  profelfion  ; 
and  was  generally  eftcemed  one  of  the  beft  officers  in 
the  navy,  when  he  embarked  in  that  expedition  to 
Minorca,  which  covered  his  charabler  with  difgracc, 
and  even  expofed  him  to  all  the  horrors  of  an  igno- 
minious death.  On  the  twenty-eightli  day  of  Decem- 
ber his  trial  began  before  a Court-Martial,  held  on 
board  the  ftrip  St.  George,  in  the  harbour  of  Portf- 
mouth,  to  which  place  Mr.  Byng  had  been  conveyed 
from  Greenwich  by  a party  of  horfe- guards,  and  in- 
fulted  by  the  populace  in  every  town  and  village 
dirough  which  he  pafied.  The  court  having  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  evidences  for  the  crown  and 
the  prifoner,  from  day  to  day,  in  the  courfe'  of  a 
a long  fitting,  agreed  unanimoully  to  thirty-feven 
refolutions,  implying  their  opinion,  that  Admiral 
Byng,  during  the  engagement  between  the  Britifti 
and  French  fleets  on  the  twentieth  day  of  May  laft, 
did  not  do  his  utmoft  endeavour  to  take,  feize,  and 
deftroy  the  ffiips  of  the  French  King,  which  it  was 
• his  duty  to  have  engaged,  and  to  affift  fuch  of 
his  Majefty’s  ftiips  as  were  engaged,  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  have  affifted ; and  that  he  did  not  exert 
his  utmoft  power  for  the  relief  of  St.  Philip’s-caftle. 
'I'i'iey,  therefore,  unanimoufly  ^reed,  that  he  fell 

under 
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under  part  of  the  twelfth  article  of  an  a6l  of  Parlia- 
ment palfed  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  the  prefent 
reign,  for  amending,  explaining,  and  reducing  into 
'one  act  of  Parliament  the  laws  relating  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  his  Majefty’s  fhips,  velfels,  and  forces  by 
fea ; and  as  that  article  pofitively  prefcribed  death, 
without  any  alternative  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the 
court  under  any  variation  of  circumilances,  they 
unanimoully  adjudged  the  faid  Admiral  John  Byng 
to  be  fliot  to  death,  at  fuch  time  and  on  board  of 
fuch  fhips  as  the  Lords  CommilTioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty lliould  pleafe  to  diredl.  But  as  it  appeared, 
by  the  evidence  of  the  ofhcers  w^ho  were  near  the 
Admiral’s  perfon,  that  no  backwardnefs  was  perceive 
able  in  him  during  the  adtion,  nor  any  mark  of  fear 
or  confufion  either  in  his  countenance  or  behaviour ; 
but  that  he  delivered  his  orders  coolly  and  diftindlly, 
without  feeming  deficient  in  perfonal  courage  ; and 
from  other  circumftances  they  believed  his  mifcon- 
du6t  did  not  arife  either  from  cowardice  or  difafi'ec- 
tion,  they  unanimoufly  and  earneflly  recommended 
him  as  a proper  objedt  of  mercy.  The  Admiral 
himfelf  behaved  through  the  whole  trial  with  the 
moft  chearful  compofure,  feemingly  the  effedl  of 
confcious  innocence,  upon  which,  perhaps,  he  too 
much  relied.  Even  after  he  had  heard  the  evidence 
examined  againfl  him,  and  finiflied  his  own  defence, 
he  laid  his  account  in  being  honourably  acquitted, 
and  ordered  his  coach  to  be  ready  for  conveying  him 
diredtly  from  the  tribunal  to  London.  A gentleman, 
his  friend,  by  whom  he  was  attended,  having  re- 
ceived intimation  of  the  fentence  to  be  pronounced, 
thought  it  his  duty  to  prepare  him  for  the  occafion, 
that  he  might  fummon  all  his  fortitude  to  his  affifl- 
ance,  and  accordingly  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  information  he  had  received.  The  Admiral 
gave  tokens  of  furprife  and  refentment,  but  betrayed 
no  marks  of  fear  or  diforder  either  then  or  in  the 
court  when  the  fentence  was  pronounced.  On  the 

contrarv. 
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BOO  K contrary,  while  divers  members  of  the  court-martial 
manifefted  grief,  anxiety,  and  trepidation,  fhedding 
tears,  and  fighing  with  extraordinary  emotion,  he 
' ' heard  his  doom  denounced  without  undergoing  the 
lead  alteration  of  feature,  and  made  a low  obeifance 
to  the  prefident  and  the  other  members  of  the  court 
as  he  retired. 

§ XLII.  The  officers  who  compofed  this  tribunal 
were  fo  fenfible  of  the  law’s  feverity,  that  they  una- 
nimoufly  fubfcribed  a letter  to  the  board  of  Admi 
ralty,  containing  this  remarkable  paragraph: — 
“ We  cannot  help  laying  the  diftreffes  of  our  minds 
before  your  lordffiips  on  this  occafion,  in  finding 
ourfelves  under  a neceffity  of  condemning  a man 
to  death,  from  the  great  feverity  of  the  twelfth 
article  of  war,  part  of  which  he  falls  under, 
which  admits  of  no  mitigation  if  the  crime  fhould 
“ be  committed  by  an  error  in  judgement  j and, 
therefore,  for  our  own  confciences  fake,  as  well 
as  injuftice  to  the  prifoner,  wepray  your  Lord- 
fhips,  in  the  mod  earned  manner,  to  recommend 
him  to  his  Majedy’s  clemency.”  The  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  indead  of  complying  with  the  re- 
qued  of  the  Court-Martial,  tranfmitted  their  letter 
to  the  King,  with  copies  of  their  proceedings,  and 
a letter  from  themfelves  to  his  Majedy,  fpecifying  a 
doubt  with  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  fentence,  as 
the  crime  of  negligence,  for  which  the  Admiral 
had  been  condemned,  was  not  expreffed  in  any 
part  of  the  proceedings.  At  the  fame  time,  copies 
of  two  petitions  from  George  Lord  Vifcount  Tor- 
rington,  in  behalf  of  his  kinfman  Admiral  Byng, 
were  fubmitted  to  his  Majedy’s  royal  wifdom  and 
determination.  All  the  friends  and  relations  of  the 
unhappy  convifl  employed  and  exerted  their  in- 
fluence and  intered  for  his  pardon;  and  as  the  cir- 
cumdances  had  appeared  fo  drong  in  his  favour,  it 
was  fuppofed  that  the  fceptre  of  royal  mercy  would 
be  extended  for  his  prefervation-:  but  infamous  arts 
4 were 
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were  nfed  to  whet  the  favage  appetite  of  the  popu-  chap. 
lace  for  blood.  The  cry  of  vengeance  was  loud 
throughout  the  land : fallen  clouds  of  fufpicion  and 
malevolence  interpofing,  were  faid  to  obftruct  the 
genial  beams  of  the  befb  virtue  that  adorns  the 
throne ; and  the  Sovereign  was  given  to  underftand 
that  the  execution  of  Admiral  Byng  was  a facrifice 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  appeafe  the  fury  of  the  people. 

His  Majefty,  in  confequence  of  the  reprefen tation 
made  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  referred  the 
fentence  to  the  confideration  of  the  twelve  judges, 
who  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  the  fentence 
was  legal.  This  report  being  tranfmitted  from  the 
Privy-Council  to  the  Admiralty,  their  Lordfhips 
iffued  a warrant  for  executing  the  fentence  of  death 
on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  February.  One  gentle- 
man at  the  board,  however,  refufed  to  fubfcribe 
the  warrant,  alTigning  for.  his  refufal  the  reafons 
which  we  have  inferted  by  way  of  note,  for  the  fatis- 
fadion  of  the  reader 

§ XLIII. 


* Admiral  F— — s’s  reafens  for  not  figning  the  warrant  for  Ad- 
^ iniral  Byng’s  execution  ; 

! ” IT  may  be  thought  great  prefumption  in  me  to  differ  from  fo 

I great  authority  as  that  of  the  twelve  judges  j but  when  a man  is 

called  upon  to  fign  his  name  to  an  aft  which  is  to  give  authority  to 
^he  fliedding  of  blood,  he  ought  to  be  guided  by  his  own  confcience, 

1 and  not  by  the  opinions  of  other  men. 

**  In  the  cafe  before  us,  it  is  not  the  merit  of  Admiral  Byng  that 
I confider  : whether  he  deferves  death  or  nor,  is  not  a queftion  Tor  me 
to  decide } but  whether  or  not  his  life  can  be  taken  away  by  the 
I fentence  pronounced  on  him  by  the  Court-Martial,  and  after  having 
p)  clearly  explained  their  motives  for  pronouncing  fuch  a fentence, 

■ 'is  the  point  which  alone  has  employed  my  molt  ferious  confidera- 
tion. 

“ The  twelfth  article  of  war,  on  which  Admiral  Byng’s  fentence 
is  grounded,  fays  (according  to  my  underltanding  of  its  meaning) 

* That  every  perfon,  who,  in  time  of  aftion,  fnall  withdraw,  keep 
back,  or  not  come  into  fight,  or  do  his  utmolf,  &c.  thrauglx  motivirs 
of  cowardice,  negligence,  or  difaffeftion,  {}>all  fuffer  death.’  The 
Court-Martial  does,  in  exprefs  words,  acquit  Admiral  Byng  of 
cowardice  and  difaffection,  and  does  not  name  the  word  Negligence, 
Admiral  Byng  does  not,  as  I conceive,  fall  under  the  letter  or 
defeription  of  the  twelfth  article  of  war.  It  may  be  faid,  that  neg- 
ligence is  implied,  though  the  word  is  not  mentioned,  otherwife  the 
Court-Martial  would  not  have  brought  his  offence  under  the  twelfth 

article, 
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BOOK  § XLIII.  Though  mercy  was  denied  to  the  crp 
minal,  the  crown  feemed  determined  to  do  nothing 
fiiould  be  thought  in  confident  with  lawj 
A member  of  Parliament,  who  had  fat  upon  the 
Court-Martial  at  Portfmouth,  rofe  up  in  his  place, 
and  made  application  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
behalf  of  himfelf  and  feveral  other  members  of  that 
tribunal,  praying  the  aid  of  the  legiflature,  to  be 
releafed  from  the  oath  of  fecrefy  impofed  on  Courts- 

Martial, 


article,  havincj  acquitted  him  of  cowardice  and  difaffeftion.  But 
It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  the  negligence  implied  cannot  be  wil- 
ful negligence;  for  wilful  negligence,  in  Admiral  Byng’s  litua- 
tion,  niiilt  have  proceeded  either  from  cowardice  or  diratre6f ion,  and 
be  is  exprefsly  acquitted  of  both  thefe  crimes;  belides,  tliefe  crimes, 
which  are  implied  only,  and  not  named,  may  indeed  juftify  fufpicion 
and  private  opinion,  but  cannot  I'atisfy  the  corifcience  in  cal'e  of 
blood. 

“ Admiral  Byng’s  fate  was  referred  to  a Court-Martial,  his  life 
and  death  vvere  left  to  their  opinions.  The  Court-Martial  condemn 
him  to  death,  becaufe,  as  they  exprefsly  fay,  they  were  under  a ne- 
celiity  of  doing  fo  by  reafon  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  the  feverity  of 
which  they  complained  of,  becaufc  it  adnvits  of  no  mitigation.  The 
Court-Mai  tial  exprefsly  lay,  that  for  the  fake  of  their  confcience,  ai 
v/c!l  as  in  Jufiifc  to  the  prifonei',  they  molf  earneftly  recommend  him 
to  his  Majeffy  for  m'vicy;  it  is  evident,  then,  in  the  opinion  and 
confcience  of  the  judges,  he  was  not  defei  ving  of  death. 

The  ([uelfion  then  is,  lhall  the  opinions  or  neceflities  of  the 
Court-Martial  determine  Admiral  Byng’s  fate  ? If  it  lliould  be  the 
latter,  he  will  be  executed  contrary  to  the  intentions  and  meaning  of 
his  judges  ; if  the  former,  his  life  is  not  forfeited.  His  judges  de- 
clare him  not  del'erving  of  death  ; but,  miftaking  either  the  meaning 
of  the  1 aw,  or  the  nature  of  his  offence,  they  bring  him  under  an 
article  of  war,  v^hich,  according  to  their  own  defeription  of  his 
offence,  he  does  not,  I conceive,  fall  under  ; and  then  they  con- 
demn him  to  death,  becaufe,  as  they  fay,  the  law  admits  of  no  mi- 
tigation. Can  a man’s  life  be  taken  away  by'  fuch  a fentence  1 I 
would  not  willingly  be  milunderftood,  and  have  it  believed  that  I 
judge  of  Admli  al  Byng’s  defei  ts : that  was  the  bufinefs  of  a Court- 
Martial,  and  it  is  my  duty  only  to  aft  according  to  my  confcience; 
which,  after  deliberate  confidcration,  affilfed  by  the  bell  light  a poor 
undeiftanding  can  afford  it,  remains  ftill  indoubt,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  confent  to  fign  a warrant  whereby  the  fentence  of  the  Court- 
Martial  may  be  carried  into  execution  ; for  I cannot  help  thinking, 
that  however  criminal  Admiral  Byng  may  be,  his  life  is  not  for- 
feited by  that  fentence.  I do  not  mean  to  find  fault  with  other  men’s 
opinions;  all  I endeavotir  at,  is  to  give  reafons  for  my  own  ; and 
all  I defile  or  wifh  is  that  I may  not  be  mifunderlfood  ; I do  not' 
pretend  to  judge  Admiral  Byng's  deferts,  nor  to  give  any  opinion  on 
the  propriety  o<  the  a6t. 

“Signed,  6th  Feb.  1757,  at  the  Admiralty. 

“ J.  F S.’' 
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Martial,  that  they  might  difclofe  the  grounds  on  ^ h a p. 
which  fentence  of  death  had  pafTed  on  Admiral  vr. 
Byng,  and,  perhaps,  difcover  fuch  circiunftances  as  ' 
might  Ihow  the  fentence  to  be  improper.  Although  * 
this  application  produced  no  refolution  in  the  Houfe, 
the  King,  on  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  February,  fent 
a meflage  to  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt, 
importing,  that  though  he  had  determined  to  let 
the  law  take  its  courfe  with  relation  to  Admiral 
Byng,  and  refifted  all  follicitations  to  the  contrary, 
yet,  as  a member  of  the  Houfe  had  expreffed  fome 
fcruples  about  the  fentence,  his  Majefty  had  thought 
fit  to  refpite  the  execution  of  it,  that  there  might  be 
an  opportunity  of  knowing,  by  the  Separate  exanni- 
nation  of  the  members  of  the  Court-Martial,  upon 
oath,  what  grounds  there  were  for  fuch  fcruples,  and 
that  his  Majefty  was  refolved  ftill  to  let  the  fentence 
be  carried  into  execution,  imlefs  it  fliould  appear 
from  the  faid  examination,  that  Admiral  Byng  was 
unjuftly  condemned.  The  fentence  might  be  ftridlly 
legal,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  very  fevere,  accord- 
ing to  x\\tm2iidmyfunimi{7njus,fiim7na  injuria.  In 
fuch  cafes,  and  perhaps  in  fuch  cafes  only,  the  ri- 
gour of  the  law  ought  to  be  foftened  by  the  lenient 
liand  of  the  royal  prerogative.  That  this  v/as  the 
cafe  of  Admiral  Byng  appears  from  the  warm  and 
eager  interceftion  of  his  jury,  a fpecies  of  interceftion 
which  hath  generally,  if  not  always,  prevailed  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  when  any  thing  favourable  for 
the  criminal  had  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  the  trial. 

Plow  much  more  then  might  it  have  been  expedled 
to  fucceed,  when  earneftly  urged  as  a cafe  of  con-' 
fcience,  in  behalf  of  a man  whom  his  judges  had 
exprefsly  acquitted  of  cowardice  and  treachery,  the 
only  two  imputations  that  rendered  him  criminal  in 
the  eyes  of  the  nation  ! Such  an  interpofition  of  the 
crown  in  Parliamentary  tranfadfions  w-as  iiTemilar, 
unnecelTary,  and  at  another  jundlure  might  have 
beep  produdive  of  violent  heats  and  declaimation. 

At; 
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BOOK  At  prefent,  however,  it  palTed  without  cenfure,  as 
the  effe6l  of  inattention,  rather  than  a defign  to  en- 
^ * croach  upon  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe. 

§ XLIV.  The  naefifage  being  communicated,  a 
bill  was  immediately  brought  in,  to  releafe  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Court-Martial  from  the  obligation  of 
fecrefy,  and  paiTed  through  the  Lower-Houfe  with- 
out oppofition : but  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  it  ap- 
peared to  be  deftitute  of  a proper  foundation.  They 
lent  a meflage  to  the  Commons,  defiring  them  to 
, give  leave  that  fuch  of  the  members  of  the  Court- 

Martial  as  were  members  of  that  Houfe  might 
attend  their  Lordfhips,  in  order  to  be  examined  on 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill;  accordingly,  they  and 
the  reft  of  the  Court-Martial  attended,  and  an- 
fwered  all  queftions  without  hefitation.  As  they  did 
not  infill  upon  any  cxcufe,  nor  produce  any  fatis- 
faclory  reafon  for  fhowing  that  the  man  they  had 
condemned  was  a proper  objedl  of  mercy,  their 
Lordlhips  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  occafion 
for  palling  any  fuch  bill,  which,  therefore,  they 
almoft  unanimoufly  rejeded.  It  is  noteafy  to  con- 
ceive what  ftronger  reafons  could  be  given  for 
proving  Mr.  Byng  an  objed  of  mercy  than  thofe 
mentioned  in  the  letter  fent  to  the  board  of  Admiralty 
by  the  members  of  the  Court-Martial,  who  were 
empowered  to  try  the  imputed  offence,  confequently 
muft  have  been  deemed  well  qualified  to^jutlge  of 
his  condud. 

§ XLV.  The  unfortunate  Admiral  being  thus 
abandoned  to  the  ftroke  ofjuftice,  prepared  himfelf 
for  death  with  refignation  and  tranquillity.  He 
maintained  a furprifing  chearfulnefs  to  the  laft,  nor 
did  he,  from  his  condemnation  to  his  execution, 
exhibit  the  leaftfignof  impatience  or  apprehenfion. 
During  that  interval  he  had  remained  on  board  of  the 
Monarque,  a third-rate  fhip  of  war,  anchored  in  the 
harbour  of  Portfmouth,  under  a ftrong  guard,  in 
cuftody  of  the  marftial  of  the  Admiralty.  On  the 
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fourteenth  of  March,  the  day  fixed  for  his  execution, 
the  boats  belonging  to  the  fquadron  at  Spithead 
being  manned  and  armed,  containing  their  captains 
and  officers,  with  a detachment  of  marines,  attended 
this  Iblemnity  in  the  harbour,  which  was  alfo 
crowded  widi  an  infinite  number  of  other  boats  and 
vefTels  ftlled  with  fpedlators.  About  noon,  the 
Admiral  having  taken  leave  of  a Clergyman,  and 
two  friends  who  accompanied  him,  walked  out  of 
the  great  cabin  to  the  quarter-deck,  where  two  files 
of  miarines  were  ready  to  execute  the  fentence.  He 
advanced  with  a firm  deliberate  flep,  a compofed 
and  refolute  countenance,  and  refolved  to  fuffer  with 
his  face  uncovered,  until  his  friends  reprefenting  that 
liis  looks  would  poffibly  intimidate  the  foldiers,  and 
prevent  their  taking  aim  properly,  he  fubmitted  to 
their  requeft,  threw  his  hat  on  the  deck,  kneeled  on 
a cuffiion,  tied  one  white  handkerchief  over  his 
eyes,  and  dropped  the  other  as  a fignal  for  his  exe- 
cutioners, w^ho  fired  a volley  fo  decifive,  that  five 
balls  pafTed  through  his  body,  and  he  dropped  down 
dead  in  an  inftant.  The  time  in  which  this  tra- 
gedy was  adled,  from  his  walking  out  of  the  cabin  to 
his  being  depofited  in  the  coffin,  did  not  exceed  three 
minutes. 

§ XLVI.  Thus  fell,  to  the  aftoniffiment  of  all 
Europe,  Admiral  John  Byng,  who,  whatever  his 
errors  and  indiferetions  might  have  been,  feems  to 
have  been  raffily  condemned,  meanly  given  up,  and 
cruelly  facrificed  to  vile  confiderations.  The  fenti- 
ments  of  his  own  fate  he  avowed  on  the  verge  of 
etei'nity,  when  there  was  no  longer  any  caufe  of  dif- 
fimulation,  in  the  following  declaration,  which,  im- 
mediately before  his  death,  he  delivered  to  the  Mar- 
Ihal  of  the  Admiralty.  “ A few  moments  will  now 
deliver  me  from  the  virulent  perfecution,  and  fruflrate 
the  further  mialice  of  my  enemies;  nor  need  I envy 
them  a life  fubjecl  to  the  fenfations  my  injuries,  and 
the  injuftice  done  me,  miift  create.  Perfuaded  I am 

that 
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BOOK  that  juftice  will  be  done  to  my  reputation  hereafter  * 
the  manner  and  caufe  of  raifing  and  keeping  up  the 
J757.  pop^lai'  clamour  and  prejudice  againft  me  will  be 
feen  through.  I fhall  be  confidered  (as  I now  per- 
ceive myfelf ) a vi61:im  deftined  to  divert  the  indig- 
nation and.  refentment  of  an  injured  and  deluded 
people  from  the  proper  objects.  My  enemies  them- 
feives  mufl;  now  think  me  innocent.  Happy  for 
* me,  at  this  my  laft  moment,  that  I knoW  my  own 
innocence,  and  am  confcious  that  no  part  of  my 
country’s  misfortunes  can  be  owing  to  me.  I hear- 
tily wifh  the  fiiedding  my  blood  iriay  contribute  to 
the  happinefs  and  fervice  of  my  country ; but  can- 
not refign  my  juft;  claim  to  a faithful  difcharge  of  my 
duty  according  to  the  befb  of  my  judgement,^  and 
the  utmoft  exertion  of  my  ability  for  his  Majefty’s 
honour,  and  my  country’s  fervice.  I am  forry  that 
my  endeavours  v/ere  not  attended  with  more  fuccefs, 
and  that  the  armament  under  my  command  proved 
too  weak  to  fucceed  in  an  expedition  of  fuch  mo- 
ment. Truth  has  prevailed  over  calumny  and  falfe- 
hood,  and  juftice  has  wiped  off  the  ignominious 
ftain  of  my  fuppofed  want  of  perfonal  courage,  and 
the  charge  of  difaffedion.  My  heart  acquits  me  of 
thefe  crimes : but  who  can  be  prefumptuoufly  fure 
of  his  own  judgement  ? If  my  crime  is  an  error  in 
judgement,  or  differing  in  opinion  from  my  judges, 
and  if  yet  the  error  in  judgement  fhould  be  on  their 
fide,  God  forgive  tltern,  as  I do ; and  may  the  dif- 
trefs  of  their  minds,  and  uneafmefs  of  their  con- 
fciences,  v/hich  in  juftice  to  me  they  have  repre- 
fented,  be  relieved,  and  fubfide  as  niy  refentment 
. has  dorte.  The  Supreme  Judge  lees  all  hearts  and 

motives,  and  to  him  I muft  fubrnit  the  juftice  of  my 
caufe.” 

§ XLVn.  Notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  faid 
in  his  favour,  notwithftanding  the  infamous  arts  that 
Vv'ere  pradifed  to  keep  up  the  cry  againft  him,  not- 
withftanding  this  folemn  appeal  to  heaven  in  his  laft 
3 ^ moments. 
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moments,  and  even  felf-convi6tion  of  innocence,  chap. 
the  chara6ler  of  Admiral  Byng,  in  point  of  perfonal  , 

courage,  will  (till  with  many  people  remain  ptobie-^„^ 
matical.  They  will  ftill  be  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
fpirit  of  a Britifh  Admiral  had  been  properly  exerted 
the  French  fleet  would  have  been  defeated,  and  Mi- 
norca relieved.  A man’s  opinion  of  danger  varies 
at  different  times,  in  confequence  of  an  irregular  tide 
of  animal  Ipirits,  and  he  is  a6luated  by  confiderations 
which  he  dares  not  avow.  After  an  officer,  thus 
influenced,  has  hefltated  or  kept  aloof  in  the  hour 
of  trial,  the  mind,  eager  for  its  own  juftiflcation, 
aflembles,  with  furprifmg  induftry,  every  favourable 
circumftance  of  excufe,  and  broods  over  them  with 
parental  partiality,  until  it  becomes  not  only  fatif- 
fled,  but  even  enamoured  of  their  beauty  and  com- 
plexion, like  a floating  mother,  blind  to  the  defor- 
mity of  her  own  offspring.  Whatever  Mr.  Byng’s 
internal  feelings  might  have  been,  whatever  confe- 
quences  might  have  attended  his  behaviour  on  that 
occafion ; as  the  tribunal  before  which  he  was  tried 
acquitted  him  exprefsly  of  cowardice  and  treachery, 
he  was,  without  all  doubt,  a proper  objefl  for  royal 
clemency,  and  fo  impartial  pofterity  will  judge  him, 
after  all  thofe  difhonourabie  motives  of  fadion  and 
of  fear,  by  which  his  fate  was  influenced,  fhall  be 
loft  in  oblivion,  or  rememibered  with  difdain.  The 
people  of  Great-Britain,  naturally  fierce,  impatient, 
and  clamorous,  have  been  too  much  indulged,  upon 
every  petty  mifcarriage,  mzh  trials,  courts- martial, 
and  diftnifTions,  which  tend  only  to  render  their 
military  commanders  raih  and  precipitate,  the  po- 
pulace more  licentious  and  intra6lable,  and  to  dif- 
grace  the  national  character  in  the  opinion  of  man- 
kind. 
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§ I.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge  taken  into  the  adminij- 
t ration.  § II.  Obliged  to  refign.  § HI.  Reft  or  ed 
to  their  employments.  § IV.  Coalition  of  parties. 

§ V.  Ref  cent  on  the  coaft  of  France  'meditated. 

^ VI.  Comynand  of  the  fteet  given  to  Sir  Edward 
Hawkey  and  of  the  land-forces  to  Sir  John  Mcr- 
daimt.  Fleet  fails ^ September  8.  § VII.  Adyniral 

Knowles Jent  to  take  Aix.  § VUI.  Attack  and fur- 
render  of  Aix.  § IX.  A dejcent  refolved  on.  § X. 
Fhe  fteet  retiiryis  to  Spithead.  His  Majefty  appoints 
a board  of  enquiry  into  the  reafons  of  the  fleet's  re- 
turn. § XL  Proceedings  of  the  court  of  enquiry. 

§ XII.  Its  report.  § XIII.  Sir  John  Mor daunt 
tried  by  a court -yyiartiaS  and  acquitted.  § XIV. 
Fleets  Jent  to  the  Eaft  and  IVeft- Indies.  § XV.  Sue- 

cefs  of  the  FngliJJj  privateers.  § XVI.  Riots  occa- 
Jioned  by  the  high  price  of  corn.  § XVII.  Opera- 
tions in  America.  § XVIII.  Lord  Loudoun's  coyy- 
duSi  in  America.  § XIX.  Fort  IFilliam- Henry 
taken  by  the  French.  § XX.  Naval  tranf actions 
in  Ameylca.  § XXL  Attempt  of  M.  de  Key  fin  on 
Cape-coaft-caftle  in  Africa.  § XX 11.  State  of  of- 
• fairs  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  Calcutta  recovered.  Lhe 
Suba's  camp  forced.,  and  a new  treaty  concluded 
-with  him.  § XXIII.  ReduSiion  of  Chandernagore. 

§ XXIV.  Colonel  Clive  defeats  the  Sub  a at  Plaijfeyi 
who  is  afterwards  depofed  and  put  to  death. 

% XXV.  King  of  France  afaffinated.  Fortures  in- 
fliSled  on  the  ajfaffiyi.  § XX VI.  Changes  in  the 
French  miniftry.  § XXVI 1.  State  of  the  confede- 
racy againft  the  Kmg  of  Prujf  a.  % XXVIII.  Pre-  ‘ 

cautions  taken  by  his  Prujjian  Majefty.  § XXIX. 
hkirmiftoes  between  the  Pruftians  and  Auftriayis. 

§ XXX.  Neutrality  of  the  Emperor^  and  behaviour 
of  the  Dutch,  XXXL  Ihe  French  take  pojfcffion  of 
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feveral  towns  in  the  Low-Countries  belonging  to  the 
King  of  Lruffia,  % XXXIL  Declaration  of  the 
Czarina  againjl  the  King  of  Prujfia.  Factions  in 
Poland,  % XXXI I L Fruitlefs  endeavours  of  the 
Englijh  to  reftore  the  tranquillity  of  Germany, 

% XXXIV.  King  ofPruJfia  enters  Bohemia.  Prince 
of  Severn  defeats  the  Auftrians  at  Reichenherg. 

% XXXV.  King  of  Prujfia  gains  a complete  vi^ory 
over  the  Aujlrians  near  Prague.  JAarefchal  Schwerin 
killed.  Prague  inv eft ed.  § XXXVIL 

And  bombarded.  Brave  defence  of  the  befieged. 

§ XXXVIII.  Count  Daun  takes  the  command  of 
the  Auftrian  army.  His  charaSier.  % XXXIX. 

King  of  Prujfia  defeated  at  Kolin.  § XL.  He  raijes 
the  fiege  of  Prague^  and  quits  Bohemia.  § XLI. 
Preparations  for  the  defence  of  Hanover.  Fhe  allied 
army  ajfembles  under  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

§ XLII.  Skirmifhes  with  the  French.  § XLIIL 
’ Duke  of  Cumberland  pajfes  the  PF fer.  The  French 
follow  him^  and  take  Minden  and  Embden,  and  lay., 

Hanover  under  contribution.  § XLIV.  Battle  of 
Haftenheck.  § XLV.  Fhe  French  take  Hamelen, 

Duke  of  Richdieu  fuperfedes  Marejchal  d'Etrees  in 
the  command  of  the  French  army.  XLV  I.  Fhe 
French  take  pojfeffion  of  Hanover  and  Hejfe-Cajfel. 

§ XLVII.  And  reduce  Verden  and  Bremen.  Duke 
of  Cumberland  figns  the  convention  of  Clofter-Seven. 

§ I.  HOUGH  the  Parliament  of  Great-Bri-  chap, 
A tain  unanimoudy  concurred  in  ftrengthen-  ^ 

ing  the  hands  of  government,  for  a vigorous  prole- 
cution  of  the  war,  thofe  liberal  fupplies  had  like  to 
have  proved  inelFedfual  through  want  of  harmony 
in  her  councils.  In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year  the 
clamorous  voice  of  diflatisfadlion  had  been  railed  by 
a feries  of  difappointments  and  mifcarriages,  which 
were  imputed  to  want  of  intelligence,  fagacity,  and 
vigour  in  the  adminillration.  The  defeat  of  Brad- 
duck,  the  reduction  of  Ofwego,  and  other  forts  in 
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America,  the  delay  of  armaments,  the  negleifl  of 
opportunities,  ineffe61:ual  cruifes,  abfurd  difpofitions 
* of  fleets  and  fquadrons,  the  difgrace  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  were  numbered 
among  the  misfortunes  that  flowed  from  the  crude 
defigns  of  a weak  difpirited  miniftry  ; and  the  pro- 
fpe£l  of  their  acquiefcing  in  a continental  war 
brought  them  Rill*  farther  in  contempt  and  detefla- 
tion  with  the  body  of  the  people.  In  order  to  con- 
ciliate the  good-will  of  thofe  whom  their  condu6t 
had  difobliged,  to  acquire  a frefh  flock  of  credit 
with  their  fellow-fubjedls,  and  remove  from  their 
own  flioulders  part  of  what  future  cenfure  might 
enfue,  they  admitted  into  a fhare  of  the  adminiflra- 
tion  a certain  fet  of  gentlemen,  remarkable  for  their 
talenfs  and  popularity,  headed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Lesge,  efteemed  the  two  mofl  illuflrious  patriots  of 
Great-Britain,  alike  diftinguiflied  and  admired  for 
their  unconquerable  fpirit  and  untainted  integrity. 
The  former  of  thefe  was  appointed  Secretary  of  Stare, 
the  other  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  and  their 
friends  were  veiled  with  other  honourable  though 
fubordinate  offices. 

§ II.  So  far  the  people  were  charmed  with  the 
promotion  of  individuals,  upon  whofe  virtues  and 
abilities  they  had  the  mofl  perfeil  reliance : but 
thefe  new  ingredients  would  never  thoroughly  mix 
widi  the  old  leaven.  The  adminiflration  became  an 
emblem  of  the  image  that  Nebuchadnezzar  faw  in 
his  dream,  the  leg  was  of  iron,  and  the  foot  was  of 
clay.  The  old  junto  found  their  new  affociates  very 
unfit  for  their  purpofes.  They  could  neither  per- 
fuade,  cajole,  nor  intimidate  them  into  meafures 
which  they  thought  repugnant  to  the  true  interefl  of 
their  country.  The  new  minifters  combated  in 
council  every  fuch  plan,  however  patronifed : they 
openly  oppofed  in  Parliament  every  deflgn  which 
they  deemed  unworthy  of  the  Crown,  or  prejudical 
to  the  people,  even  though  diflinguiffied  by  the  pre- 
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dileaion  of  the  Sovereign.  Far  from  bargaining  C 
for  their  places,  and  furrendering  their  principles  by 
capitulation,  they  maintained  in  office  their  inde- 
pendency and  candour  with  the  moft  vigilant  cir- 
cumfpedion,  and  feemed  determined  to  ffiow,  that 
he  is  the  beft  minifter  to  the  Sovereign  who  a6ts 
with  the  greateft  probity  towards  the  fubjedt.  Fhofe 
who  immediately  furrounded  the  throne  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  concealed  the  true  charadters  of  thefe 
faithful  fervants  from  the  knowledge  of  their  Royal 
Mailer  i to  have  reprefented  them  as  obftinate,  im- 
perious, ignorant,  and  even  lukewarm  in  their  loyal- 
ty 5 and  to  have  declared,  that  with  fuch  colleagues 
it  would  be  impoffible  to  move  the  machine  of  go- 
vernment according  to  his  Majefty’s  inclination. 
Thefe  fuggeftions,  artfully  inculcated,  produced  the 
defired  effedl : on  the  ninth  day  of  April  Mr.  Pitt, 
by  his  Majefty’s  command,  refigned  the  feals  of  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  fouthern  department.  In 
the  room  of  Mr.  Legge,  the  King  was  pleafed  tp 
grant  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Mansfield,  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Court  of  King’s-Bench,  the  fame  perfonage 
whom  we  have  mentioned  before  under  the  name  of 
Mr.  Murray,  Sollicitor-General,  now  promoted  and 
ennobled  for  his  extraordinary  merit  and  important 
fervices.  The  fate  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  extended  to  fome 
of  his  principal  friends : the  Board  of  Admiralty  was 
changed,  and  fome  other  removals  were  made  with 
the  fame  intention. 

§ III.  What  was  intended  as  a difgrace  to  Mr, 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge  turned  out  one  of  the  moft 
fhining  circumftances  of  their  charadlers.  The 
whole  nation  feemed  to  rife  up,  as  one  man,  in  the 
vindication  of  their  fame : every  mouth  was  opened 
in  their  praife ; and  a great  number  of  refpedlable 
cities  and  corporations  prefented  them  with  the  free- 
dom of  their  refpedlive  focieties,  enclofed  in  gold 
boxes  of  curious  workmanfhip,  as  teftimonies  of 
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BOOK  their  peculiar  veneration.  What  the  people  highly 
efleem,  they  in  a manner  idolize.  Not  contented 
' with  making  offerings  fo  flattering  and  grateful  to 
conlcious  virtue,  they  conceived  the  moft  violent 
prejudices  againfl  thofe  gentlemen  who  fucceeded  in 
the  adminiftration ; fully  convinced,  that  the  farhe 
perfons  who  had  funk  the  nation  in  the  prefent  dif- 
trefsful  circumftances,  who  had  brought  on  her  dif- 
honour,  and  reduced  her  to  the  verge  of  deftruction, 
were  by  no  means  the  fit  inftruments  of  her  delivery 
and  redemption.  The  whole  kingdom  caught  fire 
at  the  late  changes ; nor  could  the  power,  the  cun- 
ning, and  the  artifice  of  a fadlion  long  fupport  it 
againft  the  united  voice  of  Great-Britain,  which  foon 
pierced  the  ears  of  the  Sovereign.  It  was  not  pof. 
fible  to  perfnade  the  people  that  falutary  meafiires 
could  be  fuggefled  or  purfued,  except  by  the  few, 
whofe  zeal  for  the  honour  of  their  country,  and 
fteady  adherence  to  an  upright  difinterefted  condudf, 
had  fecLired  their  confidence,  and  claimed  their  ve- 
neration. A great  number  of  addrefies,  dutifully 
and  loyally  exprefied,  follicited  the  King,  ever  ready 
to  meet  half-way  the  wiflies  of  his  faithful  people, 
to  reflore  i\Ir.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Legge  to  their  former 
employments.  Upon  this  they  refled  the  fecurity 

- and  honour  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  the  publick  ex- 

peftation  of  the  fpeedy  and  fuccelsful  ilTue  of  a war, 
hitherto  attended  with  difgraces  and  misfortunes. 
Accordingly,  his  Majefly  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
redeliver  the  feals  to  Mr.  Pitt,  appointing  him  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  fouthern  department,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  June  ; and,  five  days  after,  the 
office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  reflored 
to  Mr.  I.egge:  promotions  that  afforded  univerfal 
uitisfa£lion, 

§ iV.  It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  poffible  to  ex- 
clude from  a fhare  in  the  adniiniflration  all  who 
wei  e not  perfedfly  agreeable  to  the  people : however 
ynpopular  the  late  miniftry  might  appear.  Hill  they' 
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polTefled  fufficient  influence  in  the  Privy-council,  c H A P. 
and  credit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  thwart  ^ 
every  meafure  in  which  they  did  not  themfelves 
partake.  This  confideration,  and  very  recent  ex- 
perience, probably  didlated  the  neceflity  of  a coali- 
tion, falutary  in  itfelf  and  prudent,  becaufe  it  w'as 
the  only  means  of  afliiaging  the  rage  of  fa6tion,  and 
healing  thofe  divifions,  more  pernicious  to  the  pub- 
lick  than  the  mofl:  miftaken  and  blundering  coun- 
cils. Sir  Robert  Henley  was  made  Lord-keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal,  and  fworn  of  his  Majefty’s  Privy- 
council,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June  : the  cuftody 
of  the  Privy  Seal  was  committed  to  Earl  Temple  : 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  Mr.  Legge,  Mr. 

Nugent,  Lord  Vifcount  Duncannon,  and  Mr.  Gren- 
ville, were  appointed  CommifTioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  Treafurer  of  his  Majefty’s  Exchequer; 
LordAnfon,  Admirals  Bofcawen  and  Forbes,  Dr. 

Hay,  Mr.  Weft,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Elliott,  to 
prefide  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty:  Mr.  Fox  was 
gratified  with  the  office  of  Receiver  and  Paymafter- 
general.of  all  his  Majefty's  guards,  garrifons,  and 
land-forces  j and  the  Earl  of  Thomond  was  made 
Treafurer  of  the  King’s  Houfehold,  and  fworn  of  his 
Majefty’s  Privy-council.  Other  promotions  likewife 
took  place,  with  a defign  to  gratify  the  adherents  of 
either  party;  and  fo  equally  was  the  Royal  Favour 
diftributed,  that  the  utmoft  harmony  for  a long  time 
fubfifted.  Ingredients  feemingly  heterogeneous  con- 
folidated  into  one  uniform  mafs,  fo  as  to  produce  ef- 
fedls  far  exceeding  the  moft  fanguine  expedtations ; 
and  this  prudent  arrangement  proved  difpleafing  only 
to  thofe  whom  violent  party  attachment  had  infpired 
with  a narrow  and  exclufive  fpirit. 

§ V.  The  accumulated  Ioffes  and  difappointments 
of  the  preceding  year  made  it  abfolutely  neceflfary  to 
retrieve  the  credit  of  the  Britifli  arms  and  councils 
by  fome  vigorous  and  fpirited  enterprize,  which 
Ihould  at  the  fame  time  produce  fome  change  in 
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BOOK  the  circumftances  of  his  Pruflian  Majefly,  already 
III-  depreffed  by  the  repulfe  at  Colin,  and  in  danger  of 

' being  attacked  by  the  whole  power  of  France,  now 

ready  to  fall  upon  him,  like  a torrent,  which  had 
fo  lately  fwept  before  it  the  army  of  obfervation, 
now  on  the  brink  of  difgrace.  A well-planned  and 
vigorous  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  France,  it  was 
thought,  would  probably  give  a decilive  blow  to  the 
marine  of  that  kingdom,  and  at  the  fame  time  effed 
a powerful  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  Pruffian  Mo- 
narch and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  driven  from  all 
his  pofts  in  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  by  drawing 
a part  of  the  French  forces  to  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  their  own  coafts.  Both  were  objeCts  of 
great  concern,  upon  which  the  Sovereign  and  mi- 
niftry  were  feduloufly  bent.  His  Royal  Highriefs 
the  Duke,  in  a particular  manner,  urged  the  necef- 
fity  of  fome  enterprize  of  this  nature,  as  the  only 
expedient  to  obviate  the  fhameful  convention  now 
in  agitation.  The  miniftry  forefaw,  that,  by  de- 
ftroying  the  enemy’s  fliipping,  ail  fuccours  would 
be  cut  off  from  America,  whither  they  were  daily 
tranfporting  troops ; 'the  Britifli  commerce  fecured, 
without  thofe  convoys  fo  inconvenient  to  the  board 
of  Admiralty,  and  to  the  merchants  j and  thofe  ideal 
fears  of  an  invafion,  that  had  in  fome  meafure  affec- 
ted the  pViblick  credit,  wholly  difpelled. 

§ VI.  From  thefe  confiderations  a powerful  fleet 
*was  ordered  to  be  got  in  readinefs  to  put  to  fea  on 
the  fhortefl  notice,  and  ten  regiments  of  foot  were 
marched  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  The  naval  arma- 
ment, confifling  of  eighteen  fhips  of  the  line,  befides 
frigates,  fire-fnips,  bomb-ketches,  and  tranfports, 
was  put  under  the  command  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
an  officer  whof§  faithful  fervices  recommended  him, 
above  all  others,  to  this  command ; and  Rear-Admi- 
• ral  Knowles  was  appointed  his  fubaltern.  Sir  John 
Mordaimt  was  preferred  to  take  the  command  of  the 
land  forces  i and  both  ftriClly  enjoined  to  aCt  with 
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the  utmoft  unanimity  and  harmony.  Europe  beheld  C 
with  aftonilhment  thefe  mighty  preparations.^  The 
xleftination  of  the  armament  was  wrapped  in  the  ,75^. 
moft  profound  fecrefy  : it  exercifed  the  penetration 
of  politicians,  and  filled  France  with  very  ferious 
alarms.  Various  were  the  impediments  which  ob- 
ftruded  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  for  feveral 
weeks,  while  Mr.  Pitt  exprefifed  the  greateft  uneafi- 
nefs  at  the  delay,  and  repeatedly  urged  the  com^ 
mander  !n  chief  to  expedite  his  departure  ; ^but  a fuf- 
ficient  number  of  tranfports,  owing  to  fome  blunder 
in  the  contradors,  had  not  yet  arrived.^  The  troops 
expreffed  an  eager  impatience  to  fignalize  themfelves 
' againft  the  enemies  of  the  liberties  of  Europe  ; but 
the  fuperftitious  drew  unfavourable  prefages  from  the 
dilatorinefs  of  the  embarkation.  At  laft  the  trahf- 
ports  arrived,  the  troops  were  put  on  board  with  all 
expedition,  and  the  fleet  got  under  fail  on  the  eighth 
day  of  September,  attended  with  the  prayers  of  every 
man  warmed  with  the  love  of  his  country,  and  fol- 
licitous  for  her  honour.  The  publick,^  big  with 
expedation,  dubious  where  the  ftroke  would  fall, 
but  confident  of  itg  fuccefs,  were  impatient  for 
tidings  from  the  fleet  j but  it  was  not  till  the  four- 
teenth, that  even  the  troops  on  board  began  to  con- 
jedure  that  a defcent  was  meditated  on  the  coaft;  of 
France,  near  Rochefort  or  Rochelle. 

§ VIJ.  On  the  twentieth,  the  fleet  made  the  Ifle  of 
Oleron,  and  then  Sir  Edward  Hawke  fent  an  order 
to  Vice-Admiral  Knowles,  requiring  him,  if  the 
wind  permitted  the  fleet,  to  proceed  to  Bafque 
road,  to  ftand  in  as  near  to  the  Ifle  of  Aix  as  the 
pilot  would  carry  him,  with  fuch  Ihips  of  his  divi- 
fion  as  he  thought  neceflfary  for  the  fervice,  and  to 
batter  the  fort  till  the  garrilbn  fliould  either  abandon 
or  furrender  it.  But  the  immediate  execution  of 
this  order  was  fruftrated  by  a French  fhip  of  war’s 
Handing  into  the  very  middle  of  the  fleet,  and  con- 
tinuing in  that  ftation  for  fome  time  before  flie  dif- 

covered 
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BOOK  covered  her  miftake,  or  any  of  the  Captains  had  a 
ficrnal  thrown  out  to  give  chafe.  Admiral  Knowles, 
^wTien  too  late,  ordered  the  Magnanime,  Captain 
Howe,  and  Torbay,  Captain  Keppd,  on  that  fer- 
vice,  and  thereby  retarded  the  attack  upon  which 
he  was  immediately  fent.  A ftroke  of  policy  greatly 
to  be  admired,  as  from  hence  he  gained  time  to 
affure  himfelf  of  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications  of 
Aix,  before  he  ran  his  Majefty’s  lliips  into  danger. 

§ VIII.  While  the  above  fhips,  with  the  addition 
of  the  Royal  William,  were  attending  the  French 
fhip  of  war  fafe  into  the  river  G aronne,  the  remain- 
'der  of  the  fleet  was  beating  to  windward  off  the  Ifle 
of  Oleron  ; and  the  commander  in  chief  publi filing 
orders  and  regulations  which  did  credit  to  his  judge- 
ment, and  would  have  been  highly  ufeful  had  there 
ever  been  occafion  to  put  them  in  execution.  On 
the  twenty-third  the  van  of  the  fleet,  led  by  Captain 
Howe  in  the  Magnanime,  flood  towards  Aix,  a 
fmall  ifland  fituated  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Cha- 
rcnte,  leading  up  to  Rochefort,  the  fortifications 
half  finiflied,  anci  mounted  with  about  thirty  can- 
non and  mortars,  the  garrifon  compofed  of  fix  hun- 
dred men,  and  the  whole  ifland  about  five  miles  in 
circumference.  As  the  Magnanime  approached, 
the  enemy  fired  brifldy  upon  her ; but  Captain 
Howe,  regardlefs  of  their  faint  endeavours,  kept 
on  his  coiirfe  without  flinching,  dropped  his  anchors 
clofe  to  the  walls,  and  poured  in  fo  inceffant  a fire 
as  foon  filenced  their  artillery.  It  was,  however, 
near  an  hour  before  the  fort  flruck,  when  fome  forces 
were  landed  to  take  pofTeffion  of  fo  important  a 
conqueft,  with  orders  to  demolifli  the  fortifications, 
the  care  of  which  was  entrufled  to  Vice-Admiral 
Knowles. 

§ IX.  Inconfiderable  as  this  fuccefs  might  appear, 
it  greatly  elated  the  troops,  and  was  deemed  an 
happy  omen  of  further  advantages  j but,  inflead  of 
embarking  the  troops  that  night,  as  was  univerfally 
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expelled,  feveral  fucceffive  days  were  fpent  in  coun-  chap. 
oils  of  war,  foundings  of  the  coaft,  and  delibera-  vil.  ^ 
tions  whether  the  King’s  exprefs  orders  were  praai- 
cable,  or  to  be  complied  with.  Eight  days  were 
elapfed  fince  the  firft  appearance  of  the  fleet  on  the 
coaft,  and  the  alarm  was  given  to  the  enemy.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  indeed,  propofed  laying  a fixty 
gun  fiiip  againft  Fouras,  and  battering  that  fort, 
which  it  was  thought  would  help  to  fecure  the  land- 
ing of  the  troops,  and  facilitate  the  enterprize  on 
’ Rochefort.  This  a French  pilot  on  board  (Thierry) 
undertook  ; but  after  a fliip  had  been  lightened  for 
the  purpofe,  Vice-Admiral  Knowles  reported,  that  a 
bomb-ketch  had  run  a-ground  at  above  the  diftance 
of  two  miles  from  the  fort  j upon  which  the  projed 
of  battering  or  bombarding  the  fort  was  abandoned. 

The  Admiral  likewife  propofed  to  bombard  Ro- 
chelle ; but  this  overture  was  over-ruled,  for  rea- 
fons  which  we  need  not  mention.  It  was  at  length 
determined,  in  a council  of  war  held  on  the  eighth, 
to  make  a defcent,  and  attack  the  forts  leading  to 
and  upon  the  mouth  of  the  river  Charente.  An 
order,  in  confequence  of  this  refolution,  was  im- 
mediately ilTued  for  the  troops  to  be  ready  to  em- 
bark from  the  tranfports  in  the  boats  precifely  at 
twelve  o’clock  at  night.  Accordingly,  the  boats 
were  prepared,  and  filled  with  the  men  at  the  time 
appointed,  and  now  they  remained  beating  againft 
each  other,  and  the  fides  of  the  fhips,  for  the  fpace 
of  four  hours,  while  the  council  were  determininor 

O 

whether,  after  all  the  trouble  given,  they  Ihould 
land ; when,  at  length,  an  order  was  publifhed  for 
the  troops  to  return  to  their  refpedlive  tranfports, 
and  all  thoughts  of  a defcent,  to  appearance,  were 
wholly  abandoned.  The  fucceeding  days  were  em- 
ployed in  blowing  up  and  demolifhing  the  fortifica- 
tions of  Aix;  after  which,  the  land  officers,  in  a 
council  of  war,  took  the  final  refolution  of  returning 
to  England  without  any  further  attempts,  fully  fatis- 
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fied  they  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  execute  the 
defigns  of  the  miniRry,  and  choofing  rather  to  oppofe 
the  frowns  of  an  angry  Sovereign,  the  murmurs  of 
an  incenfed  nation,  and  the  contempt  of  mankind, 
than-fight  a handful  of  daflardly  militia.  Such  was 
the  ifliie  of  an  expedition  that  raifed  the  expectation 
of  all  Europe,  threw  the  coafts  of  France  into  the 
utmoft  confufion,  and  coft  the  people  of  England 
little  lefs  than  a million  of  money. 

§ X.  The  fleet  was  no  fooner  returned  than  the 
whole  nation  was  in  a ferment.  I'he  publick  ex- 
pectation had  been  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch, 
and  now'  the  difappointment  was  proportioned  to  the 
fanguine  hopes  conceived,  that  the  pride  of  France 
would  have  been  humbled  by  fo, formidable  an  ar- 
mament. The  miniftry,  and  with  them  the  national 
voice,  exclaimed  againft  the  commanding  officers, 
and  the  military  men  retorted  the  calumny,  by  lay- 
ing the  blame  on  the  projectors  of  the  e^nterprize, 
v/ho  had  put  the  nation  to  great  expence  before 
they  had  obtained  the  neceflary  information.  Cer- 
tain it  was,  that  blame  miift  fall  fome where,  and 
the  miniftry  refolved  to  acquit  themfelves  and  fix 
the  accufation,  b;/  requefting  his  Majerty  to  appoint 
a board  of  ofilcers  of  character  and  ability,  to  enquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  late  mifcarriage.  This  alone 
it  was  that  could  appeafe  the  publick  clamours,  and 
afford  general  fatisfaCtion.  The  enemies  of  Mr. 
Pitt  endeavoured  to  w'rcft  the  mifcarriage  of  the  ex- 
pedition to  his  prejudice,  but  the  whifpers  of  faCtion 
were  foon  drowned  in  the  voice  of  the  whole  people 
of  England,  w'lio  never  could  perfuade  themfelves 
that  a gentleman,  raifed  to  the  height  of  power  and 
popularity  by  mere  dint  of  fuperior  merit,  integrity, 
and  difintereftnefs,  would  now  facrifice  his  reputa- 
tion by  a mock  armament,  or  hazard  incurring  the 
derifion  of  Europe,  by  negleCling  to  obtain  all  the 
neceffary  previous  information,  or  doing  whatever 
might  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition.  It 
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was  afked  whether  reafon  or  juftice  diftated,  that  a ^ 
late  unfortunate  Admiral  Ihould  be  capitally  punifhed 
for  not  trying  and  exerting  his  utmoft  ability  to  re-  1757- 
lieve  Fort  St.  Philip,  invefted  by  a powerful  army, 
and  furrounded  with  a numerous  fleet,  while  no 
charge  of  negligence  'Or  cowardice  was  brought 
againft  thofe  who  occafioned  the  mifcarriage  of  a 
well- concerted  and  well-appointed  expedition  ? The 
people,  they  laid,  were  not  to  be  quieted  with  the 
refolutions  of  a council  of  war,  compofed  of  men, 
whofe  inaftivity  might  frame  excufes  for  declining 
to  expofe  themfelves  to  danger.  It  was  publickly 
mentioned,  that  fuch  backwardnefs  appeared  among 
the  general  officers  before  the  fleet  reached  the  Ifle  of 
Oleron,  as  occafioned  the  Admiral  to  declare  with 
warmth,  that  he  would  comply  with  his  orders,  and  go 
into  Bafque  road,  whatever  might  be  the  confequence. 

It  was  alked,  why  the  army  did  not  land  on  the  night 
of  the  twenty-third  or  twenty-fourth,  and  whether 
the  officers  fent  out  to  reconnoitre,  had  returned  with 
fuch  intelligence  as  feemed  to  render  a defcent  im- 
pradicable  ? It  \vas  alked,  whether  the  Commander 
in  Chief  had  complied  with  his  Majefly’s  orders, 

To  attempt,  as  far  as  fliould  be  found  pradticable, 
a defcent  on  the  coafl:  of  France,  at  or  near  Roche- 
fort,  in  order  to  attack,  and,  by  a vigorous  im- 
preffion,  force  that  place ; and  to  burn  and  de- 
ftroy,  to  the  utmoll  of  his  power,  all  docks,  ma- 
gazines,  arfenals,  and  fliipping,  as  fliould  be  found 
there  ?”  Such  rumours  as  thefe,  every  where 
propagated,  rendered  an  enquiry  no  lefs  neceiTary  to 
the  reputation  of  the  officers  on  the  expedition,  than 
to  the  miniRer  who  had  projefted  it.  Accordingly, 
a board,  confifting  of  three  officers  of  rank,  reputa- 
tion, and  ability,  was  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  to 
enquire  into  the  reafons  why  the  fleet  returned  with- 
out having  executed  his  Majefty's  orders. 

§ X[.  The  three  general  officers,  who  met  on  the 
twenty-firfl;  of  the  fame  month,  were  Charles,  Duke 
gf  Marlborough,  Lieutenant-General,  Major  Ge- 
nerals 


’ HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

nerals  Lord  George  Sackville  and  John  Waldegrave. 
To  judge  of  the  prafticability  of  executing  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  orders,  it  was  necefiary  to  enquire  into  the 
nature  of  the  intelligence  upon  which  the  expedition 
was  proje^led.  The  firft  and  moil  important  was  a 
letter  fent  to  Sir  John,  afterv/ards  Lord  Ligonier, 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clark.  This  letter  had  been 
frequently  examined  in  the  Privy-Council,  and 
contained  in  lubftance,  that  Colonel  Clark,  in  re- 
turning from  Gibraltar,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  had  travelled  along 
the  weftern  coaft  of  France,  to  obferve  the  condition 
of  the  fortifications,  and  judge  how  far  a defcent 
would  be  pra61icable,  in  cafe  of  a rupture  between 
Great-Britain  and  France.  On  his  coming  to 
Rochefort,  where  he  was  attended  by  an  engineer, 
he  was  furprifed  to  find  the  greatefl  part  of  a good 
rampart,  with  a revetement,  flanked  only  with 
redans ; no  outworks,  no  covered- way,  and  in 
many  places  no  ditch,  fo  that  the  bottom  of  the 
wall  was  fecn  at  a diftance.  He  remembered,  that 
in  other  places,  where  the  earth  had  been  taken  out 
to  form  the  rampart,  there  was  left  round  them  a 
confiderable  height  of  ground,  whence  an  enemy 
might  draw  a great  advantage  : that  for  above  the 
length  of  a front,  or  two  or  three  hundred  yards, 
there  was  no  rampart,  or  even  entrenchment,  but 
only  fmall  ditches,  in  the  low  and  marfliy  grounds 
next  the  river,  which  however  were  dry  at  low  water ; 
yet  the  bottom  remained  muddy  and  flimy.  To- 
wards the  river  no  rampart,  no  batteries,  no  parapet, 
on  either  fide  appeared,  and  on  the  land  fide  he 
(/nferved  fome  high  ground  within  the  diftance  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
town ; in  which  condition  the  Colonel  was  told  by 
the  engineer  the  place  had  remained  for  above 
leventy  years.  To  prevent  giving  umbrage,  he 
drew  no  plan  of  the  place,  and  even  burnt  the  few 
1 ketches  he  had  by  him  : however,  as  to  utility,  the 
Colonel  declared  himfelf  as  much  fatisfied  as  if  he 
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had  taken  a plan.  He  could  not  afcertain  the  direft  ^ ha 
height  of  the  rampart,  but  thought  it  could  not 
exceed  twenty-five  feet,  including  the  parapet,  i7S7« 
The  river  might  be  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  broad,  and  the  entrance  defended  by  two  or 
three  fmall  redoubts.  ‘ As  to  forces,  none  are  ever 
garrifoned  at  Rochefort,  except  marines,  which,  at 
the  time  the  Colonel  was  on  the  fpot,  amounted  to 
about  one  thoufand.  This  was  the  firfl:  intelligence 
the  miniftry  received  of  the  Rate  of  Rochefort, 
which  afforded  fufficient  room  to  believe  that  an 
attack  by  furprife  might  be  attended  with  happy 
confequences.  It  was  true,  that  Colonel  Clark  made 
his  obfervations  in  time  of  peace,  but  it  was  likewife 
probable,  that  no  great  alterations  were  made  on 
account  of  the  war,  as  the  place  had  remained  in  the 
fime  condition  during  the  two  or  three  laft  wars  with 
France,  when  they  had  the  fame  reafons  as  now  to 
expedt  their  coafts  would  be  infulted. . The  next 
information  was  obtained  from  Jofeph  Thierry,  a 
French  pilot,  of  the  Proteffant  Religion,  whopaffed 
feveral  examinations  before  the  Privy- Council. 

This  perfon  declared  that  he  had  followed  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  a pilot  on  the  coaft  of  France  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  years,  and  ferved  as  firft  pilot  in  feveral 
of  the  King’s  Ihips ; that  he  had,  in  particular, 
piloted  the  Magnanime,  before  fhe  was  taken  by  the 
Englifii,  for  about  twenty-two  months,  and  had 
often  conducted  her  into  the  road  of  the  I fie  of  Aix ; 
and  that  he  was  perfe6tly  acquainted  with  the  en- 
trance, which,  indeed,  is  fo  eafy  as  to  render  a 
pilot  almoff  unneceffary.  The  road,  he  laid, 
afforded  good  anchorage  in  twelve  or  fourteen  fa- 
thom water,  as  far  as  Bayonne  : the  channel  between 
the  ifiands  of  Oleron  and  Rlie  was  three  leagues 
broad,  and  the  banks  neceffary  to  be  avoided  lay 
near  the  land,  except  one  called  the  Boiard,  which 
is  eafily  difeerned  by  the  breakers.  He  affirmed, 
that  the  largeff  veffels  might  draw  up  clofe  to  the 
fort  of  Aix,  which  he  would  undertake  the  Mag- 
nanime 


On  fC 


/ 


^6  HISTOkY  OF  ENGLAND- 

BOOK  nanlme  alone  fhould  deftroy ; that  the  largeft  Ihips 
might  come  up  to  the  Vigorot,  two  miles  diftant 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  with  all  their  cannon 
and  {lores : that  men  might  be  landed  to  the  north 
of  fort  Fouras,  out  of  fight  of  the  fort,  upon  a mea- 
dow where  the  ground  is  firm  and  level,  under 
cover  of  the  cannon  of  the  fleet.  This  landing  place 
he  reckoned  at  about  five  miles  from  Rochefort, 
the  way  dry,  and  no  way  intercepted  by  ditches  and 
moraflfes.  He  faid  great  part  of  the  city  was  encom- 
paiTed  by  a wall ; but  towards  the  river,  on  both 
fides,  for  about  fixty  paces,  it  was  enclofed  only 
with  pallifades,  without  a fofle.  To  the  intelligence 
of  Col.  Clark  and  Thierry  the  miniilry  added  a fe- 
cret  account  obtained  of  the  ilrength  and  diflribu- 
tion  of  the  French  forces,  whence  it  appeared  highly 
probable  that  no  more  than  ten  thoufand  men  could 
be  allowed  for  the  defence  of  the  whole  coafl:,  from 
St.  Valery  to  Bourdeaux.  In  confequence  of  the 
above  information  the  fecret  expedition  was  planned ; 
inllru6lions  were  given  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt  and 
Admiral  Hawke  to  make  a vigorous  impreffion  on 
the  French  coafl,  and  all  the  other  meafures  pro- 
jected, which  it  was  imagined  would  make  an 
effe6lual  diverfion,  by  obliging  the  enemy  to  em- 
ploy a great  part  of  their  forces  at  home,  diflurb  and 
fhake  the  credit  of  their  publick  loans,  impair  the 
ftrength  and  refources  of  their  navy,  difconcert  , 
their  extenfive  and  dangerous  operations  of  war, 
and,  finally,  give  life,  ilrength,  and  luflre  to  the 
common  caufe  and  his  Majefly's  arnis.  The  board 
of  enquiry  took  next  into  confideration  the  feveral 
letters  and  explanatory  inflru6lions  fent  to  Sir  John 
Mordaunt,  in  confequence  of  fome  difficulties  which 
might  poffibly  occur,  flated  by  that  General  in  let- 
ters to  the  minifler,  previous  to  his  failing.  Then 
they  examined  the  report  made  to  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  by  Admiral  Broderick,  and  the  captains  of 
men  of  war  fent  to  found  the  French  fhore  from 
Rochelle  to  fort  Fouras,  dated  September  the 

twenty- 
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tvvenCy-nliith ; the  refult  of  the  councils  of  war  on  C h a 
the  tv/enty-fifth  and  twenty-eighth;  Sir  Edward  ^ . 

Hawke’s  letter  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt  on  the  twenty- 
.fev^enth,  and  the  General’s  aniwer  on  the  twenty- 
ninth:  after  which  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  called 
upon  to  give  his  reafons  for  not  putting  his  Majefty’s 
iniLruftions  and  orders  in  execution.  This  he  did 
in  fubftance  as  follows : The  attempt  on  Rochefort 
he  underftood  was  to  have  been  on  the  footing  of  a 
coup  demain  or  furprife,  which  it  would  be  impofilble 
to  execute  if  the  defign  was  difcovered  or  the  alarm 
taken.  He  aifo  underftood  that  an  attempt  could 
not  be  made,  nay,  that  his  Majefty  did  not  require 
it  fliould,  unlefs  a proper  place  for  debarking,  and 
a fafe  retreat  for  the  troops  was  difcoi^ered,  particu- 
larly where  the  flftps  could  proted  them  ; and  a fafe 
communication  wdth  the  fieet,  and  conveyance  of 
fupplies  from  it,  were  found.  Id is  fentiments,  he 
fiid,  were  confirmed  by  a paper  to  this  purpofe, 
delivered  to  him  by  Sir  John  Ligonier,  on  his  drift 
being  appointed  to  command  the  expedition.  It 
was  iikewife  probable,  he  thought,  that . although 
Rochefort  fhould  have  remained  in  the  fituation  in 
which  Colonel  Clark  and  the  pilot  Thierry  had 
feen  it  three  years  before,  yet  that  a few  days  pre- 
parations could  make  it  fufficiently  defenfible  againft 
coup  do  main.  Judging,  therefoi-e,  the  dependence 
on  fuch  an  operation  alone  improper,  he  applied  to 
the  miniftry  for  two  more  old  battalions,  and'  artil- 
lery for  a regular  attack  to  force  the  place,  which, 
from  its  conftrudtion,  appeared  as  difficult  to  be 
made  defenfible  againft  the  latter,  as  eafily  fecured 
againft  the  former.  But  this  requeft  being  refufed, 
he  ftill  thought  it  his  duty  to  obey  his  orders  on  the 
footing  on  which  the  expedition  was  planned,  efpe- 
cially  as  he  underftood  liis  inftrudfions  were  difcre- 
tionary,  regarding  the  circumftances  of  the  time, 
the  condition  of  the  place,  and  the  nature  of  the 
fervice.  He  recited  the  pofitive  and  credible  intel- 
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^ licence  received,  as  well  before  the  embarkation  as 
during  the  voyage,  of  the  alarm  given  to  France, 
and  the  preparations  made  along  the  French  coafts 
from  Bred  and  St.  Maloes  to  Rochefort : the  acci- 
dents that  kept  the  fleet  hovering  along  the  coafts, 
and  prevented  the  pofllbility  of  an  attempt  by  fur- 
prize  ; the  reports  of  all  the  gentlemen  employed  in 
founding  the  coafts,  ib  contrary  to  the  intelligence 
given  by  Thierry  the  pilot : the  opinion  of  the  coun- 
cil of  war,  by  which  he  was  enjoined  to  a6t,  and 
with  which  his  own  judgement  concurred  : the  en- 
deavours ufed,  after  the  twenty- fixth,  to  find  out 
fome  expedient  for  annoying  the  enemy  and  execu- 
ting his  Majefty's  inftruftions  : the  attempt  made  to 
land,  in  confequence  of  the  refolution  of  the  fecond 
council  of  w^r,  which  was  prevented  by  boifterous 
and  ftormy  weather,  and,  laftly,  the  reafons  that 
determined  him,  in  concert  v;ith  the  other  land 
officers,  to  return  to  England. 

§ XII.  Having  confidered  all  thefe  circumftances, 
and  examined  feveral  officers  who  ferved  in  the  ex- 
pedition, the  court  of  enquiry  gave  in  the  following 
report  to  his  Majefty  : — “ It  appears  to  us,  that  one 
caufe  of  the  expedition  having  failed  is,  the  not  attack- 
ing fort  Fouras  by  fea,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  could 
have  been  attacked  by  land,  agreeably  to  the  firft 
defign,  which  certainly  muft  have  been  of  the  greateft 
utility  towards  carrying  your  Majefly’s  inftruftions 
into  execution.  It  was  at  firft  refolved  by  Admiral 
FI  awke  j (Thierry,  the  pilot,  having  undertaken  the 
fafe  condudt  of  a fir  ip  to  fort  Fouras  for  that  purpofe) 
but  afterwards  laid  afide,  upon  the  reprefentation  of 
.Vice-Admiral  Knowles,  that  the  Barfleur,  the  Ihip 
wdefigned  for  that  fervice,  was  a-ground,  at  the 
-diftance  of  betw^een  four  and  five  miles  from  the 
-flrore;  but  as  neither  Sir  Edward  Hawke  or  the 
pilot  could  attend  to  give  any  information  upon  that 
head,  we  cannot  preliime  to  offer  any  certain  opi- 
nion thereupon.  \Vc  conceive  another  caufe  of  the 
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failure  of  the  expedition  to  have  been,  that,  inftead  c H 

of  attempting  to  land  when  the  report  was  received, , 

on  the  twenty-fourth  of  September,  from  Rear- Ad-  , 
miral  Broderick,  and  the  Captains  who  had  been  out 
to  found  and  reconnoitre,  a Council  of  War  was 
fummoned,  and  held  on  the  twenty-fifth,  in  which 
it  Was  unanimoufly  refolved  not  to  land,  as  the  at- 
tempt on  Rochefort  was  neither  advifeable  or  prac- 
ticable : but  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  were 
then,  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  either  a body  of 
troops  or  batteries  on  fhore  fufficient  to  have  prevented 
the  attempting  a defcent,  in  purfuance  of  the  in-  - 
ftruftions  figned  by  your  Majefty:  neither ^does  it 
- appear  to  us  that  there  were  any  reafons  fufficient  to 
induce  the  council  of  war  to  believe  that  Rochefort 
was  fo  changed  in  refped  to  its  ftrength,  or  poflure 
of  defence,  fince  the  expedition  was  firft  refolved  on 
in  England,  as  to  prevent  all  attempts  of  an  attack 
upon  the  place,  in  order  to  burn  and  deftroy  the 
docks,  magazines,  arfenals,  and  fhipping,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  Majefty’s  command*  And  we  think 
ourfelves  obliged  to  remark,  in  the  council  of  war 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  that  no  reafon 
could  have  exifted  fufficient  to  prevent  the  attempt 
of  landing  the  troops,  as  the  council  then  unani- 
moufly refolved  to  land  with  all  poflibie  difpatch. 

We  beg  leave  alfo  to  remark,  that  after  its  being 
unanimoufly  refolved  to  land,  in  the  council  of  war 
of  the  tw^enty-eighth  of  September,  the  refolution 
was  taken  of  returning  to  England,  without  any  re- 
gular or  general  meeting  of  the  faid  council ; but 
as  the  whole  operation  was  of  fo  inconfiderable  a 
nature,  we  do  not  offer  this  to  your  Majefty  as  a 
caufe  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  ; fince  we  can- 
not but  look  upon  the  expedition  to  have  failed  from 
the  time  the  great  object  of  it  was  laid  afide  in  the 
council  of  war  of  the  twenty- fifth.” 

§ XIII.  This  report,  figned  by  the  general  officers 
Marlborough,  Sackville,  and  Waldegrave,  proba- 
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BOOK  bly  laid  the  foundation  for  the  court  martial  which 
fat  foon  after  upon  the  conduct  of  the  commander 
in  chief  on  the  expedition.  The  enemies  of  the 
minifter  made  a handle  of  the  mifcarriage  to  leflen 
him  in  the  efteem  of  the  publick,  by  laying  the 
whole  blam.e  on  his  forming  a projedt  fo  expenfive  to 
the  nation,  on  intelligence  not  only  (light  at  the  firft 
view,  but  falfe  upon  further  examination.  But  the 
people  were  ftiil  his  advocates,  they  difeerned  fome- 
thing  myfterious  in  the  whole  condudt  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  They  plainly  perceived  that  cau- 
tion took  place  of  vigour,  and  that  the  hours  for 
addon  were  fpent  in  deliberations  and  councils  of 
war.  Had  he  debarked  the  troops,  and  made  fuch 
an  attack  as  would  have  diftinguiflied  his  courage, 
the  voice  of  the  people  would  have  acquitted  him, 
however  unfuccefsful,  though  prudence,  perhaps, 
might  have  condemned  him.  Even  Braddock’s 
rafhnefs  they  deemed  preferable  to  Mordaunt’s  in- 
adfivity  : the  lofs  of  fo  many  brave  lives  was  thought 
lefs  injurious  and  difgraceful  to  the  nation  than  the 
too  fafe  return  of  the  prefent  armament.  The  one 
demonftrated  that  the  Britifli  fpirit  (till  exifled ; the 
other  feemed  to  indicate  the  too  powerful  influence 
of  wealth,  luxury,  and  thofe  manners  which  tend  to 
debauch  and  emafculate  the  mind.  A publick  trial 
of  the  commander  in  chief  was  expe6led  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  it  was  gracioufly  granted  by  his  Majefly. 
It  is  even  thought  that  Sir  John  Mordaunt  himfelf 
demanded  to  have  his  condutf  ferutinized,  by  which 
method'  alone  he  was  fenfibie  his  charader  could  be 
re-eflabllfhed.  His  Majefty’s  warrant  for  holding  a 
court-martial  was  accordingly  figned  on  the  third  day 
of  December.  The  court  was  compofed  of  nine 
lieutenant-generals,  nine  major-generals,  and  three 
colonels,  who  fat  on  the  fourteenth,  and  continued 
by  feveral  adjournments  to  the  twentieth.  Lieute- 
nant General  Sir  John  Mordaunt  came  prifoner  be- 
fore the  court,  and  the  following  charge  was  exhibited 
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againfl  him;  namdy,  That  he  being  appointed,  byCH  AP. 
the  King,  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty’s  forces 
fent  on  an  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France,  and  1757. 
having  received  orders  and  inftruTions  relative 
thereto  from  his  Majefly,  under  his  royal  Egn- 
manual,  and  alfo  by  one  of  his  principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  had  difobeyed  his  Majefty’s  faid  orders  and 
inftrudfions.  The  proceedings  of  this  court  were 
nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  court  of  enquiry,  d he 
fame  evidences  were  examined,  with  the  addition  of 
Sir  Edward  Hawke’s  depofition;  and  a defence  dif- 
fering in  no  elTential  point  from  the  former,  made 
by  the  prifoner,  but  the  judgement  given  was  clear 
and  explicit.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  unanimoudy 
found  Not  guilty,  and  therefore  acquitted,  while 
the  publick  opinion  remained  unaltered,  and  many 
perfons  inveighed  as  bitterly  againfl;  the  lenity  of  the 
prefent  Court-iTiax“tial  as  they  had  formerly  againfl 
the  I'e verity  of  the  fentence  palled  upon  a late  unfor- 
tunate Admiral.  The  evidence  of  one  gentleman  in 
particular  drew  attention;  he  was  accufed  of  tergiver- 
fation,  and  of  Ihowing  that  partial  indulgence  which 
his  own  condufl  required.  Fie  publickly  defended 
his  charafler  : his  performance  was  cenfured,  and 
himfelf  difinilled  the  fervice  by  his  fovereign. 

§ XIV.  Befides  the  diverfion  intended  by  a defcent 
on  the  coaft  of  France,  feveral  other  methods  were 
employed  to  amufe  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  protedl  ' 
the  trade  of  the  kingdom,  fecure  our  colonies  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  infure  the  continuance  of  the  ex- 
traordinary fuccefs  v/hich  had  lately  blefted  his 
Majefty’s  arms  in  the  Eaft-Indies;  but  thefe  we 
could  not  mention  before  without  breaking  the 
thread  of,  our  narration.  On  the  ninth  of  February 
Admiral  Weft  failed  with  a fquadron  of  men  of  war 
to  the  w^eftward,  as  did  Admiral  Coates  with  the 
fleet  under  his  convoy  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and 
Commodore  Stevens  with  the  trade  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies  in  the  month  of  March.  Admiral  Holbourn 
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j}  o o K and  Commodore  Holms,  with  eleven  lliips  of  the 
line,  a fire-fhip,  bomb-ketch,  and  fifty  tranfports, 
failed  from  St,  Helen’s  for  America  in  April.  The 
Admiral  had  on  board  fix  thoufand  two  hundred 
efieflive  men,  exclufive  of  officers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Hopfon,  affifted  by  Lord  Charles 
Hay.  In  May,  Admiral  Ofborne,  who  had  been 
forced  back  to  Plymouth  with  his  fquadron  by  ftrefs 
of  weather,  fet  fail  for  the  Mediterranean,  as  did 
two  ffiips  of  war  fent  to  convoy  the  American 
trade. 

§ XV.  In  the  mean  time,  the  privateers  fitted  out 
by  private  merchants  and  focieties  greatly  annoyed 
the  French  commerce.  The  Antigallican,  a pri- 
vate ffiip  of  war,  equipped  by  a fociety  of  men  who 
afiumed  that  name,  took  the  Duke  de  Penthievre 
Indiaman  off  the  port  of  Corunna,  and  carried  her 
into  Cadiz.  The  prize  was  efti mated  worth  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  immediate  applica- 
tion was  made  by  France  to  the  court  of  Spain  for 
reftitution,  while  the  Proprietors  of  the  Antigallican 
were  fquandering  in  mirth,  feftivity,  and  riot,  the 
imaginary  wealth  fo  eafily  and  unexpectedly  acquired. 
Such  were  the  remonftrances  made  to  his  Catholick. 
Majefty  with,  refpeCl  to  the  illegality  of  the  prize, 
which  the  French  Eaft-India  Company  afferted  was 
taken  within  fhot  of  a neutral  port,  that  the  Pen- 
thievre was  firft  violently  wrefted  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  captors,  then  detained  as  a depofit,  with 
fealed  hatches,  and  a Spanifh  guard  on  board,  till 
the  claims  of  both  parties  could  be  examined,  and 
at  laft  adjudged  to  be  an  illegal  capture,  and  confe- 
quently  reftored  to  the  French,  to  the  great  dif- 
appointment  of  the  owners  of  the  privateer.  Befides 
the  fuccefs  which  attended  a great  number  of  other 
privateers,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  publiffied  a 
lift  of  above  thirty  fliips  of  war  and  privateers  taken 
from  the  enemy,  in  the  fpace  of  four  months,  by 
the  Engliffi  (loops  and  fiiips  of  war,  exclufive  of  the 
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Duke  d’Aquitaine  Indiaman,  now  fitted  out  as  a 
Ihip  of  war,  taken  by  the  Eagle  and  Medway  ; the 
Pondicherry  Indiaman,  valued  at  one  hundred  and 
fixty  thoufand  pounds,  taken  by  the  Dover  man  of 
war ; and  above  fix  privateers  brought  into  port  by 
the  diligent  and  brave  Captain  Lockhart,  for  which 
he  was  honoured  with  a variety  of  prefents  of  plate 
by  feveral  corporations,  in  teftimony  of  their  efteem 
and  regard.  This  run  of  good  fortune  was  not, 
however,  without  fome  retribution  on  the  fide  of 
the  enemy,  who,  out  of  twenty-one  fhips  hoineward- 
bound  from  Carolina,  made  prize  of  nineteen,  whence 
the  merchants  fuftained  confiderable  damage,  and  a 
gre^t  quantity  of  valuable  commodities,  indigo  in 
particular,  was  loft  to  this  country. 

§ XVI.  Notwithftanding  the  large  imports  of 
grain  fromx  different  parts  of  Europe  and  America, 
the  artifice  of  engroflers  ftill  kept  up  the  price  of 
corn.  So  incenfed  were  the  populace  at  the  iniqui- 
tous combinations  entered  into  to  fruftrate  the  endea- 
vours of  the  legiflature,  and  to  opprefs  the  poor,  that 
they  rofe  in  a tumultuous  manner  in  feveral  counties, 
jbmetimes  to  the  number  of  five  or  fix  thoufand, 
and  feized  upon  the  grain  brought  to  market.  Nor 
was  it  indeed  to  be  wondered  at,  confidering  the 
diftrefs  to  which  many  perfons  were  reduced.  Tire 
difficulty  of  obtaining  the  neceffaries  of  life  raifed 
the  price  of  labour  at  the  moft  unfeafonable  time 
v/hen  all  manufadurers  were  overftocked  for  want 
of  a proper  market,  which  obliged  them  to  difmifs 
above  half  the  hands  before  employed.  Hence  arofe 
the  moft  pitiable  condition  of  feveral  thoufands  of 
ufeful  induftrious  fubjedls ; a calamity  attended  only 
with  one  advantage  to  the  publick,  namely,  the  faci- 
lity with  which  recruits  w^ere  raifed  for  his  Majefty’s 
fervice.  At  laft  the  plentiful  crops  with  which  it 
pleafed  Providence  to  blefs  thefe  kingdoms,  the  pro- 
digious quantities  of  corn  imported  from  foreign 
countries,  and  the  wife  meafures  of  the  legiflature, 
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BOOK  broke  all  the  villainous  fchemes  fet  on  foot  by  the 
in.  forcftallers  and  engroiTers,  and  reduced  the  price  of 
corn  to  the  ufual  ftandard.  The  publick  joy  on  this 
event  was  greatly  augmented  by  the  fafe  arrival  of 
the  fleet  from  the  Leeward  iilands,  confifting  of 
ninety-two  fail,  and  of  the  Straits  fleet,  efteemed 
v/orth  three  mdllions  llerling,  whereby  the  filk  manii- 
fadlurers  in  particular  were  again  employed,  and 
their  diftreflfes  relieved.  About  the  fame  time  the 
India  Company  was  highly  elated  with  the  joyful 
account  of  the  fafe  arrival  and  fpirited  condu6l  of 
three  of  their  captains,  attacked  in  their  palTage 
homeward  by  two  French  men  of  war,  one  of  fixty- 
four,  the  other  of  twenty- fix  guns.  After  a warm 
engagement,  w’hich  continued  for  three  hours,  they 
obliged  the  French  fhips  to  fheer  oflF,  with  fcarce 
any  lofs  on  their  own  fide.  When  the  engagement 
began,  the  captains  had  promifed  a reward*  of  a 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  crews,  by  way  of  incitement 
to  their  valour;  and  the  company  doubled  the  fum, 
in  recompence  of  their  fidelity  and  courage.  His 
Majefly  haying  taken  into  confideration  the  incredi- 
ble damage  fuflained  by  the  commerce  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  for  want  of  proper  harbours  and  forts  on 
the  wefiern  coaft  to  receive  and  protect  merchant- 
men, was  gi  acioufly  pleafed  to  order  that  a tempo- 
rary fecurity  fliould  be  provided  for  the  fhipping 
which  might  touch  at  Milford-haven,  until  the  forti- 
fications voted  in  Parliament  could  be  erebted.  How 
far  his  Majefly^s  direbtions  were  complied  with,  the 
number  of  merchants  fnips  taken  by  the  enemy’s 
privateers  upon  that  coaft  fufficiently  indicated. 

§ XVTI.  Whatever  reafons  the  Government  had 
to  expebt  the  campaign  fliould  be  vigoroufly  puftied 
in  America,  almoft  every  circumftance  turned  out 
contrary  to  expebfation.  Not  all  the  endeavours  of 
the  Earl  of  Loudoun  to  quiet  the  diflentions  amiong 
the  difterent  provinces,  and  to  eftabli-fli  unanimity 
^pd  harmony,  could  prevail.  Circumftances  re- 
quired 
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quired  that  he  fhould  a£t  the  part  of  a mediator,  in  C HA  P. 
order  to  raife  the  neceflary  fupplies  for  profeciiting , 
the  war,  without  which  it  was  impoffible  he  could  1757. 
appear  in  the  character  of  a General.  The  enemy, 
in  the  mean  time,  were  purfuing  the  blow  given  at 
Ofwego,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  diftraclion 
that  appeared  in  the  Britifli  councils.  By  their  fuc- 
ceffes  in  the  preceding  campaign,  they  remained 
mafters  of  all  the  lakes.  Hence  they  were  furnifhed 
with  the  means  of  pra6tifing  on  the  Indians  in  all 
the  different  diftrids,  and  obliging  them,  by  re- 
w’ards,  promifes,  and  menaces,  to  a£t  in  their  fa- 
vour. Every  acceffion  to  their  ftrength  was  a real 
dimunition  of  that  of  the  Britifh  commander ; but 
then  the  ignorance  or  pufillanimity  of  fome  of  the 
inferior  officers  in  our  back  fettlements  was,  in  effedt, 
more  beneficial  to  the  enemy  than  ail  the  vigilance 
and  adlivity  of  Montcalm.  In  confequence  of  the 
ffiameful  lofs  of  Ofwego,  theyvoluntarilv  abandoned 
to  the  mercy  of  the  French  General  the  whole 
country  of  the  Five  Nations,  the  only  body  of  In- 
dians who  had  inviolably  performed  their  engage- 
ments, or  indeed  who  had  preferved  any  fincere  re- 
gard for  the  Britifh  government.  The  communi- 
cation with  thefe  faithful  allies  was  now  cut  off,  by 
the  imprudent  demolition  of  the  forts  we  poffeffed 
at  the  great  Carrying-place.  A flrong  fort,  indeed, 
w'as  built  at  Winchefler,  and  called  F"ort  Loudoun, 
after  the  commander  in  chief,  and  four  hundred 
Cherokee  Indians  joined  the  Englrfh  forces  at  Fort 
Cumberland  : but  this  re- enforcement  by  no  means 
counterbalanced  the  Ioffes  fuftained  in  confequence 
of  our  having  imprudently  flopped  up  Wood  creek, 
and  filled  it  with  logs.  Every  perfon  the  leafl  ac- 
quainted with  the  country  readily  perceived  the 
weaknefs  of  thefe  meafures,  by  which  our  whole 
frontier  was  left  open  and  expofed  to  the  irruption 
of  the  favages  in  the  French  interefl,  who  would 
pot  feil  to  profit  hy  our  blunders,  too  notorious  to 
2 efcape 
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BOOK  efcape  them.  By  the  removal  of  thefe  barriers,  a 
III-  path  was  opened  to  our  fine  fettlements  on  thofe 
’ "rounds  called  the  German  Flats,  and  along  the 
Mohawk  river,  which  the  enemy  deftroyed  with  fire 
and  fword  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

§ XVIII.  In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Loudoun  was 
taking  the  mofl  effectual  fteps  to  unite  the  provinces, 
and  raife  a force  fufficient  to  give  fome  decifive 
blow.  The  attack  on  Crown-Point,  which  had 
been  fo  long  meditated,  was  laid  afide,  as  of  lefs 
importance  than  the  intended  expedition  to  Louif- 
bourg,  now  fubflituted  in  its  place,  and  undoubt- 
edly a more  confiderable  obje6l  in  itfelf.  Admiral 
Holbourne  arrived,  at  Hallifax,  with  the  fquadron 
and  tranfports  under  his  command,  on  the  ninth  of 
July ; and  it  was  his  Lordfliip’s  intention  to  repair 
thither  with  all  poflible  diligence,  in  order  to  take 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  expedition : but  a 
variety  of  accidents  interpofed.  It  was  with  the 
utmofl  difficulty  he  at  length  affembled  a body  of 
fix  thoufand  men,  with  which  he  inflantly  began  his 
march  to  join  the  troops  lately  arrived  from  Eng- 
land. When  the  jundion  was  effeded,  the  whole 
forces  amounted  to  twelve  thoufand  men ; an  army 
that  raifed  great  expeftation.  Immediately  fome 
fmall  veffels  were  fent  out  to  examine  and  reconnoitre 
the  condition  of  the  enemy,and  the  intermediate  time 
was  employed  in  embarking  the  troops,  as  foon  as 
the  tranfports  arrived.  The  return  of  the  fcouts 
totally  altered  the  face  of  affairs  ; they  brought  the 
unwelcome  news,  that  M.  de  Bois  de  la  Mothe, 
who  failed  in  the  month  of  May  from  Breft  with  a 
large  fleet  of  fhips  of  war  and  tranfports,  was  now 
lafe  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg.  Their 
intelligence  was  fupported  by  the  teflimony  of  feve- 
ral  deferters ; yet  ftill  it  wanted  confirmation,  and 
many  perfons  believed  their  account  of  the  enemy’s 
ffrength  greatly  magnified.  Such  advices,  however, 
could  not  but  occafion  extraordinary  fluctuations  in, 
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the  councils  of  war  at  Hallifax.  Some  were  for  fet-  c HA  P. 
tingafide  all  thoughts  of  the  expedition  for  that  fea- 
ion ; while  others,  more  warm  in  their  difpofitions,  ,757. 
and  fanguine  in  their  expe^ations,  were  for  profe- 
cutino-  it  with  vigour,  in  fpite  of  all  dangers  and  diffi- 
cultiS.  Their  difputes  were  carried  on  with  great 
vehemence,  when  a packet  bound  from  Louifbourg 
in  France,  was  taken  by  one  of  the  Englilli  fhips 
Rationed  at  Newfoundland.  She  had  letters  on 
board,  which  put  the  enemy’s  fuperiority  beyond  all 
doubt,  at  leaft  by  fea.  It  clearly  appeared,  there 
were  at  that  time  in  Louifbourg  fix  thoufand  regular 
troops,  three  thoufand  natives,  and  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  Indians,  with  feventeen  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  three  frigates  moored  in  the  harbour;  that 
the  place  was  well  fupplied  with  ammunition,  pro- 
vifion,  and  every  kind  of  military  flores  ; and  that 
the  enemy  wifhed  for  nothing  more  than  an  attack, 
which  it  was  probable  would  terminate  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  affaiiants,  and  ruin  of  the  Britifh  affairs 
in  America.  The  commanders  at  Hallifax  were 
fully  apprifed  of  the  confequences  of  an  unfuccefsful 
attempt ; it  was,  therefore,  almofl  unanimoufly  re- 
folved  to  poftpone  the  expedition  to  fome  more  con- 
yenient  opportunity,  efpecially  as  the  feafon  was  now 
far  advanced,  which  alone  would  be  fufficient  to 
fruftrate  their  endeavours,  and  render  the  enterprize 
abortive.  This  refolution  feems,  indeed,  to  have 
been  the  mod;  eligible  in  their  circumftances,  what- 
ever conflrudions  might  afterwards  be  given,  with 
intention  to  prejudice  the  publick  againft  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

§ XIX.  Lord  Loudoun’s  departure  from  New- 
York,  with  all  the  forces  he  was  able  to  colledt, 
afforded  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  the  fairefl  occa- 
fion  of  improving  the  fucceffes  of  the  former  cam- 
paign. That  General  had,  in  the  very  commence  - 
ment  of  the  feafon,  made  three  different  attacks  on 
Fort  William-Henry,  vn  all  of  which  he  was  repuifed 
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by  the  vigour  and  refolution  of  the  garrifon.  But 
his  difappointment  here  was  balanced  by  an  advan- 
tage gained  by  a party  of  regulars  and  Indians  at 
Ticonderoga.  Colonel  John  Parker,  with  a de- 
tachment of  near  four  hundred  men,  went  by  water, 
in  whale  and  bay  boats,  to  attack  the  enemy's  ad-* 
vanced  guard  at  that  place.  Landing  at  night  on 
an  ifland,  he  fent  before  dawn  three  boats  to  the 
main  land,  which  the  enemy  w^aylaid  and  took. 
Having  procured  the  neceffary  intelligence  from  the 
prilbners  of  the  Colonel’s  defigns,  they  contrived 
their  meafures,  placed  three  hundred  men  in  anrbuili 
behind  the  point  where  he  propofed  landing,  and 
fent  three  batteaux  to  the  place  of  rendezvous.  Co- 
lonel Parker  miftaking  thefe  for  his  own  boats, 
eagerly  put  to  fliore,  v/as  farrounded  by  the  enemy 
reinforced  with  four  hundred  men,  and  attacked 
with  fuch  impetuofity,  that,  of  the  whole  detach- 
ment, only  two  officers  and  feventy  private  men 
efcaoed.  Fluffied  with  this  advantage,  animated 
by  the  abfence  of  the  BritiOi  Commander  in  Chiefs 
then  at  Hallifax,  and  fired  with  a defire  to  revenge 
the  difgrace  he  had  lately  fuftained  before  Fort- 
Henry,  Montcalm  drew  together  all  his  forces,  with 
intention  to  lay  fiege  to  that  place.  Fort  William- 
Henry  Hands  on  the  fouthern  coafi:  of  Lake  George  : 
it  was  built  with  a view  to  protedl  and  cover  the 
frontiers  of  the  Englilli  colonies,  as  well  as  to  com- 
mand the  lake  : the  fortifications  were  good,  de- 
fended by  a garrifon  of  near  three  thoufand  men,  and 
covered  by  an  army  of  four  thoufand,  under  the 
condudt  of  General  Webb,  polled  at  no  great  dif- 
tance.  When  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  had  affem- 
bled  all  the  forces  at  Crov/n-Poinr>  Ticonderoga, 
and  the  adjacent  pofts,  together  with  a confiderable 
body  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  near  ten  thoufand  men,  he  miarched  directly 
to  the  fort,  made  his  approaches,  and  began  to  bat- 
ter it  with  a numerous  train  of  artillery.  On  the 

very 


G E O R G E n.  109 

very  day  he  invefted  the  place,  he  fent  a letter  to  C 
Colonel  Monro,  the  Governor,  telling  him,  he 
thought  himlelf  obliged,  in  humanity,  to  defire  he  ,757. 
would  furrender  the  fort,  'and  not  provoke  the  great 
number  of  ravages  in  the  French  army  by  a vain 
refiftance.  A detachment  of  your  garrifon  has 
lately,  fays  he,  experienced  their  cruelty;  I have 
it  yet  in  my  power  to  reftrain  them,  and  oblige 
them  to  obferve  a capitulation,  as  none  of  them 
hitherto  are  killed.  Your  perlifting  in  the  defence 
“ of  your  fort,  can  only  retard  its  fate  a few  days, 
and  muft  of  necelTity  expofe  an  unfortunate  garri- 
“ fon,  who  can  polTibly  receive  no  relief,  confider- 
“ ing  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  it.  I d&- 
mand  a decifive  anfwer,  for  which  purpofe  I have 
fent  the  Sieur  Funtbrune  one  of  my  aides  du-  - 
camp.  You  may  credit  what  he  v/ill  inform  you 
“ of,  from  Montcalm.”  General  Webb  beheld 
his  preparations  with  an  indifference  and  fecurity 
bordering  on  infatuation.  It  is  credibly  reported, 
that  he  had  private  intelligence  of  all  the  French 
General’s  defigns  and  motions-;  yet,  either  defpihng 
his  ftrength,  or  diferediting  the  information,  he 
negleded  coHetling  the  militia  in  time,  which,  in 
conjunction  with  his  own  forces,  would  probably 
have  obliged  Montcalm  to  relinquifli  the  attem.pt, 
or,  at  lead:,  have  rendered  his  fuccefs  very  doubtful 
and  hazardous.  The  enemy -meeting  with  no  dif- 
turbance  from  the  quarter  they  mod:  dreaded,  pro- 
fecuted  the  fiege  with  vigour,  and  w'ere  warmly 
received  by  the  garrifon,  w^ho  fired  v/ith  great  fpirit 
till  they  had  burfl  almofl  all  their  cannon,  and  ex- 
pended their  ammunition.  Neither  Montcalm’s 
promifes  or  threats  could  prevail  upon  them  to  dar- 
render,  while  they  were  in  a condition  to  defend 
themfelves,  or  could  reafonably  exped  afliftance 
from  General  Webb.  They  even  perfifled  to  hold 
out  after  prudence  didated  they  ought  to  furrender. 

Colonel  Monro  was  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  his 
^ charge. 
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BOOK  charge,  and  imagined  that  General  Webb,  though 
flow  in  his  motions,  would  furely  make  fome  vigo- 
rous  efforts  either  to  raife  the  flege,  or  force  a fupply 
of  ammunition,  provifion,  and  other  neceflaries 
into  the  garrifon.  At  length  neceffity  obliged  him, 
after  fuftaining  a fiege  from  the  third  to  the  ninth 
day  of  Auguil,  to  hang  out  a flag  of  tfuce,  which 
was  immediately  anfwered  by  the  French  comman- 
der. Hoftages  were  exchanged,  and  articles  of  ca- 
pitulation figned  by  both  parties.  It  was  ftipulated, 
that  the  garrifon  of  Fort  William-FIenry,  and  the 
troops  in  the  retrenched  camp,  fhould  march  out 
with  their  arms,  the  baggage  of  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  and  all  the  uflial  neceflTaries  of  v/ar,  efcorted 
by  a detachment  of  French  troops,  and  interpreters 
attached  to  the  favages  : that  the  gate  of  the  fort 
fliould  be  delivered  to  the  troops  of  the  Mofl:  Chrif- 
tian  King,  immediately  after  figning  the  capitula- 
tion ; and  the  retrenched  camp,  on  the  departure 
of  the  Britifh  forces : that  the  artillery,  warlike 
ftores,  provifion,  and  in  general  every  thing,  except 
the  effeds  of  the  foldiers  and  officers,  fliould,  upon 
honour,  be  delivered  to  the  P'rench  troops  j for 
which  purpofe  it  was  agreed  there  fliould  be  deli- 
» vered,  with  the  capitulation,  an  exad:  inventory  of 
the  ftores,  and  other  particulars  fpecified  j that  the 
garrifon  of  the  fort,  and  the  troops  in  the  retrench- 
ments and  dependencies,  fliould  not  ferve  for  the 
fpace  of  eighteen  months,  from  the  date  of  the 
capitulation,  againfl:  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  or 
his  allies  : that  with  the  capitulation  there  fliould  be 
delivered  an  exad  fliate  of  the  troops,  fpecifying  the 
names  of  the  officers,  engineers,  artillery  men,  com- 
miflaries,  and  all  employed  : that  the  officers  and 
foldiers,  Canadians,  women,  and  favages,  made 
prifoners  by  land  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war  in  North-America,  fhould  be  delivered  in  the 
fpace  of  three  months  at  Carrilon  ; in  return  for 
whom  an  equal  number  of  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam- 
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liam-Henry  fhould  be  capacitated  to  ferve,  agree-  chap. 
ably  to  the  return  given  by  the  Englifh  officer,  >and  j 

the  receipt  of  the  French  commanding  officers, 
the  prifoners  fo  delivered  : that  an  officer  ffiould 
remain  as  an  hoftage,  till  the  fafe  return  of  the  efcort 
fent  with  the  troops  of  his  Britannick  Majefty : that 
the  fick  and  wounded,  not  in  a condition  to  be 
tranfported  to  Fort  Fdward,  ffiould  remain  under 
the  prote6tion  of  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm ; who 
engaged  to  ufe  them  with  tendernefs  and  humanity, 
and  to  return  them  as  foon  as  recovered  : that  pro- 
vifions  for  two  days  ffiould  be  iffued  out  for  the  Bri- 
tiffi  troops ; that  in  tekimony  of  his  efteem  and  re- 
fped  for  Colonel  Monro  and  his  garrifon,  on  ac- 
count of  their  gallant  defence,  the  Marquis  de  Mont- 
calm ffiould  return  one  cannon,  a fix-pounder. — 
Whether  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  was  really  affi- 
duous  to  have  thefe  articles  punctually  executed  we 
cannot  pretend  to  determine  ; but  certain  it  is,  they 
were  perhdioufly'  broke,  in  almoft  every  inllance. 

The  favages  in  the  French  intereft  either  paid  no 
regard  to  the  capitulation,  or  were  permitted,  from 
views  of  policy,  to  aCf  the  moft  treacherous,  inhu- 
man, and  infidious  part.  They  fell  upon  the  Bri- 
tiffi  troops  as  they  marched  out,  defpoiled  them  of 
their  few  remaining  effeCls,  dragged  the  Indians  in 
the  Englifh  fervice  out  of  their  ranks,  and  affaffi- 
nated  them  with  circumftances  of  unheard-of  barba- 
rity. Some  Britiffi  foldiers,  with  their  v/ives  and' 
children,  are  faid  to  have  been  favagely  murdered 
by  thofe  brutal  Indians,  whofe  ferocity  the  French 
commander  could  not  effedually  refbrain.  The 
greater  part  of  the  Engliffi  garrifon,  however,  arrived 
at  Fort  Edward,  under  protection  of  the  French 
efcort.  The  enemy  demolilhed  the  fort,  carried 
off  the  effects,  provifion,  artillery,  and  every  thing 
elfe  left  by  the  garrifon,  together  v/ith  the  veffels 
preferved  in  the  lake,  and  departed,  without  pur- 
luing  their  fuccefs  by  any  other  attempt.  Thus 
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BOOK  ended  the  third  campaign  in  America,  where,  with 
an  evident  lliperiority  over  the  enemy,  an  army  of 
twenty  rhoufand  regular  troops,  a great  number  of 
provincial  forces,  and  a prodigious  naval  power,  not 
lefs  than  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  we  abandoned  our 
allies,  expofed  our  people,  buffered  them  to  be  Cru- 
elly'maflacred  in  fight  of  our  troops,  and  relinquifhed 
a large  and  valuable  tra6l  of  country,  to  the  eter- 
nal reproach  and  difgrace  of  the  Britilh  name. 

§ XX.  As  to  the  naval  tranfa6lions  in  this  coun- 
try,  though  lefs  infamous,  they  weie  not  lefs  unfor- 
tunate. Immediately  on  Lord  Loudoun’s  depar- 
ture from  Hallifax,  Admiral  Holbourn,  now  Leed 
from  the  care  of  the  tranfports,  fet  fail  for  L.ouif- 
bourg,  with  fifteen  fhips  of  the  line,  one  flrip  of 
fifty  guns,  three  fmall  frigates,  and  a fire-fliip. 
what  the  objedf  of  this  cruife  might  have  been  can 
only  be  conjedlured.  Some  imagine  curiofity  was 
the  Admiral’s  foie  motive,  and  the  defire  of  inform- 
ing himfelf  with  certainty  of  the  enemy’s  flrength, 
while  others  perfuade  themfelves  that  he  was  in  hopes 
of  drawing  M.  de  la  Mothe  to  an  engagement,  not- 
withftanding  his  fuperiority  in  number  of  fliips  and 
weight  of  metal.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Britifli 
fquadron  appeared  off  Louifbourg  on  the  twentieth 
day  ofAuguft,  and  approaching  within  two  miles  of 
the  batteries,  faw  the  French  Adiriiral  make  the 
fignal  to  unmoor.  Mr.  Holbourn  was  greatly  infe- 
rior in  ftrength,  and  it  is  obvious  that  his  defign 
was  not  to  fight  the  eneir.y,  as  he  immediately 
made  the  bed  of  his  way  to  Hallifax.  About  the 
middle  of  September,  being  reinforced  with  four 
fhips  of  the  line,  he  again  proceeded  to  Louifbourgy 
probably  with  intention,  if  poffible,  to  draw  the 
enemy  to  an  engagement  j but  he  found  De  la 
Mothe  too  prudent  to  hazard  an  unneceffary  battle, 
the  lofs  of  which  would  have  greatly  expofed  all  the 
French  colonies.  Flere  the  Englifli  fquadron  conti- 
nued cruizing  until  the  twenty-fifth,  when  they 
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were  overtaken  by  a terrible  ilorm  from  tlie  foutli- 
ward.  When  the  hurricane  began,  the  fleet  were 
about  forty  leagues  diftant  from  Louifbourg:  but 
were  driven  in  twelve  hours  within  two  miles  of  the 
rocks  and  breakers  on  that  coaftj  when  the  wind 
providentially  flaifted.  The  fliip  Tilbury  was  wrecked 
upon  the  rocks,  and  half  her  crew  drowned.  Eleven 
fhips  were  difmafted,  others  threw  their  guns  over- 
board ; and  all  returned  in  a very  fhattered  condi- 
tion to  England,  at  a very  unfavourable  feafon  of 
the  year.  In  this  manner  ended  the  expedition  to 
Louifbourg,  more  unfortunate  to  the  nation  than 
the  preceding  defigns  upon  Rochefort ; lefs  dif- 
graceful  to  the  commanders,  but  equally  the  occa- 
fion  of  ridicule  and  triumph  to  our  enemies.  In- 
deed, the  unhappy  confequences  of  the  political 
difputes  at  home,  the  inftability  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  the  frequent  revolutions  in  our  councils, 
were  flrongly  manifefted  by  that  languor  infufed 
into  all  our  military  operations,  and  general  unflea- 
dinefs  in  our  purfuits.  Faftion  in  the  mother- 
country  produced  divifions  and  mifeondudt  in  the 
colonies.  No  ambition  to  fignalize  themfelves  ap- 
peared among  the  officers,  from  the  uncertainty 
v/hether  their  fervices  were  to  be  rewarded  or  con- 
demned. Their  attachment  to  particular  perfons, 
weakened  the  love  they  ou^ht  to  have  entertained 
for  their  country  in  general,  and  deftroyed  that  fpi- 
rit  of  enterprize,  that  firmnefs  and  refolution  which 
conftitutes  the  commander,  and  without  which  the 
beft  capacity,  joined  to  the  moft  uncorruptible  in- 
tegrity, can  effedt  nothing. 

§ XXI.  The  French  King  not  only  exerted  him- 
felf  againft  the  Englifh  in  America,  but  even  ex- 
tended his  operations  to  their  fettleme'nts  in  Africa, 
which  he  fent  one  of  his  naval  com.m-anders,  with  a 
fmall  fquadron,  to  reduce.  This  gentleman,  whofe 
name  was  Kerfin,  had  fcoured  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
and  made  prize  of  feveral  Englifli  trading  fhips, : 
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K but  his  chief  aim  was  to  reduce  the  caftle  at  Cape- 
coaft,  of  which  had  he  gained  polTefTion,  the  other 
fubordinate  forts  would  have  fubmitted  without  op- 
pofition.  When  Mr.  Bell,  the  Governor  of  tliis 
caftle,  received  intelligence  that  M.  de  Kerfin  was  a 
few  leagues  to  windward,  and  certainly  intended  to 
attack  Cape-coaft,  his  whole  garrifon  did  not  exceed  ^ 
thirty  white  men,  exclufive  of  a few  Mulatto  foldiers  ; 
his  ftock  of  ammunition  was  reduced  to  half  a barrel 
of  gunpowder ; and  his  fortifications  were  fo  crazy 
^nd  inconfiderable,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft 
engineers,  they  could  not  have  fuftained  for  twenty 
minutes  the  fire  of  one  great  fliip,  had  it  been  pro- 
perly di reeled  and  maintained.  In  thefe  circum- 
itances,  few  people  would  have  dreamed  of  making 
any  preparation  for  defence  ; but  Mr.  Bell  enter- 
tained other  fentiments,  and  acquitted  himfelf  with 
equal  courage  and  difcretion.  He  forthwith  pro- 
cured a fupply  of  gunpowder,  and  a reinforcement 
of  about  fifty  jrnen,  from  certain  trading  veftels  that 
happened  to  be  upon  that  part  of  the  coaft.  He 
mounted  fome  fpare  cannon  upon  an  occafional  bat- 
tery, and  aftembled  a body  of  twelve  hundred  ne- 
groes, well  armed,  under  the  command  of  their  chief, 
on  whofe  attachment  he  could  depend,  and  ordered 
them  to  take  poft  at  the  place  where  he  apprehended 
the  enemy  would  attempt  a landing.  Thefe  pre- 
cautions were  hardly  taken  when  the  French  fqua- 
dron,  confifting  of  two  fhips  of  the  line  and  a large 
frigate,  appeared,  and  in  a little  time  their  attack 
began,  but  they  met  with  Rich  a warm  reception, 
that  in  lefs  than  two  hours  they  defifted,  leaving  the 
caftle  very  little  damaged,  and  immediately  made 
fail  for  the  Weft-Indies,  very  much  to  the  difap- 
pointment  and  mortification  of  the  Dutch  officers 
belonging  to  the  fort  of  Elmina,  in  the  fame  neigh- 
bouinood,  who  made  no  fcruple  of  expreffing  their 
wiffies  publickly  in  favour  of  the  French  Commo- 
dore, and  at  a diftance  viewed  the  engagement  with 
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the  moft  partial  eagernefs  and  impatience.  M.  de 
Kerfin  was  generally  blamed  for  his  want  of  condudl; 
and  refolution  in  this  attempt : but  he  is  faid  to 
have  been  deceived  in  his  opinion  of  the  real  (late 
ofCape-coaft  caftle,  by  the  vigorous  and  refolute^ 
exertions  of  the  Governor,  and  was  apprehenlive  of 
lofing  a mad  in  the  engagement ; a lofs  which  he 
could  not  have  repaired  on  the  whole  coaft  of  Africa. 
Had  the  fort  of  Cape- coaft  been  reduced  on  this 
occafion,  in  all  probability  every  petty  republick  of 
the  negroes,  fettled  under  the  proteclion  of  the  forts 
on  the  Gold- coaft,  wmuld  have  revolted  from  the 
Britifli  intereft;  for  while  the  French  fquadron,  in 
their  progrefs  along  fhore,  hovered  in  the  offing  at 
Annamaboe,  an  Engliffi  fettlement  a few  leagues  to 
leeward  of  Cape-coaft,  John  Corrantce,  the  cabo- 
ceiro,  chief  magiftrate  and  general  of  the  Blacks 
on  that'  part  of  the  coaft,  whofe  adopted  fon  had  a 
few  years  before  been  carefled,  and  even  treated  as 
a Prince  in  England,  taking  it  for  granted  that  this 
enterprize  of  the  French  would  be  attended  with 
fuccefs,  a6lually  fent  fome  of  his  dependants,  with 
a prefent  of  refreffiitients  for  their  Commodore ; the 
delivery  of  which,  however,  w^as  prevented  by  Mr. 
Brew,  the  Englifti  chief  of  the  fort,  who  (battered 
in  pieces  the  canoe  before  it  could  be  launched,  and 
threatened  with  his  cannon  to  level  the  black  town 
with  the  dull.  The  caboceiro,  though  thus  .antici- 
pated in  his  defign,  refolved  to  be  among  the  firfb 
who  ffiould  compliment  M.  de  Kerfin  on  his  vidlory 
at  Cape-coaft ; and,  with  this  view,  prepared  an 
embalty  or  deputation  to  go  there  by  land;  bur, 
underftanding  that  the  French  had  failed  in  their 
. attempt,  he  drifted  his  defign,  without  the  Teaft 
hefitation,  and  difpatched  the  fame  embalTy  to  Mr. 
Bell,  whom  he  congratulated  on  his  victory,  alTuring 
him  he  had  kept  his  men  ready  armed  to  march  at 
the  firft  fummons  to  his  affiftance, 
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BOOK  § XXII.  In  the  Eaft-Indies  the  fcene  was  changed 
'greatly  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  Great-Bri- 
^ tain.  There  the  commanders  adled  with  that  har- 
mony, fpirit,  and  unanimity  becoming  Britons, 
zealous  for  the  credit  of  their  King  and  the  intereft 
of  their  country.  We  left  Admiral  Watfon  and 
Colonel  Clive  advancing  to  Calcutta,  to  revenge  the 
cruel  tragedy  afted  upon  their  countrymen  the  pre- 
ceding year.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  December, 
the  fleet  proceeded  up  the  river:  next  day  Colonel 
Clive  landed,  and  with  the  alTiflance  of  the  fqna- 
dronj  in  twenty-four  hours,  m.ade  himfelf  mailer  of 
Bufl:)udgia,  a place  of  great  llrength,  though  very 
ill  defended.  On  the  firfl:  of  January  the  Admiral, 
with  two  fliips,  appeared  before  the  town  of  Calcutta, 
and  was  received  by  a briflc  fire  from  the  batteries. 
This  falute  was  returned  fo  warmly,  that  the  enemy’s 
puns  were  foon  filenced,  and  in  lei's  than  tv/6  hours 
the  place  and  fort  were  abandoned.  Colonel  Clive, 
on  the  other  fide,  had  invelled  the  town,  and  made 
his  attack  with  that  vigour  and  intrepidity  peculiar 
to  himfelf,  which  greatly  contributed  to  the  fudden 
redudlion  of  the  fettlement.  As  foon  as  the  fort 
was  fiirrendered,  the  brave  and  a6live  Captain  Coote, 
with  his  Majelly’s  troops,  took  pofiTelTion,  and  found 
ninety-one  pieces  of  cannon,  four  mortars,  abun- 
dance of  ammunition,  llores,  and  provifion,  with 
every  requifite  for  fullaining  an  obllinate  fiege.  Thus 
the  Englilh  were  re-eftablilhed  in  the  two  ftrongeR 
fortreflfes  in  the  Ganges,  with  the  inconfiderable  lofs 
of  nine  feamen  killed,  and  three  foldiers.  A few 
days  after,  Hughley,  a city  of  great  trade,  fituated 
higher  up  the  river,  was  reduced  vdth  as  little  dif- 
ficulty, bift  infinitely  greater  prejudice  to  the  Nabob, 
as  here  his  fiorehoufes  of  fait,  and  vafi:  granaries  for 
the  fupport  of  his  army,  were  burnt  and  dellroyed. 
Incenfed  at  the  almofl  inRantaneous  lofs  of  all  his 
conquefts,  and  demolition  of  the  city  of  Hughley, 
the  Viceroy  of  Bengal  difcouraged  all  advances  to  an 
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accommodation  which  was  propofed  by  the  Admiral  c h^a  p. 
and  Chiefs  of  the  Company,  and  aflembled  an  army 
of  twenty  thoufand  horfe  and  fifteen  thoufand  foot,  ,7^7. 
fully  refolved  to  expel  the  Englifh  out  of  his  domi- 
nions, and  take  ample  vengeance  for  the  difgraces 
he  had  lately  fuftained.  He  was  feen  marching  by 
the  Englifh  camp  in  his  way  to  Calcutta  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  February,  where  he  encamped,  about  a 
mile  from  the  town.  Colonel  Clive  immediately 
made  application  to  the  Admiral  for  a reinforcement, 
and  fix  hundred  mien,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Warwick,  were  accordingly  drafted  from  the 
diflhrent  fhips,  and  fent  to  afTifl  his  little  army. 

Clive  drew  out  his  forces,  advanced  in  three  columns 
towards  the  enemy,  and  began  the  attack  fo  vigo- 
roufly,  that  the  Viceroy  retreated,  after  a feeble  re- 
fiftance,  with  the  lofs  of  a thoufand  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  prifoners,  five  hundred  horfes, 
great  numbers  of  draft  bullocks,  and  four  elephants. 

Though  this  advantage  was  lefs  decifive  than  could 


be  wifhed,  yet  it  fufficiently  intimidated  the  Nabob 
into  concefhons  much  to  the  honour  and  advantage 
of  the  Company.  Admiral  Watfon  gave  him  to 
underhand  in  a letter,  that  this  was  no  more  than 
a fpecimen  of  what  the  Britifh  arms,  when  provoked, 
could  perform.  The  Suba  defired  the  negociation 
might  be  renewed,  and  in  a few  days  the  treaty  was 
concluded.  He  promifed  not  to  difcurb  the  Englifli 
in  any  of  thofe  privileges  or  pofTefTions  fpecified  in 
the  firm  and  granted  by  the  Mogul ; that  all  mer- ' 
chandife  belonging  to  the  Company  fhould  pafs  and 
repafs  in  every  part  of  the  province  of  Bengal,  free 
of  duty : that  all  the  Englifh  fa6lories  feifed  the 
preceding  year,  or  fince,  fhould  be  reflored,  with 
the  money,  goods,  and  efFeds  appertaining:  that 
all  damages  fuftained  by  the  Englifh  fliould  be 
repaired,  and  their  lofTes  repaid : that  the  Englifh 
fnould  have  liberty  to  fortify  Calcutta  in  whatever 
iiivanner  they  thought  proper  without  interruption  s 
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that  they  ihould  have  the  liberty  of  coining  all  the 
gold  and  bullion  they  imported,  which  fhould  pafs 
current  in  the  province ; that  he  would  remain  in 
ftridl  friendfhip  and  alliance  with  the  Englifh,  ufe 
his  utmoil:  endeavours  to  heal  up  the  late  divifions, 
and  reftore  the  former  good  underftanding  between 
them.  All  which  feveral  articles  were  folemnly  figned 
and  fealed  with  the  Nabob’s  own  hand. 

§ XXJII.  Such  were  the  terms  obtained  for  the 
Company  by  the  fpiritcd  and  gallant  condudt  of  the 
two  Englifh  commanders.  They  had,  however,  too 
much  difcernment  to  rely  on  the  promifes  of  a bar- 
barian, who  had  fo  perfidioufly  broke  former  en- 
gagements ; but  they  prudently  difiembled  their  fen- 
timcnts,  until  they  had  thoroughly  reinftated  the 
affairs  of  the  Company,  and  reduced  the  French 
power  in  this  province.  In  order  to  adjuft  the  points 
that  required  difcuffion,  the  feledt  committee  for  the 
Company’s  affairs  appointed  Mr.  Watts,  who  had 
been  releafed  from  his  formier  imprifonment,  as  their 
cornmiffary  at  the  court  of  the  Suba,  to  vthom  he 
was  perfonally  known,  as  w’ell  as  to  his  miniflers, 
among  whom  he  had  acquired  a coniiderable  in-' 
fluence.  Nothing  lefs  could  have  balanced  the  in- 
terell  which  the  French,  by  their  art  of  intriguing, 
had  raifed  among  the  favourites  of  the  Viceroy. 
While  Mr.  Watts  v;as  employed  at  Muxadavad,  in 
counterworking  thofe  intrigues,  and  keeping  the  Suba 
Ready  to  his  engagements,  the  Admiral  and  Mr-. 
Clive  refolyed  to  avail  themfelves  of  their  armaiment 
in  attacking  the  French  fettlem.ents  in  Bengal.  The 
chief  objedt  of  their  defigns  was  the  reduction  of 
Ch.andernagore,  fituated  higher  up  the  river  than 
Calcut  a,  of  confiderable  ftrength,  and  the  chief  in 
importance  of  any  poffeffed  by  that  nation  in  the 
bay.  Colonel  Clive  being  reinforced  by  three  hun- 
dred men  from  Bombay,  began  his  march  to  Chan- 
dernagore,  at  the  head  of  feven  hundred  FAiropeans 
and  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  Indians,  where,  pn  his 
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lirR  arrival,  he  took  poffefTion  of  ail  the  otrt-poR^,  C H A p. 
except  one  redoubt  mounted  with  eight  pieces  of.^ 
cannon,  which  he  left  to  be  filenced  by  the  Admiral, 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March  the  Admirals  W atfon 
and  Pococke  arrived  within  two  miles  of  the  French 
fettlement,  with  the  Kent,  Tiger,  and  Salifbury  men 
of  war,  and  found  their  paffage  obftrufled  by  booms 
laid  acrofs  the  river,  and  leveral  veifels  lunk  in  the 
channel.  Thefe  difficulties  being  removed,  they  ad- 
vanced early  on  the  twenty-fourth,  and  drew  up  in 
a line  before  the  fort,  which  they  battered  with  great 
fury  for  three  hours  ^ while  Colonel  Clive  was  making 
his  approaches  on  the  land  fide,  and  playing  vigo- 
roufly  from  the  batteries  he  had  raifed.  Their  united 
efforts  foon  obliged  the  enemy  to  fubmiffion.  A flag 
of  truce  was  waved  over  the  walls,  and  the  place 
llirrendered  by  capitulation.  The  k^s  were  deli- 
vered to  Captain  Latham,  of  the  Tiger,  and  in  the 
alicrnoon  Colonel  Clive,  with  the  King’s  troops, 
took  poffeffion.  Thus  the  reduffion  of  a flrong 
fortrefs,  garrifoned  by  five  hundred  Europeans,  and 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  Ii.dians,  defended  by  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  three 
mortars,  well  provided  with  all  kinds  of  {lores  and 
neceffaries,  and  of  very  great  importance  to  the  ene- 
my’s comnaerce  in  Lidia,  was  accomplifhed  with  a 
iofs  not  exceeding  forty  men  on  the  fide  of  the  con- 
querors. By  the  treaty  of  capitulation  the  diredlor, 
counfellors,  and  inferior  fervants  of  the  fettlement 
were  allowed  to  depart  with  their  w^earing  apparel : 
the  Jefuits  were  permitted  to  take  away  their  church 
ornainents,  and  the  natives  to  remain  in  the  full 
exertion  of  their  liberties ; but  the  garrifon  were  to 
continue  prifoners  of  war.  The  goods  and  money 
found  in  the  place  were  conflderable ; but  the  prin- 
cipal advantage  arofe  from  the  ruin  of  the  head 
fettlement  of  the  enemy  on  the  Ganges,  which  could 
not  but  interfere  with  the  Englifli  commerce  in  thefe 
parts. 
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• BOOK  § XXIV.  Succefs  had  hitherto  attended  all  the 
operations  of  the  Britifli  Commanders,  becaufe  they 
were  concerted  with  forefight  and  unanimity  j and 
executed  with  that  vigour  and  fpirit  which  deferved- 
iy  raifed  them  liigh  in  the  efteem  of  their  country. 
They  reduced  the  Nabob  to  reafonable  terms  of  ac- 
commodation before  they  alarmed  the  French  ; and 
now  the  power  of  the  latter  was  deflroycd,  they  en- 
tered upon  meafures  to  oblige  the  treacherous  Vice- 
roy to  a ftrift  performance  of  the  treaty  he  had  fo 
lately  figned.  Flowever  fpecious  his  promifcs  were, 
they  found  him  extremely  dilatory  in  the  execution 
of  feveral  articles  of  the  treaty,  which,  in  effedt,  was 
the  fame  to  the  Fnglifh  commerce  as  if  none  had 
been  concluded.  The  Company’s  goods  were  loaded 
with  high  duties,  and  feveral  other  infradfions  of 
the  peace  committed,  upon  fuch  frivolous  pretences 
as  evidently, dcmonftratcd  that  he  fought  to  come  to 
an  open  rupture  as  foon  as  his  projedts  were  ripe  for 
execution.  In  a word,  he  difcovered  all  along  a 
manifeft  partiality  to  the  French,  whofe  emiffaries 
cajoled  him  with  promifes  that  he  fliould  be  joined 
by  fuch  a body  of  their  European  troops,  under  M. 
de  BufTy,  as  would  enable  him  to  crufh  the  power  of 
the  Englilli,  whom  they  had  taught  him  to  fear  and 
to  hate.  As  recommencing  hoftilities^  againfl  fo 
powerful  a Prince  was  in  itfelf  dangerous,  and,  if 
poffible,  to  be  avoided,  the  affair  was  laid  before 
the  Council  of  Calcutta,  and  canvafled  with  all  the 
circumfpedlion  and  caution  that  a meafure  required, 
on  which  depended  the  fate  of  the  whole  trade  of 
Bengal.  Mr.  Watts  from  time  to  time  fent  them 
intelligence  of  every  tranfadtion  in  the  Suba’s  cabi- 
net; and  although  that  Prince  publickly  declared  he 
would  caufe  him  to  be  impaled  as  foon  as  the  Elng- 
lilh  troops  fhould  be  put  in  motion  within  the  king- 
dom of  Bengal,  he  bravely  facrificed  his  own  fafety 
to  the  intereft  of  the  Company,  and  exhorted  them 
to  proceed  with  vigour  in  their  hailitary  operations. 

During 
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During  thefe  deliberations  a moft  fortunate  incident  c h^a  p. 
occurred,  that  foon  determined  the  Council  to  come 
to  an  open  rupture.  The  leading  perfons  in  the  ,757. 
Viceroy’s  court  found  themfeives  opprefled  by  his 
haughtinefs  and  infolence.  The  fame  fpirit  of  dif- 
content  appeared  among  the  principal  officers  of  his 
army ; they  were  well  acquainted  with  his  perfidy, 
faw  his  preparations  for  war,  and  were  fenfible  that 
the  peace  of  the  country  could  never  be  reftored, 
unlefs  either  theEnglifla  were  expelled  or  the  Nabob 
depofed.  In  confequence,  a plan  was  concerted  for 
divelling  him  of  all  his  power;  and  the  confpiracy 
was  conduced  by  Jaiffier  Ali  Khan,  his  prime  mi- 
nifter  and  chief  commander,  a nobleman  of  great 
influence  and  authority  in  the  province.  The  project: 
was  communicated  by  Ali  Khan  to  Mr.  Yv^atts,  and 
fo  improved  by  the  addrefs  of  that  gentleman  as  in 
a manner  to  enfure  fuccefs.  A neaty  w^as  adtually 
concluded  between  this  Meer  Jaffier  Ali  Khan  and 
the  Engiifh  Company ; and  a plan  concerted  with 
this  nobleman  and  the  other  malcontents  for  their 
defection  from  the  Viceroy.  Thele  previous  mea- 
sures beino;  taken.  Colonel  Clive  was  ordered  to  take 
the  field  with  his  little  army.  Admiral  Watfon  un- 
dertook the  defence  of  Chandernagore,  and  the  gar- 
rifon  was  detached  to  reinforce  the  Colonel,  together 
with  fifty  feamen  to  be  employed  as  gunners,  and  in 
dire6ling  the  artillery.  Then  Mr.  Watts,  deceiving 
the  Suba’s  fpies,  by  whom  he  was  furrounded,  with- 
drew himfelf  from  Muxadavad,  and  reached  the 
Englifli  camp  in  lafety.  On  the  nineteenth  of  June 
a detachment  was  lent  to  attack  Cutwa  fort  and 
town,  fituated  on  that  branch  of  the  riVer  forming 
the  ifland  Caffimbuzar.  This  place  furrendered  at 
the  firft  fummons;  and  here  the  Colonel  halted  with 
the  army  for  three  days,  expecting  advices  fi*om  Ali  ' 

Khan.  Dihippointcd  of  the  hoped-for  intelligence, 
he  croflfed  the  river,  and  marched  to  PlaiiTey,  where 
he  encamped.  On  the  twenty-third,  at  day- break, 
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iiooKtheSuba  advanced  to  attack  hinn,  at  the  head  of 
fifteen  thoufand  horfe,  and  near  thirty  thonfand  in- 
fantry,  with  about  forty  pieces  of  heavy  cannon, 
' conducted  and  managed  by  EVench  gunners,  on 
v/hofe  gourage  and  dexterity  he  placed  gi-eat  de- 
pendence. I'hey  began  to  cannonade  the  Englifli 
camp  about  fix  in  the  rnorning,  but  a fevere  fliower 
failing  at  noon  thev  withdrew  their  artillery.  Colonel 
Clive  feifed  mis  opportunity  to  take  poflelTion  of  a 
tank  and  two  other  pofts  of  confequence,  which  they 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  retake.  Then  he  {formed 
an  angle  of  their  camp,  covered  with  a double  break- 
work,  together  with  an  eminence  w’hich  they  occu- 
pied. At  the  beginning  of  diis  attack,  fome  of  their 
■ chiefs  being  flain,  the  men  were  lb  difpirited  that 
they  foon  gave  way ; but  ftill  Meer  JafHer  Ali  Khan, 
who  commanded  their  left  wing,  forbore  declaring 
himfelf  openly.  After  a fiiort  contell  the  enemy 
were  put  to  flight,  the  N abob’s  camp,  baggage,  and 
fifty  pieces  of  cannon  taken,  and  a moft  complete 
vidory  obtained.  The  Colonel  purfuing  his  advan- 
tage, marched  to  Muxadavad,  the  capital  of  the 
province,  and  w’as  there  joined  by  Ali  Khan  and  the 
malcontents.  It  was  before  concerted  that  this 
nobleman  fhould  be  inverted  with  the  dignity  of 
Nabob  3 accordingly,  the  Colonel  proceeded  lolemn- 
ly  to  depofe  Surajah  Dowlat,  and,  with  the  lame  ce- 
remony, to  fubffitute  Ali  Khan  in.  his  room,  who 
xvas  publickly  acknowledged  by  tlie  people  as  Suba, 
or  Viceroy,  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orixa.  Soon  after,  the  late  Viceroy  was  taken,  and 
put  to  death  by  his  fuccefifor,  who  readily  complied 
with  all  tlie  conditions  of  his  elevation.  He  con- 
ferred on  Ifis  allies  very  liberal  rewards,  and  granted 
the  Company  fuch  extraordinary  privileges  as  fully 
demonrtrated  how  jurtly  he  merited  their  afiirtance. 
By  this  alliance,  and  the  reduclion  of  Chanderna- 
gore,  the  French  were  entirely  excluded  the  com- 
merce of  Bengal  and  its  dependencies  3 the  trade  of 
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the  Englifh  Company  was  refliored,  and  increafed 
beyond  their  molt  fanguine  hopes ; a new  ally  was 
acquired,  wnole  intereh  obliged  him  to  remain  firm 
to  his  engagements ; a vaft  fum  was  paid  to  die 
Company  and  the  fufierers  at  Calcutta,  to  indemnity 
them  for  their  lofiesh  the  foldiers  and  feamen  were 
gratified  with  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  as  a re- 
ward for  the  courage  and  intrepidity  they  exerted  ; 
and  a variety  of  other  advantages  gained,  which  it 
would  be  unnecefiary  to  enumerate.  In  a v/ord,  in 
the  fpace  of  fourteen  days  a great  revolution  was 
effedted,  and  the  government  of  a vail  country,  fu- 
perior  in  wealth,  fertility,  extent,  and  numiber  of 
inhabitants  to  moft  European  kingdoms,  transferred 
by  a handful  of  ti^oops,  conduded  by  an  officer  un- 
tutored in  the  art  of  war,  and  a General  rather  by 
intuition  than  inftrudion  and  experience.  But  the 
publick  joy  at  thefe  fignal  fuccefies  was  confiderably 
dirninifhed  by  the  death  of  Admiral  Watfon,  and  the 
lofs  of  Vizagapatam,  an  Englifh  fettlement  on  the 
Coromandel  coaft.  The  Admiral  fell  a vidim  to 
the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  climate,  on  the  fixteenth 
of  Auguft,  univerfally  efteemed  and  regretted  ; and 
the  fabtory  and  fort  at  Vizagapatam  were  furrendered 
to  the  French,  a few  days  after  Colonel  Clive  had 
defeated  the  Nabob. 

§ XXV.  We  now  turn  our  eyes  to  the  continent 
of  Europe,  where  we  fee  the  beginning  of  the  year 
marked  with  a ftriking  inftance  of  the  dreadful 
efieds  of  frantick  enthufiafm.  France  had  lono: 
enjoyed  a monarch,  eafy,  complying,  good-natured, 
and  averfe  to  all  that  wore  the  appearance  of  bufi- 
nefs  or  of  war.  Contented  v/ith  the  pleafures  of 
indolence,  he  fought  no  greatnefs  beyond  what  he 
enjoyed,  nor  purfued  any  ambitious  aim  through 
the  didates  of  his  own  difpofition.  Of  all  men  on 
earth  fuch  a prince  had  the  greatefl;  reafon  to  exped 
an  exemption  from  plots  againft  his  perfon,  and  ca- 
bals among  his  fubjeds  j yet  was  an  attempt  made 
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K upon  his  life  by  a man,  who,  though  placed  in  the 

^ loweft  fphere  of  fortune,  had  refolution  to  face  the 
greatefi:  dangers,  and  enthufiafm  fufficicnt  to  fuftain, 
without  fhrinking,  all  the  tortures  which  the  cruelty 
of  man  could  invent,  or  his  crimes  render  necelTary. 

^ The  name  of  this  fanatick  was  Robert  Francis 
Damien,  born  in  the  fuburb  of  St.  Catharine,  in 
the  city  of  Arras.  He  had  lived  in  the  fervice  of 
feveral  families,  whence  he  was  generally  difmifled 
on  account  of  the  impatience,  the  melancholy,  and 
fullennefs  of  his  difpofition.  So  humble  was  the 
Ration  of  a perfon,  who  was  refolved  to  ftep  forth 
from  obfcurity,  and,  by  one  defperate  effort,  draw 
upon  himfelf  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  On  the 
fifth  day  of  J anuary,  as  the  King  was  ftepping  into 
his  coach,  to  return  to  Trianon,  whence  he  had 
that  day  come  to  Verfailles,  Damien,  mingling 
among  his  attendants,  ftabbed  him  with  a knife  on 
the  right  fide,  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs. 
His  Majefty,  applying  his  hand  immediately  to  his 
fide,  cried  out,  “ I am  wounded  ! Seize  him  j but 
do  not  hurt  him.”  Happily,  the  wound  was  not 
dangerous ; as  the  knife,  taking  an  oblique  direc- 
tion, miffed  the  vital  parts.  As  for  the  affaffm,  he 
made  no  attempts  to  efcape ; but  fuffering  himfelf 
quietly  to  be  feized,  v/as  conveyed  to  the  guard- 
room,  where  being  interrogated  if  he  committed 
the  horrid  adion,  he  boldly  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
tive. A procefs  againft  him  was  inftantly  com- 
menced at  Verfailles:  many  perfons,  fuppofed  ac- 
ceffaries  to  the  defign  upon  the  King’s  life,  were 
fent  to  the  Baftile  ^ the  affaffm  himfelf  was  put 
to  the  torture,  and  the  mod  excruciating  torments 
were  applied,  with  intention  to  extort  a confeffion  of 
the  reafons  that  could  induce  him  to  fo  execrable  an 
attempt  upon  his  Soveregn.  Incifions  were  made 
into  the  mufcular  parts  of  his  legs,  arms,  and  thighs, 
into  l^hich  boiling  oil  was  poured.  Every  refine- 
ment on  cruelty,  that  human  invention  could  fug- 
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' geft,  was  praclifed  without  effect:  nothing  could 
overcome  his  obftinacy ; and  his  filence  was  con-  ■ - — j 

ftrued  into  a prefumption,  that  he  muff  have  had  1757. 
accomplices  in  the  plot.  To  render  his  punilhment 
more  publick  and  confpicuous,  he  was  removed  to 
Paris,  there  to  undergo  a repetition  of  ail  his  former 
tortures,  with  Rich  additional  circumftances  as  the 
moll  fertile  and  cruel  difpofitions  could  devife 
for  increafing  hfs  mifery  and  torment.  Being  con-  . 
duffed  to  the  Concergerie,  an  iron  bed,  which 
likewife  ferved  for  a chair,  was  prepared  for  him, 
and  to  tliis  he  was  faftened  with  chains.  The  torture 
was  again  applied,  and  a phyfician  ordered  to  attend, 
to  fee  what  degree  of  pain  he  could  fupport.  No- 
thing, however,  material  was  extorted  ; for  what  he 
one  moment  confeffed,  he  recanted  the  next.  It 
is  not  within  our  province,  and  we  confider  it  as  a ' 
felicity,  to  relate  ail  the  circumftances  of  this  cruel 
and  tragical  event.  Sufficient  it  is,  that,  after  fuf- 
fering  themoft  exquifite  torments  that  human  nature 
could  invent,  or  man  fupport,  his  judges  thought 
proper  to  terminate  his  mifery  by  a death  fhocking 
to  imagination,  and  fhameful  to  humanity.  On  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  March  he  was  conduffed, 
amidft  a vaft  concourfe  of  the  populace,  to  the  Greve, 
the  common  place  of  execution,  ftripped  naked, 
and  faftened  to  the  fcaffold  by  iron  gyves.  One  of 
his  hands  was  then  burnt  in  liquid  flaming  fulphur  : 
his  thighs,  legs,  and  arms  were  torn  with  red  hot 
pincers ; boiling  oil,  melted  lead,  refin,  and  ful- 
phur, were  poured  into  the  wounds ; tight  ligatures 
tied  round  his  limbs  to  prepare  him  for  difmember- 
ment ; young  and  vigorous  horfes  applied  to  the 
draft,  and  the  unhappy  criminal  pulled  with  all  their 
force  to  the  iitmoft  extenfion  of  his  finews  for  the 
fpace  of  an  hour,  during  all  which  time  he  preferved 
his  fenfes  and  conftancy.  At  length  the  phyfician 
and  furgeon  attending  declared  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  to  accomplifh  the  difmemberment,  unlefs  the 
4 tendons 
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BOOK  ten-dons  were  feparated : upon  whxich  orders  were 
III.  gjven  to  the  executioner  to  cut  the  finews  at  the 
joints  of  the  arms  and  legs.  The  horfes  drew 
afrefh:  a thigh  and  an  arm  w-ere  feparated,  and, 
after  feveral  pulls,  the  unfortunate  wretch  expired 
under  the  extremity  of  pain.  His  body  and  limbs 
were  reduced  to  alhes  under  the  fcahold ; his  father, 
wife,  daughter,  and  family  bamdaed  the  kingdom 
for  everj  the  name  of  Damien  effaced  and  oblite- 
rated, and  the  innocent  involved  in  the  punifliment 
‘of  the  guilty.  Thus  ended  the  procedure  againfl 
Damien  and  his  family,  in  a manner  not  very  fa- 
vourable to  the  avowed  clemency  of  Louis,  or  the 
acknow'ledged  humanity  of  the  French  nation.  It 
appeared  from  undoubted  evidence,  that  the  attempt 
on  the  King’s  life  was  the  refult  of  infanity,  and  a 
difturbed  imagination.  Several  inftances  of  a dif- 
ordered  mind  had  before  been  obferved  in  his  con- 
du6t,  and  the  deteftation  juftly  due  to  the  enor- 
mity of  his  crime  ought  now  to  have  been  abforbed 
in  the  confideration  of  his  misfortune,  the  greatefl 
fhat  can  befai  human  nature. 

§ XXVI.  Another  remarkable  event  in  France, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  was  the  change  in  the 
miniftry  of  that  nation,  by  the  removal  of  M.  de 
Machault,  keeper  of  the  feals,  from  the  poft  of 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  marine  j and  of  M. 
d’Argenfon  from  that  of  Secretary  at  War.  Their 
difmiffion  was  hidden  and  unexpefted  ; nor  wa^  any 
particular  reafon  afligned  for  this  very  unexpecled 
alteration.  The  French  King,  to  fliow  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  how  judicioufly  fhe  had  a6led  in  form- 
ing an  alliance  with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  raifed 
two  great  armies ; the  firfl  of  which,  compofed  of 
near  eighty  thoufand  men,  the  dow’er  of  the  French 
troops,  with  a large  train  of  artillery,  was  com- 
manded by  M.  d’Etrees,  a General  of  great  repu- 
tation; under  whom  ferved  M.  de  Contades,  M« 
Chevert,  and  the  Count  de  St.  Germain,  all  officers 
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of  high  chara6l€r.  This  formidable  army  paffed  C H A P. 
the  Rhine  early  in  the  fpring,  and  marched  by  Weft-  ^ 

phalia,  in  order  to  invade  the  King  of  Pruftia’s  ,75.. 
dominions^  in  quality  of  allies  to  the  Emprefs- 
Queen,  and  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  Em-  ‘ 
pire.  But  their  real  view  was  to  invade  Hanover, 
a fcheme  which  they  knew  would  make  a powerful 
diverfion  of  the  Britifli  force  from  the  profecution 
of  the  war  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  where  the 
ftrength  of  France  could  not  be  fully  exerted,  and 
where  their  moft  valuable  interefts  were  at  ftake. 

They  flattered  themfelves,  moreover,  that  the  fame 
blow,  by  which  they  hoped  to  crufli  the  King  of 
Pruffla,  might  likewife  force  his  Britannick  Majefty 
into  fome  concelTions  with  regard  to  America.  The 
other  army  of  the  French,  commanded  by  the 
Prince  de  Soubife,  was  deftined  to  ftrengthen  the 
Imperial  army  of  execution,  confifting  of  twenty- 
five  thoufand  men,  befides  fix  thoufand  Bavarians, 
and  four  thoufand  Wirtembergers.  But  before  thefc 
troops,  under  Soubife,  paflTed  the  Rhine,  they  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  feveral  places  belonging  to 
the  King  of  Pruflia  upon  the  borders  of  the  Low 
Countries  * ; whilft  a detachment  from  dHEtrees’s 
army  feized  upon  the  town  of  Embden,  and  what- 
ever elfe  belonged  to  the  fame  monarch  in  Eaft- 
Friefland. 

§ XXVII.  At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign,  the 
King  of  Priilfia,  having  gained  a petty  advantage 
over  the  Imperialifts  under  the  command  of  Mare-  ■ 
fchal  Brown,  and  incorporated  into  his  own  troops 
a great  part  of  the  Saxon  army  taken  prifoners  at 
Pirna,  as  was  obferved  before,  retired  into  winter- 
quarters  until  the  feafon  fhould  permit  him  to  im- 
prove thefe  advantages.  His  Majefty  and  Mare- 

••m 

* The  King  of  PrufTla  had  withdrawn  his  garrifon  from  Cleves, 
not  without  fufpicion  of  having  purpofely  left  this  door  open  to  the 
enemy,  that  their  irruption  into  Germany  might  haften  the  refolutions 
of  the  Britilh  ii\iniftry. 

fchal 
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B o OK  fchal  Keith  v-'intcred  in  Saxony,  having  their  can- 
tonments  between  Pirna  and  the  frontier  along  the 
J7^7.  Elbe;  and  Mare  fchal  Schwerin,  returning  into  Sile- 
fia,  took  up  his  quarters  in  the  country  of  Glatz. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Emprefs-Queen,  finding  the 
force  which  flie  had  fcnt  out  againft  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  was  not  lullicient  to  prevent  his  defigns, 
made  the  neceffary  requifitions  to  her  allies,  for  the 
auxiliaries  they  had  engaged  to  furnidi.  In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  requifitions,  the  Czarina,  true  to 
, her  engagements,  difpatched  above  an  hundred 
thoufand  of  her  troops,  who  began  their  march  in 
the  month  of  November,  and  proceeded  to  the  bor- 
ders of  Lithuania,  with  defign  particularly  to  invade 
Ducal  Pruffia,  whilfl  a ftrong  fleet  was  equipped  in 
the  Baltick,  to  aid  the  operations  of  this  numerous 
army.  The  Auftrian  army  affembled  in  Bohemia 
amounted  to  upwards  of  fourfcore  thoufand  men, 
commanded  by  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  and 
Marefchal  Brown.  The  Swedes  had  not  yet  openly 
declared  themfelves;  but  it  was  well  known,  that 
though  their  King  was  allied  in  blood  and  inclina- 
tion to  his  PruiTian  Majefty,  yet  the  jealoiify  which 
the  Senate  of  Sweden  entertained  of  their  Sovereign, 
and  the  hope  of  recovering  their  ancient  poflfeflions 
in  Pomerania,  by  means  of  the  prefent  troubles, 
together  with  their  old  attachment  to  France,  newly 
cemented  by  intrigues  and  fubfidies,  v,?ould  certainly 
induce  them  to  join  in  the  general  confederacy.  The 
Duke  of  Mecklenbourg  took  the  fame  party,  and 
agreed  to  join  the  Swedifh  army,  when  it  fhould  be 
afiembled,  with  fix  thoufand  men.  Befides  all  thefe 
preparations  againfl  the  King  of  Pruflia,  he  was,  in 
his  quality  of  Eledor  of  Brandenbourg,  put  under  the 
ban  of  the  Empire  by  the  aulick  council;  declared 
deprived  of  all  his  rights,  privileges,  and  preroga- 
tives ; his  fiefs  were  efcheated  into  the  Bixchequer  of 
the  empire ; and  all  the  circles  accordingly  ordered 
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to  furnifh  their  refpeftive  contingencies  for  putting  C ha  p. 
this  fentence  in  execution. 

§ XXVIII.  In  this  dangerous  fituadon,  thus  1757. 
menaced  on  all  Tides,  and  feemingly  on  the  very 
brink  of  inevitable  deftruaion,  the  Pruffian  monarch 
owed  his  prefervation  to  his  own  courage  and  a^i- 
vity.  The  Ruffians,  knowing  that  the  country  they 
-were  to  pafs  through  in  their  way  to  Lithuania  would 
not  be  able  to  Tubfift  their  prodigious  numbers,  had 
taken  care  to  furnilli  themfeives  with  provifions  for 
their  march,  depending  upon  the  refources  they  ex- 
peded  to  find  in  Lithuania  after  their  arrival  in  that 
country.  Thefe  provifions  were  exhaufted  by  the 
time  they  reached  the  borders  of  that  province, 
where  they  found  t(iemfelves  fuddenly  and'unex- 
peftedly  deftitute  of  fijibfiftence,  either  to  return  back 
or  to  proceed  forwar|[l.  The  King  of  Pruffia  had, 
with  great  prudence  and  forefight,  fecured  plenty 
to  Jiimfelf,  and  diftrfcfs  and  famine  to  his  enemies, 
by  buying  up  all  the  corn  and  forage  of  the  country 
which  thefe  laft  were  entering,  Notwithftanding  thefe 
precautions,  his  Pruffian  Maiefty,  to  guard  as  much 
as  could  be  againft  every  poffible  event,  fent  a great 
number  of  gunners  and  matroffes  from  Poirl^rania 
to  Memel,  with  three  regiments  of  his  troops,  to 
re-enforce  the  garrifon  of  that  place.  He  vifited  all 
the  polls  which  his  troops  polfelfed  in  Silefia,  and 
gave  the  neceffary  orders  for  their  fecurity.  He  re- 
paired to  Neifs,  where  he  fettled  with  Marefchal 
Schwerin  the  general  plan  of  the  operations  of  the 
approaching  campaign.  There  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  Marefehafs  army  in  Silefia,  which  confided  of 
fifty  thoufand  men,  fhould  have  in  conftant  view  the 
motions  of  tlie  royal  army,  by  which  its  own  were  to 
Te  regulated,  that  they  might  both  a6l  in  concert, 
as  circumftances  fliould  require.  At  the  fame  time, 
other  armies  were  affembled  by  the  King  of  Pruffia 
in  Lufatia  and  Voigtland ; twenty  thoufand  men 
were  collefted  at  Zwickaw,  on  the  6-ontiers  of 
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Bohemia,  towards  Egra,  under  the  command  of* 
Prince  Maurice  of  Anhault-Deffau and  fixty  thou- 
fand  chofen  troops  began  their  march  towards  Great 
Zeidlitz,  where  their  head-quarters  were  fettled.^  In 
the  mean  while,  the  Auftrian  troops  began  to  form 
on  the  frontiers  of  Saxony,  where  fome  of  their  de- 
tachments appeared,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
PrulTians,  who  ftill  continued  to  purfue  their  opera- 
tions with  great  activity  and  refolution.  All  pofTible 
care  was  taken  by  the  PrulTians  at  Drefden  to  fecure 
a retreat,  in  cafe  of  a defeat.  As  only  one  regi- 
ment of  PrulTians  could  be  fpared  to  remain  there 
in  garrifon,  the  burghers  were  difarmed,  their  arms 
depofited  in  the  arfenal,  and  a detachment  was  polled 
at  Konigllein,  to  oblige  that  fortrefs  to  obfcrve  a 
flri6l  neutrality.  All  correfpondence  with  the  enemy 
was  llri61:ly  prohibited  ; and  it  having  been  difcovered 
that  the  Countefs  of  Ogilvie,  one  of  the  Queen’s 
maids  of  honour,  had  difobeyed  his  Majelly’s  com- 
mands, Tie  was  arrefted  ; but,  on  the  Qiieen’s  inter- 
celTion,  afterwards  releafed.  The  Countefs  of  Bruhl, 
lady  of  the  Saxon  prime  miniller,  was  alfo  arrefted 
by  his  Pruffian  Majefty’s  order;  and,  on  her  making 
light  of  her  confinement,  and  r.efolving  to  fee  com- 
pany, Tie  was  ordered  to  quit  the  court,  and  retire 
from  Saxony.  M.  Plenv/in,  the  French  miniller, 
was  told  that  his  prefence  was  unnecelTary  at  Drefden; 
and  on  his  replying,  that  his  mailer  had  commanded 
him  to  ft  ay,  he  was  again  defired  to  depart ; on 
which  he  thought  proper  to  obey.  The  Count  de 
Wackerbath,  miniller  of  the  cabinet,  and  grand 
mailer  of  the  houfehold  to  the  Prince  Royal  of  Po- 
land, was  arrefted,  and  conduced  to  Cuftrin,  by 
the  exprefs  command  of  his  Majefty.  The  King  of 
Pruftia,  having  thrown  two  bridges  over  the  Elbe 
early  in  the  fpring,  ordered  the  feveral  diftri6ts  of 
the  eleftorate  of  Saxony  to  fupply  him  with  a great 
number  of  waggons,  each  drawn  by  four  horfes. 
The  circles  of  Mifnia  and  Leipftck  were  enjoined  to 
2 * furniTi 


GEORGE  iU 

f.ifnifh  four  hundred  each,  and  the  other  circles  m 
proportion. 

§ XXIX.  While  the  King  of  PrUfTia  was  takfng 
thefe  ineaKires  in  Saxony,  two  fkirmifhes  happened 
on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  between  his  troops  and 
the  Auftrians.  On  the  twentieth  of  February,  a' 
body  of  fix  thoufand  Auftrians  furrounded  the  little 
town  of  Hirfchfeld  in  Upper  Lufatia,  garrifoned  by 
a battalion  of  Pruffian  foot.  The  firft  attack  was 
made  at  four  in  the  morning,  on  two  redoubts  with- 
out the  gates,  each  of  which  was  defended  by  two' 
field  pieces : and  though  the  Auftrians  were  feveral 
times  repulfed,  they  at  laft  made  themfelves  mafters' 
of  one  of  the  redoubts,  and  carried  off  the  two' 
pieces  of  cannon.  In  their  retreat  they  were  purfued 
by  the  Pruffians,  who  fell  upon  their  rear,  killed 
feme,  and  took  many  prifoners  : this  affair  coft  the 
Auftrians  at  leaft  five  liundred  men.  About  a fort- 
night after,  the  Prince  of  Bevern  marched  out  of 
Zi  trail,  with  a body  of  near  nine  thoufand  men,  irf 
order  to  deftroy  the  remaining  ftrong  holds  poffeffed 
by  the  Auftrians  on^the  frontiers.  In  this  expedition 
he  took  the  Auftrian  magazine 'at  Friedland  in  Bo- 
hemia, confiding  of  nine  thoufand  facks  of  meal, 
and  great  ftore  of  ammunition  j and,  after  making 
liimfelf  mafter  of  Reichenberg,  he  returned  to  Zit- 
tau.  The  van  of  his  troops,  confiding  of  a hun- 
dred and  fifty  huffars  of  the  regiment  of  Putkam- 
mer,  met  with  a body  of  fix  hundred  Croats,  fuf- 
tained  by  two  hundred  Auftrian  dragoons  of  Ba- 
thiana,  at  their  entering  Bohemia  ^ and  immediately 
fell  upon  them  fword  in  hand,  killed  about  fifty, 
took  thirty  horfes,  and  made  ten  dragoons  prifoners. 
The  Pruffians,  it  is  faid,  did  not  lofe  a fingle  man 
on  this  occafion ; and  two  foldiers  only  were  fiightly 
wounded,  the  Auftrians  having  made  but  a flight 
refiftance.  ' 

§ XXX.  Whatever  the  condu6t  of  the  court  of 
Vienna  might  have  been  to  the  allies  of  Great-Bri- 
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BOOK  tain,  Rill,  however,  proper  regard  was  fliown  to  the 

^ , fubjeds  of  this  crown  : for  an  edict  was  publifhed  at 
5757.  Florence  on  the  thh  teenth  of  February,  wherein  hrs 
Imperial  Majelly,  as  Grand  Duke  of  Tufeany,  de- 
clared his  intention  of  obferving  the  moft  Icrupulous 
neutrality  in  the  then  fituation  of  affairs.  , All  the 
ports  in  that  duchy  were  accordingly  enjoined  to  pay 
a ftrict  regard  to  this  declaration,  in  all  cafes  relating 
to  the  French  or  Englifh  fhips  in  the  Mediterranean. 
The  good  effedls  of  this  injundtion  foon  appeared ; 
for  two  prizes  taken  by  the  Englifh  having  put  into 
Porto  Ferraro,  the  Captains  of  two  French  priva- 
teers addreffed  themlelves  to  the  Governor,  alledg- 
ing, that  they  were  captures  of  a pirate,  and  re- 
quefting  that  they  might  be  obliged  to  put  to  fea  i 
but  the  Governor  prudently  replied.  That  as  they 
came  in  under  Englifh  colours  he  would  proted 
them ; and  forbad  the  privateers,  at  their  peril,  to 
commit  any  violence.  They,  however,  little  re- 
garding the  Governor's  orders,  prepared  for  failing, 
and  fent  their  boats  to  cut  out  one  of  the  prizes. 
The  captain  firing  at  their  boats,  killed  one  of  their 
men,  which  alarming  the  centinels,  notice  was  fent 
to  the  Governor  j and  he,  in  confequence,  ordered 
the  two  privateers  immediately  to  depart.^ — The  con- 
duT  of  the  Dutch  was  rather  cautious  than  fpirited. 
Whilft  his  PrufTian  Majefty  was  employed  on  the 
fide  of  Bohemia  and  Saxony,  the  French  auxiliaries 
began  their  march  to  harrafs  hrs  defencelefs  territo- 
ries in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Low  countries.  A 
free  pafiage  was  demanded  of  the  States-General 
through  Namur  and  Maeflricht,  for  the  provifions, 
ammunition,  and  artillery  belonging  to  this  new 
army ; and  though  the  Englifh  AmbafTador  remon- 
ftrated  againft  their  compliance,  and  reprefented  it 
as  a breach  of  the  neutrality,  their  High  Mightineffes 
declared  they  would  obferve,  yet,  after  fome  hefita- 
tion,  the  demand  was  granted  ^ and  their  inability 
to  prevent  die  paffage  of  the  French  troops,  Ihould 
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k be  attempted  by  force,  pleaded  in  excufe  of  thek  chap. 

conduift.  - ^ 

§ XXXI.  Scarce  had  the  French  army,  ^com- 
manded  by  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  fee  foot  in  the 
territories  of  Juliers  and  Cologn,  when  they  found 
themlelves  in  poilefTion  of  the  duchy  of  Cleves  and 
the  county  of  March,  where  all  things  were  left  open 
to  them,  the  Pruffians,  who  evacuated  their  polls, 
taking  their  route  along  the  river  Lippe,  in  order  to 
ioin  fome  regiments  from  Magdebourg,  who  were 
ient  to  facilitate  their  retreat.  The  diftrefled  inha- 
bitants, thus  expofed  to  the  calamities  of  war  from 
an  unprovoked  enemy,  were  inftantly  ordered  to 
furnilh  contributions,  forage,  and  provifions,  for  the 
life  of  their  invaders ; and,  what  was  Hill  more  ter- 
rifying to  them,  the  partizan  Fifcher,  whofe  cruel- 
ties, the  lall  war,  they  Hill  remembered  with  horror, 
was  again  let  loofe  upon  them  by  the  inhumanity  of 
the  Emprefs-Queen.  Wefelwas  immediately  occu- 
pied by  the  French:  Emmerick  and  Mafeyk  foon 
fhared  the  fame  fate  : and  the  city  of  Gueldres  was 
befieged,  the  Pruflians  feeming  refolved  to  defend 
this  iaft  place  : to  which  end  they  opened  the  fluices, 
and  laid  the  country  under  water.  Thofe  who  re- 
treated, filing  off  to  the  north-well  of  Paderborn, 
entered  the  county  of  Ritberg,  the  property  of 
Count  Kaunitz  Ritberg,  great  Chancellor  to  the 
Emprefs-Queen.  After  taking  his  caltle,  in  which 
they  found  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  they  raifed  con- 
tributions in  the  dillridb,  to  the  amount  of  forty 
thoufand  crowns.  As  the  PrulTians  retired,  the 
French  took  polTelTion  of  the  country  they  quitted  in 
the  name  of  the  Emprefs-Queen,  whofe' comm iflary 
attended  them  for  that  purpofe.  The  general  ren- 
dezvous of  thefe  troops,  under  Prince  Soubife,  was 
appointed  at  Neufs,  in  the  eledlorate  of  Cologn, 
v/here  a large  body  of  French  w^as  alTembled  by  the 
firll:  of  April.  The  Aullrians,  in  their  turn,  were 
not  idle,  Marlhal  Brown  vifited  the  fortifications  of 
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Brlnn  and  Koninfgratz ; reviewed  the  army  of  the 
late  Prince  Picolomini,  now  under  the  command  of 
General  Serbelloni ; and  put  his  own  army  in  march 
for  Koftlitz  on  the  Elbe,  where  he  propofed  to  efta*- 
blifh  his  head-quarters. 

§ XXXIL  During  the  recefs  of  the  armies,  while 
the  rigours  of  winter  forced  them  to  fufpend  their 
hoftile  operations,  and  the  greateft  preparations  were 
making  to  open  the  campaign  with  all  pofTible  vi- 
gour, Count  EefluchefF,  great  chancellor  of  Ruflia, 
ivrote  a circular  letter  to  the  Primate,  Senators,  and 
Miniilers  of  the  Republick  of  Poland,  fetting  forth. 

That  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  was  extremely  afFe6led 
.with  the  King  of  Poland’s  diftrefs,  which  fhe  thought 
could  not  but  excite  the  compafllon  of  all  other 
powers,  but  more  efpecially  of  his  allies : that  the 
fatal  confequences  which  might  refult  from  the  rafh 
Rep  taken  by  the  King  of  PrufTia,  not  only  with  re- 
Jped:  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  in  general,  but  of 
pach  power  in  particular^  and  rnore  efpecially  of  the 
neighbouring  countries,  were  fo  evidenfi,  that  the  in- 
tereft  and  fafety  of  the  feveral  princes  rendered  it  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  they  fhould  make  it  a common 
caufe  : not  only  to  obtain  proper  fatisfadlion  for  thofe 
courts  whofe  dominions  had  been  fo  unjuftly  attacked, 
but  likewife  to  preferibe  fuch  bounds  to  the  King  of 
Pruffia  as  might  fecure  them  from  any  future  appre- 
henfions  from  fo  enterpriling  and  reftlefs  a neigh- 
bour : that  whth  this  view,  the  Emprefs  was  deter- 
mined to  affift  the  King  of  Poland  with  a confidera- 
ble  body  of  troops,  which  were  aflually  upon  their 
inarch  under  the  command  of  General  Apraxin ; 
and  that,  as  there  would  be  an  abfolute  neceffity  for 
their  marching  through  part  of  the  territories  of 
Poland,  her  Imperial  Majefty  hoped  the  republick 
would  not  fail  to  facilitate  their  march  as  much  as 
poiTible.”  She  further  recpmmiended  to  the  Repub- 

f This  letter  was  written  in  December;  and  the  RuHlans,  as  we 

pbierved  before,  began  their  march  in  November, 
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lick,  to  take  fome  faliitary  meafures  for  fruftrating  ^ ^ 

the  defigns  of  the  King  of  PrufTia,  and  reftoring  , 
harmony  among  themfelves,  as  the  mod  conduciv^e  1757* 
meafure  to  thefe  good  piirpofes.  In  this,  however, 
the  Poles  were  fo  far  from  following  her  advice,  that^ 
though  fiire  of  being  facrificcd  in  this  conteft,  v/hich 
fide  foever  prevailed,  they  divided  into  parties  with 
no  lefs  zeal  than  if  they  had  as  much  to  hope  from 
the  prevalence  of  one  fide,  as  to  fear  from  that  of 
the  other.  Some  of  the  Palatines  were  for  denying 
a palTage  to  the  Ruffians,  and  others  were  for  afford- 
ing them  the  utmoft  affiftance  in  their  power.  With 
this  caufe  of  contention  others  of  a more  private  na- 
ture fatally  concurred,  by  means  of  a mifunder- 
ftandino;  between  the  Prince  Czartorinffii  and  Count 
Mnifnec.  Almoft  every  inhabitant  of  Warfaw  was 
involved  in  the  quarrel  j and  the  violence  of  thefe 
fadions  was  fo  great,  that  fcarce  a night  paffed  with- 
out bloodfhed,  many  dead  bodies,  chiefly  Saxons, 
being  found  in  the  ftreets  every  morning. 

§ XXXIII.  In  the  mean  time,  Great-Britain,  un- 
fettled in  her  miniftry  and  councils  at  home,  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  her  attempts  abroad,  judging  peace,  if  it 
could  be  obtained  on  jufl:  and  honourable  terms, 
more  eligible  than  a continental  war,  propofed  feve- 
ral  expedients  to  the  Emprefs-Queen  for  reftoring 
the  tranquillity  of  Germany  ; but  her  anfwer  was, 

“ That,  whenever  flie  perceived  that  the  expedients 
propofed  would  indemnify  her  for  the  extraordinary 
cxpences  flie  had  incurred  in  her  own  defence,  re- 
pair t!ie  heavy  Ioffes  fuftained  by  her  ally  the  King 
of  Poland,  and  afford  a proper  fecurity  for  their 
future  fafety,  flie  would  be  ready  to  give  the  fame 
proofs  file  hitd  always  given  of  her  deflre  to  reftore 
peace ; but  it  could  not  be  expedled  flie  fliould  liften 
to  expedients,  of  which  the  King  of  Prnffia  was  to 
reap  the  whole  advantage,  after  having  begun  the 
war,  and  wafted  the  dominions  of  a prince,  who  re- 
lied for  his  fecurity  upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  and 
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BOOK  the  appearance  of  a harmony  between  them.”  Upon 
the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  the  court  of  London 
made  feveral  propofals  to  the  Czarina,  to  interpofe 
as  mediatrix  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ber- 
lin, but  they  were  rejedted  with  marks  of  difpleafurc 
and  refentment.  When  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Wil- 
liams, the  Britifh  Ambaflador,  continued  to  urge  his 
follicitations  very  ftrongly,  and  even  with  fome  hints 
of  menaces,  an  anfwer  was  delivered  to  him  by  or- 
der of  the  Emprefs,  purporting,  That  her  Impe- 
rial Majelly  was  aftonifhed  at  his  demand,  after  he 
had  already  been  made  acquainted  with  the  meafures 
Bie  had  taken  to  effedl  a reconciliation  between  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin.  He  might  eafily  con- 
ceive, as  m.atters  were  then  fituated,  that  the  earnell- 
nefs  with  which  he  now  urged  the  fame  propofition 
muft  neceffarily  furprife  her  Imperial  Majelly,  as  it 
fhowed  but  little  regard  to  her  former  declaration. 
The  Emprefs,  therefore,  commanded  his  excellency 
to  be  told,  that  as  her  intentions  contained  in  her 
tirft  anfw’er  remained  abrolutely  invariable,  no  ulte- 
rior propofitions  for  a mediation  would  be  liftened 
to  j and  that  as  for  the  menaces  made  life  of  by  his 
Excellency,  and  particularly  that  the  King  of  Pruflia 
himfelf  would  foon  attack  the  Ruffian  army,  fuch 
tiireats  ferved  only  to  weaken  the  Ambaffiador’s  pro- 
pofals; to  confirm  ftill  more,  wei'e  it  poffible,  the 
Emprefs  in  her  refolutions ; to  jufiify  them  to  the 
whole  world,  and  to  render  the  King  of  Pruffiia  more 
blameable.”-' 

^ XXXIV.  The  feafon  now^  drawing  on  in  which 
the  troops  of  the  contending  powers  would  be  able 
to  take  the  field,  and  the  alarming  progrefs  of  the 
Ruffians  being  happily  Hopped,  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jefty,  whofe  maxim  it  has  always  been  to  keep  the 
feat  of  war  as  far  as  poffible  from  his  own  dominions, 
refolved  to  carry  it  into  Bohemia,  and  there  to  at- 
tack the  Auflrians  on  all  fides.  To  this  end  he  or- 
dered his  armies  in  Saxony,  Mifnia,  Lufatia,  and 
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Silefia  to  enter  Bohem’a  in  four  different  and  oppo-  chap. 
fite  places,  nearly  at  the  fame  time.  The  firft  of.^  j 
thefe  he  commanded  in  perfon,-  affifted  by  Mare-  ,757. 
fchal  Keith  ; the  feccnd  was  led  by  Prince  Maurice 
of  Anhalt-Deffau,  the  third  by  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick-Bevern,  and  the  fourth  by  Marefchal 
Schwerin.  In  confequence  of  this  plan,  Marefchal 
Schwerin's  army  entered  Bohemia  on  the  eighteenth 
of  April,  in  five  columns,  at  as  many  different 
places.  The  defign  w?b  fo  well  concerted,  that  the 
Auftrians  had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  their  approach 
till  they  vreie  paff  the  frontiers,  and  then  they  filled 
the  dangerous  defile  of  Gulder-Oelfe-vvith  Pandours, 
to  difnute  that  paffage ; but  they  were  no  fooner  dif- 
covered  than  two  battalions  of  Pruffian  grenadiers 
attacked  them  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and  routed 
them.  The  Prince  of  Anhault  palled  the  frontiers 
from  Mifnia,  and  penetrated  into  Bohemia  on  the 
twenty-firll  of  April  without  any  reliftance.  The 
Prince  of  Bevern,  on  the  twentieth  of  the  fame 
jnonth,  having  marched  at  the  head  of  a body  of 
the  army,  which  was  in  Lufatia,  from  the  quarters 
of  cantonment  near  Zittau,  poffeffed  himfelf  imme- 
diately of  the  firft  poll  on  the  frontier  of  Bohemia, 
at  Krouttau  and  Grafenftein,  without  the  lofs  of  a 
fingle  man  : drove  away  the  enemy  the  fame  day 
from  Kratzen,  and  proceeded  to  Machendorf,  near 
Reichenberg.  The  fame  morning  PutkammePs 
huffars,  who  formed  part  of  a 'corps,  commanded 
by  a colonel  and  major,  routed  fome  hundreds  of 
the  enemy’s  cuiraffiers,  polled  before  Cohlin,  under 
the  condud  of  Prince  Lichtenllein,  took  three  offi- 
cers and  upwards  of  fixty  horfe  prifoners,  and  fo 
difperfed  the  reft,  that  they  were  fcarcely  able  to 
rally  near  Kratzen.  Night  coming  on  obliged  the 
troops  to  remain  in  the  open  air  till  the  next  morning, 
when,  at  break  ot  day,  the  Prullians  marched  in.  two 
columns  by  Flabendorf,  towards  the  enemy’s  .army, 
amounting  to  twenty-eight  thoufand  men,  com-. 
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BOOK  manded  by  Count  Konigfeg,  and  polled  near  Reich- 
enberg.  As  foon  as  the  troops  were  formed  they  ad- 
vanced  towards  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  drawn  up  in 
three  lines  of  about  thirty  fquadrons.  The  two  v/ings 
were  liiflained  by  the  infantry,  which  was  polled 
among  felled  trees  and  entrenchments.  The  Priif- 
fians  immediately  cannonaded  the  enemy’s  cavalry, 
who  received  it  with  refokition,  having  on  their 
right  hand  a village,  and  on  their  left  a wood,  where 
they  had  entrenched  themfelves.  But  the  Prince  of 
Bevern  having  caufed  fifteen  fquadrons  of  dragoons 
of  the  fecond  line  to  advance,  and  the  wood  on  his 
right  to  be  attacked  at  the  fame  time  by  the  battalions 
of  grenadiers  of  Kahlden  and  of  Moellendorf,  and 
by  the  regiment  of  the  Prince  of  PrufTia,  his  dragoons, 
who,  by  clearing  the  ground,  and  poflelTing  the  en- 
trenchment, had  their  flanks  covered,  entirely  routed 
the  enemy’s  cavalry.  In  the  mean  time  Colonel 
Putkammer  and  Major  Schenfeld,  with  their  huffars, 
though  flanked  by  the  enemy’s  artillery,  gave  the 
Auflrian  horfe-grenadiers  a very  warm  reception, 
whilft  General  Leftewitz,  with  the  left  wing  of  the 
PrufTians,  attacked  the  redoubts  that  covered  Reich- 
enberg.  Though  there  v^ere  many  defiles  and  rifing 
grounds  to  pafs,  all  occupied  by  the  Auflrians,  yet 
the  regiment  of  D^rmfladt  forced  the  redoubt,  and 
put  to  flight  and  purfued  the  enemv,  after  fome  dif- 
charge  of  their  artillery  and  fmall  arms,  from  one 
eminence  to  another,  for  the  diftance  of  a mile, 
when  they  left  off  the  purfuit.  The  adlion  began 
at  half  an  hour  after  fix,  and  continued  till  eleven. 
About  one  thoufand  of  the  Auflrians  were  killed  and 
wounded,  among  the  former  were  General  Porpor^ti 
and  Count  Hohenfelds,  and  among  the  latter  Prince 
Lichtenflein  and  Count  Mansfeld.  Twenty  of  their 
officers,  and  four  hundred  foldiers,  were  taken  pri- 
foners,  and  they  alfo  lofl  three  flandards.  On  the 
fide  of  the  Pruffians  feven  fubalterris  and  about  an 
hundred  men  were  killed,  and  fixteen  officers  and 
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an  hundred  and  fifty  men  wounded.  After  this  battle  chap. 
Marefchal  Schwerin  joined  the  Prince  of  Bevern»  . ^ 

made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  greateil  part  of  the  circle 
of  Buntzlau,  and  took  a confiderable  magazine  h'om 
the  Auftrians,  whom  he  dillodged.  The  Prince  of 
Anhalt-Deffau,  with  his  corps,  drew  near  the  King 
of  PruiTia’s  army ; then  the  latter  advanced  as  far  as 
Budin,  from  whence  the  Auftrians,  who  had  an  ad  - 
vantageous camp  there,  retired  to  Weftwarn,  half 
way  between  Budin  and  Prague ; and  his  PruiTian 
Majefty  having  pafied  the  Egra,  his  army,  and  that 
of  Marefchal  Schwerin,  were  fo  fttuated  as  to  be  able 
to  a6l  jointly. 

§ XXXV.  Thefe  advantages  were  but  a prelude 
to  a much  more  decifive  vicftory,  which  the  King 
himfelf  gained  a few  days  after.  Preparing  to  enter 
Bohemia,  at  a diftance  from  any  of  the  corps  com- 
manded by  his  Generals,  he  made  a movement  as  if 
he  had  intended  to  march  towards  Egra.  The  ene- 
my, deceived  by  this  feint,  and  imagining  he  was 
going  to  execute  fome  defign,  diftindl  from  the  ob- 
jedl  of  his  other  armies,  detached  a body  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  to  obferve  his  motions  ; then  he  m.adc 
a hidden  and  mafterly  movement  to  the  left,  by 
which  he  cut  off  all  communication  between  that 
detachment  and  the  main  army  of  the  Auftrians, 
which,  having  been  reinforced  by  the  army  of  Mo- 
ravia, by  the  remains  of  the  corps  lately  defeated  by 
the  Duke  of  Bevern,  and  by  feveral  regiments  of  the 
garrifon  of  Prague,  amounted  to  near  a hundred 
thoufand  men.  They  were  ftrongly  entrenched  on 
the  banks  of  the  Moldaw,  to  the  north  of  Prague, 
in  a camp  fo  fortified  by  every  advantage  of  nature, 
and  every  contrivance  of  art,  as  to  be  deemed  almoft 
impregnable.  The  left  wing  of  the  Auftrians,  thus 
fituated,  was  guarded  by  the  mountains  of  Zifcka, 
and  the  right  extended  as  far  as  Herboholi : Prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine,  and  Marefchal  Brown,  who 
pommanded  them,  feemed  4etermined  to  maintain 
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this  advantageous  poll: ; but  the  King  of  Pruflia 
overlooked  all  difficulties.  Having  thrown  feveral 
bridges  over  the  Moldaw  on  the  fifth  of  May,  he 
pafled  that  river  in  the  morning  of  the  fixth,  with 
thirty  thoufand  men,  leaving  the  reft  of  the  army 
under  the  command  of  the  Prince  of  Anhaulc- 
Deftau ; and  being  immediately  joined  by  the  troops 
under  Marefchal  Schwerin  and  the  Prince  of  Bevern, 
Tefolved  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  fame  day.  In 
confequence  of  this  refolution,  his  army  filed  off  on 
the  left  by  Potfchernitz  ^ and  at  the  fame  time  Count 
Brown  wheeled  to  the  right,  to  avoid  being  flanked. 
The  PrufTians  continued  their  march  to  Bichwitz, 
traverfing  feveral  defiles  and  moraflfes,  which  for  a 
little  time  feparated  the  infantry  from  the  reft  of  the 
army.  The  foot  began  the  attack  too  precipitately, 
and  were  at  firft  repulftd,  but  they  foon  recovered 
themfelves.  While  the  King  of  PrufTia  took  the 
enemy  in  flank,  Marefchal  Schwerin  advanced  to  a 
marfhy  ground,  which  fuddenly  ftopping  his  army, 
threatened  to  difconcert  the  whole  plan  of  operation. 
In  this  emergency,  he  immediately  difmounted,  and 
taking  the  ftandard  of  the  regiment  in  his  hand, 
boldly  entered  the  morals,  crying  out,  “ Let  all 
brave  PrufTians  follow  me."  Infpired  by  the 
example  of  this  great  commander,  now  eighty- two 
years  of  age,  all  the  troops  prcffed  forward,  and 
though  he  was  unfortunately  killed  by  the  firft  fire, 
their  ardour  abated  not  till  they  had  totally  defeated 
the  enemy.  Thus  fell  Marefchal  Schwerin,  loaded 
with  years  and  glory,  an  officer  whofe  fuperior  talents 
in  the  military  art  had  been  difplayed  in  a long  courfe 
of  faithful  fervice.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Pruffian 
infantry,  which  had  been  feparated  in  the  march, 
forming  themfelves  afrefh,  renewed  the  attack  on 
the  enemy’s  right,  and  entirely  broke  it,  while  their 
cavalry,  after  three  charges,  obliged  that  of  the 
Auftrians  to  retire  in  great  confiifion,  the  centre 
being  at  the  fame  time  totally  routed.  The  left 
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wing  of  the  Pruffians  then  marched  Immediately 
t9wards  Mlchely,  and  being  there  joined  by  the 
horfe,  renewed  their  attack,  while  the  enemy  were 
retreating  haftily  towards  Safzawar.  Mean  while  the 
troops  on  the  right  of  the  Pruffian  army  attacked 
the  remains  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Auftrians,  and 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  three  batteries.  But  the 
behaviour  of  the  infantry  in  the  laft  attack  was  fo 
fuccefsful,  as  to  leave  little  room  for  this  part  of  the 
cavalry  to  afl.  Prince  Henry  of  Pruflia,  and  the 
Prince  of  Bevern,  fignalized  themfelves  on  this  oc- 
cafion  in  florming  two  batteries;  Prince  Ferdinand 
of  Brunfwick  took  the  left  wing  of  the  Aullrians  in 
flank,  while  the  King  with  his  left,  and  a body  of 
cavalry,  fecured  die  paflage  of  the  Moldaw.  In 
fliort,  after  a very  long  and  obllinate  engagement, 
and  many  fignal  examples  of  valour  on  both  fides, 
the  Aullrians  were  forced  to  abandon  the  field  of 
battle,  leaving  behind  fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  all 
their  tents,  baggage,  military  chell,  and,  in  a word, 
their  whole  camp.  The  weight  of  the  battle  fell 
upon  the  right  wing  of  the  Aullrians,  the  remains  of 
which,  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men, 
fled  towards  Benefchau,  where  they  afterwards  af- 
fembled  under  M.  Pretlach,  General  of  horfe.  The 
infantry  retired  tov/ards  Prague,  and  threw  them- 
felves into  that  city,  with  their  commandei*s,  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine,  and  Marefchal  Brown ; but  they 
were  much  harralTed  in  their  retreat  by  a detach- 
ment of  the  Prufiians  under  Marefchal  Keith.  The 
PrulTians  took,  on  this  occafion,  ten  llandards,  and 
upwards  of  four  thoufand  prifoners,  thirty  of  whom 
were  officers  of  rank.  Their  lofs  amounted  to  about 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  killed,  and  about  three 
thoufand  wounded.  Among  the  former  were  Gene- 
ral d’Amllel,  the  Prince  of  Holllein-Beck,  the  Co- 
lonels Goltze  and  Manllein,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Roke.  Among  the  latter,  the  Generals  Wenterficld, 
De  la  Mothe,  Feuque,  Hautcharmoy,-  Blankenfee, 

and 


14-2 

B O O I 

in. 

“V*" 

>757* 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

and  Plettenberg.  The  number  of  the  killed  arrc! 
wounded  on  the  fide  of  the  Auftrians  was  much 
^ greater.  Among  thefe  laft  was  Marefchai  Brown, 
who  received  a wound,  which,  from  the  chagrin  he 
fuffered,  rather  than  from  its  own  nature,  proved 
mortal.  The  day  after  the  battle.  Colonel  Meyer 
was  detached  with  a battalion  of  PruHlan  Pandours, 
and  four  hundred  hufiars,  to  deftroy  a very  confi- 
derable  and  valuable  magazine  of  the  Auftrians  at 
Pilfen,  and  this  fervice  he  performed.  He  alfo 
completed  the  deftrudion  of  feveral  others  of  lefs 
importance ; by  the  lofs  of  which,  however,  all 
poffibility  of  fubfiftence  was  cut  orr  from  any  fuc- 
cours  the  Auftrians  might  have  expected  from  the 
• Empire. 

§ XXXVI.  The  Pruffians,  following  their  blow, 
immediately  invefted  Prague  on  both  fides  of  the 
river,  the  King  commanding  on  one  fide,  and  Mare- 
fchai Keith  on  the  other.  In  four  days  the  whole 
city  was  furrounded  with  lines  and  entrenchments, 
by  which  all  communication  from  without  was  en- 
tirely cut  off:  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  and  Mare ' 
fchal  Brown,  the  two  Princes  of  Saxony,  the  Prince 
of  Modena,  the  Duke  d’Aremberg,  Count  Lacy, 
and  feveral  other  perfons  of  great  diftindion,  were 
ftiut  up  within  the  walls,  together  with  above  twenty 
thoufand  of  the  Auftrian  army,  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge in  Prague  after  their  defeat.  Every  thing  con- 
tinued quiet  on  both  fides,  fcarce  a cannon-fliot  being 
fired  by  either  for  fome  time  after  this  blockade 
was  formed;  and  in  the  mean  while  the  Pruftians 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  Czifcaberg,  an  eminence 
which  commands  the  town,  where  the  Auftrians  had 
a ftrong  redoubt,  continuing  likewife  to  ftrengthen 
their  works.  Already  they  had  made  a faily,  and 
taken  fome  other  ineffedual  fteps  to  recover  this 
poft,  but  a more  decifive  ftroke  w^as  neceffary.  Ac- 
cordingly, a defign  was  formed  of  attacking  the 
Pruffian  army  in  the  night  with  a body  of  twelve 
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tlioufand  men,  to  be  fuftained  by  all  the  grenadiers,  chap. 
voluntiers,  Pandours,  and  Hungarian  infantry.  In  ^ 

cafe  an  impreffion  could  be  made  on  the  King’s 
lines,  it  was  intended  to  open  a way,  fword  in  hand, 
through  the  camp  of  the  befiegers,  and  to  eafe  Prague 
of  the  multitude  of  forces  locked  up  ufelefs  within 
the  walls,  ferving  only  to  confume  the  provifions  of 
the  garrifon,  and  haften  the  furrender  of  the  place. 

Plappily  a deferter  gave  the  Prince  of  Pruffia  intel- 
ligence of  the  enemy’s  defign  about  eleven  o’clock 
at  night.  Proper  meafures  were  immediately  taken 
for  their  reception,  and  in  lefs  than  a quarter  of  an 
hour  the  whole  army  v/as  under  arms.  This  defign 
was  conduced  with  fo  much  filence,  that  though  the 
PrulTians  were  warned  of  it,  they  could  difcover 
nothing  before  the  enemy  had  charged  their  ad- 
vanced polls.  The  attack  was  begun  on  the  fide  of 
the  little  town,  againll  Marefchal  Keith’s  camp,  and 
the  left  wing  of  the  Pruffian  army  encamped  on  the 
Moldaw.  From  hence  it  is  probable  the  Aullrians 
propofed  not  only  to  deftroy  the  batteries  that  were 
jaifing,  but  to  attack  the  bridges  of  communication 
v/hich  the  PrulTians  threw  over  the  Moldaw,  at 
about  a quarter  of  a German  mile  above  and  below 
Prague,  at  Branig,  and  Podbaba.  The  greatell 
alarm  began  about  two  o’clock,  when  the  enemy 
hoped  to  have  come  filently  and  unexpe6ledly  upon 
the  miners,  but  they  had  left  work  about  a quarter 
of  an  hour  before.  At  the  report  of  the  firft  piece 
which  they  fired,  the  piquet  of  the  third  battalion 
of  PrulTian  guards,  to  the  number  of  an  hundred 
men,  who  marched  out  of  the  camp  to  fullain  the 
body  which  covered  the  works,  was  thrown  into 
fome  confufion,  from  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
which  prevented  their  dillinguilliing  the  Aullrian 
troops  from  their  own.  Lieutenant  Jork,  detached 
with  two  platoons  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  at- 
tempting to  difcover  their  difpofition  by  kindling  a 
fire.  Captain  Rodig,  by  the  light  of  this  fire,  per- 
ceived 
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BOOK  ceived  the  enemy^s  fituation,  immediately  formed 
the  defign  of  falling  upon  them  in  flank,  and  gave 
orders  to  his  men  to  fire  in  platoons,  which  they 
performed,  mutually  repeating  the  fignal  given  by 
their  commander.  The  enemy  fled  with  the  greater 
precipitation,  as  they  were  ignorant  of  the  weaknefs 
of  the  piquet,  and  as  the  fhouting  of  the  Pruflian 
foldiers  made  them  miflake  It  for  a numerous  body. 
Many  of  them  deferted,  many  took  fhelter  in  Prague, 
and  many  more  were  driven  into  the  river  and 
drowned.  At  the  fame  time  this  attack  began,  a 
regiment  of  horfe-grenadiers  fell  upon  a redoubt 
which  the  Pruflians  had  thrown  up,  fupported  by 
the  Hungarian  infantry : they  returned  three  times 
to  the  aflault,  and  were  as  often  beat  back  by  the 
Pruflians,  whom  they  found  It  impolTible  to  dif- 
iodge;  though  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick’s  bat- 
talion, whicli  guarded  this  pofl,  fufFered  extremely. 
During  this  attack  the  enemy  kept  an  inceffant  fire 
Vv^ith  their  mufquetry  upon  the  whole  front  of  the 
Pruflians,  from  the  convent  of  St.  Margaret  to  the 
river.  At  three  in  the  morning  the  Pruflians  quit- 
ted their  camp  to  engage  the  enemy.  The  batta- 
lion of  Pannewitz  attacked  a building  called  the  Red- 
houfe,  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a declivity  before 
Wellaftowitz.  The  Pandours,  who  had  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  this  houfe,  fired  upon  them  inceflrintly 
from  all  the  doors  and  windows  until  they  were  dif- 
lodged ; and  the  Pruflian  battalions  were  obliged  to 
fuflain  the  fire  both  of  cannon  and  mufquetry  for 
above  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  retired  to  the 
city,  except  the  Pandours,  who  again  took  polTeirion 
of  the  Red-houfe,  which  the  PruflTians  were  forced 
to  abandon,  becaufe  the  artillery  of  Prague  kept  a 
continual  fire  upon  it  from  the  moment  it  waskncKwn 
to  be  in  their  hands.  The  Auftrians  left  behind 
them  many  dead  and  wounded,  befides’ deferters ; 
and  the  Pruflians,  nOtwithftanding  the  lols  of  .feveral 
officers  and  private  men,  made  fome  prifoners. 

Prince 
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Prince  Ferdinand,  the  King  of  PriifTia’s  yonngeli 
brother,  had  a horfe  killed  under  him,  and  was 
nightly  W'Ounded  in  the  face. 

§ XXXVII.  The  PrulTian  works  being  com- 
pleted, and  heavy  artillery  arrived^  four  batteries,* 
ereded  on  the  banks  of  the  Moldaw,  began  to  play 
with  great  fury.  Near  three  hundred  bombs,  be- 
fides  an  infinity  of  ignited  balls,  were  thrown  into 
the  city  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours.  The 
fcene  was  lamentable,  houfes,  rrien,  and  horfes 
wrapped  in  flames,  and  reduced  to  afhes.  The 
confiifion  within,  together  with  the  want  of  proper 
artillery  and  ammunition,  obliged  the  Auftrians  to 
ceafe  firing,  and  furnifhed  his  Pruflian  Majefty  with 
all  the  opportunity  he  could  wifh  of  pouring  deftruc- 
tion  upon  this  unfortunate  city.  The  horrors  of 
war  feemed  to  have  extinguiflied  the  principles  of 
humanity.  No  regard  was  paid  to  the  diftrefs  of 
the  inhabitants,  the  Auftrians  obftinateiy  maintained 
polfeftion,  and  the  PruITians  pradifed  every  ftrata- 
gem,  every  barbarous  refinement,  that  conftitutes 
thei  military  art,  to  oblige  them  to  capitulate.  After 
the  conflagration  had  iafted  three  days,  and  con- 
fumed  a prodigious  number  of  buildings,  the  prin» 
cipal  inhabitants,  burghers,  and  clergy,  perceiving 
their  city  on  the  point  of  being  reduced  to  a heap 
of  rubbhh,  befought  the  commander,  in  a body, 
to  hearken  to  terms,  but  he  was  deaf  to  the  voice 
of  pity,  and,  inftead  of  being  moved  with  their 
fupplications,  drove  out  twelve  thoufand  perfons, 
the  leaft  ufeful  in  defending  the  city.  Thefe,  by 
order  of  his  PrufTian  Majefty,  were  again  forced 
back,  which  foon,  produced  fo  great  a fcarcity  of 
provifion  within  the  walls,  that  the  Auftrians  were 
reduced  to  the  necelTity  of  eating  horfe-flefb,  forty 
horfes  being  daily  diftributed  to  the  troops,  and  the 
fame  food  fold  at  four-pence  a pound  to  the  inha- 
bitants. However,  as  there  ftill  remained  great 
abundance  of  corn,  they  were  far  from  being 
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B o o K brought  to  the  lad  extremity.  Two  vIgora6s  anil 
.well-condiKded  fallies  were  made,  but  they  proved 
17]^.  unfuccefsrul.  The  only  advantage  refulting  from 
them,  was  the  perpetual  alarm  in  which  they  kept 
the  Pruffian  camp,  and  the  vigilance  required  to 
guard  againft  the  attacks  of  a numerous,  refolute, 
and  defperate  garrifon. 

§ XXXVIII.  Whatever  difficulties  might  have 
attended  the  conqueft  of  Prague,  certain  it  is,  that 
the  affairs  of  the  Emprefs-C^ieen  were  in  the  moft 
critical  and  defperate  fituation.  Her  grand  army 
difperfed  in  parties,  and  flying  for  fubfiffence  in 
fmall  corps ; their  Princes  and  Commanders  cooped 
up  in  Prague ; that  capital  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  taken,  the  floiirlfhing  kingdom  of  Bohemia 
ready  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror,  a con- 
fiderable  army  on  the  point  of  furrendering  prifoners 
of  war  ; all  the  Qiieerf  s hereditary  dominions  open 
and  expofed,  the  whole  fertile  tradi;  of  country  from 
Egra  to  the  Moldaw  in  acliial  poffeflion  of  the  Pruf- 
iians,  the  diftance  to  the  Archduchy  of  Auftria  not 
very  confiderable,  and  fecured  only  by  the  Danube  j 
Vienna  under  the  utmoft  apprehenfions  of  a fiege, 
and  the  Imperial  family  ready  to  take  refuge  in 
Elurigary  ; the  Pruffian  forces  deemed  invincible, 
and  the  fanguine  friends  of  that  Monarch  already 
fliaring  with  him,  in  imagination,  the  fpoils  of  the 
ancient  and  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Auftria.  Such  was 
the  afpedf  of  affairs,  and  fuch  the  difficulties  to  be 
combated,  when  l.eopold.  Count  Daun,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  Auftrian  forces,  to 
ftem  the  torrent  of  difgrace,  and  turn  the  fortune  of 
the  war.  This  General,  tutored  by  long  experience 
under  the  beft  officers  of  Europe,  and  the  particular 
favourite  of  the  great  Kevenhuller,  was  now,  for 
^he  firff:  time,  railed  to  a6t  in  xhief,  at  the  head  of 
an  army,  on  which  depended  the  fate  of  Auftria  and 
the  empire.  Born  of  a noble  family,  he  relied 
folely  upon  his  ov/n  merit,  without  folliciting  court 
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favour;  he  afplred  after  the  higheft  preferment,  andc 
fuccecded  by  mere  dint  of  fuperior  worth.  His, 
progrefs  from  the  llation  of  a fubaltern  was  flow  and 
filent : his  promotion  to  the  chief  command  was 
received  with  univerfal  efteem  and  applaufe.  Cau- 
tious, fteady,  penetrating,  and  fagacious,  he  was 
oppofed  as  another  Fabius  to  the  modern  Hannibal, 
to  check  the  fire  and  vigour  of  that  Monarch  by 
prudent  forefight  and  v/ary  circumfpefSon.  Arri- 
ving at  Boemifchbrod,  within  a few  miles  of  Prague, 
the  day  after  the  late  defeat,  he  halted  to  collect  the 
fugitive  corps  and  broken  remains  of  the  Auftrian 
army,  and  foon  drew  together  a force  fo  confider- 
able  as  to  attraff  the  notice  of  his  PrufTian  Majefty, 
who  detached  the  Prince  of  Bevern,  with  twenty 
battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons,  to  attack  him  be- 
fore numbers  Ihould  render  him  formidable.  Daun 
was  too  prudent  to  give  battle  with  difpirited  troops 
to  an  army  flufhed  with  victory.  He  retired  on  the 
Bril  advice  that  the  Pruffians  were  advancing,  and 
took  poft  at  Kolin,  where  he  entrenched  himfelf 
flrongly,  opened  the  way  for  the  daily  fupply  of 
recruits  fent  to  his  army,  and  infpired  the  garrifoa 
of  Prague  with  frefh  courage,  in  expefhition  of  be- 
ing foon  relieved.  Here  he  kept  clofe  within  his 
camp,  divided  the  PrufTian  force,  l)y  obliging  the 
King  to  employ  near  half  his  army  in  watching  hia 
defigns,  weakened  his  efforts  againft  Prague,  har- 
raffed  the  enemy  by  cutting  off  their  convoys,  and 
reftored,  by  degrees,  the  languifhing  and  almoft 
defponding  fpirits  of  his  troops.  Perfedlly  acquainted 
with  the  ardour  and  difcipline  of  the  PrufTian  forces, 
with  the  enterprifing  and  impetuous  difpofition  of 
that  Monarch,  and  fenfible  that  his  Tituation  would 
prove  irkfbme  and  embarraffing  to  the  enemy,  ho 
improved  it  to  the  beft  advantage,  Teemed  to  fore- 
fee  all  the  confequences,  and  direded  every  meafure 
to  produce  them.  Thus  he  retarded  the  enemy's 
operations,  and  affiduoufly  avoided  precipitating  an 
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BOOK  a6lion  until  the  PrufTian  vigour  fhould  be  exhauflec!, 
their  ftrength  impaired  by  Ioffes  and  defertion,  the 
ardour  of  their  genius  extinguilhed  by 
continual  fatigue  and  inceffant  alarms,  and  until  the 
impreffion  made  on  his  own  men,  by  the  late  defeat, 
fhould,  in  fome  degree,  be  effaced.  The  event 
* juftified  Daun’s  conduct.  His  army  grew  every 

day  more  num.erous,  while  his  Pruffian  ^ Majefty 
began  to  exprefs  the  utmoft  impatience  at  the  length 
of  the  fiege.  When  that  Monarch  firft  invefted 
Prague,  it  was  on  the  prefumption  that  the  nume- 
rous forces  within  the  walls  would,  by  confuming  all 
the  provifion,  oblige  it  to  furrender  in  a few  days; 
but  perceiving  that  the  Auffrians  had  ftill  a confi- 
derable  quantity  of  corn,  that  Count  Daun’s  army 
was  daily  increafing,  and  would  foon  be  powerful 
enough  not  only  to  cope  with  the  detachment  under 
the  Prince  of  Bevern,  but  in  a condition  to  raife 
the  fiege,  he  determined  to  give  the  Count  battle 
tv,ith  one  part  of  his  army,  while  he  kept  Prague 
blocked  up  with  the  other.  The  Auffrians,  amount- 
ing now  to  fixty  thoufand  men,  were  deeply  en- 
trenched, and  defended  by  a numerous  train  of  artil- 
lery, placed  on  redoubts  and  batteries  eredted  on 
the  moft  advantageous  polls.  Every  a'cceffible  part 
of  the  camp  was  fortified  with  lines  and  heavy  pieces 
of  battering  cannon,  and  the  foot  of  the  hills  fe- 
cured  by  difficult  defiles.  Yet,  ftrong  as  this  fix- 
ation might  appear,  formidable  as  the  Auffrian 
/ forces  certainly  were,  his  Pruffian  Majeffy  undertook 

to  diflodge  them  with  a body  of  horfe  and  foot 
not  exceeding  thirty-two  thoufand  men. 

§ XXXIX.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  the 
King  of  Prufna  ^quitted  the  camp  before  Prague, 
efcorted  by  a few  battalions  and  fquadrons,  with 
which  he  joined  the  Prince  of  Bevern  at  Milkowitz. 
Marefchai  Keith,  it  is  faid,  ftrenuoufiy  oppofed 
this  meafure,  and  advifed  either  raifing  the  fiege 
entirely,  and  attacking  the  Auffrians  w’ith  the  united 

forces 
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forces  of  PrulTia,  or  poRponing  the  attack  on  the  c A p. 
camp  at  Kolin  uhtil  his  Majefty  fhoiild  either  gain  , 
polleffion  of  the  city,  or  foine  aitempts  fhould  be 
made  to  oblige  him  to  quit  his  polls.  From  either 
meafure  an  advantage  would  have  refulted.  With 
his  whole  army  he  might  probably  have  defeated 
Count  Daun,  or  at  lead  have  obliged  him  to  retreat. 

Had  he  continued  within  his  lines  at  Prague,  the 
Auftrian  General  could  not  have  conftrained  him  to 
raife  the  fiege  without  lofing  his  own  advantageous 
ficuation,  and  giving  battle  upon  terms  nearly  equal. 

But  the  King)  elated  with  luccefs,  impetuous  in  his 
valour,  and  confident  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  own 
troops  in  point  of  difcipline,  thought  all  refiftance 
mull  fink  under  the  weio-ht  of  his  vi6lorious  arm, 
and  yield  to  that  courage  which  had  already  fur- 
mounted  fuch  difficulties,  difregarded  the  Mare- 
fchal’s  fage  counfel,  and  marched  up  to  the  attack 
undaunted,  and  even  affured  ot  fuccefs.  By  the 
eighteenth  the  two  armies  were  in  fight,  and  his 
Majefty  found  that  Count  Daun  had  not  only  for- 
tified his  camp  with  all  the  heavy  cannon  of  Olmutz, 
but  was  ftrongly  reinforced  with  troops  from  Mora- 
-via  and  Auftria,  which  had  joined  him  after  the 
King’s  departure  from  Prague.  He  found  the 
Auftrians  drawn  up  in  three  lines  upon  the  high 
grounds  between  Geniitz  and  St.  John  the  Baptift. 

Difficult  as  it  was  to  approach  their  lituation,  the 
Pruflian  infantry  marched  up  with  firmnefs,  while 
ffiot  was  poured  like  hail  from  the  enemy’s  batte- 
ries, and  began  the  attack  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon. They  drove  the  Auftrians  with  irrefiftible 
intrepidity  from  two  eminencies  fecured  v^/lth  heavy 
cannon,  and  two  villages  defended  by  feverai  bat- 
talions i but,  in  attacking  the  third  eminence,  were 
flanked  by  the  Auftrian  cavalry,  by  grape-lkot 
poured  from  the  batteries  ; and,  after  a violent  con- 
flidl,  and  prodigious  lofs  of  men,  thrown  into  dif- 
prder.  Animated  with  the  King’s  prefence,  they 
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BOOK  rallied,  and  returned  with  double  ardour  to  the 
charge,  but  were  a fecond  time  repulfed.  Seven 
times  fccceffively  did  Prince  Ferdinand  renew  the 
attacltj  performing  every  duty  of  a great  general 
and  valiant  foldier,  though  always  with  the  fame 
fortune.  The  inferiority  of  the  Pfuflian  infantry, 
the  difadvantages  of  ground,  where,  the  cavalry 
could  not  adl,  the  advantageous  fituation  of  the 
enemy,  their  numerous  artillery,  their  entrench- 
ments, numbers,  and  obftinacy,  joined  to  the  {kill 
and  condu6l  of  their  General,  all  confpired  to  defeat 
the  hopes  of  the  PrufTians,  to  furmcrunt  their  valour, 
and  oblige  them  to  retreat.  The  King  then  made 
a laft  and  furious  effort,  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry, 
on  the  enemy’s  left  wing,  but  with  as  little  fuccefs 
as  all  the  former  attacks.  Every  effort  was  made, 
and  every  attempt  was  productive  only  of  greater 
Ioffes  and  misfortunes.  At  laft,  after  expofing  his 
perfon  in  the  moft  perilous  fituations,  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  drew  off  his  forces  from  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, retiring  in  fuch  good  order,  in  fight  of  the 
enemy,  as  prevented  a purfuit,  or  the  lofs  of  his 
artillery  and  baggage.  Aimoft  all  the  officers  on 
either  fide  diftinguiffied  themfelves;  and  Count 
Daiin,  whofe  conduCt  emulated  that  of  his  Pruffian 
Majefty,  received  two  flight  wounds,  and  had  a 
horfe  killed  under  him.  The  Ioffes  of  both  armies 
were  very  confiderable : on  that  of  the  Pruffians,  the 
killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  eight  thoufand; 
lefs  pernicious,  however,  to  his  Majefty’s  caufe  than 
the  frequent  defertions,  and  other  innumerable  ill 
confequences  that  enfued. 

§ XL.  When  the  Pruffian  army  arrived  at  Nim- 
burg,  his  Majefty,  leaving  the  command  v/ith  the 
Prince  of  Bevern,  took  horfe,  and,  efcorted  by 
twelve  or  fourteen  Huffars,  fet  out  for  Prague, 
where  he  apdved  next  morning  without  halting, 
after  having  been  the  whole  preceding  day  on  horfcr 
back.  Immediately  he  gave  orders  for  fending  off 

all 
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all  'his  artillery,  ammunition,  and  baggage  ; thefe  C H A p. 
were  executed  with  fo  much  expedition,  that  the . ^ 

tents  were  ftruck,  and  the  army  on  their  march,  ,^57. 
before  the  garrifon  were  informed  of  the  King’s  de- 
feat. Thus  terminated  the  battle  of  Kolin  and  fiege 
of  Prague,  in  which  the  acknowledged  errors  of  his 
PrufTian  Majefty  were,  in  fome  meafure,  atoned  by 
the  candour  with  which  he  owned  his  miftake,  both 
in  a letter  to  the  Earl  Marefchal  *,  and  in  conver- 
fation  with  feveral  of  his  general  officers.  Moft 
people,  indeed,  imagined  the  King  highly  blame- 
able  for  checking  the  ardour  of  his  troops  to  Hop 
and  lay  fiege  to  Prague.  They  thought  he  ffiould 
have  purfued  his  conquefts,  over-run  Auftria,  Mo- 
ravia, and  all  the  hereditary  dominions,  from  which 
alone  the  Emprefs- Queen  could  draw  fpeedy  fuc- 
cours.  A body  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  men 
would  have  blocked  up  Prague,  while  the  remain- 
der of  the  Pruffian  forces  might  have  obliged  the’ 
Jmperlal  family  to  retire  from  Vienna, ’and  effedlii- 
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• The  iaiperial  ^renaaiers,  fays  he,  are  an  admirable  corps  ; one 
hundred  companies  defended  a rifing  ground,  which  my  beft  infantry 
couhl  not  carry.  Ferdinand,  who  commanded  them,  returned  feven 
times  to  tlie  charge  j but  to  no  purpote.  At  firft  he  maftered  a bat- 
tery, but  could  not  hold  it.  The  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  a 
numerous  and  well  ferved  artillery.  It  did  honour  to  Lichtenftein, 
who  had  the  dire61ion.  Only  the  Pruffian  army  can  difpute  it  with 
him.  My  infantry  were  loo  few.  All  my  cavalry  were  prefcnt, 
and  idle  IpecTiiois,  excepting  a bold  pud)  by  my  lioufehold  troops, 
and  lome  dragoons.  Ferdinand  attacked  without  powder;  the 
enemy,  in  return,  were  not  fparing  of  their’s.  They  had  the  advan- 
tage of  a riling  groiiiui,  of  entrenchments,  and  of  a prodigious  artil- 
lery. Several  of  my  regimeins  were  repulfed  by  their  mulquetry. 
Ffenry  performed  wonders.  I tremble  for  my  worthy  brothers  ; 
tJxey  are  too  brave.  Fortune  turned  her  back  on  me  this  day.  I 
ought  to  have  expected  it:  fhe  is  a female,  and  I am  no  gallant.  In 
fait,  I ought  to  have  had  more  infantry.  Succels,  my  dear  Lord,  often 
occafions  deliru61ive  confidence.  Twenty-four  battalions  were  not 
fufficient  to  dillodge  fixty  thoufand  men  from  an  advantageous  port. 

Another  rime  we  will  do  better VV'^hat  fay  you  of  this  league, 

which  has  only  the  Marquis  of  Brandenburgh  for  its  objefl  ? The 
great  Eledor  would  be  furprized  to  fee  his  grandfon  at  war  with  the 
I^uflians,  tire  Auiirians,  almod  all  Germany,  and  an  hundred  thou- 
fand French  auxiliarfes.  I know  not  whetlver  It  would  be  difgrace 
in  me  to  fubmit,  but  I am  lure  there  will  be  no  glory  In  vanquifti- 
ing  me.”  ' 
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BOOK  ally  prevented  Count  Daun  from  aflembling  another 
army.  It  was  univerfally  expe6led  he  would  have 
'bent  his  march  ftraight  to  this  capital,  but  he 
dreaded  leaving  the  numerous  army  in  Prague  be- 
hind, and  it  was  of  great  importance  to  complete 
the  conqueft  of  Bohemia.  The  Prince  of  Pruffia 
marched  all  night  with  his  corps  to  Nimburg,  where 
he  joined  the  Prince  of  Bevern,  and  Marefchal 
Keith  retreated  next  day.  Count  Brown  having 
died  before,  of  the  wounds  he  received  on  the  lixth 
of  May,  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  fallied  out  with 
a large  body  of  the  Auftrians,  and  attacked  the  rear 
of  the  Pruffians ; but  did  no  further  mifchief  than 
killing  about  tw^o  hundred  of  their  men.  The  fiege 
of  Prague  being  thus  raifed,  the  imprifoned  Auftrians 
received  their  deliverer.  Count  Daun,  with  inex- 
preffible  joy,  and  their  united  forces  became  greatly 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  King  of  Pruftia,  who  was 
in  a Ihort  time  obliged  to  evacuate  Bohemia,  and 
take  refuge  in  Saxony.  The  Auftrians  harrafted 
him  as  much  as  poftible  in  his  retreats  but  their 
armies,  though  fuperior  in  numbers,  were  not  in  a 
condition,  from  their  late  fufferings,  to  make  any 
decifive  attempt  upon  him,  as  the  frontiers  of 
Saxony  abound  with  fituations  eafily  defended. 

§ XLI.  Having  thus  defcribed  the  progrefs  of 
the  PruiTians  in  Bohemia,  we  muft  caft  our  eyes  on 
the  tranfadjons  which  diftinguiflied  the  campaign  in 
Weftphalia.  To  guard  againft  the  ftorm  which 
menaced  Hanover  in  particular,  orders  were  tranf- 
mitted  thither  to  recruit  the  troops  that  had  been 
fent  back  from  England,  to  augment  each  com- 
pany, to  remount  the  cavalry  with  the  utmoft  expe- 
dition s not  to  fuffer  any^horfes  to  be  conveyed  out 
of  the  eledlorate ; to  furnifli  the  magazines  in  that 
pountry  with  all  things  neceftary  for  fifty  thoufand 
men.  Of  thefe,  twenty-fix  thoufand  v/ere  to  be  Ha- 
no  er  ti,  and,  in  confequence  of  engagements 
entered  into  for  that  purpofe,  twelve  thoufiind  Hef- 
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fians,  fix  thoufand  Brunfwickers,  two  thoufand  chap. 

' \7  T T 

Saxe-Gothans,  and  a thoufand  Lunenburghers,  to  j 

be  joined  by  a confiderable  body  of  Pruffians,  the 
whole  coimmanded  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland.  The  King  of  England  having 
publifhcd  a manifefto,  dated  at  Hanover,  fpecifying 
his  motives  for  taking  the  field  in  Weitphalia,  the 
troops  of  the  confederated  ftates  that  v/ere  to  com- 
pofe  the  allied  army,  under  the  name  of  an  army  of 
obfervation,  began  to  afiemble  with  all  pofiible  dili- 
gence near  Bielefeldt,  Thither  the  Generals,  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  feveral  divifions,  repaired, 
to  fettle  the  plan  of  operations  with  their  comman- 
der, the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who,  having  left 
London  on  the  ninth  of  April,  arrived  on  the  fix- 
teenth  at  Hanove^,  and  from  thence  repaired  to 
the  army,  which,  having  been  joined  by  three  Pruf- 
fian  regiments  that  retired  from  Wefel,  confifted  of 
thirty-feven  battalions  and  thirty-four  fquadrons. 

Of  thefe,  fix  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons  were  polled 
at  Bielefeldt,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Baron  de  Sporcken  j fix  battalions,  under  , 
Lieutenant-General  de  Block,  at  Hervorden  ; fix 
battalions  and  four  fquadrons,  under  Major-Gene- 
ral Ledebour,  between  Hervorden  and  Minden ; 
feven  battalions  and  ten  fquadrons,  under  Lieute-  ' 
nant-General  d’Oberg  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hamelen ; and  five  battalions  and  four  fquadrons, 
under  Major-General  de  Haufs,  near  Nienbiirgh. 

The  head-quarters  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  were  at 
Bielefeldt. 

§ XLII.  In  the  mean  time,  the  French  on  the 
Lower  Rhine  continued  filing  off  incelfantly.  The 
fiege  of  Gueldres  was  converted  into  a blockade, 
occafioned  by  the  difficulties  the  enemy  found  in 
raifing  batteries ; and  a party  of  Hanoverians  having 
palled  the  Wefer,  as  well  to  ravage  the  country  of 
Paderbourn  as  to  reconnoitre  the  French,  carried 
off  feveral  waggons  loaded  with  wheat  and  oats, 
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Book  deftined  for  the  territories  of  the  Eleflor  of  Cologn, 
On  the  other  hand,  Colonel  Fifcher  having  had  an 

' ^~"’'ensas[ement  with  a fmall  body  of  Hanoverians,  in 
the  county  of  Tecklenburgh,  routed  them,  and 
made  fome  prifoners.  After  feveral  other  petty 
Ikirmilhes  between  the  French  and  the  Hanoveri- 
ans, the  Duke  of  Cumberland  altered  the  pofition 
of  his  camp,  by  placing  it  between  Bielefeldt  and 
Hervorden,  in  hopes  of  fruftrating  the  defign  of  the 
enemy ; who,  declining  to  attack  him  on  the  fide 
of  Bracwede,  after  having  reconnoitred  his  fituation 
feveral  days,  made  a motion  on  their  left,  as  if  they 
meant  to  get  between  him  and  the  Wefer.  This 
ftep  was  no  fooner  taken,  than,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
June  in  the  afternoon,  having  received  advice  that 
the  enemy  had  caufed  a large  body  of  troops,  fol- 
lowed by  a fecond,  to  march  on  his  right  to  Bur- 
ghotte,  he  ordered  his  army  to  march  that  evening 
towards  Hervorden  ; and  at  the  fame  time  Major- 
General  .Hardenberg  marched  with  four  battalions 
of  grenadiers,  and  a regiment  of  horfe,  to  reinforce 
that  poft.  Count  Schulenberg  covered  the  left  ot 
the  march  with  a battalion  of  grenadiers,  a regiment 
of  horte,  and  the  light  troops  of  Buckeburgh.  The 
whole  army  marched  in  two  columns.  The  right, 
comipofed  of  horfe,  and  followed  by  two  battalions, 
to  cover  their  paflfage  through  the  enclofures  and 
defiles,  palled  by  the  might  of  Bielefeldt;  and  the 
left,  conlifcing  of  inf^intry,  marched  by  the  left  of 
the  fame  town.  ITe  vanguard  of  the  French  army 
attacked  the  rear-guard  of  the  allies,  commanded 
by  Major-General  Einfiedel,  very  brifldy,  ’and  at 
firfl:  put  them  into  fome  confufion,  but  they  imme- 
diately recovered  themfelves.  This  was  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  night.  At  break  of  day  the  enemy’s 
reinforcements  returned  to  the  charge,  but  were 
again  repiilfed,  nor  could  they  once  break  through 
laeutenant- Colonel  Alfeldt’s  Hanoverian  guards^ 
which  ciofcd  the  army’s  march  -with  a detachment 
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of  regular  troops,  and  a new-raifed-corps  of  hun-CHAP. 
ters. 

% XLIII.  The  allies  encamped  at  Cofeldt  the  1757. 
fourteenth,  and  remained  there  all  the  next  day, 
when  the  enemy's  detachments  advanced  to  the 
gates  of  Hervorden,  and  made  a feint  as  if  they 
would  attack  the  town,  after  having  fummoned  it 
to  furrenders  but  they  retired  without  attempting 
any  thing  further  j and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  troops 
that  were  polled  at  Hervorden,  and  formed  the 
rear-guard,  pafled  the  Wefer  on  the  fide  of  Remen, 
without  any  molellation,  and  encamped  at  Holt- 
zuyfen.  A body  of  troops  w’hich  had  been  left  at 
Bielefeldt,  to  cover  the  Duke’s  retreat,  after  fome 
fkirmiflies  with  the  French,  rejoined  the  army  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Herfort ; and  a fev/  days  after, 
his  Royal  Highnefs  drew  near  his  bridges  on  the 
Wefer,  and  fent  over  his  artillery,  baggage,  and 
ammunition.  At  the  fame  time  fome  detachments 
paffed  the  river  on  the  right,  between  Minden  and 
Oldendorp,  and  marked  out  a new  camp  advan- 
tageoudy  fituated,  having  the  Wefer  in  front,  and 
the  right  and  left  covered  with  eminences  and 
marfhes.  There  the  army  under  his  Royal  High- 
nefs re-alTembled,  and  the  French  fixed  their  head- 
quarters at  Bielefeldt,  which  the  Hanoverians  had 
quitted,  leaving  in  it  only  part  of  a magazine, 
which  had  been  fet  on  fire.  By  this  time  the  French 
were  in  fuch  want  of  forage,  that  M.  d’Etrees  him- 
felf,  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  and  all  the  officers 
without  exception,  were  obliged  to  fend  back  part 
of  their  horles.  However,  on  the  tenth  of  June 
their  w^hole  army,  confifting  of  feventy  battalions 
and  forty  fquadrons,  with  fifty- two  pieces  of  can- 
non, befides  a body  of  cavalry  left  at  Ruremonde 
for  the  conveniency  of  forage,  was  put  in  motion. 

In  fpite  of  almofl  impaffable  forefts,  famine,  and 
every  other  obftacle  that  could  be  thrown  in-  their 
way  by  a vigilant  and  experienced  General,  they  at 
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length  furmounted  all  difficulties,  and  advanced 
into  a country  abounding  with  plenty,  and  unufed 
’to  the  ravages  of  war.  It  was  imagined  that  the 
paffiage  of  the  Wefer,  which  defends  Hanover  from 
foreign  attacks,  would  have  been  vigoroufly  oppo- 
fed  by  the  army  of  the  "allies  : but  whether,  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  it  was  thought  advifeable 
to  a61:  only  upon  the  defenfive,  and’  not  to  'begin  the 
attack  in  a country  that  was  not  concerned  as  a 
principal  in  the  war,  or  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
found  himfelf  too  weak  to  make  head  againft  the 
enemy,  is  a queftion  we  fhall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine. However  that  may  have  been,  the  whole 
French  army  paffed  the  Wefer  on  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  of  July,  without  the  lofs  of  a man.  The 
manner  of  effe6ting  this  paffage  is  thus  related  : — ■ 
Marefchal  d’Etrees,  being  informed  that  his  maga- 
zines of  provifions  were  well  furniffied,  his  ovens 
eftabliffied,  and  the  artillery  and  pontoons  arrived 
at  the  deftined  places,  ordered  Lieutenant-Cjeneral 
Broglio,  with  ten  battalions,  twelve  fquadrons,  and 
ten  pieces  of  cannon,  to  march  to  Engheren  j Lieu- 
tenant-General M.  de  Chevert,  with  fixteen  batta- 
lions, three  brigades  of  carabineers,  the  royal  hun- 
ters, and  fix  hundred  huffars,  to  march  to  Hervor- 
den,  and  Lieutenant-General  Marquis  d’Armen- 
tieres,  with  twelve  battalions  and  ten  fquadrons,  to 
march  to  Ulrickhaufen.  A.11  thefe  troops  being 
arrived  in  their  camp  on  the  fourth  of  July,  halted 
the  fifth.  On  the  fixth,  twenty-two  battalions,  and 
thirty-two  fquadrons,  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  who  was  now  arrived  at  the  army, 
marched  to  Ulrickhaufen,  from  whence  M.  d’Ar- 
mentieres  had  fet  out  early  in  the  morning,  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  and  by  hafty  marches 
got  on  the  feventh,  by  eleven  at  night,  to  Blanken- 
hoven,  v/here  he  found  the  boats  which  had  gone 
from  Ahrenfberg.  The  bridges  were  built,  the 
cannon  planted,  and  the  entrenchments  at  the  head 
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of  the  bridges  completed  in  the  night  between  the  chap. 
feventh  and  eighth.  The  Marefchal  having  fent  ^ j 
away  part  of  his  baggage  from  Bielekldt  on  the  ,7^7^ 
fixth,  went  in  perfon  on  the  feventh  at  eleven  o’clock 
to  Horn,  and  on  the  eighth  to  Braket.  On  advice 
that  M.  d’Armentieres  had  throw'n  his  bridges  acrofs 
without  oppofition,  and  was  at  work  on  his  entrench- 
ments, he  went  on  the  ninth  to  Blankenhoven,  to 
fee  the  bridges  and  entrenchments ; and  afterwards 
advanced  to  examine  the  firft  pofition  he  intended 
for  this  army,  and  came  down  the  right  fide  of  the 
Wefer  to  the  abbey  of  Corvey,  where  he  forded 
the  river,  with  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  and  their 
attendants.  On  the  tenth  in  the  morning  he  got  on 
horfeback  by  four  o’clock,  to  fee  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans’s divifion  file  off,  which  arrived  at  Corvey  at 
ten  o’clock ; as  alfo  that  of  M.  d’Arm.entieres, 
which  arrived  at  eleven,  and  that  of  M.  Souvre, 
which  arrived  at  noon.  The  Marefchal  having  exa- 
mined the  courfe  of  the  river,  caufed  the  bridges 
of  pontoons  to  be  laid  within  gun-fliot  of  the  abbey, 
where  the  Vifcount  de  Turenne  pafied  that  river  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-three, 
and  where  the  divifions  under  Broglio  and  Chevert 
now  pafied  it  on  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth.  Thefe 
two  Generals  being;  informed  of  what  was  to  be 
done  upon  the  Upper  Wefer,  attacked  Minden, 
and  carried  it,  whiift  a detachment  of  the  French 
entered  the  country  of  Eafi:  Friefiand,  under  the 
command  of  the  Marquis  d’Auvel : and,  after  taking 
pofTeffion  of  Tier,  marched  on  the  right  of  the  Ems 
to  Embden,  the  only  fea-port  the  King  of  Prufiia 
had,  which  at  firfi:  feemed  determined  to  make  a 
defence,  but  the  inhabitants  were  not  agreed  upon 
the  methods  to  be  taken  for  that  purpofe.  They, 
therefore,  met  to  deliberate,  but  in  the  mean  time, 
their  gates  being  fiiut,  M.  d’Auvel  caufed  fome 
cannon  to  be  brought  to  beat  them  down  ; . and  the 
garrifon,  compofed  of  four  hundred  Pruffians,  not 
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BOOK  being  flrong  enough  to  defend  the  town,  the  fo!^ 
diets  mutinied  againft  their  officers,  whereupon  a 
capitulation  was  agreed  on,  and  the  gates  were 
* opened  to  the  French  commander,  who  made  his 
troops  enter  with  a great  deal  of  order,  aflured  the 
magiflrates  that  care  ffiould  be  taken  to  make  them 
obferve  a good  difcipline,  and  publiffied  two  ordi- 
nances, oneYor  the  fecurity  of  the  religion  and  com- 
merce of  the  city,  and  the  other  for  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  corn  and  forage  out  of  that  princi- 
pality. The  inhabitants  were,  however,  obliged  to 
take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  French  King. 

§ XLIV.  On  Sunday  the  twenty-fourth  of  July, 
the  French,  after  having  laid  a part  of  the  eledlorate 
of  Flanover  under  contribution,  marched  in  three 
, columns,  with  their  artillery,  towards  the  village  of 
Latford,  when  Major-General  Fuftenburg,  who 
commanded  th^  out-ports  in  the  village,  fent  an 
officer  to  inform  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  of  theif 
approach.  His  Royal  Highnefs  immediately  re-en- 
forced thofe  polls  with  a body  of  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-General  Sporcken ; but 
finding  it  impoffible  to  fupport  the  village,  as  it  was 
commanded  by  the  heights  oppofite  to  it,  which  w’ere 
polTelTed  by  the  enemy,  and  being  fenfible  that  it 
would  be  always  in  his  power  to  retake  it,  from  its 
fituatlon  in  a bottom  between  two  hills,  he  withdrew 
his  poll  from  Latford.  The  French  then  made  two 
attacks,  one  at  the  point  of  the  wood,  and  the  other 
higher  up  in  the  fame  wood,  oppofite  to  the  grena- 
diers commanded  by  Major  General  Hardenbergy 
but  they  failed  in  both  j and  though  the  fire  of  their 
artillery  was  very  hot,  they  were  obliged  to  retire. 
I he  Frencli  army  encamping  on  the  heights  oppo- 
lite  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland’s  polls,  the  intelli- 
gence received,  that  M.  d’Etrees  had  alTembled  all 
his  troops,  and  was  furniffied  with  a very  confidera- 
ble  train  of  artillery,  left  his  royal  Highnefs  no  room: 
to  doubt  of  his  intending  to  attack  him.  He, 

therefore. 
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therefore,  refolved  to  change  his  camp  for  a more  c H A.  Pv 
advantageous  fituation,  by  drawing  up  his  army  on  ^ 

the  eminence  between  the  Wefer,  and  the  woods,  * 

leaving  the  Hamden  river  on  his  right,  the  village 
of  Haftenbeck  in  his  front,  and  his  left  clofe  to  the 
wood,  at  the  point  of  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had 
a battery  of  twelve  pounders  and  haubitzers.  There 
was  a hollow  way  from  the  left  of  the  village  to  the 
battery,  and  a morafs  on  the  other  fide  of  H alien* 
beck  to  his  right.  Major-General  Schulenberg, 
with  the  hunters,  and  two  battalions  of  grenadiers, 
was  polled  in  the  corner  of  the  Vvood  upon  the  left 
of  the  battery;  his  Royal  Highnefs  ordered  the  vil- 
lage of  Haftenbeck  to  be  cleared  to  his  front,  to 
prevent  its  being  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  keep 
poftelTion  of  it,  and  the  ways  by  which  the  allies 
had  a communication  with  that  village  during  their 
encampment  to  be  rendered  impaUable.  In  the 
evening  he  withdrew  all  his  out-pofts,  and  in  this 
pofition  the  army  lay  upon  their  arms  all  night.  On 
the  twenty-fifth  in  the  morning  the  French  army 
marched  forw^ards  in  columns,  and  began  to  can- 
nonade the  allies  very  feverdy,  marching  and  coun- 
ter-marching continually,  and  feeming  to  intend 
three  attacks,  on  the  right,  the  left,  and  the  centre. 

In  the  evening  their  artillery  appeared  much  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  allies.  The  army  was  again  ordered 
to  lie  all  night  on  their  arms ; his  Royal  Highnefs 
caufed  a battery  at  the  end  of  the  wood  to  be  re- 
paired ; Count  Schulenberg,  to  be  reinforced  with 
a battalion  of  grenadiers  ; and  tv/o  field  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  that  battery  to  be  alfo  fupported  by  four 
more  battalions  of  grenadiers,  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Hardenberg.  He  likewife  caufed  a - 
batfery  to  be  ereded  of  twelve  and  fix-pounders,  be- 
hind the  village  of  Flaftenbeck,  and,  took  all  the 
precautions  he  could  think  of  to  give  the  enemy  a 
warm  reception.  As  foon  as  it  was  dav-lisht  he 
mounted  on  horfe-back  to  reconnoitre  the  pofition  of 
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the  enemy,  whom  he  found  in  the  fame  fituation  as 
the  day  before.  At  a little  after  five  a very  fmart 
cannonading  began  againft  the  battery  behind  the 
village,  which  was  fupported  by  the  Heflian  infantry 
and  cavalry,  who  flood  a moft  fevere  fire  with  fur- 
prifing  fteadinefs  and  refolution.  Between  feven  and 
eight  the  firing  of  fmall  arms  began  on  the  left  of 
the  allies,  when  his  Roval  Highnefs  ordered  Major- 
General  Behr,  with  three  battalions  of  Brunfwick, 
to  fuftain  the  grenadiers  in  the  wood,  if  their  afiift- 
ance  fhould  be  wanted.  The  cannonading  con- 
tinued above  fix  hours,  during  which  the  troops  that 
were  expofed  to  it  never  once  abated  of  their  firm- 
nefs.  The  fire  of  the  fmall  arms  on  the  left  increa- 
fing,  and  the  French  feeming  to  gain  ground,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  detached  the  Colonels  Darkenhaufen 
and  Bredenbach,  with  three  Hanoverian  battalions 
and  fix  fquadrons,  round  the  wood  by  Afferde,  who, 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  day,  drove  feveral  fquadrons 
of  the  enemy  back  to  their  army,  without  giving 
them  any  opportunity  to  charge.  At  length  the  gre- 
nadiers in  the  wood,  apprehenfive  of  being  fur- 
rounded,  from  the  great  numbers  of  die  enemy  that 
appeared  there,  and  were  marching  round  on  that 
fide,  .though  they  repulfed  every  thing  that  appeared 
in  their  front,  thought  it  advifeable  to  retire  nearer 
the  left  of  the  army,  a motion  which  gave  the  enemy 
an  opportunity  of  poffeffing  themfelves  of  that  bat- 
tefy  without  oppofition.  Here  the  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Brunfwick  difiinguiflied  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
battalion  of  Wolfenbuttel  guards,  and  another  of 
Hanoverians,  who  attacked  and  repulfed,  with  their' 
bayonets,  a fuperior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  retook 
the  battery.  But  the  French  being  in  pofleflion  of 
an  eminence  which  commanded  and  flanked  both  the 
lines  of  the  infantry  and  the  battery  of  the  allies,  and 
where  they  were  able  to  fupport  their  attack  under 
the  cover  of  a hill,  his  Royal  Highnefs,  confidering 
the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  near  double  to 
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liiSj  and  the  impofliblity  of  diflodging  thefn  from  CHAP, 
their  poll,  without  expofing  his  own  troops  too 
much,  ordered  a retreat ; in  confcquence  of  which 
his  ^rmy  retired,  firft  to  Hamelen,  where  he  left  a 
garrifon,  then  to  Nienburgh,  and  afterwards  to 
Hoya;  in  the  neighbourhood  of’ which  tovvn,  after 
fending  away  all  the  magazines,  fick,  and  wounded, 
he  encamped,  in  order  to  cover  Bremen  and  Verden, 
and  to  preferve  a communication  with  Sfade,  to 
which  place  the  archives,  and  moft  valuable  effedfs 
of  Hanover  had  been  removed.  In  this  engage- 
ment, Colonel  Bredenback  attacked  four  brigades 
very  (Irongly  polled,  with  a battery  of  fourteen  pieces 
of  cannon,  repulfed,  and  drove  them  down  a pre- 
cipice, and  took  all  their  artillery  and  ammunition; 
but  preferring  the  care  of  his  w^ounded  to  the  glory 
of  carrying  away  the  cannon,  he  brought  off  only 
fix,  nailing  up  and  dellroying  the  reft.  The  lols 
of  the  allies,  in  ail  the  ftcirmilhes,  which  lafted  three 
days,  was  three  hundred  and  twenty-leven  men 
killed,  nine  hundred  and  feven  wounded,  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty  milfmg,  or  taken  prifoners ; 
whilft  that  of  the  French,  according  to  their  own 
accounts,  amounted  to  fifteen  hundred  men. 

§ XLV.  The  French,  being  left  imafters  of  the 
field,  foon  reduced  Hamelen,  which  was  far  from 
being  well  fortified,  obliged  the  garrifon  to  capitu- 
late, and  took  out  of  the  town  fixty  brafs  cannon, 
feveral  mortars,  forty  ovens,  part  of  the  equipage 
of  the  Duke's  army,  and  large  quantities  of  provi- 
fions  and  ammunition,  which  they  found  in  it,  to- 
gether with  a great  miany  fick  and  wounded,  who, 
not  being  included  in  the  capitulation,  were  made 
prifoners  of  w'ar.  Whether  the  court  of  France  had 
any  reafon  to  find  fault  with  the  condubl  of  the 
Marefchal  d’Etrees,  or  whether  its  monarch  was 
blindly  guided  by  the  councils  of  his  favourite,  the 
Marquife  de  Pompadour,  w'ho,  defirous  to  teftify 
her  gratitude  to  the  man  who  had  been  one  of  the 
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B o o K chief  iiiRriiments  of  her  high  promotion,  was  giad 
of  an  opportunity  to  retrieve  his  .{battered  fortunesj 
and,  at  the  fame  time^  to  add  to  her  own  already 
immenfe  treafiires,  we  fliall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine ; though  the  event  feems  plainly  to  fpeak  the 
laft.  Even  at  the  time,  no  comparifon  was  made  be- 
tween the  military  {l<ill  of  the  Marefchal  d’Etrees, 
and  that  of  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  j but,  however 
that  may  have  been,  this  laft,  who>  if  he  had  not 
{hone  in  the  character  of  a foldier,  excelled  all,  or 
at  leaft  moft  of  his  contemporaries  in  the  more  re- 
fined arts  of  a courtier,  was,  juft  before  the  battle 
we*  have  been  fpeaking  of,  appointed  to  fuperfede 
the  former  in  the  command  of  the  French  army  in 
Rower  Saxony,  where  he  arrived  on  the  ftxth  of  Au- 
‘ tnift,  with  the  title  of  Marefchal  of  France;  and  M. 
d'Etrees  immediately  refigned  the  command. 

§ XLVI.  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Haften- 
beck,  the  French  fent  a detachment  of  four  thoufand 
men  to  lay  under  contribution  the  countries  of  Pla- 
hover  and  Brunfwick-Wolfenbuttel,  as  well  as  the 
duchies  of  Bremen  and  Verden ; and  tw^o  days  after 
the  arrival  of  this  new  commander,  the  Duke  de 
Chevreufe  was  detached  with  two  thoufand  men  to 
take  poifefiicn  of  Hanover  itfelfj  with  the  tide  of 
Governor,  of  that  city.  He  accordingly  marched 
thither;  and  upon  his  arrival  the  Hanoverian  gar- 
rifon  was  difarmed,  and  left  at  liberty  to  retire  where 
they  pleafed.  About  the  fame  time  M.  de  Contades, 
with  a detachment  from  the  French  army,  was  fent 
to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  territories  of  Hefte- 
Caftel,  where  he  found  ho  oppofition.  He  was  met 
at  Warberg  by  that  prince’s  mailer  of  the  horfc, 
who  declared,  that  they  were  ready  to  furnifh  the 
French  army  with  all  the  fuccours  the  country  could 
afford ; and  accordingly  the  magiilrates  of  Caffd 
prefented  him  with  the  keys  as  foon  as  he  entered  their 
city.  Gottingen  was  ordered  by  M.  d’Armentieres 
to  prepare  for  him  within  a limited  time,  upon  pain 
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of  iVlllitary  execution,  four  thoufand  pounds  of  white  chap. 
bread,  two  thoufand  bufhels  of  oats,  a greater  quan- 
tity  than  could  be  found  in  the  whole  country^  an 
hundred  loads  of  hay,  and  other  provifions. 

§ XLVIL  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  remained 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hoya  till  the 
twenty-fourth  of  Auguft,  when,  upon  advice  that 
the  enemy  had  laid  two  bridges  over  the  Aller  in  the 
night,  and  had  pafled  that  river  with  a large  body 
of  troops,  he  ordered  his  army  to  march,  to  feciire 
the  important  poll  and  paflage  of  Rothenburg,  left 
they  fhould  attempt  to  march  round  on  his  left.  He 
encamped  that  night  at  Flaufen,  having  detached 
Lieutenant-General  Oberg,  with  eight  battalions  and 
fix  fquadrons,  to  Otterfberg,  to  which  place  he 
marched  next  day,  and  encamped  behind  the  Wum- 
mer,  in  a very  ftrong  fituation,  between  Otterfberg 
and  Rothenburg.  The  French  took  poflefTion  of 
Verden  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Auguft,  and  one  of 
their  detachments  went  on  the  twenty-nirlth  to 
Bremen,  where  the  gates  v/ere  immediately  opened 
to  them.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  now  clofely 
prefled  on  all  fides,  and  in  danger  of  having  his 
communication  with  Stade  cut  off,  which  the  enemy 
was  endeavouring  to  effed,  by  feizing  upon  all  the 
polls  round  him,  found  it  necelTary  to  decamp  again ; 
to  abandon  Rothenburg,  of  which  the  French  im- 
mediately took  polTeflion;  to  retreat  to  Selfingen, 
where  his  head-quarters  were,  on  the  firft  of  Sep- 
tember ; and  from  thence,  on  the  third  of  the  fame 
month,  to  retire  under  the  cannon  of  Stade.  Here 
it  was  imiagined  that  his  army  would  have  been  able 
to  maintain  their  ground  between  the  Aller  and  the 
Elbe,  till  the  feverity  of  the  feafon  fhould  put  an 
end  to  the  campaign.  Accordingly,  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  upon  his  taking  this  pofition,  fent  a 
detachment  of  his  forces  to  Buck-Schantz,  with 
fomiC  artillery,  and  orders  to' defend  that  place  tQ  the 
utmoft ; but  as  it  could  not  poflibly  have  held  out 
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BOOK  many  days,  and  as  the  French,  who  now  hemmed 
him  in  on  all  Tides,  by  making  . themfelves  mailers 
'^>757^^  ^ mouth  of  the  river  Zwinga, 

would  have  cut  off  his  communication  with  the  Elbe, 
To  that  four  Englifli  men  of  war  then  in  that  .river 
could  have  been  of  no  fervice  to  him,  he  was  forced 
, to  accept  of  a mediation  offered  by  the  King  of 

Denmark,  by  his  minifter  the  Count  de  Lynar,  and 
to  fign  the  famous  convention  of  Cloiler-Seven  by 
which  thirty-eight  thoufand  Hanoverians  laid  down 
their  arms,  and  were  difperfed  into  different  quarters 
of  cantonment.  . ^ ' 

* This  remarkable  capitulation,  which  we  fhall  give  here  at  full 
length,  on  account  of  the  ciiTputes  that  arofe  ftiortly  after,  concern- 
ing what  the  French  called  an  infraftion  of  it,  was  to  the  following 
tlfe(5l  : , 

“ His  Majefty  the  King  of  Deninark,  touched  with  the  diftrclTes 
of  the  countries  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  to  which  he  has  always 
gra  nted  his  fpecial  proteftion ; and  being  defirous,  by  preventing 
thofe  countries  from  being  any  longer  the  theatre  of  war,  to  fpare  all’o 
theeftufion  of  blood  in  the  aimies  which  are  ready  to  difpute  the  pof- 
feflion  thereofj  hath  employed  his  mediation  by  the  miniftry  of  the 
Count  de  Lynar.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
General  of  the  army  of  the  Allies,  on  the  one  part,  and  his  Excel- 
lency the  Marelchal  Duke  de  Richelieu,  General  of  the  King  of 
Fra  nee’s  forces  in  Germany,  on  the  other,  have,  in  confideration  of 
the  intervention  of  his  Danilh  Majefty,  refpe£fively  engaged  their 
word  of  honour  to  the  Count  de  Lynar,  to  abide  by  the  convention 
hereafter  ffipulated  j and  lie,  tht  Count  de  Lynar,  correfpondently  to 
the  magnanimity  of  the  King  his  mailer’s  intention,  obligi.*s  himfelf 
to  procure  the  guarantee  mentioned  in  the  prefent  convention}  fo 
that  it  lhall  be  lent  to  him,  wuh  his  full  powers,  which  there  was 
no  time  to  make  out,  in  the  circuraftances  which  hurried  his  de- 
parture. 

Article  I.  Hoft’lities  flral!  ceafe  on  both  fides  within  twenty-four 
hours,  or  fooner,  it  poflible..  Orders  fbr  this  purpofe  lhall  be  im- 
mediately lent  to  the  detached  corps. 

^ II.  The  auxiliary  troops  of  the  army  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 

namely,  thole  of  Hefle,  Erunfwick,  Saxe-Gotha,  and  even  thole  of 
the  Count  de  la  Lippe-Buckbouig,  lhall  be  lent  home  } and  as  it  is 
neceflaiy  to  fettle  pai  ticularly  their  march  to  their  relpeflive  countries, 
a general  oflicer  of  each  nation  fhall  he  lent  from  the  army  of  the 
allies,  with  whom  lhall  be  lettled  the, route  of  thofe  troops,  the  divi-* 
Hons  they,fliall  march  in,  their  lub4i Hence  on  their  march,  and  their 
palTports  to  be  granted  them  by  liis  Excellency  the  Duke  de  Riche- 
lieu to  go  to  their  own  countries,  where  they  fhall  be  placed  and  dif-^ 
tributed  as  lhall  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Court  of  France  and  their 
refpedlive  Sovereigns, 

HI.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  obliges  bimfelf 
to  pafs  the  Elbe,  wdth  fuch  part  of  his  array  as  h«  fhall  not  be  able 
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to  place  in  the  city  of  Stade  : That  the  part  of  his  forces  which  fliall 
enter  into  garrifon  in  the  faid  city,  and  which  it  is  fuppoled  may 
amount  to  between  four  and  fix  thouland  men,  (hall  remain  there 
xinder  the  guarantee  of  his  Majelly  the  King  of  Denmark,  without 
committing  any  act  of  hoftilityi  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  thall  tliey 
be  expofed  to  any  from  the  French  troops.  In  confequence  thereof, 
commiflTaries,  named  on  each  fide,  fliall  agree  upon  tlie  limits  to  be 
fixed  round  that  place,  for  the  conveniency  of  the  garrifon  ; which 
Jimits  fltail  not  extend  beyond  half  a league  or  a league  from  the 
place,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  or  circilmltances,  which 
fhall  be  fairly  fettled  by  the  commilfaries.  The  relt  of  the  Hanove- 
rian army  (liall  go  and  take  quarters  in  the  country  beyond  the  Elbe  j 
and,  to  facilitate  the  march  of  thofe  troops,  his  Excellency  the  Duke 
de  Richelieu  fhall  concert  with  a general  officer  fent  from  the  Hano- 
verian army  the  route  they  (hall  ta!<e  ; obliging  himlelf  to  give  the 
neceflary  palTports  and  fecurity  for  the  free  pafl'age  of  them  and  (heir 
baggage  to  the  places  of  their  deftination  5 his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Du  ke  of  Cumberland  refevving  to  himfelf  the  liberty  of  negociating 
between  the  two  courts,  for  an  extenilon  ol  thofe  quarters.  As  to 
the  French  troops,  they  (hall  remain  in  the  ie(t  of  the  duchieS  of 
Bremen  and  V^jerden,  till  the  definitive  reconciliation  of  the  two 
Sovereigns. 

IV.  As  the  aforefaid  articles  are  to  be  executed  as  Toon  as  poffible, 
the  Hanoverian  army,  and  the  corps  which  are  detached  from  it, 
particularly  that  which  is  at  Buck- Schantz,  and  the  neighbourhood, 
ihall  retire  under  Stacie  in  the  (pace  ol  eight  and-forty  hours.  The 
French  army  (Itall  not  pat’s  the  river  Oite,  in  the  duchy  of  Bremen, 
till  the  limits  be  regulated.  It  (hall,  belides,  keep  all  the  pods 
and  countries  of  which  it  is  in  pofl'cffion  5 and,  not  to  retard  the 
regulation  of  tlie  limits  between  the  armies,  commilfaries  (hall  be 
nominated  and  lent  on  the  tenth  inltant  to  Bremer-worden,  by  his 
Royal  Highnel's  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  his  Excellency  the 
Maiefchal  Duke  de  Richelieu,  to  regulate,  as  well  the  limits  to  be 
affigned  to  the  French  army,  as  thol'e  that  are  to  be  oblerved  by  the 
garrilbn  at  Stade,  according  to  Art.  III. 

V.  All  the  aforefaid  articles  (liall  be  faithfully  executed,  accord- 
ing to  their  form  and  tenor,  and  under  the  faith  of  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Denmark’s  guarantee,  svhich  the.Count  de  Lynar,  his  mini- 
fier,  engages  to  procure. 

JDone  at  the  camp  at  Clofter- Seven,  Sept.  8,  1757. 

Signed  WILLIAM. 
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SEPARATE  ARTICLES. 

UPON  the  reprefentation  made  by  the  Count  de  Lynar,  with  a 
view  to  explain  fome  dirpofitions  made  by  the  prelent  convention,  the 
following  articles  have  been  added  : 

I.  It  is  the  intention  of  his  Excellency  the  Marefchal  Duke  de 
Richelieu,  that  the  allied  troops  of  his  Royal  Higanefs  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  (liall  be  I’ent  back  to  thqir  relpedive  countries,  accord- 
ing to  the  form  mentioned  in  the  I'econd  article  ; and  that  as  to  their 
I'eparatlon  and  difiribution  in  the  country,  it  (hall  be  regulated  be- 
tween the  Courts,  thofe  troops  not  being  confidered  as  prifoners  of 
war. 

II.  It  having  been  reprefented  that  the  country  of  Lunenberg  can- 
not accommodate  more  than  fifteen  battalions  and  fix  fuuadrons,  and 
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BOOK  Stacie  cannot  abfolutely  contain  the  garrifon  of 

III.  thoufand  men  allotted  to  it,  his  Excellency  the  Marefchal  Duke  de 
Richelieu,  being  prefled  by  M.  de  Lynar,  who  fupported  this  repre- 
sentation by  the  guarantee  of  his  Danifli  Majefty,  gives  his  confent, 
and  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  engages  to  caufe 
flfteen  battalions  and  fix  fquadroris  to  pafs  the  Elbe,  and  the  whole 
body  of  hunters,  and  the  remaining  ten  battalions  and  twenty-eight 
Squadrons  fliall  be  placed  in  the  town  of  Qtade,  and  the  places  neareft 
to  it  that  are  within  the  line,  which  fliall  be  marked  by  ports  from 
the  mouth  o!  the  Liche  in  the  Elbe,  to  the  mouth  of  theElmerbeck 
in  the  river  Orte  ; provided  always  that  the  faid  ten  battalions  and 
twenty-eight  fquadrons  fhall  be  quartered  there  as  they  are  at  the 
tnue  ot  ligning  this  convention,  and  fliall  not  be  recruited  under  any 
pretext,  or  augmented  in  any  cafe  j and  this  claufe  is  particularly 
guaranteed  by  the  Count  de  d^ynar  in  the  name  of  his  Danifli  Ma- 
jtfly. 

III.  Upon  the  reprefentatlon  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  that  the  army  and  the  detached  corps  cannot  both  re- 
tire under  Stade  in  eight-and  forty  hours,  agreeable  to  the  conven-, 
tion,  his  Excellency  the  Marefchal  Duke  de  Richelieu  hath  fignified, 
that  he  will  grant  them  proper  time,  provided  the  corps  encamped  at 
Buck  Schantz,  as  well  as  the  army  encamped  at  Bremen-worden,  be- 
gin their  marcli  to  retire  in  four-and-twenty  hours  after  figning  the 
convention.  The  time  neceflary  for  other  arrangements,  and  the 
execution  of  the  articles  concerning  the  refpeftive  limits,  /ball  be 
Ruled  between  Lieutenant-General  Sporcken,  and  the  Marquis  d§ 
\iilsmar,  firrt  Lieutenant-General  of  the  King’s  army. 

Done, 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

§ I.  ’1‘he  French  enter  the  VruJJtan  dominions^  where 
they  commit  great  dijorders.  § II.  Reflect  ions  on  the 
mijconducl  of  the  allied  army,  §111-  Ruffian  fleet 
blocks  up  the  R ruffian  ports  in  the  Baltick.  § IV, 
Ruffians  talce  MemeL  § V.  declaration  of  the  King 
of  Pruflia  on  that  occafion.  § VI.  Army  of  the  Em- 
pire raifed  with  difficulty.  § VII.  fhe  Auflrians 
take  Gabel.  § VIII.  And  deftroy  Zittau.  § IX. 
Fhe  Pi-ince  of  Pruflia  leaves  the  army.  § X.^  Com- 
munication,. between  England  and  Oflend  broke  oflf, 
Gueldres  capitulates,  § XI.  SkirmifJjes  between  the 
Pruflians  and  Auflrians.  And  bet-ween  the  Pruffians 
and  Ruffmns,  § XII.  Marefchal  Lehwald  attacks 
the  Ruffians  in  their  entrenchments  near  Norkitten. 
§ XIII.  Hafty  retreat  of  the  Ruffians  out  of  Prufltao 
§ XIV.  French  and  Imperialifls  take  Gotha,  § XV. 
Abfion  between  the  Pruffians  and  Auflrians  near  Goer- 
litz.  § XVI.  The  French  oblige  Prince  Ferdinand 
to  retire,  § XVII,  Berlin  laid  under  contribution 
by  the  Auflrians ; and  Leipzig  Jubjebied  to  military 
execution  by  the  Pruflians.  § XVIII.  Battle  of  Rffi- 
bach.  § XIX.  The  Auflrians  take  Schweidnitz ; 
and  defeat  the  Prince  of  Bevern  near  Breflaw, 
§ XX.  Marefchal  Keith  lays  B^femia  under  contri- 
bution, King  of  Pruflia  defeats  the  Auflrians  at 
Liffia  j retakes  Breflaw  and  Schweidnitz^  and  becomes 
rnafler  of  all  Silefia.  § XXL  Hoftiities  of  the 
Swedes  in  Pomerania,  § XXII.'  Marefchal  Leh- 
wald forces  the  Swedes  to  retire,  § XXIII.  Me- 
morial prejented  to  the  Butch  by  CoL  Torke^  relative 
to  Oflend  and  Nieiiport.  % XXIV.  King  of  Pruffids 
letter  to  the  King  of  Great -Britain,  His  Britannick 
Majeftys  declaration,  § XXV.  Bijputes  concerning 
the  convention  of  Clofter- Seven,  § XXVI.  Pro- 

gi'ejs  of  the  Hanoverian  army,  § XXVII.  Beath 
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cf  the  h^uem  of  Poland.  Pranjaolions  at  fen, 
§ XX  VI 11.  Fate  of  Captain  Death.  § XXIX.  Sef~ 
Jion  opened.  § XXX.  Supplies  granted.  ^XXXI. 
Funds  for  raijing  the  Jupplies.  § XXX II-  Fj'eJfage  ^ 
from  the  King  to  the  Floife  cf  .Commons.  § XXXIII. 

Second  treaty  vdth  the  King  cf  Prujfia,  § XXXIV. 
Bill  for  fortifyhig  Milfcrd-Haven.  Regulations  with 
refpeoi  to  corn.  % XXXV.  Bills  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  feamen^  and  for  explaining  the  militia  aSf. 
§ XXX VT.  A5l  for  repairing  Lcndcn- Bridge. 
§ XXXVII.  ASt  for  afcer tabling  the  qualification 
cf  voting.  % XXXVIII.  Bill  for  more  cffeAually 
manning  the  navy.  § XXXIX.  Amendments  in  the 
H Habeas- Corpus  aSf.  § Xli.  Scheme  in  favour  of 
the  Foundling  Hofpital.  § XLI.  Proceedings  relative 
to  the  African  Company.  ' § XLI  I.  Seffion  clojed. 
§ XLIII.  Vigorous  preparations  for  war.  Death 
of  the  Princefs  Caroline.  § XLIV.  Sea  engage- 
ment off  Cape  Franyois.  Remarkable  fuccefs  of  Cap- 
tain Foreft,  § XLV.  French  evacuate  Embden. 
Succefs  of  Adm.  Ofhorne.  French  fleet  driven  ajloore 
in  Bafqiie  road.  § XLV  I.  AAm.  BrodericV s Jhip 
burnt  at  flea,  § XLV  II.  Defcent  at  Cancalle-bay. 

§ XLV  I II.  Expedition  againft  Cherbourg.  % XLIX. 
Defcent  at  St.  Makes.  § L,  Englifb  defeated  at 
St.  Cas.  § LI.  Captures  from  the  enemy,  v § IJI. 
Clamours  of  the  Dutch  merchants^  on  account  of  the 
' capture  of  th  fir  jhip s.  § 1^1  II.  Pheir  famous  peti- 

tion to  the  States-Generaj 

B o o K ^ L H E Hanoverians  being  now  quite  fub- 
^ . JL  dued,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  French 

1757.  let  loofe  againft  the  King  of  Pruflia  by  this  treaty, 
Marefchal  I^icheliey  immediately  ordered  Lieute- 
nant-General Berchini  to  march  with  all  poflible 
expedition,  with  the  tx-oops  under  his  command,  to 
join  the  Prince  de  Soubife : the  gens-d’armes,  and 
other  troops  that  were  in  the  landgraviate  of  Hefie- 
Caftel,  received  the  fame  order  5 and  fixty  battalions 
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of  foot,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  horfe  belonging  chap. 
to  the  French  army,’ were  direfted  to  attack  the 
PrufTian  territories.  Marefchal  Richelieu  himfelf 
arrived  at  Brunfwick  on  the  fifteenth  of  September ; 
and  having,  in  a few  days  after,  aflembled  an  hun- 
dred and  ten  battalions,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty 
fquadrons,  with  an  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  near 
Wolfenbuttel,  he  entered  the  King  of  Pruffia's  do- 
minions with  his  army  on  the  27  th,  28th,  and  29th 
of  the  fame  month,  in  three  columns,  which  pene- 
trated into  Halberftadt  and  Brandcnburgh,  plunder- 
ing the  towns,  exacting  contributions,  and  com- 
mitting many  enormities,  at  which  their  General  is 
faid  m have  connived.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  returned  to  England,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  nth  of  O6tober,  and  Ihortly  after  re- 
figned  all  his  military  commands. 

§ IK  Had  the  allied  army,  after  the  battle  of 
Flaftenbeck,  marched  direflly  to  the  Leine,  as  it 
might  eafily  have  done,  and  then  taken  poft  on  the 
other  fide  of  Wolfenbuttel,  Halberftadt,  and  Magde- 
burg, it  might  have  waited  fecurely  under  the  can- 
non of  the  latter  place  for  the  junftion  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  forces;  inftead  of  which,  they  injudicioufly 
turned  off  to  the  Lower  Wefer,  retiring  fucceffively 
from  Hamelen  to  Nienburg,  Verden,  Rothenburgh, 
Buxtehude,  and  laftly  to  Stade,  where,  for  want  of 
fubfiftence  and  elbow-room,  the  troops  were  all 
made  prifoners  of  war  at  large.  They  made  a march 
of  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  be  cooped  up  in  a 
nook,  inftead  of  taking  the  other  route,  which  was 
only  about  an  hundred  miles,  and  would  have  led 
them  to  a place  of  fafety.  By  this  unaccountable  . . 
condud,  the  King  of  Pruffia  was  not  only  deprived 
of  the  affiftance  of  near  forty  thoufand  good  troops, 
which,  in  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  might  have 
put  him  upon  an  equality  with  the  French  and  the 
army  of  the  Empire ; but  alfo  expofed  to,  and  ac- 
tually invaded  by  his  numerous  enemies  on  all  fides, 
a infomuch 
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BOOK  infomiich  that  his  fituation  became  now  more  dan- 
gerous  than  ever;  and  the  fate  which  Teemed  to  have 
threatened  the  Emprefs  a few  months  before,  through 
liis  means,  was,  to  all  appearance,  turned  againft 
himfelf.  His  ruin  was  predicted,  nor  could  human 
prudence  fore  fee  how  he  might  be  extricated  from 
his  complicated  diftrefs ; for,  befides  the  invafion  of 
his  territories  by  the  French  under  the  Duke  de 
Richelieu,  the  Ruffians,  v/ho  had  m.ade  for  a long 
time  a dilatory  march,  and  Teemed  uncertain  of  their 
own  refolutions,  all  at  once  quickened  their  motions, 
and  entered  ducal  Pruffiia  under  IVfarefchal  Apraxin 
and  General  Fermor,  marking  their  progrefs  by 
every  inhumanity  that  unbridled  cruelty,  luft,  and 
rapine  can  be  imagined  capable  of  committing.  A 
large  body  of  Auflrians  entered  Silefia,  and  pene- 
trated as  far  as  Brcflau  : then,  turning  back,  they 
laid  fiege  to  the  important  fortrefs  of  Schweidnitz, 
tire  key  of  that  country.  A fecond  body  entered 
lAifatia,  another  quarter  of  the  Pruffian  territories, 
and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Zittau.  Twenty- 
two  thoufand  Swedes  penetrated  into  Pruffian  Pome- 
rania, took  the  towns  of  Anclam  and  Demmin,  and 
laid  the  whole  country  under  contribution.  The 
?.rmy  of  the  Empire,  reinforced  by  that  of  Prince 
Soubife,  after  many  delays,  was  at  lafl:  in  full  march 
to  enter  Saxony ; and  this  rnotion  left  the  Auftrians 
at  liberty  to  turn  the  greateft  part  of  their  forces  to 
the  redudfion  of  Silefia.  An  Auflrian  General,  pe- 
netrating tlirough  I.ufatia,  paffied  by  the  Pruffian 
armies,  and  fuddenly  prefenting  himfelf  before  the 
gates  of  Berlin,  laid  the  whole  country  under  contri- 
bution ; and  though  he  retired  on  the  approach  of  a 
body  of  Pruffians,  yet  he  Rill  found  means  to  inter- 
rupt the  communication  of  thefe  lafl  with  Silefia. 
The  Pruffians,  it  is  true,  exerted  themfelves  bravely 
on  all  Tides,  and  their  enemies  fed  before  thern; 
but  whilfl  one  body  was  purfuing,  another  gained  upon 
them  in  Tome  other  parr,  dffie  winter  approached, 

their 
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their  ftrength  decayed,  and  their  adverfaries  multi-  G H a p. 
plied  daily.  Their  King  harrafled,  and'  almoft  fpent._  , 
with  inceflant  fatigue  both  of  body  and  of  mind,  1757. 
was  in  a manner  excluded  from  the  Empire.  The 
greateft  part  of  his  dominions  were  either  taken  from 
him,  or  laid  under  contribution,  and  polTelfed  by  his 
enemies ; who  colle6ted  the  publick  revenues,  fat- 
tened on  the  contributions,  and  with  the  riches  which 
they  drew  from  the  eleftorate  of  Hanover,  and  other 
conquefts,  defrayed  the  expences  of  the  war ; and  by 
the  convention  of  Clofter- Seven  he  was  deprived  of 
his  allies,  and  left  without  any  affiftance  whatever,' 
excepting  what  the  Britilli  Parliament  might  think 
fit  to  fupply.  How  different  is  this  pi6iure  from 
that  which  the  King  of  Pruffia  exhibited  v/hen  he 
took  arms  to  enter  Saxony ! But,  in  order  to  form 
a clear  idea  of  thefe  events,  of  the  fituation  of  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  and  of  the  fteps  he  took  to  defeat 
the  defigns  of  his  antagonifts,  and  extricate  himfelf 
from  his  great  and  numerous  diftrefles,  it  will  be  pro- 
per now  to  take  a view  of  the  feveral  tranfa6lions  of 
his  enemies,  as  well  during  his  ftay  in  Bohemia,  as 
from  the  time  of  his  leaving  it,  down  to  that  which 
we  are  now  fpeaking  of. 

§ III.  Whilfl:  the  King  of  Pruffia  was  in  Bohemia, 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  ordered  notice  to  be  given  to 
all  makers  of  ffiips.  That  if  any  of  them  were  found 
affiifting  the  Pruffians,  by  the  tranfportation  of  troops, 
artillery,  and  ammunition,  they  ffiould  be  condemned 
as  legal  prizes : and’  her  fleet,  conflfling  of  fifteen 
men  of  war  and  frigates,  with  two  bomb-ketches, 
was  fent  to  block  up  the  Pruffian  ports  in  the  Bal- 
tick,  where  it  took  feveral  fliips  of  that  nation, 
which  were  employed  in  carrying  proviflons  and 
merchandife  from  one  ]')ort  to  another.  One  of 
thefe  fliips  of  war  appearing  before  Memel,  a town 
of  Poland,  but  fubjedl  to  Pruffia,  the  commiandant 
fent  an  officer  to  the  captain,  to  know  whether  he 
^ame  as  a friend  or  an  enemy  i to  which  interroga- 
tion 
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BOOK  tion  the  Ruffian  captain  replied.  That,  notwith- 
flanding  the  difpofitions  of  the  Emprefs  of  both  the 
Ruffias  were  fufficiently  known,  yet  he  would  further 
explain  them,  by  declaring  that  his  orders,  and  thofe 
of  the  other  Ruffian  commanders,  were,  in  conform 
mity  to  the  laws  of  war,  to  feize  on  all  the  Pruffiian 
veffiels  they  met  with  on  their  cruife.  Upon  which 
the  commandant  of  Memel  immediately  gave  orders 
for  pointing  the  cannon  to  fire  upon  all  Ruffiian  ffiips 
that  ffiould  approach  that  place. 

' § IV.  The  land-forces  of  the  Ruffians  had  now 

lingered  on  their  march  upwards  of  fix  months ; and 
it  was  pretty  generally  doubted,  by  thofe  who  were 
fuppofed  to  have  the  beft  intelligence,  whether  they 
ever  were  defigned  really  to  pafs  into  the  Pruffiian 
territories,  not  only  on  account  of  their  long  flay 
on  the  borders  of  Lithuania,  but  alfo  becaufe  feveral 
of  their  Coffiacks  had  been  feverely  puniffied  for 
plundering  the  v/aggons  of  fome  Pruffiian  peafants 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Courland,  and  the  damage  of 
the  peafants  compenfated  ',vith  money,  though  Ge- 
neral Apraxin’s  ai*my  was  at  the  fame  time  greatly 
diflreffed  by  the  want  of  provifions ; when,  on  a 
fudden,  they  quickened  their  motions,  and  fhowed 
/ they  were,  in  earnefl,  determined  to  accompliffi  the 
ruin  of  Pruffiia.  Their  firfl  a6l  of  hoftility  was  the 
attack  of  Memel,  which  furrendered : and  by  the 
articles  of  capitulation  it  was  agreed,  that  the  gar- 
rifon  ffiould  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of  war> 
after  having  engaged  not  to  ferve  againft  the  Em- 
prefs, or  any  of  her  allies,  for  the  fpace  of  one 
year. 

§ V.  His  Pruffiian  Majefly,  juflly  forefeeing  die 
great  enormities  that  were  to  be  expe6led  from  thefe 
favage  enemies,  who  were  unaccuflomed  to  make 
war,  except  upon  nations  as  barbarous  as  themfelves, 
who  looked  upon  war  only  as  an  opportunity  for 
plunder,  and  every  country  through  which  they  hap- 
pened to  march  as  their’s  by  right  of  conqueil,' 
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publiflied  the  following  declaration : — It  is  fuffi-  CHAP. 
ciently  known,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia,  after  the  , ^ 

example  of  his  glorious  predecefibrs,  has,  ever  fince 
his  accefijon  to  the  crown,  laid  it  down  as  a maxim 
to  feek  the  friendfliip  of  the  Imperial  Court  of  Ruf- 
fia,  and  cultivate  it  by  every  method.  His  Pruffian 
Maiefty  hath  had  the  fatisfadion  to  live,  for  fevera! 
fuccelTive  years,  in  the  ftrideft  harmony  with  the 
reigning  Emprefs ; and  this  happy  union  would  be 
ftill  fubfifting,  if  evil-minded  potentates  had  not 
broke  it  by  their  fecret  machinations,  and  carried 
things  to  fuch  a height,  that  the  minifters  on  both 
fides  have  been  recalled,  and  the  correfpondence 
broken  off.  However  melancholy  thefe  circum- 
fiances  might  be  for  the  King,  his  Majefty  was  ne- 
verthelefs  moft  attentive  to  prevent  any  thing  that 
might  increafe  the  alienation  of  the  Ruffian  Court. 

He  hath  been  particularly  careful,  during  the  dif- 
turbances  of  the  war  that  now  unhappily  rages,  to 
avoid  whatever  might  involve  him  in  a difference  ' 
with  that  Court,  notwithftanding  the  great  grievances 
he  had  to  alledge  againft  it  j and  that  it  was  pub- 
lickly  known  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  at  laft  drawn 
that  of  Ruffia  into  its  deftrudive  views,  and  made  it 
ferve  as  an  jnftrument  for  favouring  the  fchemes  of 
Auftria.  His  Majefty  hath  given  the  whole  world 
inconteftible  proofs,  that  he  was  under  an  indif- 
penfable  neceffity  of  having  recourle  to  the  meafures 
he  hath  taken  againft  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and 
Saxony,  who  forced  him  by  their  condud  to  take 
up  arms  for  his  defence.  Yet,  even  fince  things 
have  been  brought  to  this  extremity,  the  King  hath 
offered  to  lay  down  his  arms,  if  proper  feeurities 
Ihould  be  granted  to  him.  His  Majefty  hath  not 
negleded  to.expofe  the  artifices  by  which  the  Im- 
perial Court  of  Ruffia  hath  been  drawn  into  meafuresr 
ib  oppofite  to  the  Emprefs’s  fentiments,.  and  which 
would  excite  the  utmoft  indignation  of  that  great  • 
Princefs,  if  the  truth  coujd  be  pla^d  before  her 
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BOOK  without  dirguife.  The  King  did  more : he  fuggefted 
to  her  Imperial  Majefly  fufficient  means  either  to  ex- 


cufe  her  not  taking  any  part  in  the  prefent  war,  or 
to  avoid,  upon  the  jufteft  grounds,  the  execution  of 
thofe  engagements  which  the  Court  of  Vienna 
claimed  by  a manifeft  abufe  of  obligations,  which 
they  employed  to  palliate  their  unlawful  views.  It 
wholly  depended  upon  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  to  ex- 
tinguifh  the  flames  of  the  war,  without  unfheathing 
the  fword,  by  purfuing  the  meafures  fuggefted  by 
the  King.  This  conducft  would  have  immortalized 
her  reign  throughout  all  Europe.  It  would  have 
gained  her  more  lafting  glory  than  can  be  acquired 
by  the  greateft  triumphs.  The  King  finds  with  re- 
gret, that  all  his  precautions  and  care  to  maintain 
peace  with  the  Ruffian  empir.e  are  fruitlefs,  and  that 
the  intrigues  of  his  enemies  have  prevailed.  His 
Majefty  fees  all  the  confiderations  of  friendfliip  and 
good  neighbourhood  fet  afide  by  the  Imperial  Court 
of  Ruffiia,  as  well  as  the  obfervance  of  its  engage- 
ments with  his  Majefty.  He  fees  that  Court  march- 
ing its  troops  through  the  territories  of  a foreign 
Power,  and,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  in  or- 
der to  attack  the  King  in  his  dominions : and  thus 
taking  part  in  a war,  in  which  his  enemies  have  in- 
volved the  Ruffian  empire.  In  fuch  circumftances, 
the  King  hath  no  other  part  to  take,  but  to  employ 
the  power  which  God  hath  entrufted  to  him  in  de- 
fending himfelf,  protedling  his  fubjeds,  and  repelling 
every  unjuft  attack.  His  Majefty  will  never  lofe 
fight  of  the  rules  which  are  obferved,  even  in  the 
midft  of  war,  among  civilized  nations.  But  if,  con- 
trary to  all  hope  and  expedation,  thefe  rules  fhould 
be  violated  by  the  troops  of  Ruffiia,  if  they  commit 
in  the  King’s  territories  diforders  and  exceffies  dif- 
allowed  by  the  laws  of  arms,  his  Majefty  muft  not 
be  blamed  if  he  makes  reprifals  in  Saxony : and  if, 
inftead  of  that  good  order  and  rigorous  difeipline 
which  have  hitherto  been  obferved  by  his  army>  , 
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avoiding  all  forts  of  violence,  he  finds  himfelf  forced, 
contrary  to  his  inclination,  to  fufFer  the  provinces j 
and  fubjeds  of  Saxony  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  1757. 
manner  as  his  own  territories  fhall  be  treated.  As 
to  the  reft,  the  King  will  foon  publifli  to  the  whole 
world  the  futility  of  the  reafons  alledged  by  the  Im- 
perial Court  of  Ruffia  to  juftify  its  aggreftion ; and' 
as  his  Majefty  is  forced  upon  making  his  defence,  he 
has  room  to  hope,  with  confidence,  that  the  Lord  of 
hofts  will  blefs  his  righteous  arms ; that  he  will  dif- 
appoint  the  unjuft  enterprifes  of  his  enemies,  and 
grant  him  his  powerful  affiftance,  to  enable  him  to 
make  head  againft  them.” 

§ VI.  When  the  King  of  PrufTia  was  put  under 
the  ban  of  the  Empire,  the  feveral  Princes  who  com- 
pofe  that  body  were  required,  by  the  decree  of  the 
Aulick  Council,  as  we  obferved  before,  to  furnifh 
their  refpedtive  contingents  againft  him.  Thofe 
who  feared  him  looked  upon  this  as  a fair  oppor- 
tunity of  reducing  him ; and  thofe  who  ftood  in  awe 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  were,  through  neceflity, 
compelled  to  fupport  that  Power  which  they  dreaded. 

Eefides,  they  were  accuftomed  to  the  influence  of  a 
family,  in  which  the  Empire  had,  for  a long  time, 
been  in  a manner  hereditary ; and  were  alfo  intimi- 
dated by  the  appearance  of  a confederacy,  the  moft 
formidable,  perhaps,  that  the  world  had  ever  feen. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  all  this,  the  contingents,  both 
of  men  and  money,  were  colle6ted  flowly  ; the  troops 
were  badly  compofed ; and  many  of  thofe,  not  only 
of  the  Proteftant  Princes,  but  alfo  of  the  Catholicks, 

Ihowed  the  utmoft  reluflance  to  aCt  againft  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty,  which,  indeed,  none  of  them  would 
have  been  able  to  do,  had  it  not  been  for  the  af- 
'fiftance  of  the  French  under  the  Prince  de  Soubife. 

The  Eleflor- Palatine  loft  above  a thoufand  men  by 
defertion.  Four  thoufand  of  the  troops  belonging  to 
the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg  being  delivered  to  "the 
French  Commiflary  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June, 
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BOOK  were  immediately  reviewed;  but  the  review  was 
fcarcely  finirhed,  when  they  began  to  cry  aloud,  that 
they  were  fold.  Next  morning  thirty  of  them  de- 
ferted  at  once,  and  v/ere  foon  followed  by  parties  of 
twenty  and  thirty  each,  v/ho  forced  their  way  through 
the  detachments  that  guarded  the  gates  of  Stutgard, 
and  in,  the  evening  the  mutiny  became  general. 
They  fired  upon  the  officers  in  their  barracks,  and 
let  their  General  know,  that  if  he  did  not  immedi- 
ately withdraw,  they  would  put  him  to  death.  Mean 
while,  fome  of  the  officers  having  purfued  the  de- 
ferters,  brought  back  a part  of  them  prifoners,  when 
the  reft  of  the  foldiers  declared,  that  if  they  were  not 
immediately  releafed,  they  would  fet  fire  to  the  ftadt- 
houfe  and  barracks ; upon  which  the  prifoners  were 
fet  at  liberty  late  in  the  evening.  Next  morning  the 
foldiers  aftembled,  and  having  feized  fome  of  the 
officers,  three  or  four  hundred  of  them  marched  out 
of  the  town  at  a time,  with  the  mufick  of  the  regi- 
ments playing  before  them ; .and  in  this  manner  near 
three  thoufand  of  them  filed  off,  and  the  remainder 
were  afterwards  difeharged. 

§ VII.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  upon  his  leaving 
Bohemia,  after  the  battle  of  Kolin,  retired  towards 
Saxony,  as  we  obferved  before ; and  having  fent  his 
heavy  artillery  and  mortars  up  the  Elbe  to  Drefden, 
fixed  his  camp  on  the  banks  of  that  river,  at  Leic- 
meritz,  where  his  main  army  was  ftrongiy  en- 
trenched, whilft  Marefchal  Keith,  with  the  troops 
under  his  command,  encamped  on  the  oppofite 
Ihore;  a free  communication  being  kept  open  by 
means  of  a bridge.  At  the  fame  time  detachments 
were  ordered  to  fecure  the  paffes  into  Saxony.  As 
this  pofition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  prevented  the 
Auftrians  from  being  able  to  penetrate  into  Saxony 
by  the  way  of  the  Elbe,  they  moved,  by  flow  marches, 
into  the  circle  of  Buntzlau,  and,  at  laft,  with  a de- 
tachment commanded  by  the  Duke  d’Aremberg  and 
M.  Maeguire,  on  the  eighteenth  of  June  fell  fud- 
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evenly  upon,  and  took,  the  important  poft  at  Gabel,  chap. 
fituated  between  Boemifh-Leypa,  and  Zittau,  after  ^ ^ V, 
an  obftinate  defence  made  by  the  Prufilan  garrifon,  >757, 
tinder  Major-General  Putkammer,  confifting  of  four 
battalions,  who  were  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners 
of  war.  The  Auftrians  having  by  this  motion  gained 
a m.arch  towards  Lufatia,  upon  a corps  which  had 
been  detached  under  the  command  of  the  Prince  of 
PrufTia  to  watch  them,  his  Pruffian  Majefty  thought 
proper  to  leave  Leitmeritz  on  the  twentieth  in  the 
morning,  and  lay  that  night  at  Lickowitz,  a village 
oppofite  to  Leitmeritz,  of  which  a battalion  of  his 
troops  Hill  kept  poflfefiion,  while  the  reft  of  his  army 
remained  encamped  in  the  plain  before  that  place. 

IS’ext  morning,  at  break  of  day.  Prince  Henry 
decamped,  and  made  fo  good  a difpofition  for  his 
retreat,  that  he  did  not  lofe  a fingle  man,  though  he 
marched  in  fight  of  the  whole  body  of  Auftrian  irre- 
gulars. Fie  pafled  the  bridge  at  Leitmeritz,  after 
withdrawing  the  battalion  that  was  in  the  town  and 
having  burnt  the  bridge,  the  whole  army  united,  and 
made  a fmall  movement  towards  the  paftes  of  the 
mountains ; the  King  then  lying  at  Sulowitz,  near 
the  field  where  the  battle  of  Lowofehutz  was  fought 

O 

on  the  firft  of  Odober  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
heavy  baggage  was  fent  on  in  the  afternoon,  with  a 
proper  efcorte ; and  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty - 
fecond  the  army  marched  in  two  columns,  and  en- 
camped on  the  high  grounds  at  Lufechitz,  a little 
beyond  Lenai,  where  it  halted  the  twenty-third.  No 
attack  was  made  upon  the  rear-guard,  though  great 
numbers  of  Auftrian  huiTars,  and  other  irregulars, 
had  appeared  the  evening  before  within  cannon-fhot 
of  the  Pruffian  camp.  On  the  twenty-fourth  the 
army  marched  to  Nellendorf ; on  the  twenty-fifth  it 
encamped  near  Cotta,  on  the  twenty-fixth  near  Pirna, 
v/here  it  halted  the  next  day  5 and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  it  crofted  the  river  near  that  place,  and  entered 
lyufatia,  VN^here,  by  the  end  of  the  month,  it  en- 
camped at  Bautzen. 
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§ VI n.  The  King’s  army  made  this  retreat  with 
all  the  fuccefs  that  could  be  wifhed  j but  the  corps 
under  the  Prince  of  Pruffia  had  not  the  fame  good 
fortune : for  the  Auilrians,  immediately  after  their 
taking.Gabel,  fent  a ftrong  detachment  againft  Zit- 
tau,  a trading  town  in  the  circle  of  Upper- Saxony^ 
where  the  PrulTians  had  large  magazines,  and  a gar- 
rifon  of  fix  battalions,  and,  in  his  fight,  attacked  it 
with  uncommon  rage.  Paying  no  regard  to  the  in- 
habitants as  being  friends  or  allies,  but  determined 
to  reduce  the  place  before  the  King  of  Pruffia  could 
have  time  to  march  to  its  relief,  they  no  fooner  ar- 
rived before  it,  than  they  bombarded  and  cannonaded 
it  with  fuch  fury,  that  moll  of  the  garrifon,  finding 
themfelves  unable  to  refill,  made  their  efcape,  and 
carried  off  as  much  as  they  could  of  the  magazines, 
leaving  only  three  or  four  hundred  men  in  the  town, 
under  Colonel  Diricke,  to  hold  it  out  as  long  as 
poffible  i which  he  accordingly  did,  till  the  whole 
place  was  almoll  dellroyed.  The  cannonading  be- 
gan on  the  twenty- third  of  July,  at  eleven  in  the 
morning,  and  lalled  till  five  in  the  evening.  In  this 
fpace  of  time  four  thoufand  balls,  many  of  them  red 
hot,  w'ere  fired  into  this  unfortunate  city,  with  fo 
little  intermiffion,  that  it  was  foon  fet  on  fire  in 
feveral  places.  In  the  confufion  which  the  confla- 
gration produced,  the  Auilrians  entered  the  town, 
and  the  inhabitants  imagined  that  they  had  then  no- 
thing farther  to  fearj  and  that  their  friends  the 
Auilrians,  would  affill  them  in  extinguilhing  the 
flames,  and  faving  the  place : but  in  this  particular  their 
expectations  were  difappointed.  The  Pandours  and 
Sclavonians,  who  rulhed  in  with  the  regular  troops, 
rnade  no  dillindion  between  the  Pruffians  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  Zittau:  inllead  of  helping  to  quench  the 
fire  they  began  to  plunder  the  warehoufes  which  the 
flames,  had  not  reached  i fo  that  all  the  valuable  mer- 
chandize they  contained  was  either  carried  off  or  re- 
duced to  allies.  U pwards  of  fix  hundred  houfes,  and  al* 
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trioli  ail  the  piiblick  buildings,  the  cathedrals  of  St.C  H A P. 
John  and  St.  James,  the  orphan-houfe,  eight  par- 
fonage-houfes,  eight  Ichqols,  tlie  town-houfe,  and  ,7^7. 
every  thing  contained  in  it,  the  publick  weigh-houfe, 
the  prifon,  the  archives,  and  all  the  other  docu- 
ments of  the  tov/n- council,  tlie  plate,  and  other 
things  of  value,  prefented  to  the  town  from  time  to 
time  by,  the  Emperors,  Kings,  and  other  Princes 
and  Noblemen,  were  entirely  deilroyed,  and  more 
than  four  hundred  citizens  were  killed  in  this  alTault. 

Of  the  whole  town  there  was  left  ftanding  only  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  houfes,  tw'o  churches,  the 
council,  library,  and  the  fair-work.  Tlie  Queen  of 
Poland  was  fo  affedted  by  this  melancholy  account, 
that  fire  is  faid  to  have  fainted  away  upon  hearing  it. 

As  this  city  belonged  to  their  friend  the  King  of 
Poland,  the  Auftrians  thought  proper  to  publifn  an 
excufe  for  their  conducl,  aferibing  it  entirely  to  the 
necehity  they  were  under,  and  the  obftinate  defence 
made  by  the  Pruffian  garrifon.  But  what  excufes  can 
atone  for  fuch  barbarity  ? 

§ IX.  The  corps  under  the  Prince  of  Pruffia, 
which  had  been  witneffes-to  the  deftrudlion  of  this 
unhappy  place,  was,  by  the  King’s  march  to  Baut- 
zen, fortunately  extricated  from  the  danger  of  being 
furrounded  by  the  Auftrians,  who,  upon  his  Majefly’s 
approach,  retired  from  their  pofts  on  the  right. 

Soon  after  this  event  the 'Prince  of  Pruffia,  finding 
his  health  much  impaired  by  the  fatigues  of  the 
campaign*,  quitted  the  army,^  and  returned  to 

* This  was  the  reafon  tliat  was  puhlickly  afTIgned  for  his  quitting 
the  army  : but  a much  more  probable  one,  which  was  only  whifperecl, 
feems  to  have  been,  that  this  Prince,  than  wbom  none  ever  was  more 
remarkable  for  humanity  and  the  focial  virtues,  difliking  the  violent 
proceedings  of  the  King  his  brother,  could  not  refrain  from  expof- 
tulating  with  him  on  that  fubjeCf;  upon  which  h'is  Majeffy,  with  an 
air  of  great  difapprobation,  told  him,  “ That  the  air  of  Berlin  would 
be  better  for  him  than  that  of  the  camp.”  The  Prince  accordingly 
retired  to  Berlin,  where  he  died  foon  aftqr  j grief  and  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  his  brother,  and  tor  the  Iteps  taken  by  him,  having  no 
fmall  fliare  in  his  death, 
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Berlin.  In  the  • mean  time,  Marefchal  Keith,  who 
had  been  left  upon  the  frontier,  to  guard  the  paffes 
^ of  the  mountains  of  Bohemia,  arrived  at  Pirna, 
having  been  much  harralTed  in  his  march  by  the 
enemy’s  irregular  troops,  and  loft  fome  waggons  of 
provifions  and  baggage.  After  refting  a day  at 
Pirna,  he  purfued  his  march  through  Drefden  with 
twenty  battalions  and  forty  fquadrons,  and  encamped 
on  the  right  of  the  Elbe,  before  the  gate  of  the  new 
city,  from  whence  he  joined  the  King  between 
Bautzen  and  Goerlltz.  The  Pruflian  army,  now  re- 
aftembled  at  this  place,  amounted  to  about  fixty 
thoufand  men,  befides  twelve  battalions  and  ten 
fquadrons  which  remained  in  the  famous  camp  at 
Pirna,  under  the  Prince  of  Ahhalt-Deflau,  to  cover 
Drefden,  fecure  the  gorges  of  the  mountains^  and 
check  the  incurfions  of  the  Auftrian  irregulars,  with 
whom,  as  they  were  continually  flying  about  the 
fkirts  of  the  PruflTian  army,  as  well  in  their  encamp- 
ments as  on  their  marches,  almoft  daily  fkirmifties 
happened,  with  various  fuccefs.  Though  fbme  of 
thefe  encounters  were  very  bloody,  they  coft  the 
Pruftians  much  fewer  m^en  than  they  loft  by  defer- 
tion  fince  the  battle  of  Kolin.  The  reafon  feems  ob- 
. vious: — The  Pruflian  army  had  been  recruited  in 
times  of  peace,  from  all  parts  of  Germany;  and 
though  this  way  of  recruiting  may  be  very  proper 
in  fuch  times,  yet  it  cannot  be  expedted  to  anfwer  in 
a ftate  of  adlual  war,  efpecially  an  unfortunate  war : 
becaufe  the  fidelity  of  fuch  foldiers  can  never  be  fo 
much  depended  on  as  that  of  natives,  who  ferve  their 
natural  fovereign  from  principle,  and  not  merely  for 
pay,  and  who  muft  defert  their  country,  their  pare^nts, 
and  their  friends,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  defert 
their  prince. 

§ X.  It  will  be  proper  here  to  take  notice  of  fome 
events,  which  could  not  eafily  be  mentioned  before, 
without  breaking  through  the  order  we  have  propofed 
to  ourfelves  in  the  writing  of  this  hiftory, — The  Em- 
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prefs-Queen,  more  embittered  than  ever  againfl  the  chap. 
King  of  PrulTia  and  his  allies,  recalled  her  minifters,  ^ 

Count  Coloredo  and  Monf.  Zohern,  from  London, 
towards  the  beginning  of  July;  and  about  the  fame 
time  Count  Kaunitz,  great  Chancellor  of  the  Em- 
pire, informed  Mr.  Keith,  the  Britifh  minifter  at 
Vienna,  that  the  court  of  London,  by  the  fuccours 
it  had  given,  and  ftill  continued  to  give,  the  King 
of  Pruflia,  as  well  as  by  other  circumftances  relating 
to  the  prefent  Rate  of  affairs,  having  broken  the  fo- 
lemn  engagements  which  united  this  crown  with  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs-Queen 
had  thought  proper  to  recall  her  minifter  from  Eng- 
land, and  confequently  to  break  off  all  correlpond- 
ence.  Mr.  Keith,  in  purfuance  of  this  notice,  fee 
out  from  Vienna  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July;  as  did 
alfo  Mr.  Defrolles,  his  Britannick  Majefty’s  minifter 
at  the  court  of  Bruffels,  from  this  laft  place,  about 
the  fame  time.  On  the  feventh  of  July,  General 
Pifa,  commandant  of  Oftend,  Nieuport,  and  the 
maritime  ports  of  Flanders,  fent  his  adjutant  to  the 
Englifti  vice-conful  at  Oftend,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  to  tell  him,  that  by  orders  from  his  court 
all  communication  with  England  was  broke  off; 
and  defired  the  vice-conful  to  intimate  to  the  pacquet- 
boats  and  Britifli  fhipping  at  Oftend,  Bruges,  and 
Nieuport,  to  depart  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  not 
to  return  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  Emprefs-Queen 
till  further  difpofition  ftiould  be  made.  The  reafons 
alledged  by  the  court  of  Vienna  for  debarring  the 
fubjedts  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  from  the  ufe  of 
thefe  ports,  obtained  for  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  by  the 
arms  and  treafures  of  Great-Britain,  were,  That 
her  Imperial  Majefty,  the  Emprefs-Queen,  could 
not,  with  indifference,  fee  England,  inltead  of  giv- 
ing the  fuccours  due  to  her  by  the  moft  folemn 
treaties,  enter  into  an  alliance  with  her  enemy  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  and  adually  afford  him  all  manner 
of  affiftance,  affembling  armies  to  oppofe  thofe  which 
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the  moft  Chriftian  King,  her  ally,  had  fent  to  her 
aid,  and  fuffering  privateers  toexercife  open  violen  c 
in  her  roads,  under  the  cannon  of  her  ports  and 
Coafts,  v/ithout  giving  the  leaR  fatisfadtion  or  anfwer 
to  the  complaints  made  on  that  account;  and  the 
King  of  Great-Britain  Iiimfelf,  at  the  very  time  flae 
was  offering  him  a neutrality  for  Llanover,  publiih- 
ing  by  a meffage  to  his  parhament,  that  hie  had 
formed,  with  the  Moft  Chrifiian  King,  dangerous 
deOgns  againft  that  eleftorate  : therefore,  her  Ma- 
jefty,  defiTOus  of  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  her 
ports,  judged  it  expedient  to  give  the  forementioned 
orders ; and  at  the  fame  time  to  declare,  that  ftie 
could  no  longer  permit  a free  communication  be- 
tween her  fubjedls  and  the  Englifh,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  founded  upon  treaties  that  Great-Britain 
had,  without  fcruple,  openly  violated.”  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  orders,  the  Englifh  pacquet-boats, 
with  letters,  were  allowed  to  pafs  as  ufual  to  and 
from  Oftend ; the  Minifters  of  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jehy  wifely  confidering  how  good  a revenue  the 
poftage  of  Englifh  letters  brings  in  to  the  poft-office 
of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  Oftend  and  Nieuport, 
by  order  of  her  Imperial  Majefty,  received  each  of 
them  a French  garrifon  ; the  former  on  the  nineteenth 
of  July,  and  the  latter  the  next  day,  under  the  com- 
mand of  M.  de  la  Motte,  upon  whofe  arrival  the 
Auftrian  troops  evacuated  thofe  places ; though  the 
Emprefs-Queen  ftili  referved  to  herfelf,  in  both  of 
them,  the  full  and  free  exercife  of  all  her  rights  of 
fovereignty ; to  which  purpofe  an  oath  was  adrnini- 
ftered  to  the  French  commandant  by  her  Majefty’s 
niinifter-plenipotentiary  for  the  government  of  the 
Low  Countries.  At  the  fame  time,  their  Imperial 
and  Moft  Chriftiaq  Majefties  notified  to  the  magi- 
ftracy  of  Hamburgh,  that  they  mufe  not  admit  any 
Lnglifn  men  of  war,  or  tranfports,  into  their  port, 
on  pain  of  having  a French  garrifon  impofed  on 
The  city  of  Guelders,  which  had  been  blocked 
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i]p  by  the  French  ever  fince  the  beginning  of  flim-  c H A.  P., 
iner,  was  forced  by  famine  to  capitulate  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  Aiiguft,  and  the  garrifon  marched 
out  with  all  the  honours  of  war,  in  order  to  be  con- 
du6led  to  Berlin : but  fo  many  of  them  deferted, 
that  when  they  pafied  by  Cologn,  the  whole  garrifon 
confifted  only  of  the  commandant,  and  forty-feveh 
men.  By  the  furrender  of  this  place  the  whole  coun-i 
try  lay  open  to  the  French  and  their  allies  quite  up 
to  Magdebourg;  and  the  Emprefs-Qiieen  immedi- 
ately received  tv/o  hundred  thoufand  crow^ns  from  the 
revenues  of  Cleves  and  La  Marcke  alone. 

§ XL  To  return  to  the  affairs  more  immediately 
relating  to  the  King  of  Pruffia.  The  advanced  polls 
of  the  Prince  of  Anhalt-DelTau  at  Pirna  were  attacked 
on  the  tenth  of  Auguft  by  a body  of  huffars,  and 
other  irregular  troops  of  the  Auilrians;  but  the 
Pruffians  foon  obliged  them  to  retire,  with  the  lofs 
of  feveral  men  and  two  pieces  of  cannon.  On  the 
nineteeth  of  the  fame  month,  ea>ly  in  the  morning, 
a great  number  of  Auftrian  Pandours  furrounded  a 
little  town  called  Gotliebe,  in  which  a Pruffian  gar- 
rifon was  quartered,  with  a defign  to  take  it  by  fur- 
prife.  The  Pandours  attacked  it  on  all  fides,  and 
in  the  beginning  killed  twenty-three  Pruffians,  and 
wounded  many ; but  the  Pruffiians  having  rallied, 
repulfed  the  affailants  with  great  lofs.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, were  but  a fort  of  preludes  to  much  more  deci- 
five  a6lions  which  happened  foon  after.  Silefia, 
which  had  hitherto  been  undillurbed  this  year,  be- 
gan now  to  feel  the  effefls  of  war.  Baron  Jahnus, 
an  Auftrian  colonel,  entering  that  country  with  only 
an  handful  men,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Hirfchberg, 
Waldenberg,  Gottefburg,  Frankenftein,  and  Lad- 
fliut.  They  were,  indeed,  but  open  places,  and  he 
was  repulfed  in  an  attempt  upon  Strigau.  On  the 
fide  of  Franconia  the  army  of  the  empire  was  affiem- 
bling  with  all  fpeed,  under  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Hild- 
burghaufen  3 the  French  were  marching  a fecond 
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army  from  their  interior  provinces  into  Alface,  in 
order  to  join  the  Imperialifts  : the  firft  divifion  of 
their  troops  had  already  entered  the  empire,  and  were 
advanced  as  far  as  Hanaii.  The  Swedes  were  now 
preparing,  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  to  fend  a 
numerous  army  into  Pomerania  j and  the  Ruffians, 
who,  fince  the  taking  of  Memel,  had  not  done  the 
King  of  Pruffiia  much  damage,  befides  that  of  oblig- 
ing him  to  keep  an  army  in  Pruffiia  to  oppofe  them, 
and  interrupting  the  trade  of  Konigfberg  by  their 
Iquadrons,  were  again  advancing  with  hafty  ftrides 
towards  Pruffiia,  marking  their  fteps  with  horrid  defo- 
lation.  Field-Marefchal  Lehwald,  who  had  been 
left  in  Pruffiia,  with  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men, 
to  guard  that  kingdom  during  the  abfence  of  his 
mafter,  was  encamped  near  Velau,  when  the  Ruffiians, 
to  the  number  of  eighty  thoufand,  after  taking  Me- 
me],  advanced  againft  the  territories  of  the  Pruffiian 
King,  whofe  fituation  now  drew  upon  him  the  atten- 
tion of  all  Europe.  In  the  night  between  the  feventh 
and  eighth  of  Auguft,  Colonel  Malachowfti,  one  of 
Marefchal  Lehwald’s  officers,  marched  to  recon- 
noitre the  pofition  of  the  enemy,  when  a Ikirmifh 
happened,  which  lafled  near  tw^o  hours,  between  his 
advanced  ranks  and  a Riiffiian  detachment,  three 
times  ftronger  than  the  Pruffiians.  The  Ruffiians 
were  repulfed,  and  fled  into  the  woods,  after  having 
fifty  men  killed,  and  a great  number  w^ounded. 
The  Pruffiians  loft  but  one  man,  and  had  fourteen 
wounded. 

§ XII.  Several  other  little  fkirmifhes  happened  be- 
tween ftraggling  parties  of  the  two  armies  ; and  the 
Ruffiians  went  on  pillaging  and  laying  wafte  'every 
tiling  before  them,  till  at  length  the  two  armies  hav- 
ing  approached  one  another  in  Brandenburgh-Pruffiia, 
Marefchal  Lehw’ald,  finding  it  impoffiible  to  fpare 
detachments  from  fo  fmall  a number  as  his  was, 
compared  to  that  of  the  enemy,  to  cover  the  wretched 
inhabitants  from  the  outrages  committed  on  them 
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by  the  Ruffian  Coffacks,  and  other  barbarians  be-  chap. 
longing  to  them,  judged  it  abfolutely  neceffiary  to  j 

attack  their  main  army,  and  accordingly,  not  with-  ''^57. 
{landing  his  great  difadvantage  in  almoft  every  re- 
{j^edl,  he  refolved  to  hazard  a battle  on  the  thirtieth 
of  Auguft.  The  Ruffians,  confifting,  as  we  before 
obferved,  of  eighty  thoufand  regulars,  under  the 
command  of  Marefchal  Apraxin,  avoiding  the  open 
field,  were  entrenched  in  a mod  advantageous  camp 
near  Norkitten,  in  Pruffiia.  Their  army  was  com- 
pofed  of  four  lines,  each  of  which  was  guarded  by  an 
entrenchment,  and  the  whole  was  defended  by  two 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  batteries  being  placed 
upon  all  the  eminences.  Marefchal  Lehwald’s  army 
fcarcely  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  men.  The 
a6lion  began  at  five  in'  the  morning,  and  was  car- 
ried on  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  the  Pruffians  en- 
tirely broke  the  whole  firft  line  of  the  enemy,  and 
forced  all  their  batteries.  The  Prince  of  Holftein- 
Gottorp,  brother  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment  of  dragoons,  routed  the  Ruffian 
cavalry,  and  afterwards  fell  upon  a regiment  of 
grenadiers,  which  was  cut  to  pieces ; but  when  the 
Pruffians  came  to  the  fecond  entrenchment,  Mare- 
fchal Lehwald,  feeing  that  he  could  not  attempt  to 
carry  it  without  expofing  his  army  too  much,  took 
the  refolution  to  retire.  The  Pruffians  returned  to 
, their  former  camp  at  Velau,  and  the  Ruffians  re- 
mained in  their  prefent  fituation.  The  lofs  of  the 
Pruffians  little  exceeding  two  thoufand  killed  and 
wounded,  was  immediately  replaced  out  of  the  dif- 
ciplined  militia.  The  Ruffians  loft  a much  greater 
number.  General  Lapuchin,  w’as  wounded  and 
taken  prifoner,  with  a colonel  of  the  Ruffian  artil- 
lery, but  the  former  was  fent  back  on  his  parole. 

The  Pruffian  army  had,  at  firft,  made  themfelves 
matters  of  above  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  but  were 
afterwards  obliged  to  abandon  them,  with  eleven  of 
their  own,  for  want  of  carriages.  Three  Ruffian 
^ Generals 
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Generals  were  killed ; but  the  PrufTiaxUS  lofu  no 
Genera]  or  officer  of  dillindlion,  of  which  rank 
Count  Dohna  was  the  only  one  that  was  wounded. 

§ XIII.  After  this  engagement,  Marefchal  Leh- 
wald  changed  the  pofition  of  his  army,  bv  drawing 
towards  Peterfwald  ; and  the  Ruffians,  after  remain- 
ing quite  inadtive  till  the  thirteenth  of  September) 
on  a fudden,  to  the  g'-eat  fnrprize  of  every  one  re- 
treated out  of  Pruffia,  with  fiich  precipitation,  that 
they  left  all  their  fick  and  wounded  behind  them, 
to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  thoufand  men, 
together  v/ith  eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a conffi 
derable  part  of  their  military  ftores.  Marefchal 
Apraxin  maffied  his  defign  by  advancing  all  his 
irregulars  towards  the  Pruffiian  army ; fo  that  Ma- 
refchal Lehwald  was  not  informed  of  it  till  the  third 
day,  when  he  detached  Prince  George  of  Holflein 
with  ten  thoufand  horfe  to  purfue  them ; but  with 
little  hopes  of  coming  up  with  them,  as  they  made 
forced  marches,  in  order  to  be  the  fooner  in  their 
own  country.  Plowever,  the  Pruffiians  took  fome 
of  them  prifoners,  and  many  ftragglers  were  killed 
by  the  country  people  in  their  flight  towards  I'iiflr, 
which  they  abandoned,  though^ they  Hill  kept  Me- 
mel,  and  ffiortly  after  added  fome  new  fortifications 
to  that  place.  They  made  tlieir  retreat  in  two  co- 
iumins,  one  of  which  direcled  its  courfc  towards 
Memel ; while  the  other  took  the  nearefl  way 
through  the  bailiwick  of  Abflernen,  and  threw 
bridges  over  the  river  Jura.  Both  columns  burnt 
every  village  they  pafled  through  vdchout  diflinc- 
tion.  The  Prufflans  were  obliged  to  defifl:  from 
the  purfuit  of  thefe  barbarians,  becsmfe  the  bridges 
tlirown  over  the  river  Memel  had  been  deftroyed  by 
the  violence  of  the  flream.  The  Ruffian  army  fuf- 
fered  greatly  for  want  of  bread,  as  all  the  countries 
were  ruined  through  which  it  pafled,  fo  that  they 
could  procure  no  fort  of  fubflflence  but  lierbage  and 
rye-bread.  All  the  roads  were  flrewed  with  dead 

bodies 
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bodies  of  men  and  horfes.  The  real  caiife  of  this  chap. 
fiidden  retreat  is  as  great  a myilery  as  the  reafon  of 
flopping  fo  long,  the  year  before,  on  the  borders  of  ,^^7. 
Lithuania ; though  the  occafion  of  it  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  ilinefs  cf  the  Czarina,  who  was  feized  with 
a kind  of  apopleftick  fit,  and  had  made  fome  new 
regulations  in  cafe  of  a vacancy  cf  the  throne,  which 
rendered  it  expedient  that  the  regular  forces  fiiould 
be  at  hand,  to  fupport  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
government.  - - 

^ XIV.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  after  remaininp- 
for  fomie  time  encamped  betv,^een  Bautzen  and  Goer- 
litz,  removed  his  head-quarters  to  Bcrnftedel ; and 
on  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft  his  army  came  in  fight 
of  the  Aufti-ian  camp5  and  within  cannon  fhot  of  it : 
upon  which  the  Auftrians  ftruck  their  tents,  and 
drew  up  in  order  of  battle  before  their  camp.  The 
King  formed  his  army  over  againd  them,  and  im- 
mediately went  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  between 
the  arnfies ; but,  as  it  was  then  late,  he  deferred 
the  more  exadl  examination  of  that  circumftance 
till  the  next  day.  The  two  armies  continued  under 
arms  all  night.  Next  morning,  at  break  of  day, 
the  King  found  the  Auftrians  encamped  with  their 
right  at  the  river  Weifle  5 the  reft  of  their  army  ex- 
tended along  a rifing  ground,  at  the  foot  of  a moun- 
tain covered  with  wood,  which  protedled  their  left, 
and  before  their  front,  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  on 
which  they  were  drawn  up,  was  a fmall  brook, 
paftable  only  in  three  places,  and  for  no  more  than 
four  or  five  men  a-breaft.  Towards  the  left  of  their 
army  w^as  an  opening,  where  three  or  four  battalions 
might  have  marched  in  front : but  behind  it  they 
had  placed  three  lines  of  infantry,  and  on  a hill 
wTich  flanked  this  opening,  within  mufket-fliot, 
wore  placed  four  thoufand  foot,  with  forty  or  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon  i fo  that,  in  reality,  this  w^as  the 
ftrongeft  part  of  their  camp.  The  King  left  nothing 
undone  to  bring  the  Auftrians  to  a'  battle  j but 
% finding 
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BOOK  finding  them  abrolutely  bent  on  avoiding  it,  after 

^ . lying  four  days  before  them,  he  and  his  army  re- 

,.737.  turned  to  their  camp  at  Bernftedel.  They  were 
followed  by  fome  of  the  enemy’s  Huflars  and  Pan- 
doiirs,  who,  however,  had  not  the  fatisfadlion  to 
take  the  fmalleft  booty  in  this  retreat.  The  Au- 
ifrian  army,  which  thus  declined  engaging,  was,  by 
their  own  account,  an  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
flrong,  more  than  double  the  number  of  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  wiio,  the  day  he  returned  to  Bernfledel, 
after  he  had  retired  about  two  thoufand  yards,  again 
drew  up  his  army  in  line  of  battle,  and  remained  fo 
upwards  of  an  hour,  but  not  a man  ftirred  from  the 
Auftrian  camp.  The  army  of  the  Empire,  com^ 
manded  by  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Hildburghaufen, 
and  that  of  the  French  under  the  Prince  de  Soubife, 
making  together  about  fifty  thoufand  men,  half  of 
which  w'ere  French,  had  by  this  time  joined,  and 
advanced  as  far  as  Erjurth  in  Saxony ; upon  which 
his  Pruflian  Majefty,  finding  that  all  his  endeavours 
could  not  bring  the  Auftrians  to  an  engagement,  fet 
out  from  Lufatia,  accompanied  by  Marefchal  Keith, 
with  fixteen  battalions  and  forty  fquadrons  of  his 
troops,  and  arrived  at  Drefden  on  the  twenty- ninth 
of  Auguft,  leaving  the  reft  of  the  army  in  a ftrong 
camp,  under  the  Prince  of  Bevern.  With  this  de- 
tachment, which,  by  the  jundion  of  feveral  bodies 
of  troops,  amounted  to  about  forty  thoufand  men, 
he  made  a quick  march,  by  the  way  of  Leipfig, 
towards  Erfurth,  to  give  battle  to  the  united  arnny 
of  the  French  and  the  Empire.  But  by  the  time 
he  arrived  at  Erfurth,  which  was  on  the  fourteenth 
of  September,  the  enemy  had  retreated  towards 
Gotha ; and  upon  his  further  approach,  theymetired 
to  Eyefenach,  where  they  entrenched  themfelves  in 
a very  ftrong  camp.  His  Majefty’s  head-quarters 
were  at  Kirfchlaben,  near  Erfurth.  While  the  two 
armies  were  thus  fituated,  Major-General  Seydelitz, 
who  occupied  the  town  of  Gotha,  being  informed, 
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on  the  nineteenth,  that  a large  body  of  the  enemy  chap. 
was  coming  towards  him,  and  that  it  confifted  of,^  , 
two  regiments  of  Auftrian  huflars,  one  regiment  of  1757. 
French  huflars,  and  a detachment  made  iipofFrench 
grenadiers,  troops  of  the  army  of  the  Empire,  and 
d great  number  of  Croats  and  Pandours,  retired, 
and  polled,  himfelf  at  fome  diftance.  The  enemy 
immediately  took  poATelTion  of  the  town  and  caflle  5 
but  General  Seydelitz,  having  been  reinforced,  at- 
tacked the  enemy  with  fuch  vigour,  that  he  foon 
obliged  them  to  abandon  this  mew  conqueft,  and  to 
retire  with  great  precipitation ; a report  having  been 
fpread,  that  the  PruflTian  army  was  advancing  againfl; 
them,  with  the  King  himfelf  in  perfon.  The  Pruf- 
fian  huflTars  took  a confiderable  booty  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  General  Seydelitz  fent  prifoners  to  the 
camp  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  three  Majors,  four' 
Lieutenants,  and  fixty-two  foldiers  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  alfo  about  an  hundred  and  thirty  killed. 

After  this  adlion  his  PrulTian  Majefty  advanced  near 
Eyefenach,  wdth  a delign  to  attack  the  combined 
army ; but  they  were  fo  ilrongly  entrenched  that  he 
found  it  imprafticable.  His  provifions  falling  fhort, 
he  was  obliged  to  retire  towards  Erfurth,  and  foon 
after  to  Naumburgh  on  the  river  Sala ; whereupon 
the  combined  army  marched,  and  again  took  pof- 
feflion  of  Gotha,  Erfurth,  and  Weiman:  which  lafl: 
place,  however,  they  foon  after  quitted. 

§ XV.  Upon  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  leaving  Bern- 
lledel,  the  Auftrians  took  pofTefTion  of  it  on  the  fixth 
of  September,  and  made  prifoners  a PrulTian  batta- 
lion v/hich  had  been  left  there.  The  next  day  fifteen 
thoufand  Aullrians  attacked  two  battalions  of  Gene- 
ral W interfield's  troops,  being  part  of  the  Prince  of 
Bevern’s  army,  who  were  polled  on  a high  ground 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Neifs,  near  HennerfdorfF, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Goerlitz  ; and,  after  being 
repulfed  feveral  times,  at  lafl:  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  the  eminence.  The  lofs,  in  this  a6lion,  was 

confiderable 
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Book  confideruble  on  both  fides,  but  greatefl  on  the  part 
_ of  the  Prufiians,  not  fo  much  by  the  number  of  their 
flain,  which  fcarcely  exceeded  that  of  the  Auftrians, 
as  by  the  death  of  their  brave  General  Winterfieid, 
who,  as  he  was  leading  up  fuccours  to  the  battalions 
.that  were  engaged,  received  a fliot  trom  a cannon, 
of  which  he  died  the  night  following.  I'he  Generals 
J^adafti  and  Clericl,  Count  d’Arberg,  Colonel  El- 
rickhaufen,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  diOiindlion, 
were  wounded,  and  the  young  Count  of  Groelbeck 
and  the  Marquis  d’Afque  killed,  on 'the  fide  of  the 
Auftrians,  who  took  fix  pieces  of  the  PrulTian  can- 
non, fix  pair  of  their  colours,  and  made  General 
Kemeke,  the  Count  d’Anhalt,  and  fome  other  offi- 
cers, prifoners.  After  this  Ikirmifli,  the  Prince  of 
Bevern,  with  the  PrulTian  army  under  his  command, 
retreated  from  Goerlitz  to  Rothenberg,  then  pafled 
the  Queifs  at  Sygerfdorff,  from  whence  he  marched 
to  Buntzlau,  in  Silefia,  and  on  the  firft  of  Odlober 
reached  Brellau,  without  fuffering  any  lofs,  though 
the  nujnerous  army  of  the  Auftrians  followed  him 
for  fome  days.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  chofe  a 
very  ftrong  camp  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Oder,  in 
order  to  cover  the  city  of  Breftau,  to  the  fortiftca- 
tions  of  which  he  immediately  added  feveral  new 
works.  Though  neither  fide  had  any  very  fignal 
advantage  in  this  engagement,  more  than  that  the 
Auftrians  remained  mafters  of  the  field,  yet  great 
rejoicings  were  made  at  Vienna  on  account  of  it. 
The  death  of  General  Winterfieid  was,  indeed,  an 
irreparable  lofs  to  his  Pruftian  Majefty,  who  received 
at  the  lame  time  the  news  of  this  misfortune,  and  of 
the  Swedes  having  now  adlually  begun  hoftilities  in 
Pomerania. 

§ XVI.  A body  of  the  French,  who,  let  loofe 
againft  the  King  ot  PrufTia,  by  the  ever-memorable 
and  ftiameful  convention  of  Clofter-Seven,  had 
entered  the  territories  of  Halberftadt  and  Magde- 
burgh,  were  worfted  at  Eglen  by  a party  of  fix  hun- 
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dred  men^  under  the  command  of  Count  Horn,  c li  A 
whom  Prince  Ferdinand  ofBrunfwick  had  detached 
fmm  a body  of  troops  with  which  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jelly  had  fent  him  to  defend  thofe  countries.  The 
PrulTians  took  prifoners  the  Count  of  Lufignan, 

Colonel,  eighteen  other  French  officers,  and  four 
hundred  foldiers,  and  made  themfelves  mailers  of  a 
confiderable  booty  in  baggage,  &c.  with  the  lofs  of 
only  two  men ; and,  moreover,  a French  officer 
and  forty  men  were  made  prifoners  at  Halberftadt. 

Upon  this  check  the  French  evacuated  the  country 
of  Halberftadt  for  a little  while,  but  returning  again 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  with  a confider-  ^ 

able  reinforcement  from  Marefchai  Richelieu’s  army, 

. which  he  now  could  eafily  fpare.  Prince  Ferdinand 
was  obliged  to  retire  to  VVinlleben,  near  the  city  of 
Magdeburgh.  The  dangers  which  had  been  hitherto 
kept  at  a dillance  from  the  Pruffian  doipinions,  by 
the  furprifmg  adlivity  of  their  King,  now  drew  nearer 
and  menaced  them  on  all  fides.  Marefchai  Riche  - 
lieu, with  eighty  battalions  and  an  hundred  fqua* 
drons,  entered  the  country  of  Halberftadt,  and  le- 
vied immenfe  contributions ; wffiilft  the  allied  army 
of  the  French  and  Imperialifts,  being  joined  by  fix 
thoufand  men  under  General  Laudohn,  who  had  juft ' 
defeated  a regiment  of  Pruffian  cavalry  near  Erfurth, 
marched  to  Weiftenfeis,  a city  in  the  very  centre  of 
Thuringia.  The  Swedes  had  a6lually  taken  fome 
towns  in  Pomerania,  and  were  advancing  to  befiege 
Stetin,  and  the  Auftrians,  who  had  made  themfelves 
mailers  of  Lignitz,  and  a confiderable  part  of  Sile- 
fia,  had  now  laid  fiege  to  Schweidnitz,  and  were  • 
preparing  to  pafs  the  Oder,  in  order  to  attack  the 
Prince  of  Bevern  in  his  camp  near  Brellau.  In  the 
mean  time,  they  made  frequent,  and  always  deftruc- 
tive  incurfions  into  Brandenburgh  ; to  oppofe  which 
his  Pruffian  Majefty  ordered  detachments  from  all 
his  regiments  in  thofe  parts  to  join  the  militia  of  the 
country,  and  fent  the  Prince  of  Anhalt-Deffau  from 

Leipfig, 


192  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  Leipfigj  ‘with  a body  of  ten  thoufand  men,  to  guard 
Berlin,  whilft  he  himfelf  marched  with  the  troops 

^ 3757  command  to  Interbeck,  on  the  frontier  of 

the  Lower  Lufatia,  to  be  the  more  at  hand  to  cover 
Brandenbiirgh,  and  preferve  the  communication  with 
Silefia. 

§ XVII.  While  thefe  precautions  were  taking, 
General  Haddick,  with  fifteen  or  fixteen  thoufand 
Auftrians,  entered  Brandenburgh  on  the  fixteenth 
of  06lober,  and  the  next  day  arrived  before  Ber- 
lin, of  which  city  he  demanded  a contribution  of  fix 
hundred  thoufand  crowns,  but  contented  himfelf 
with  two  hundred  and  ten  thoufand.  The  Auftrians 
pillaged  two  of  the  fuburbs,  but  before  they  could 
do  any  further  mifchief  they  were  obliged  to  retire 
in  great  hafte,  at  the  approach  of  the  Prince  of 
Anhalt-Defifau,  whofe  vanguard  entered  the  city  in 
the  evening  of  their  departure.  This  alarm,  how- 
ever, obliged  the  Queen  and  the  royal  family  of 
Pruflia  to  remove  to  Magdeburgh  on  the  twenty- 
third  ; and  the  moft  valuable  records  were  fent  to 
the  fort  of  Spandaii,  at  the  conflux  of  the  Havel 
and  the  Sphre.  On  the  other  hand,  the  unfortu- 
nate inhabitants  of  Leipzig  now  felt  moft  feverely 
the  cruel  efFedts  of  the  power  of  their  new  mafter. 
The  Pruflran  commandant  in  that  city  had,  by  or- 
der of  the  King,  demanded  of  them  three  hundred 
thoufand  crowns,  a fum  far  greater  than  it  was  in 
their  power  to  raife.  This  truth  they  reprefented, 
but  in  vain.  The  fhort  time  allowed  them  to  fur- 
nifli  their  contingents  being  expired,  and  all  their 
efforts  to  comply  with  this  demand  having  proved 
ineffedlual,  they  were  fubjeded  to  the  rigours  of 
military  execution ; in  confequence  of  which  their 
houfes  were  occupied  by  the  foldiery,  who  feized 
upon  the  beft  apartments,  and  lived  at  diferetion ; 
but  the  fum  demanded  could  not  be  found.  Such 
was  the  fituation  of  this  diftreffed  city,  when,  on 
the  fifteenth  of  Odober,  an  exprefs  arrived,  with 
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advice  that  his  Prufiian  Majefty  would  foon  be  there  j 
and  accordingly  he  arrived  a few  minutes  after,  at- 
tended by  his  life-guards.  At  the  fame  time,  a 
rumour  was  fpread  that  the  city  would  be  delivered 
up  to  pillage,  which  threw  the  inhabitants  inm  the 
utmoft  .confternation.  Their  fears,  however,  in 
that  refpedt  were  fooil  abated,  by  his  Majefty’s  de- 
claring, that  he  was  willing  to  fpare  the  place,  upon 
condition  that  half  the  fum  required  Ihould  be  im- 
mediately paid.  All  that  could  be  done  was  to 
colle61:  among  the  merchants,  traders,  and  others, 
fifty  thoufand  crowns;  bills  of  Exchange  were  drawn 
upon  Amfterdam  and  London  for  feventy  thoufand 
Crowns,  and  hoftages  were  given,  by  way  of  fecu- 
rity  for  the  payment  of  thirty  thoufand  more  within 
a time  which  was  agreed  on.  But  ftill,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  the  military  execution  was  continued, 
even  with  greater  rigour  than  before,  and  all  the 
comfort  the  wretched  inhabitants  could  obtain  was, 
that  it  fhould  ceafe  whenever  advice  fliould  be  re- 
ceived that  their  bills  were  accepted. 

§ XVIII.  -The  King  of  Pruffia  had  tried  feveral 
times  to  bring  the  combined  army  under  the  Princes 
Saxe-Hildburghaufen  and  Soubife  to  an  eno-asement 
upon  fair  ground ; but  finding  them  bent  on  decli- 
ning it,  notwithftanding  the  fuperiority  of  their 
numbers,  he  had  recourfe  to  one  of  thofe  ftrokes  in 
war,  by  which  a General  is  better  feen  than  by  the 
gaining  of  a vidory.  He  made  a feint,  loon  after 
the  beginning  of  Obtober,  as  if  he  intended  nothing 
more  than  to  fecure  his  own  dominions,  and  march 
his  army  into  winter-quarters  back  to  Beilin,  leaving 
Marefchal  Keith,  with  only  feven  or  eight  thoufand 
men,  to  defend  Leipzig.  Upon  this  the  enenay 
took  courage,  pafied  the  Sala,  and  having  marched 
up  to  the  city,  fummoned  the  Marefchal  to  furren- 
der ; to  which  he  anfwered.  That  the  Kiiif’-,  his 
mafter,  had  ordered  him  to  defend  the  place  to  the, 
lall  extremity,  and  he  would  obey  his  oilers.  The 
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BOOK  enemy  then  thought  of  befieging  the  city : buty 
^before  they  could  prepare  any  one  implement  for 
purpofe,  they  were  alarmed  by  the  approach  of 
the  King  of  Prufha,  who,  judging  that  his  feint 
would  probably  induce  them  to  take  the  ftep  they 
did,  had,  by  previous  and  private  orders,  colle61:ed 
together  all  his  diftant  detachments,  fome  of  which 
were  twenty  leagues  afunder,  and  was  advancing,  by 
long  marches,  to  Leipzig  ; upon  notice  of  which 
the  enemy  repafled  the  Sala.  The  PrulTian  army 
was  re-afiembled  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  Oftober, 
and  remained  at  Leipzig  the  twenty-eighth  and 
twenty-ninth,  when  every  body  expedled  a battle 
would  be  fought  in  the  plains  of  LAitzen.  On  the 
thirtieth,  the  King  drew  nigh  that  place,  and  on 
tlie  tliirty-firfl,  in  his  way  through  Weihenfels  and 
Merefl:)Ourg,  he  made  five  hundred  men  prifoners 
of  war.  I'he  combined  army  Iiad  repafied  the  Sala 
at  Weifienfels,  Mercfl'iourg,  and  Halle,  where  they 
broke  down  the  bridges,  but  thefe  were  loon  re- 
paired, and  the  whole  Prufiian  army,  amounting  to 
no  more  than  twenty  thoufand  men,  having  pafied 
that  river,  through  thefe  towns,  in  each  of  which 
they  left  a battalion,  joined  again  on  the  third  of 
November,  in  the  evening,  over-againR  the  enemy, 
whofe  forces  confilled  of  forty  thoufand  French,  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  Imperialifls.  On  the  fifth, 
about  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  Pruflians 
received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  every 
where  in  motion.  They  likewife  heard  the  drums 
beating  the  imarch,  and,  fo  near  were  the  two  armies 
1 to  each  other,  plainly  perceived  from  their  camp, 
that  their  whole  infantry,  which  had  drawn  nearer 
upon  the  rifing  grounds  over  againft  them,  was 
filing  off  towards  their  right.  No  certain  judge- 
ment could,  however,  yet  be  formed  of  the  enemy’s 
real  defign,  and  as  they  were  in  want  of  bread,  it 
was  thought  probable  that  they  intended  to  repafs 
the  Unftruti  but  it  was  foon  perceived  that  their 
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feveral  motions  were  contradi6tory  to  each  other.  CHAP. 
At  the  fame  time  that  fome  of  their  infantry  were  ^ 

filing  off  towards  their  right,  a large  body  of  cavalry  1757, 
wheeled  round  towards  their  left,  dire6ling  its  march 
I all  along  to  the  rifing  grounds  with  which  the  whole 

, Pruffian  camp,  that  lay  in  a bottom  between  the 

‘ villages  of  Rederow  and  Rofbach,  was  furrounded,, 

; within  the  reach  of  large  cannon.  Soon  after  that, 

the  cavalry  were  feen  to  halt,  and  afterw'ards  to  fall 
^ back  to  the  right ; though  fome  of  them  ftill  re- 

^ mained  where  they  were,  whilft  the  reft  marched 

^ back.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  the  doubts  of 

■ the  Pruffians  were  cleared  up ; it  plainly  appearing 

" then  that  the  enemy  intended  to  attack  them,  and 

^ that  their  difpofitions  were  made  with  a view  to  fur- 

^ round  them,  and  to  open  the  adlion  by  attacking 

f them  in  the  rear.  A body  of  referve  was  pofted 

^ over  againft  Rederow,  to  fall  upon  their  routed 

if  troops,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  defeated,  and  to  pre- 

vent  their  retiring  to  Merefbourg,  the  only  retreat 
which  could  then  have  been  left  them.  In  this 
fituation  the  King  of  Pruffia  refolved  to  attack  them. 
iC  His  Majefty  had  determined  to  make  the  attack 

( v/ith  one  wing  only,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  enemy 

f made  it  neceffary  that  it  fhould  be  the  left  wing. 

The  very  inftant  the  battle  was  going  to  begin,  his 
Majefty  ordered  the  General  who  com.manded  the 
right  wing  to  decline  engaging,  to  take  a proper 
pofition  in  confequence  thereof,  and,  above  all, 
to  prevent  his  being  furrounded.  All  the  cavalry 
of  the  right  wing  of  the  Pruffians,  except  two  or 
three  fquadrons,  had  already  marched  to  the  left  at 
full  gallop  i and  being  arrived  at  the  place  affigned 
them,  they  formed  over  againft  that  of  the  enemy. 

They  then  moved  on  immediately,  the  enemy’s  ad- 
vanced to  meet  them,  and  the  charge  was  very 
fierce,  feveral  regiments  of  the  French  coming  on 
with  great  refolution.  The  advantage,  however, 
was  entirely  on  the  fide  of  the  Pruffians.  I'he 
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enemy’s  cavalry  being  routed,  were  purfued  for  ^ 
confiderable  time  with  great  fpirit,  but  having  after- 
wards rtiached  an  eminence,  which  gave  them  an 
opportunity  of  rallying,  the  Prufilan  cavalry  fell 
upon  them  afrefh,  and  gave  them  fo  total  a defeat, 
that  they  fled  in  the  utmoft  diforder.  This  happened 
at  four  in  the  afternoon.  Whilft  the  cavalry  of  the 
PrufTians  charged,  their  infantry  opened.  The 
enemy  cannonaded  them  brifkly  during  this  interval, 
and  did  fome  execution,  but  the  PrufTiail  artillery 
was  not  idle.  After  this  cannonading  had  conti- 
nued on  both  fides  a full  quarter  of  an  hour,  with- 
out the  leaf!:  intermiflion,  the  fire  of  the  infantry 
began.  The  enemy  could  not  ftand  it,  nor  reM 
the  valour  of  the  Pruflian  foot,  who  gallantly  march- 
ed up  to  their  batteries.  The  batteries  were  carried 
one  after  another,  and  the  enemy  were  forced  to 
give  way,  which  they  did  in  great,  confufion.  As 
the  left  wing  of  the  PrufTians  advanced,  the  right 
changed  its  pofition,  and  having  foon  met  with  a 
fmall  rifing  ground,  they  availed  themfelves  of  it, 
by  planting  it  with  fixteen  pieces  of  heavy  artillery. 
The  fire  from  thence  was  partly  pointed  at  the  ene- 
my’s right,  to  increafe  the  diforder  there,  and  took 
their  left  wing  in  front,  which  was  exceflively  galled 
thereby.  At  five  the  vidtory  was  decided,  the  can- 
nonading ceafed,  and  the  enemy  fled  on  all  fides. 
They  were  purfued  as  long  as  there  was  any  light  to 
diftinguifh  them>  and  it  may  be  faid,  that  night 
alone  was  the  prefervation  of  this  army,  which  had 
been  fo  formidable  in  the  morning.  They  took 
the  benefit  of  the  darknefs  to  hurry  into  Fryburgh, 
and  there  to  repafs  the  Unflrut,  which  they  did  on 
the  morning  of  the  fixth,  after  a whole  night’s  march. 
T'he  King  of  PrufTia  fet  out  early  in  the  morning 
to  purfue  them  with  all  his  cavalry,  fupported  by 
four  battalions  of  grenadiers,  the  infantry  following 
them  in  two  columns.  The  enemy  had  pafTed  the 
Unflrut  at  Fryburgh,  when  the  PrufTians  arrived 
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on  Its  banks,  and  as  they  had  burnt  the  bridge,  it 
became  neceffary  to  make  another,  which,  how- 
ever, was  foon  done.  The  cavalry  pafled  firft,  but 
could  not  come  up  with  the  enemy  till  five  in  the 
evening,  upon  the  hills  of  Eckerfberg.  It  was  then 
too  late  to  force  them  there,  for  which  reafon  the 
King  thought  proper  to  canton  his  army  in  the  neareft 
villages,  and  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  fuccefs  his  huf- 
fars  had  in  taking  near  three  hundred  baggage- wag- 
gons, and  every  thing  they  contained.  The  whole 
lofs  of  the  Pruffians,  in  this  important  engagement, 
did  not  exceed  five  hundred  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed. Among  the  former  w^as  General  Meincke,  and 
among  the  latter  Prince  Henry  and  General  Seyde- 
litz.  The  enemy  loft  fixty-four  pieces  of  cannon,  a 
great  many  ftandards  and  colours,  near  three  thou- 
fand  m.en  killed  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  upwards 
of  eight  thoufand  taken  prifoners,  among  whom 
were  feveral  Generals,  and  other  ofRcers  of  diftinc- 
tion.  Three  hundred  waggons  were  fent  to  Leip- 
zig, laden  with  wounded  French  and  Swifs.  Upon 
the  approach  of  the  PrufTians  towards  Eckerfberg, 
the  enemy  retreated  with  great  precipitation ; and, 
after  marching  all  night,  arrived  the  next  day  at 
Erfurth,  in  the  utmoft  want  of  every  neceftary  of 
life,  not  having  had  a morfel  of  bread  for  two  days, 
during  which  they  had  been  obliged  to  live  upon 
turneps,  radifhes^  and  other  roots,  which  they  dug 
out  of  the  earth.  The  French,  under  the  Duke  de 
Richelieu,  were  preparing  to  go  into  winter-quar- 
ters ; but,  upon  the  news  of  this  defeat  of  the  com- 
bined army,  they  again  put  thernfelves  in  motion, 
and  a lar^e  detachment  of  them  advanced  as  far  as 
Duderftadt,  to  favour  the  retreat  of  their  country- 
men under  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  who,  with  great 
precipitancy,  made  the  beft  of  their  way  from  Er- 
furth to  the  county  of  Hohenftein,  and  from  thence 
bent  their  march  towards  Halberftadt.  Of  the  re- 
mains of  the  Imperial  army,  which  was  now  almoft 
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BOOK  entirely  difperfeci,  whole  bodies  deferred,  and  went 
III'  over  to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  foon  after  this  battle. 

§ XIX.  Whilft  his  Pruffian  Majefty  was  thus 
fuccefsful  againft  the  French  and  Imperialifts,  the 
Auflrians,  who  had  carefully  avoided  coming  to  an 
open  engagement  with  him,  gained  ground  a-pace 
in  Silefia.  A detachment  of  their  army,  under  the 
command  of  Count  Nadafti,  had  already  invefted 
Schweidnitz,  and  opened  the  trenches  before  it  on 
the  twenty-fixth  of  O6lober.  The  Pruffian  garrifon, 
commanded  by  General  de  la  Motte  Fouquet,  de- 
termined to  defend  the  place  as  long  as  poffible; 
and  accordingly  on  the  thirtieth  they  made  a fally,  in 
v/hich  they  killed,  wounded,  and  took  prifoners, 
eight  hundred  of  the  befiegers,  and  did  foiPie  damage 
to  their  works;  but  on  the  fixth  of  November  the- 
Auflrians  began  to  cannonade  the  city  furioufly, 
, and  on  the  eleventh  made  themfelves  maflers  of  the 
ramparts  by  affiault.  The  garrifon,  however,  having 
taken  care,  during  the  fiege,  to  throv/  up  a flrong 
entrenchment  in  the  market-place,  retreated  thither, 
and  held  out  till  the  next  day,  when  they  furrendered 
themfelves  prifoners  of  war.  After  the  redu6lion 
of  this  place.  General  Nadafli,  leaving  in  it  a 
fufficient  garrifon,  marched  with  the  remainder  of 
his  troops,  and  joined  the  main  army  of  the  Auflrians, 
under  the  comiuand  of  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine 
and  Marefchal  Daun,  who,  whilfl  he  was  bufied 
in  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  had  invefted  Breflau  on 
the  left  of  the  Oder;  the  Prince  ofBevern  defending 
it  on  the  right,  where  he  was  ftrongly  encamped, 
with  his  little  army,  under  the  cannon  of  the  city. 
I'he  whole  army  of  the  Auftrians  being  nov/  re- 
aftembled,  and  intelligence  having  been  brought, 
not  only  of  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  late  vi6lory  near 
I Leipzig,  but  alfo  that  he  was  advancing  to  the  relief 
of  the  Prince  ofBevern,  it  was  refolved  immediately 
to  attack  the  laft  in  his  entrenchments.  Accordingly^ 
on  the  twenty- fecond  of  November,  about  nine"^  in 
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^ the  morning,  the  Auftrians  began  a moft  furious  chap. 

difcharge  of  their  cannon,  forty  of  which  were  ^ 

''  twenty-four  pounders,  and  this  continued  without 
ceafing  till  one,  when  it  was  fucceeded  by  a fevere 
^ fire  of  their  fmall  arms,  w'hich  lafted  till  five  in  the 
evening.  The  Prufiians,  with  undaunted  refolution, 

'•  flood  two  of  the  mod  violent  attacks  that  were  ever 
^ rnade,  but  at  the  third,  overpowered  by  numbers, 

* and  aflailed  on  both  Tides,  they  began  to  lofe  ground, 
and  were  forced  to  retire  from  one  entrenchment  to 
another.  In  this  extremity,  night  com.ing  on,  the 
Prufiian  Generals  fearing  their  entrenchments  would 
be  entirely  forced,  and  that  they  fhould  then  be 
totally  defeated,  thought  proper  to  retreat.  The 
K Prince  of  Bevern,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  army, 

Ilf  retired  to  an  eminence  on  the  banks  of  the  Oder, 

})  whilft  the  reft  of  the  troops  threw  themfelves  into 

If  Breflau,  which  they  might  have  defended,  in  all 

I probability,  kill  the  King  had  come  up  to  its  relief. 

1C  But,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  their  commander  in 

r,  chief,  the  Princo  of  Bevern,  going  to  reconnoitre 

d the  enemy,  with  only  a Tingle  groom  to  attend  him, 

c fell  in  among  a party  of  Croats,  who  took  him  pri- 

1 loner*.  His  army,  thus  deprived  of  their  general, 

i retreated  northward  that  night,  leaving  in  Breflau 

only  four  battalions,  who,  the  next  day,  furrendered 
the  place  by  capitulation,  one  of  the  articles  of  which 

O 4 was. 


♦ We  are  told,  that  he  miftook  thefe  Croats  for  Pruffian  huffars. 
j^ut  fome  of  the  circumftances  of  this  myfterious  affair  were  inter- 
preted into  a premeditated  defign  in  the  Prince  to  be  taken  prifoner. 
It  cannot  otherwife  be  fuppofed  that  a man  of  his  rank,  a Prince,  a 
commander  in  chief,  Htould  ofiiciouH)  undertake  the  always  dan- 
gerous talk  of  reqoniiGitnng  the  enemy,  with  fo  flight  an  attendance 
as  only  one  man,  and  that  but  a groom,  even  if  he  had  judged  it 
neceflary  to  lee  things  with  his  own  eyes.  Some  fecret  diffatisfa6fion 
hitherto  unknown  to  us,  may  poflibly  have  been  the  caufe  of  his  taking 
this  ftep ; or,  which  feems  Itiil  more  probable,  he  might  be  alhamed, 
or,  perhaps,  even  afraid,  to  fee  the  King  his  mafler,  after  having 
fo  injudicioufly  abandoned  the  defence  of  Breflau,  by  quitting  his 
lines,  which,  it  is  afl'erted,  his  Pruflian  Majefly  had  fent  him  ex- 
prefs  orders  not  to  quit  on  any  account  whatever,  for  that  he  would 
certainly  be  with  him  by  the  fifth  of  December,  in  which  we  lliaU 
find  he  kept  his  word. 
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BOOK  was,  that  they  fhould  not  ferve  againft  the  Emprefs, 
or  her  allies,  for  two  years.  All  the  magazines, 

’ chefts,  artillery,  &c.  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 

Auftrians.  The  garrifon  marched  out  with  all  mi- 
litary honours,  conduced  by  General  Lefwitz, 
governor  of  Breflau.  Though  the  Auftrians  fung 
Te  Deum  for  this  victory,  they  owned  that  fuch 
another  would  put  an  end  to  their  army,  for  it  coft 
them  the  lives  of  twelve  thoufand  men ; a number 
almoft  equal  to  the  whole  of  the  PrufTian  army 
before  the  battle.  They  had  four  almoft  inacceftible 
entrenchments  to  force,  planted  thick  with  cannon, 
which  fired  cartridge-fhot  from  nine  in  the  morning 
till  the  evening,  and  the  Prufiians,  when  attacked, 
were  never  once  put  into  the  leaft  confufion.  Among 
the  flain,  on  the  fide  of  the  Auftrians  were  General 
Wurben,  and  feveral  other  officers  of  diftinftion. 
The  lofs  of  the  Pruflians  did  not  much  exceed  three 
thoufand  men,  in  killed,  v/ounded,  and  prifoners, 
of  which  laft  there  were  about  fixteen  hundred. 
Their  General  Kleift  was  found  dead  on  the  field  of 
battle. 

' § XX.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  who,  like  C^far, 

thought  notlilng  was  done  while  any  thing  was  left 
undone,  ftayed  no  longer  at  Rofbach  than  till  the 
routed  forces  of  the  French  and  Imperialifts,  whom 
he  had  defeated  there  on  the  fifth  of  November, 
were  totally  difperfed.  Then  he  marched  direftly 
with  the  greateft  part  of  his  army  for  Silefia?  and  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  that  month  arrived  at  Naum- 
burg  on  the  Queifs,  a little  river  which  runs  into 
the  Bobber,  having  in  his  route  detached  Marefchal 
Keith,  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  to  clear  Saxony 
from  all  the  Auftrian  parties,  and  then  to  make  an 
irruption  into  Bohemia,  a fervice  which  he  per- 
formed fo  effedlualiy  as  to  raife  large  contributions 
in  the  circles  of  Satz  and  Leitmeritz,  and  even  to 
give  an  alarm  to  Prague  itfelf.  His  Majefty 
leierved  for  himfelf  only  fifteen  thoufand  men, 
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with  whom  he  advanced,  with  his  ufual  rapidity, 
to  Barchwitz,  where,  notwithftanding  all  that  hap- 
pened at  Schweidnitz  and  at  Breflau,  he  was  joined 
by  twenty-four  thoufand  more ; part  of  them  troops 
which  he  had  ordered  from  Saxony,  part  the  remains 
of  the  army  lately  commanded  by  the  Prince  of 
Bevern,  and  part  the  late  garrifon  of  Schweidnitz, 
which  had  found  means  to  efcape  from  the  Auftrians, 
and  accidentally  joined  their  King  upon  his  march*- 
With  this  force,  though  greatly  inferior  in  number 
to  that  of  the  enemy,  he  refolved  to  attack  the 
Auftrians,  who  were  entrenched  at  Lifla  near  Bref? 
lau.  On  the  fourth  of  December  he  feized  upoi; 
their  ovens  at  Neumark,  and  upon  a confiderable 
magazine,  guarded  by  two  regiments  of  Croats, 
w'ho  retired  to  a rifing  ground,  where  his  Majefty 
ordered  his  huftars  to  furround  them,  and  fend  a 
trumpet  to  fummon  them  to  furrcnder  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war.  Upon  their  refufal,  the  huftars  of 
Ziethen  fell  upon  them  fabre  in  hand,  and  fome 
hundreds  of  them  having  been  cut  in  pieces,  the 
reft  threw  down  their  arms,  begging  for  quarter  on 
their  knees.  After  this  feizure,  and  after  having 
diftributed  to  his  army  the  bread  prepared  for  his 
enemies,  he  began  again  the  next  morning  his  march 
towards  Lifta.  General  Ziethen,  who  led  the  van- 
guard of  light  horfe,  about  feven  in  the  morning 
fell  in  with  a body  of  Auftrian  hulTars,  and  three 

regiment^ 

* Whilft  the  Auftrians  were  condufling  them  to  prifon,  on  their 
route  they  chanced  to  hear  of  the  vidoiy  their  mafter  had  gained  at 
Rofbach.  Animated  by  thefe  tidings,  they  unanimoufly  rofe  upon 
the  efcort  that  guarded  them,  which,  happenii^g  not  to  be  very  ftrong, 
they  entirely  difperfed.  Thus  freed,  they  inarched  on,  not  very 
certain  of  their  way,  in  hopes  to  rejoin  fome  corps  of  the  Prulftan 
troops,  their  countrymen*  The  fame  fortune  which  freed  them  led 
them  dire611y  to  the  army  commanded  by  the  King  himl’elf,  which 
was  haftening  to  their  relief,  as  well  a?  to  that  of  the  Prince'  of  Be- 
vern. This  unexpe£led  meeting  was  equally  pleafing  to  both,  the 
prifoners  not  having  heard  any  thing  qf  his  Majefty’s  march  ; and 
at  the  fame  time,  this  lucky  incident,  whilft  it  added  a confidera- 
ble  llrength  to  the  army,  added  iikewife  to  its  con-fidence,  for  the 
ftighteft  occurrence  is  conftrued  into  an  omen  by  an  army  at  the  eve 
pf  an  engagement. 
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regiments  of  Saxon  dragoons,  which  were  the  very 
beft  cavalry  the  enemy  had  left  after  the  battle  of  the 
twenty-fecond.  They  had  been  detached  by  the 
Auftrians,  in  order  to  retard  the  King’s  march,  and 
to  conceal  their  own,  till  their  batteries  fhould  be 
completed  j for,  as  they  held  the  fmall  number  of 
the  PrulTians  in  contempt,  their  intention  was  to 
have  m.et  the  King  two  German  miles  from  their 
entrenchments.  The  Auftrian  cavalry  having  been 
vigoroufly  repulfed  to  a confiderable  diftance.  Gene- 
ral Ziethen  perceived  that  their  whole  army  was 
forming.  He  immediately  acquainted  the  King 
with  what  he  had  difcovered,  and  his  Majefty, 
after  having  himfelf  obferved  the  difpofition  of 
the  enemy,  made  his  own  with  that  fagacity  and 
difpatch  for  which  he  was  always  remarkable. 
The  aftion  began  by  attacking  a battery  of  forty 
pieces  of  large  cannon,  which  covered  the  right  wing 
of  the  enemy.  The  two  battalions  of  guards,  with 
the  regiments  of  the  Margrave  Charles  and  of 
Itzenplitz,  marched  up,  amidft  a moll  terrible  fire, 
to  the  very  mouths  of  the  cannon,  with  their  bayo- 
nets fcrewed.  In  this  attack  the  PrufTians  fuftained 
their  greateft  lofs,  though  the  battery  was  carried  as 
foon  almofl  as  they  could  reach  it:  then  the  enemy’s 
artillery,  now  turned  againft  themfelves,  played 
furiouQy  upon  them  with  their  own  powder.  From 
that  inftant  the  two  wings  and  the  centre  of  the 
Pruffians  continued  to  drive  the  enemy  before  them, 
advancing  all  the  time  with  that  firm  and  regular 
pace  for  which  they  have  always  been  renowned, 
without  ever  halting  or  giving  way.  The  ground 
which  the  Auftrians  occupied  was  very  advantage- 
ous, and  every  circumftance  that  could  render  it 
more  fo  had  been  improved  to  the  utmoft  by  the 
diligence  and  ficill  of  Count  Daun,  who,  remem- 
bering his  former  fuccefs,  was  emboldened  to  enter 
the  lifts  ^gain  with  his  royal  antagonift.  The 
Pruflians^  however,  no  way  terrified  by  the  enemy’s 

fituation^ 
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fitnation,  nor  their  numbers,  went  calmly  and  C HA  Pv 
dreadfully  forward.  It  was  almoft  impoflible,  in  , 

the  beginning,  for  the  Pruffian  cavalry  to  a6l,  on  ,757, 
account  of  the  impediments  of  fallen  trees,  which 
the  enemy  had  cut  down  and  laid  in  the  field  of 
battle,  to  retard  their  approach;  but  a judicious 
difpofition  which  the  King  made  overcame  that 
difadvantage.  When  he  firfi:  formed  his  arm^y, 
he  had  placed  four  battalions  behind  the  cavalry  of 
his  right  wing,  forefeeing  that  General  Nadafti, 
who  was  placed  with  a corps  of  referve  on  the  enemy’s 
left,  defigned  to  take  him  in  flank.  It  happened  as 
he  had  forefeen,  this  General’s  horfe  attacked  the 
King’s  right  wing  with  great  fury:  but  he  was 
received  with  fo  fevere  a fire  from  the  four  battalions, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  in  diforder.  The 
enemy  gave  way  on  all  fides,  but  at  fome  diftance 
recovered  them.felves,  and  rallied  three  times,  ani- 
mated by  their  officers,  and  by  the  fuperiority  of 
their  numbers.  Every  time  they  made  a ftand,  the 
Pruffians  attacked  them  with  redoubled  vigour,  and 
with  fuccefs  equal  to  their  bravery.  Towards  night,  ’ 
the  enemy,  ftill  retreating,  fell  into  diforder.  Their 
two  wings  fled  in  confufion ; one  of  them,  clofely 
prefled  by  the  King,  retired  towards  Breflau,  and 
took  flielter  under  the  cannon  of  that  city;  the  other, 
purfued  by  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  light  cavalry,  took 
their  flight  towards  Canth  and  Schweidnitz.  Six 
thoufand  Auftrians  fell  in  this  engagement,  and  the 
Pruffians,  who  had  only  five  hundred  men  killed,  and 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  wounded,  made  upwards 
of  ten  thoufand  of  the  enemy  prifoners,  among 
whom  were  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  officers. 

I1iey  alfo  took  an  hundred  and  fixteen  cannon,  fifty- 
one  colours  and  fliandards,  and  four  thoufand  wag- 
gons of  ammunition  and  baggage.  The  confe- 
quences  that  followed  this  victory  declared  its  import- 
ance. Future  ages  will  read  with  aftonifhment,  that 
the  fame  Prince,  who  but  a few  months  before  feemed 
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BOOK  on  the  verge  of  inevitable  ruin,  merely  by  the 
dint  of  his  own  abilities,  without  the  affiflance  of 
anv  friend  whatever,  with  troops  perpetually  har- 
railed  by  long  and  painful  marches,  and  by  conti- 
nual fldrmifhes  and  battles,  not  only  retrieved  his 
affairs,  which  almoft  every  one  except  himfelf  thought 
pafl;  redrefs ; but,  in  the  midft  of  winter,  in  coun- 
tries where  it  was  judged  next  to  impoffible  for  any 
troops  to  keep  the  field  at  that  feafon,  conquered 
the  united  force  of  France  and  the  Empire  at  Rofbach, 
on  the  fifth  of  November,  and  on  the  fame  day  of 
the  very  next  month,  with  a great  part  oT  the  fame 
army,  was  at  LilTa,  where  he  again  triumphed  over 
all  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria.  Purfuing  his 
advantage,  he  immediately  invefled  Breflau,  and 
within  two  days  after  this  great  vidory  every  thing 
was  in  readinefs  to  befiege  it  in  form.  His  troops, 
fiuflied  with  fuccefs,  were  at  firft  for  {forming  it, 
but  the  King  knowing  the  flrength  of  the  garrifon, 
which  confifted  of  upwards  of  thirteen  thoufand  men, 
and  confidering  both  the  fatigues  which  his  own  foi- 
diers  had  lately  undergone,  and  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  that  might  enfue,  fhould  they  fail  of  fuccefs 
in  this  attempt,  ordered  the  approaches  to  be  carried 
on  in  the  ufnal  form.  His  commands  were  obeyed, 
and  Breflau  furrendered  to  him  on  the  twentieth  of 
December  in  the  morning.  The  garrifon,  of  which 
ten  thoufand  bore  arms,  and  between  three  and  four 
thoufand  lay  fick  or  wminded,  were  made  prifoners 
of  war.  Fourteen  of  thefe  prifoners  were  officers  of 
high  rank.  The  military  cheft,  a yaff  treafure,  with 
eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
victors,  who  loft  only  about  twenty  men  in  their  ap- 
proaches. During  the  fiege,  a magazine  of  powder 
was  fet  on  fire  by  a bomb,  which  occafioned  great 
confufion  among  the  befieged,  and  damaged  one  of 
the  baftions.  The  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Schweidnitz 
ftill  remained  in  the  enemy’s  poffeflion,  defended  by 
a garrifon  fo  numerous,  that  it  might  be  egmpared 

to 
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to  a fmall  army,  and  whilft  that  continued  fo,  the  C H A P. 
King  of  Pruflia’s  viftories  in  Silefia  were  of  no  deci- 
five  effeft.  For  this  reafon,  though  it  was  now  the  ,757, 
dead  of  winter,  and  the  fbldiers  ftood  in  need  of  re- 
pofe,  his  Majefty  refolved,  if  pofTible,  to  become 
mafter  of  that  place  before  the  end  of  the  year ; but 
as  a clofe  fiege  was  impra6li  cable,  a blockade  was 
formed,  as  ftridlly  as  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  would 
permit  *,  " It  was  not,  however,  till  the  beginning 
of  the  enfuing  campaign  that  this  place  was  taken. 

The  PrulTians  opened  their  trenches  before  it  on  the 
third  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight,  and  erefled  two  large  batteries,  which  kept  a 
continual  fire  upon  the  town.  The  artillery  of  the 
befiegers  confifled  of  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon, 
of  different  dimenfions,  and  eighty  mortars ; an 
amazing  artillery,  and  fuch  as  we  have  never  heard  of 
in  former  campaigns.  On  the  night  of  the  four- 
teenth, the  Pruffians  carried  one  of  the  chief  works 
by  affauit,  and  lodged  themfelves  therein ; the  com- 
mandant capitulated  the  next  day,  with  the  garrifon, 
which  was  now  greatly  reduced  in  number,  being  not 
half  of  what  it  amounted  to  at  the  beginning  of  the 
blockade.  Thus,  all  the  parts  of  Silefia  which  the 
King  of  Pruffia  had  loft  by  one  unfortunate  blow  fell 
again  into  his  poffeftion  5 and  his  affairs,  which  but 
a few  months  before  feemed  irretrievable,  were  now 
re-eftablifhed  upon  a firmer  bafis  than  ever.  The 
Pruffian  parties  not  only  re-poffeffed  themfelves  of 
thole  parts  of  Silefia  which  belonged  to  their  King, 
but  penetrated  into  the  Auftrian  divifion,  reduced 
Jagerndorf,  Troppau,  Tretchen,  and  feveral  other 
places,  and  left  the  Emprefs-Queen  fcarce  any  foot- 


* Such  was  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  that  fome  hundreds  of  the  fen- 
tinels  dropped  down  dead  on  their  feveral  ports,  unable  to  fuftain  the 
feverity  of  thecold.  The  Germans  lie  under  the  general  reproach  of 
paying  very  little  regard  to  the  lives  of  their  foldiers,  and  indeed  this 
practice  of  winter-campaigns  in  fuch  a cold  country  b^peaks  very  lit- 
tle regard  to  the  diiJlates  of  humanity. 
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BOOK  ing  in  that  country,  in  which,  a few  days  before, 
^ Hie  reckoned  her  dominion  perfectly  eftabliflied. 

§ XXL  The  Swedes,  after  many  debates  between 
their  King  and  Senate,  had  at  length  refolved  upon 
an  open  declaration  againft  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and, 
in  confequence  of  that  refolution,  fent  fo  many 
troops  into  Pomerania,  that,  by  the  end  of  Auguft, 
their  army  in  that  country  amounted  to  twenty^five 
thoufand  men.  Their  firft  adl  of  hoftility  was  the 
feizure  of  Anclam  and  Demmin,  two  towns  that 
lay  in  the  way  to  Stetin,  againft  v/hich  their  prin- 
cipal defign  was  levelled.  But  before  they  proceeded 
farther.  General  Hamilton,  their  commander,  by 
way  of  juftifying  the  condudl  of  his  mafter,  pub- 
iifhed  a declaration,  fetting  forth,  That  the 
King  of  Sweden,  as  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  W eft- 
phalia,  could  not  help  fending  his  troops  into  the 
upper  part  of  the  duchy  of  Pomerania  belonging  to 
the  King  of  Pruffia;  and  that,  therefore,  all  the 
officers  appointed  to  receive  the  publick  revenue  in 
that  country  muft  pay  what  money  they  had  in  their 
hands  to  him,  who  was  cornmiffioned  to  receive  it 
for  his  Swediffi  Majefty  : that,  moreover,  an  exaft 
account  was  required,  within  eight  days,  of  the  re- 
venues of  the  country ; but  that  no  more  than  ordi- 
nary contributions  would  be  demanded  of  the  inha- 
bitants, who  might  reft  affured  that  the  Swediffi 
troops  ffiould  obferve  the  ftrideft  difcipline.”  After 
this  declaration  they  attacked  the  little  fortrefs  of 
Penemunde,  upon  the  river  Pene,  and  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  September,  after  a fiege  of  nine  days,  obliged 
the  garrifon,  which  confifted  only  of  militia,  to  fur- 
render  themfelves  prifoners  of  war.  This  alterna- 
tive the  commanding  officer  chofe,  rather  than  en- 
gage not  to  ferve  for  two  years,  obferving,  that  fuch 
an  engagement  was  inconfiftent  with  his  honour, 
whilft  his  Prince  had  fo  much  occafion  for  his  fer- 
vice ; and  the  Swediffi  General,  touched  with  this 
noble  way  of  thinking,  was,  oa  his  part,  fo  gene- 
rous 
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rous  as  to  give  him  his  liberty.  On  the  other  hand,  CHAP. 
General  Manteuffel,  who  commanded  the  Pruffian  , 

forces  then  in  Pomerania,  amounting  to  twelve  ,757, 
thoufand  men,  with  whom  he  was  encamped  before 
Stetin,  to  cover  that  place,  publilhed  in  anfwer  to 
this  a declaration,  enjoining  the  inhabitants  of  Po- 
merania to  remain  faithful  to  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
their  lawful  Sovereign,  under  pain  of  incurring  his 
juft  indignation,  and  abfolutely  forbidding  them  to 
pay  any  regard  to  the  Sw^edifli  manifefto. 

§ XXII.  In  the  mean  time,  Marefchal  Lehwald, 
immediately  after  the  battle  of  Norkitten,  when  the 
Ruffians  began  their  retreat,  detached  Prince  George 
of  Holftein-Gottorp,  with  a confiderable  body  of 
forces,  to  the  relief  of  Pomerania  ^ and,  fhortly 
after,  the  Ruftian  forces  having  totally  evacuated 
every  part  of  Pruffia,  except  Memel,  and  moft  of 
them  being  adlually  gone  into  winter-quarters,  he 
himfelf  followed  with*  an  additional  reinforcement  of 
fixteen  thoufand  men.  Upon  his  approach,  the 
Swedes,  who  were  then  encam.ped  at  Ferdinandfhoff, 
and  had  begun  to  fill  up  the  harbour  of  Swinne- 
munde,  by  way  of  previous  preparation  for  the  fiege 
of  Stetin,  retired  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  they 
did  not  allow  themfelves  time  to  draw  off  a little  gar- 
rifon  they  had  at  Wollin,  confiding  of  two  hundred 
and  ten  men,  who  were  made  prifoners  of  war. 
Demmin  was  cannonaded  by  the  Pruffians  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  December ; and  the  Swedes  having 
loft  one  officer  and  forty  men,  defired  to  capitulate. 

As,  in  order  to  eafe  the  troops,  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  continue  the  fiege  in  fo  fliarp  a feafon,  their 
requeft  was  granted,  and  they  had  leave  to  retire  with 
two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Pruffians  took  poffeffion 
of  the  town  on  the  fecond  day  of  January,  after  the 
Swedes  had,  on  the  thirtieth  of  December,  likewife 
given  up  Anclam,  where  the  conquerors  took  an 
hundred  and  fifty  prifoners,  and  found  a confiderable 
magazine  of  provifions  and  ammuniuon.  Marefchal 

Lehv/ald 
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Book  Lehwald  then  pafied  the  Pene,  entered  Swedifli  Po^ 
merania,  and  reduced  Gutzkow,  Loitz,  Tripfu§^ 
and  Nebringen,  At  the  fame  time,  Lieutenant- 
General  Schorlemmer  palled  with  his  corps  from  the 
iQe  of  Wollin  into  the  ifle  of  Ufedom,  and  from 
thence  to  Wolgaft,  the  Swedes  having  abandoned 
this  town,  as  well  as  Schwinemundej  and  the  fort 
of  Pennemunde.  The  Prince  of  Holftein  advanced 
as  far  as  Grimm  and  GriefFswalde,  and  the  Swedes, 
lofing  one  town  after  another,  till  they  had  nothing 
left  in  Pomerania  but  the  port  of  Stralfund,  conti- 
nued retreating  till  they  had  reached  this  laft  place. 
The  French  party  in  Sweden,  to  comfort  the  people, 
called  this  retreat,  or  rather  flight,  going  into  win- 
ter-quarters. The  PrufTian  hulfars  were  not  idle 
wherever  they  penetrated;  for,  befides  plundering 
and  pillaging,  they  raifed  a contribution  of  an  hun- 
dred and  fixty  thoufand  crowns  in  Swedifh  Pome- 
rania. The  Mecklenburghers,  who  had  joined  the 
Swedes  with  fix  thoufand  of  their  troops,  now  found 
caufe  to  repent  of  their  forw^ardnefs,  being  left  quite 
expofed  to  the  refentment  of  the  vidtors,  who  chaf- 
tifed  them  with  the  moft  fevere  exadlions.  The  army 
of  the  Swedes,  though  they  did  not  fight  a battle, 
was,  by  ficknefs,  defertion,  and  other  accidents,  re- 
duced to  half  the  number  it  confifled  of  when  they 
took  the  field.  The  Landgrave  of  Hefle-CaflTel, 
foon  after  his  territories  were  invaded  by  the  French, 
in  confequence  of  their  advantage  in  the  affair  of 
'Haflenbeck,  had  applied  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  as 
one  of  the  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Weflphalia, 
defiring  him  to  employ  his  good  offices  with  the 
court  of  France,  to  obtain  a more  favourable  treat- 
ment for  his  dominions : but  his  Swedifli  Majefly, 
by  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  thought  proper  to  refufe 
complying  with  this  requefl,  alledging,  that  as  the 
crown  of  Sweden  was  one  of  the  principal  guarantees 
of  the  treaty  of  Weflphalia,  it  would  be  highly  im- 
proper to  take  fuch  a flep,  in  favour  of  a prince  who 

had 
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had  not  only  broke  the  laws  and  confiiitutions  of  the  CHAP* 
Empire,  in  refufing  to  furnilh  his  contingent,  but  j 

had  even  alTifted  v/ith  his  troops  a power  known  to  be  17^7, 
its  declared  enemy.  The  Aulick  council  too,  fee- 
ing, or  pretending  to  fee,  the  behaviour  of  the  Land- 
grave in  the  fame  light,  ilTued  a decree  againft  his 
Serene  Highnefs  towards  the  end  of  this  year. 

§ XXIII.  The  Court  of  Great-Britain,  juflly  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  Dutch,  on  account  of  the  extreme 
facility  with  which  they  had  granted  the'French  a free 
palTage  through  Namur  and  Maeftricht  for  their  pro- 
vifions,  ammunition,  and  artillery,  in  the  beginning 
of  this  campaign,  had  very  properly  remonftrated 
againft  that  ilep,  before  it  was  abfolutely  refolved  on, 
or  at  leaft  declared  to  be  fo : but  in  vain ; a pufilla- 
nimous  anfwer  being  ail  the  fatisfaflion  that  was  ob- 
tained. The  tamenefs  and  indifference  with  which 
the  States-General  had  fince  feen  Offend  and  Nieu- 
port  put  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  drew  upon 
their  High  Mightineffes  a further  remonffrance, 
which  was  delivered  to  them  on  the  twenty- eighth  of 
November  of  this  year  by  Colonel  Yorke,  his  Bri- 
tannick  Majeffy’s  Plenipotentiary  at  the  FI ague,  in 
the  following  terms,  well  calculated  to  awaken  in 
them  a due  fenfe  of  their  own  danger,  as  well  as  to 
evince  the  injuftice^of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houle 
ol  Auffria : — Confidering  the  critical  fituation 
which  Europe  has  been  in  during  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  in  confequence  of  meaffires  concerted  to  em.- 
broil  all  Europe,  the  King  of  Great-Britain  was 
willing  to  flatter  himfelf  that  the  Courts  of  Vienna 
and  Verfailles,  out  of  regard  to  the  circumfpecl  con- 
dud  obferved  by  your  High  Migiitineffes,  would 
have  at  leaff  informed  you  of  the  changes  they  have 
thought  proper  to  make  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands. 

It  was  with  the  utmoff  furprize  the  King  heard,  that, 
without  any  previous  confent  of  your’s,  and  almoft 
without  giving  you  any  notice,  the  Court  of  Vienna 
had  thought  proper  to  put  the  towns  of  Offend  and 
VoL,  IV.  P Nieuport 
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BOOK  NIenport  into  the  liands  of  the  French  troops,  and 

, , to  withdraw  her  own,  as  w^eil  as  her  artillery  and 

17^.7.  {lores,  whilft  France  continues  to  fend  thither  a for- 
midable quantity  of  both.  I’he  conduct  of  the 
Court  of  Vienna  towards  his  Majefty  is  indeed  fo 
unmerited  and  fo  extraordinary,  that  it  is  dificult  to 
find  words  to  exprefs  it ; but  whatever  fallacious  pre- 
texts the  may  have  made  ufe  of  to  palliate  her  be- 
haviour towards  England,  it  doth  not  appear  that 
they  can  be  extended  fo  far  as  to  excufe  the  infringe- 
ment, in  concert  with  France,  of  the  moil  folemn 
treaties  between  her  and  your  Fligh  Mightineffes. 
T he  King  never  doubted  that  your  ITigh  Mighti- 
neffes  would  have  made  proper  reprefentations  to  the 
two  Courts  newly  allied,  to  demonflrate  the  injuflice 
of  fuch  a proceeding,  and  the  danger  that  might  af- 
terwards refult  from  it.  Your  Pligh  Mightineffes 
will  have  perceived  that  your  filence  on  the  firft  ilep 
encouraged  the  two  Courts,  newly  allied,  to  attempt 
others;  and  who  can  fay  where  they  will  flop  ? The 
pretext  at  firft  was,  the  need  which  the  Emprefs- 
Queen  flood  in  of  the  troops  for  the  war  kindled  in 
the  Elmpire,  and  the  neceffity  of  providing  for  the 
fafety  of  thofe  important  places,  and  afterwards  of 
their  imaginary  danger  from  England.  But,  Fligh 
and  Mighty  Lords,  it  is  but  too  evident  that  the 
two  Powers,  who  have  taken  thefe  meafures  in  con- 
cert, have  other  projeds  in  view,  and  have  made 
new  regulations  with  regard  to  that  country,  -which 
cannot  but  alarm  the  neighbouring  States.  The  late 
demand  made  to  your  High  Mightineffes,  of  a paf- 
lage  for  a large  train  of  warlike  implements  through 
fome  of  the  barrier  towns,  in  order  to  be  fent  to 
Oftend  and  Nieuport,  could  not  fail  to  awaken  the 
King’s  attention.  The  fincere  friendfnip,  and  parity 
of  interefts,  of  Great-Britain  and  Flolland,  require 
that  they  fliould  no  longer  keep  filence,  left,  in  the 
iffue,  it  fliould  be  confidered  as  a tacit  confent,  and 
as  a relinquiiliment  of  all  our  rights.  The  King 
^ „ commands 
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commands  me,  therefore,  to  recall  to  your  High 
MightineiTes  the  two-fold  right  you  have  acquired 
■to  keep  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Ploufe  of  AuRria ; and  that  no  other 
has  a title  to  make  the  leaR  alteration  therein,  with- 
out the  confent  of  your  High  MightineiTes;  unlefs 
the  new  Allies  have  refolved  to  fe^  afide  all  prior 
treaties,  and  to  difpofe  at  pleafure  of  every  thing 
that  may  fuit  their  private  intercft.  In  the  treaty 
between  your  High  MightineTes  and  the  Crown  of 
France,  figned  at  Utrecht  on  the  eleventh  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirteen,  in  the 
fifteenth  article,  are  thefe  words : ^ It  is  alfo  agreed, 
that  no  province,  fort,  town,  or  city  of  the  faid  Ne- 
therlands, or  of  thofe  which  are  given  up  by  his 
Catholick  Majefiy,  fhall  ever  be  ceded,  transferred, 
or  given,  or  fiiall  e,ver  devolve  to  the  Crown  of 
France,  or  any  Prince  or  Princefs  of  the  Houfe  or 
Idne  of  France,  either  by  virtue  of  any  gift,  ex- 
change, marriage- contract,  fuccefiion  by  will,  or  by 
any  other  title  whatever,  to  the  power. and  authority 
ot  the  Mold  Chriftian  King,  or  of  any  Prince  or 
Princefs  of  the  Houfe  or  Line  of  France.’  In  the 
barrier- treaty  thefe  very  ftipulations  are  repeated  in 
the  firid  article:  ‘ Flis  Imperial  and  Catholick  Ma- 
jefty  promifes  and  engages,  that  no  province,  city, 
town,  fortrefs,  or  territory  of  the  faid  country,  ihall 
be  ceded,  transferred,  given,  or  devolve  to  the  Crown 
of  France,  or  to  any  other  but  the  IbcceTor  of  the 
German  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  either 
by  donation,  fale,  exchange,  marriage-conrratl,  he- 
ritage, tefliamentary  fucceTion,  nor  under  any  other 
pretext  whatfoever;  fo  that  no  province,  town,  for- 
trefs, or  territory  of  the  faid  Netherlands  fliali  ever 
be  fubjecl  to  any  other  Prince,  but  to  the  fucceTor 
of  the  States  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  alone,  except- 
ing what  has  been  yielded  by  the  prefent  meaty  lo 
the  faid  Lords  the  States-Generak’  A bare  reading 
of  thefe  two  articles  is  fufficient  to  evince  all  that  I 
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B o o K have  juft  reprefented  to  your  High  Mightlneffes ; 

^ and  whatever  pretext  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Vcr- 

J737.  failles  may  alledge,  to  cover  the  infradlion  of  thefc 
treaties,  the  thing  remains  neverthelefs  evident, 
whilft  thefe  two  Courts  are  unable  to  prove  that  the 
towns  of  Oftend  and  Nieuport  are  not  aftually  in  the 
power  of  France.  If  their  defigns  are  juft,  or 
agreeable  to  thofe  treaties,  they  will  doubtlefs  not 
fcruple,  in  the  leaft,  to  make  your  High  Mighti- 
neftes  eafy  on  that  head,  by  openly  explaining  them- 
felves  to  a quiet  and  pacifick  neighbour,  and  by 
giving  you  indifputable  proofs  of  their  intentions  to 
fulfil  the  ftipulations  of  the  faid  two  treaties,  with 
regard  to  the  Netherlands.  The  King  hath  fo  much 
confidence  in  the  good  fcnfe,  prudence,  and  friend- 
Ihip  of  your  High  Mightinefles,  that  he  makes  not 
the  leaft  doubt  of  your  taking  the  moft  efficacious 
meafures  to  clear  up  an  affair  of  fuch  importance; 
and  of  your  being  pleafed,  in  concert  with  his  Ma- 
jefty,  to  watch  over  the  fate  of  a country,  whole 
fituation  and  independence  have,  for  more  than  a 
century,  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  principal  fup- 
ports  of  your  liberty  and  commerce.”  It  does  not 
appear  that  this  remonftrance  had  the  defired  effeft 
upon  the  States-General,  who  were  apprehenfive  of 
embroiling  themfelves  with  an  enemy  fo  remarkably 
alert  in  taking  all  advantages.  The  truth  is,  they 
were  not  only  unprepared  for  a rupture  with  France, 
but  extremely  unwilling  to  forego  the  commercial 
profits  which  they  derived  from  their  neutrality. 

§ XXIV.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  about  this  period, 
began  to  harbour  a fufpicion  that  certain  other 
Powers  longed  eagerly  to  enjoy  the  fame  refpite  from 
the  dangers  and  inconveniences  of  war,  and  that  he 
ran  the  rifque  of  being  abandoned  by  his  foie  patron 
and  ally,  who  feemed  greatly  alarmed  at  his  defeat 
in  Bohemia,  and  defirous  of  detaching  hiirsfelf  from 
•a  connexion  which  might  be  produdtive  of  the  moft 
difagrccable  confeepences  to  his  continental  intereft. 

. Stimulated 
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Stimulated  by  this  opinion,  his  PrufTian  Majefly  isC  H ap. 
iaid  to  have  written  an  expoftulatory  letter  * to  the , 

King  of  Great-Britain,  in  which  he  very  plainly  taxes  1737. 
that  Monarch  with  having  inftigated  him  to  com- 
mence hollilities;  and  infills  upon  his  remembering 
the  engagements  by  which  he  was  fo  folemnly  bound. 

From  the  drain  of  this  letter,  and  the  PrufTian’s  de- 
claration to  the  Britilh  minider  when  he  fird  fet  out 
for  Saxony,  importing,  that  he  was  going  to  fight 
the  King  of  England’s  battles,  a notion  was  general- 
ly conceived  that  thofe  two  Powers  had  agreed  to 
certain  private  pa6la  or  conventions,  the  particulars 
of  which  have  not  yet  tranfpired.  Certain  it  is,  a 
declaration  was  delivered  to  the  Pruflian  Refident  at 
London,  which  appears  to  have  been  calculated  as 
an  anfwer  to  the  letter.  In  that  paper  the  King  of 
Great-Britain  declared,  that  the  overtures  made  by 
his  Majedy’s  electoral  miniders  in  Germany,  touclv 
ing  the  checks  received  on  the  continent,  Ihould 
have  no  influence  on  his  Majedy  as  King : that  he 
faw  in  the  fame  light  as  before  the  pernicious  efle6ls 
of  the  union  between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Ver- 
failles,  threatening  a fubverfion  of  the  whole  fydem 
of  publick  liberty,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
European  Powers  : that  he  confidered  as  a fatal  con- 
fequence  of  this  dangerous  connexion  the  celTion  . 


* The  letter,  which  was  written  In  French,  we  have  tranflated,  for 
the  reader’s  I'atisfaftion. 

**  I am  informed  that  the  defign  of  a treaty  of  neutrality  for  the 
eletSlorate  of  Hanover  is  not  yet  laid  afide.  Ts  it  poflible  that  your 
Majefty  can  have  fo  little  fortitude  and  conftancy,  as  to  be  difpirited 
by  a fmall  reverfe  of  fortune  ? Are  affairs  fo  ruinous,  that  they  can- 
not be  repaired  ? I hope  your  Majefty  will  confider  the  ftep  you  have 
made  me  hazard,  and  remember  that  you  are  the  foie  caul'e  of  thefe 
misfortunes  that  now  impend  over  my  head.  I fhould  never  have 
abandoned  the  alliance  of  France,  but  for  your  flattering  affurances. 
I do  not  now  repent  of  the  treaty  I have  concluded  with  your  Ma- 
jefty } but  I expedf  you  will  not  inglorioufly  leave  me  at  the  mercy 
of  my  enemies,  after  having  brought  upon  me  all  the  force  of  Eu- 
rope. I depend  upon  your  adhering  to  your  repeated  engagements  of 
the  tw'enty-fixth  of  lalt  month,  and  that  you  will  liften  to  no  treaty 
in  which  I am  not  comprehended.” 


made 
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BOO  KiTiade  by  the  Court  of  Vienna  of  the  ports  in  the 
Netheriands  to  France,  in  fuch  a critical  fituation, 
contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  moft  folemn  treaties: 

' that,  whatever  iriight  be  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  his 
MajeRy  was  determined  to  adf  in  conflant  concert 
with  the  King  of  PruHia  in  employing  the  moft 
efficacious  means  to  fruftrate  the  unjuft  and  op- 
preffive  defigns  of  their  common  enemies.  He  con- 

, eluded  with  alTuring  the  King  of  Pruftia,  that  the 

Eritifh  Crown  would  continue  to  fulfil,  with  the 
gieateft  punduality,  its  engagemiCnts  with  his  Pruf-' 
fian  Majcfty,  and  to  fupport  him  with  firntnefs  and 
vigour.  Such  a reprefentation  could  not  fail  of 
being  agreeable  to  a Prince,  w’ho,  at  this  jundlure, 
Rood  in  need  of  an  extraordinary  cordial.  He  knew 
he  could  fecurely  depend  not  only  on  the  good  faith 
of  an  Englifh  miniftry,  but  alfo  on  the  good  plight 
of  the  Brkiib  nation,  which  like  an  indulgent  nurfe 
hath  always  prefented  the  nipple  to  her  meagre  Ger- 
man allies.  I'hofe,  however,  who  pretended  to  con-r 
fider  and  canvas  events  without  prejudice  and  pre- 
poflefiion,  could  not  help  owning  their  lurprize,  at 
“hearing  an  alliance  ftigmatized  as  pernicious  to  the 
fyftem  of  pubiick  liberty,  and  fubverfive  of  the  in- 
ciependcnce  of  the  Fhiropean  Powers,  as  they  remem- 
bered that  this  alliance  was  the  eftedt  of  ncceflity,  to 
which  the  Floufe  of  Auftria  was  reduced,  for  its  own 
prefervation ; reduced,  as  its  friends  and  partilans 
affirm,  by  thofe  very  Potentates  that  now  reproached 
her  with  thefe  connexions. 

§ XX Vh  His  Britanjiick  Majefty  was  refolved 
that  the  King  of  Prufiia  fhould  liave  no  caufe  to 
complain  of  his  indifiercnce,  whatever  reafons  he 
had  to  exclaim  againft  the  convention  of  Clofter- 
Seven,  which  he  did  not  fcruple  to  condemn  as  a. 
very  fcandalous  capitulation,  as  much  as  he  difip- 
proved  of  the  condudl:,  in  confcquence  of  which  near 
forty  thoufand  men  were  fo  lhamefully  difarmed,  and 
loft  to  his  cauie.  Thofe  ftipulations  alfo  met  witli 

a very 
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a very  unfavourable  reception  in  England,  where  thee  hap. 
motions  of  the  allied  army  in  their  retreat  before  the 
enemy  were  very- freely  cenfured,  and  fome  great 
names  expofed  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  the 
publick.  This  event,  fo  fingular  in  itfelf,  and  fo 
important  in  its  confequences,  attrafted  the  attention 
of  the  Privy- council,  where  it  is  faid  to  have  been 
canvaffed  with  great  warmth  and  animofity  of  alter- 
cation. The  General  complained  that  he  v/as  re- 
Itriuled  by  peremptory  orders  from  the  R egency  of 
Flanoverj  and  they  were  reported  to  have  ufed  re- 
criminations in  their  defence.  In  all  probability, 
every  circumftance  of  the  difpute  was  not  explained 
to  the  fatisfaction  of  all  parties,  inafmuch  as  that 
great  Commander  quitted  the  harvefl:  of  military 
glory,  and,  like  another  Cincinnatus,  retired  to  his 
plough.  The  convention  of  Cloiler-Seven  was 
equally  difagreeable  to  the  Courts  of  London  anti 
Veriailles,  The  former  faw  the  eledlorate  of  Hano- 
ver left,  by  this  capitulation,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
enemv,  who  had  taken  poireihon  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, feifed  the  revenues,  exacted  contributions,  and 
changed  the  whole  form  of  govi;;rnment,  in  the  name 
of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Maiefty:  while  the  French 
army,  which  had  been  employed  in  oppofing  the 
Elanoverians,  w’as  now  at  liberty  to  throw  their  addi- 
tional force  into  the  fcale  againft  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
who,  at  that  period,  feemed  to  totter  on  the  verge 
of  deftrudlion.  On  the  other  hand,  the  French 
miniftry  thought  their  General  had  granted  too  fa- 
vourable terms  to  a body  of  forces,  whom  he  had 
cooped  up  in  fuch  a manner,  that,  in  a little  time, 
they  muft  have  furrendered  at  diferetion.  7'hey, 
therefore,  determined  either  to  provoke  the  Hano- 
verians by  ill-ufage  to  an  inFaCtion  of  the  treaty, 
or,  fliould  that  be  found  impradicable,  renounce  it 
as  an  imperfeil  con.'^'^non,  etlablilhed  without  pro- 
per authority.  Bot>  edients  were  ufed  without; 
referve.  They  were  Iboner  informed  of  the  ca- 
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BOOK  pitnlation,  than  they  refufed  to  acknowledge  its  vali- 
dity,  except  on  condition  that  the  Flanoverian  troops 
Ihould  formally  engage  to  defifl:  from  all  fervice 
againft  France  and  her  allies  during  the  prefent  war, 
and  be  difarmed  on  their  return  to  their  own  coun- 
try. At  the  fan'ie  time  her  General,  who  com- 
manded in  the  eledlorate,  exhaufted  the  country, 
by  levying  exorbitant  contributions,  and  connived 
at  fuch  outrages  as  degraded  his  own  dignity,  and 
refledted  difgrace  on  the  charadter  of  his  nation. 
The  Court  of  London,  to  make  a merit  of  neceffity, 
affedled  to  confider  the  conventional  a6l  as  a provi- 
fional  armiftice,  to  pave  the  way  for  a negociation 
that  might  terminate  in  a general  peace,  and  pro- 
pofals  were  offered  for  that  purpofe : but  the  French 
miniflry  kept  aloof,  and  feemed  refolved  that  the 
electorate  of  Flanover  fhonld  be  annexed  to  their 
King’s  dominions.  At  leafl,  they  were  bent  upon 
keeping  it  as  a precious  depofitum,  which,  in  the 
plan  of  a general  pacification,  they  imagined,  would 

counterbalance  any  advantage  that  Great-Britain 

• • • 

might  obtain  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Had 
they  been  allowed  to  keep  this  depofit,  the  king- 
dom of  Great-Britain  would  have  faved  about  twenty 
millions  of  money,  together  with  the  lives  of  her 
befl  foldiers;  and  Weftphalia  would  have  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  all  the  blefiings  of  fecurity  and 
peac<.  But  the  King  of  England’s  tendernefs  for 
Flanover  was  one  of  the  chief  fources  of  the  mif- 
fortunes  which  befell  that  cledorate.  Fie  could  not 


bear  the  thoughts  of  feeing  it,  even  for  a fealbn,  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy ; and  his  own  fentiments  in 
this  particular  were  reinforced  by  the  preffing  re- 
monftrances  of  the  Pruffian  Monarch,  whom,  at  this 
]un6lure,  he  thought  it  dangerous  to  difoblige. 
A6luated  by  thefe  motives,  he  was  pleafed  to  fee 
the  articles  of  the  convention  fo  palpably  contra- 
vened, becaufe  the  violation  unbound  his  hands, 
and  enabled  him,  confiftently  with  good  faith,  to 

take 
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take  eiFectiial  fteps  for  the  alTiRance  of  his  ally,  and  chap* 
the  recovery  of  his  own  dominions.  He,  therefore,  ^ 

in  quality  of  Eledlor  of  Brunfwick-Lunenbourg, 
publifhed  a declaration,  obferving,  That  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had,  on  his  .part, 
honeftly  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  of  the  conven- 
tion ; but  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  demanded  that 
the  troops  lliould  enter  into  an  engagement  fpecified 
above,  and  lay  down  their  arms ; although  it  was 
exprefsly  ftipulated  in  the  convention,  that  they 
fhould  not  be  regarded  as  prifoners  of  war,  under 
which  quality  alone  they  could  be  difarmed : that 
the  French  Court  pretended  to  treat  the  convention 
as  a military  regulation  only ; and,  indeed,  it  was 
originally  nothing  more  ^ but  as  they  had  exprefsly 
difowned  its  validity,  and  a negociation  had  been 
adtually  begun  for  difarming  the  auxiliaries,  upon 
certain  conditions,  though  the  French  General  would 
never  anfwer  categorically,  but  waited  always  for 
frefh  inftrudtions  from  Verfailles,  the  nature  of  that 
a6l  was  totally  changed,  and  wiiat  was  at  firft  an 
agreement  between  General  and  General  was  now 
become  a matter  of^ftate  betv/een  the  two  Courts  of 
London  and  Verfailles  : that,  however  hard  the  con- 
ditions of  the  convention  appeared  to  be  for  the 
troops  of  Hanover,  his  Britannick  Majefty  would 
have  acquiefeed  in  them,  had  not  the  French  gla- 
ringly difeovered  their  defign  of  totally  ruining  his 
army,  and  his  dominions;  and,  by  the  moft  out- 
rageous conduft,  freed  his  Britannick  Majefty  from 
every  obligation  under  which  he  had  been  laid  by 
the  convention ; that  in  the  midft  of  the  armiftice 
the  moft  open  hoftilities  had  been  committed ; the 
caftle  of  Schartzfels  had  been  forcibly  feized  and 
pillaged,  and  the  garrifon  made  prifoners  of  war : 
the  prifoners  made  by  the  French  before  the  con- 
vention had  not  been  reftored,  according  to  an  ex- 
prefs  article  ftipulated  between  the  Generals,  though 
it  had  been  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  Electorate, 
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BOOK  by  the  immediate  releafe  of  the  French  prifoners; 
the  bailies  of  thofe  diftricls,  from  which  the  F'rench 
' troops  were  excluded  by  mutual  agreement,  had  been 
fummoned,  on  pain  of  military  execution,  to  appear 
before  the  French  commiflary,  and  compelled  to  de- 
liver into  his  hands  the  publick  revenue  : the  French 
had  appropriated  to  themfelves  part  of  thofe  maga- 
zines, which,  by  exprefs  agreement,  were  deftined  for 
the  life  of  the  eledtorai  troops ; and  they  had  feized 
the  houfes,  revenue,  and  corn  belonging  to  the  King 
of  England  in  the  city  of  Bremicn,  in  violation  of 
their  engagem.cnt  to  confider  that  city  as  a place 
abfolutely  free  and  neutral.  He  took  notice  that 
they  had  proceeded  to  menaces  unheard  of  among 
civilized  people,  of  burning,  kicking,  and  deftroy- 
ino;  every  thing  chat;,/ 'll  in  their  wav,  fhoulci  the 
leail  hefitation  be  made  in  executing  the  convention 
according  to  their  interpretation.”- — Such  vrere  the 
profelfed  confiderations  that  determined  his  Britan- 
nick  Majeuy  to -renounce  the  agreement  wliich  they 
had  violated,  and  have  recourfe  to  arms  for  the  re- 
lief of  his  fubjedts  and  allies.  It  was  in  conlcquence 
of  this  determination  that  he  conferred  the  com- 
mand of  his  electoral  army  on  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Bninfwick,  brother  to  the  Duke  of  that  name,  who 
had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  the  Piuffian  ariny  by 
his  great  military  talents,  and  was,  by  blood  and  in- 
clination, as  well  as  intercfl,  fuppofed  warmly  at- 
tached to  his  Britannick  Majefty.  The  truth  is,  the 
King  of  PruTia  recommended  him  to  this  cOvn- 
mand,  becaufe  he  knew  he  could  depend  upon  his 
concurring  witfi  all  Iiis  meafures,  in  condud'ting  the 
operations  of  the  Britifh  army.  The  Duke  de  Riche- 
lieu was  no  fooner  informed  of  thefe  particulars, 
than  he  font  a letter  to  Prince  Ferdinand,  fpecifying. 
That  although  for  fdme  days  he  had  perceived  the 
Hanoverian  tioops  in  motion,  in  order  to  form 
tliemfeives  into  a body,  he  could  not  imagine  the 
objeSl;  of  tiiele  movements  w’as  to  infringe  the 

convention 
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convention  of  neutrality  which  had  been  eftabliflred  c H a p. 
between  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  hirnfeih  as 
French  General ; that  he  was  blinded  fo  far  by  his 
confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  the  Eledlor  of  Fla- 
nover,  who  had  figned  that  convention,  as  to  believe 
the  troops  were  affemblcd  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  be  diftributed  into  winter-quarters,  which  had 
been  afiigncd  them  by  the  agreement ; but  Ids  eyes 
were  at  iait  opened,  by  repeated  advices  which  he 
had  received  from  all  quarters,  importing,  that  the 
^ Hanoverians  intended  to  infringe  thofe  articles  which 
ought  to  be  facred  and  Inviolable  : he  affiriPied,  the 
King  his  mafeer  was  ftill  willing  to  give  frcfli  proofs 
of  his  moderation,  and  his  defire  to  fpare  the  effu- 
fion  of  human  blood:  with  t' /'t  view  he  declared 
to  his  Serene  Highnefs,  in  name  of  his  Moll 
Chriftian  Majefly,  that  he  periifted  in  his  refolution 
of  fulfilling  exadfly  all  die  points  of  the  convention, 
provided  they  fliould  be  equally  obferved  by  the 
Hanoverian  armyj  but  he  could  not  help  apprifing  ' 
his  Serene  Highnefs,  that  if  this  army  lliouid  take 
any  equivocal  hep,  and,  hill  more,  fliould  it  com- 
mit any  act  of  hoftility,  he  would  then  pufli  matteis 
to  the  lad  extremiity,  looking  upon  himfelf  as  au- 
tliorifed  fo  to  do  by  the  rules  of  war : that  he  would 
fet  fire  to  all  the  palaces,  houfes,  and  gardens;  fack 
all  the  towns  and  villages,  without  fparing  the  mod 
inconfiderable  cottage,  and  fubjecd  the  country  to  all 
the  horrours  of  war  and  devadation.  Fie  conjured 
his  Serene  Highnefs  to  refledl  on  thefe  particulars, 
and  begged  he  would  not  lay  him  under  the  necellity 
of  taking  deps  fo  contrary  to  his  own  perfonal  cha- 
radler,  as  well  as  to  the  natural  humanity  of  the 
French  nation.”  To  this  letter,  which  was  feconded 
by  the  Count  de  Lynar  the  Danifli  Ambafiador,  who 
had  meditated  the  convention.  Prince  Ferdinand 
returned  a very  laconick  anfwer,  intimating,  that  he 
would  give  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  his  anfwer  in  per- 
fon  at  the  head  of  his  'army.  At  this  particular 
^ junClure, 
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BOOK  jun6lure,  the  French  General  was  difpofed  to  abide 
by  the  original  articles  of  the  convention,  rather  than 
draw  upon  himfelf  the  hoftilities  of*  an  army  which 
he  knew  to  be  brave,  refoliite,  and  well  appointed, 
and  which  he  faw  at  prefent  animated  with  an  eager 
defire  of  wiping  out  the  difgrace  they  had  fuftained 
by  the  capitulation,  as  well  as  of  relieving  their 
country  from  the  grievous  oppreflion  under  which  it 
groaned. 

§ XXVI.  About  the  latter  end  of  November  the 
Flanoverian  army  was  wholly  aflembled  at  Stadc, 
under  the  aufpices  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  who  re- 
folved,  without  delay,  to  drive  the  French  from  the 
cledlorate,  whither  they  now  began  their  march. 
Part  of  the  enemy’s  rear,  confifting  of  two  thoufand 
men,  was,  in  their  march  back  to  Zell,  attacked  in 
the  bailiwick  of  Ebftorff,  and  entirely  defeated  by 
General  Schuyienbourg : and,  in  a few  days  after 
this  adion,  another  happened  upon  the  river  Aller, 
between  two  confiderabie  bodies  of  each  army,  in 
which  the  Flanoverians,  commanded  by  General 
Zaftrow,  remained  mafiers  of  the  field.  Thefe 
petty  advantages  ferved  to  encourage  the  allies,  and 
put  them  in  poffelTion  of  Lunenbourg,  Zell,  and 
part  of  the  Lrunfwick  dominions,  which  the  enemy 
were  obliged  to  abandon.  The  operations  of  Prince 
Ferdinand,  however,  were  retarded  by  the  refolu- 
tion  and  obftinate  perfeverance  of  the  French  officer 
who  commanded  the  garrifon  of  Harbourg.  When 
the  Hanoverian  troops  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
the  town,  he  retired  into  the  caftle,  which  he  held 
out  againft  a confiderabie  detachment  of  the  allied 
army,  by  whom  it  was  invefted ; at  length,  however, 
the  fortifications  being  entirely  demolifhed,  he  fur- 
rendered  upon  capitulation.  On  the  fixth  day  of 
December  Prince  Ferdinand  began  his  march  towards 
Zell,  where  the  French  army  had  taken  poft,  under 
the  command  of  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  who,  at 
the  approach  of  the  Hanoverians,  called  in  his  ad- 
vanced 
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vanced parties,  abandoned  feveral magazines,  burned  chap, 
all  the  farm-houfes  and  buildings  belon^ng  to  the  _ _ _ * ^ 
fheep  walks  of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  without  pay-  1757. 
ing  the  lead  regard  to  the  reprefentations  made  by 
Prince  Ferdinand  on  this  fubject;  reduced  the  fub- 
iirbs  of  Zell  to  aflres  after  having  allowed  his  men 
to  plunder  the  houies,  and  even  fet  fire  to  the  Or- 
phan-hofpital,  in  which  a great  number  of  helplels 
children  are  faid  to  have  perifhed.  One  cannot, 
without  horrour,  refle6l  upon  fuch  brutal  a6ls  of  in- 
humanity. The  French  troops  on  divers  occafions, 
and  in  different  parts  of  the  Fmpire,  a6led  tragedies 
of  the  fame  nature,  which  are  not  eafily  reconcileable 
to  the  charader  of  a nation  famed  for  fentiment  and 
civility.  The  Hanoverians  having  advanced  within 
a league  of  Zell,  the  two  armies  began  to  cannonade 
each  other  j the  French  troops  pofhed  on  the  right 
of  the  Aller  burned  their  magazines,  and  retired  into 
the  town,  where  they  were  fo  ftrongly  entrenched, 
that  Prince  Ferdinand  could  not  attenipt  the  river, 
the  paffes  of  which  were  ftrongly  guarded  by  the 
enemy.  At  the  fame  time,  his  troops  were  expofed 
to  great  hardfliips  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather; 
he,  therefore,  retreated  to  Ultzen  and  Lunenbourg, 
where  his  army  was  put  into  winter-quarters,  and 
executed  feveral  fmall  enterprifes  by  detachment, 
while  the  French  General  fixed  his  head-quarters  in 
the  city  of  Hanover,  his  cantonments  extending  as 
far  as  Zell,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  many 
fliarp  fkirmifhes  were  fought  by  the  out-parties 
with  various  fuccefs.  Their  Imperial  Majefties  were 
no  fooner  apprifed  of  thefe  tranfadions,  which  they 
confidered  as  infradions  of  the  convention,  than  they 
fent  an  intimation  to  the  Baron  de  Steinberg,  mini- 
fter  from  the  King  of  Great-Britain  as  Eie6tor  of 
Flanover,  that  he  fliould  appear  no  more  at  court, 
or  confer  with  their  minifters  ; and  that  his  refiding 
at  Vienna,  as  he  might  eafily  conceive,  could  not  be 
very  agreeable : in  confequence  of  which  meffage  he 
J retired. 
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BOOK  retired,  after  having  obtained  the  necefTaiy  paffporta 
for  his  departure.  The  chagrin  occafioned  at  the 
court  of  Vienna  by  the  Hanoverian  army’s,  having 
recourfe  to  their  arms  again  was,  in  fome  meafure, 
alleviated  by  the  certain  tidings  received  fiom  Peterf- 
burgh,  that  the  Czarina  had  figned  her  acceffion  in 
form  to  the  treaty  between  the  courts  of  Vienna, 
Verfailles,  and  Stockholm. 

§ XXVn.  In  clofing  our  account  of  this  year’s 
tranfadlions  on  the  continent,  we  may  obferve,  that 
on  the  fixreenth  day  of  NcWember  the  Queen  of  Po- 
land died  at  Berlin  of  an  apoplexy,  fuppofed  to  be 
occafioned  by  the  Brock  flie  received  on  hearing  that 
the  French  were  totally  defeated  at  Rofbach.  She 
was  a lady  of  exemplary  virtue  and  piety,  whofe  con- 
ftitiition  had  been  broke  by  grief  and  anxiety  con- 
ceived from  the  diftrefs  of  her  own  family,  as  well  as 
from  the  mifery  to  which  fire  faw  her  people  expofed. 
Witlr  refpedt  to  the  European  powers  that  were  not 
adlually  engaged  as  principals  in  the  war,  they  fecmed 
induftrioufiy  to  avoid  every  flep  that  might  be  con- 
ftrued  a deviation  from  the  moft  fcrupulous  neu- 
trality. The  States-General  proceeded  with  great 
circumfpedtion,  in  the  middle  courfe  between  two 
powerful  neighbours,  equally  jealous  and  formidable; 
and  the  King  of  Spain  was  gratified  for  his  forbear- 
ance with  a convention  fettled  between  him  and  the 
belligerent  powers,  implying,  that  his  fubjecls  flrould 
pLirfue  their  commerce  at  fea  without  moleftation, 
provided  they  fhould  not  tranfport  thofe  articles  of 
merchandife  which  were  deemed  contraband  by  all 
nations.  The  operations  at  fea,  during  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  were  far 
from  being  decifive  or  important.  The  commerce 
of  Great-Britain  fuilained  confiderable  damage  from 
the  activity  and  fuccefs  of  French  privateers,  of 
wliich  a great  number  had  been  equipped  in  the 
illands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe.  The  Green- 
wich fnip  of  v/ar,  mounted  with  fifty  guns,  and  a 

frigate 


i 


I7S7- 


GEORGE  n.  223 

frigate  of  twenty,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  c n A ?, 
together  w'ith  a. very  confiderabk  number  of  trading 
vefiels.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Fnglifn  cruifers 
and  privateers  acquitted  thcmfelvcs  with  equal  vigi- 
lance and  valour.  The  Due  d’Acquitaine,  a large 
fhip  of  fifty  guns,  was  taken  in  the  month  ot  June 
by  two  Britifii  fnips  of  war,  after  a fevere  engage- 
ment , and,  about  the  fame  time,  the  Aquilon,  of 
nearly  the  fame  force,  was  driven  on  iliore  and  de- 
ilroycd  near  Bred  by  the  Antelope,  one  of  the  Bntilli 
cruifers.  A French  frigate  of  twenty-fix  guns, 
called  the  Emeraude,  was  taken  in  the  channel, 
after  a warm  engagement,  by  an  Englilli  fiiip  of 
inferior  force,  under  tlie  coivimand  of  Captain  Gii- 
chrifi,  a gallant  and  alert  officer,  who,  in  the  fequel, 
fignalifed  himielf  on  divers  occafions,  by  very  extra- 
ordinary acls  of  valour.  All  the  fea-officers  feemed  - 
to  be  animated  with  a noble  emulation  to  diifinguifii 
themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and  the 
fpirit  defeended  even  to  the  captains  of  privateers, 
who,  inflead  of  imitating  the  former  commanders 
of  that  clafs,  in  avoiding  lElps  of  force,  and  center- 
ing their  whole  attention  in  advantageous  prizes,  now 
encountered  the  armed  firips  of  the  enemy,  and  fought 
with  the  moil  obflinate  valour  in  the  purfuit  of  na- 
tional glory. 

§ XX VI II.  Perhaps  hiftory  cannot  afford  a more 
remarkable  inftance  of  defperate  courage  than  that 
which  was  exerted  in  December  of  the  preceding 
year,  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  an  Englifli  priva- 
teer, called  the  Terrible,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  William  Death,  equipped  with  twenty-fix 
carriage  suns,  and  manned  with  two  hundred  failors. 

O O ^ ^ 

On  tlie  twenty-tliird  day  or  the  month  he  engaged 
and  made  jrrize  of  a large  French  fnip  from  Sr. 
Donaingo,  after  an  obfiinate  battle,  in  which  he  loft 
his  own  brother  and  fixteen  feamen:  then  he  fecured 
with  forty  men  his  prize,  which  contained  a valuable 
cargo,  and  directed  his  courfe  to  Elngland,  bu:  in  a 
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BOOK  few  days  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  the 
Vengeance,  a privateer  of  St.  Maloes,  carrying 
thirty- fix  large  cannon,  with  a complement  of  three 
hundred  and  fixty  men.  Their  firll  flep  was  to  at- 
tack the  prize,  which  was  eafily  re-taken  , then  the 
two  fhips  bore  down  upon  the  Terrible,  whofe  main- 
mail  was  Ihot  away  by  the  hrft  broadfide.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  difaller,  the  I'errible  maintained  fuch 
a furious  engagement  agamlt  both  as  can  hardly  be 
paralleled  in  the  annals  of  Britain.  The  French 
commander  .and  his  fecon^  were  killed,  with  two 
ttiirds  of  his  company;  but  the  gallant  Captain  Death, 
with  the  great  part  of  his  officers,  and  almoll  his 
whole  crew,  having  met  with  the  fame  fate,  his  fhip 
was  boarded  by  the  enemy,  who  found  no  more  than 
twenty-fix  perfons  alive,  fixteen  of  whom  were  mu- 
tilated by  the  lofs  of  leg  or  arm,  and  the  other  ten 
grievoufly  wounded.  The  Ihip  itfelf  was  fo  lliat- 
tered,  that  it  could  fcarce  be  kept  above  water,  and 
the  whole  exhibited  a fcene  of  blood,  horror,  and 
defolation.  The  vidlor  itfelf  lay  like  a wTeck  on  the 
furface  ; and  in  this  condition  made  Ihift,  with  great 
difficulty,  to  tow  the  Terrible  * into  St.  Maloes, 
v/here  Ihe  was  not  beheld  without  allonifliment  and 
terror.  This  adventure  was  no  fooner  known  in 
England,  than  a liberal  fubfcription  was  raifed  for 
the  fupport  of  Death’s  widow,  and  that  part  of  the 
crew  which  furvived  the  engagement.  In  this,  and 
every  fea-rencounter  that  happened  within  the  prefent 
year,  the  fuperiority  in  lldll  and  refolution  was  afcer- 
tained  to  the  Britiffi  mariners;  for  even  when  they 
fought  againff;  great  odds,  their  courage  was  gene- 
rally crowned  with  fuccefs.  In  the  month  of  No- 
vember, Captain  L^ockhart,  a young  gentleman, 
who  had  already  rendered  himfelf  a terror  to  the 


* Tliere  was  a fti'ange  combination  of  names  belonging  to  this  pri- 
vateer, the  Terrible,  equipped  at  Execution-Dock,  commanded  by 
Captain  Death,  whole  Lieutenant  was  called  Devil,  and  who  had  one 
Gholl  for  1'urge.^ii. 
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tnemy  as  commander  of  a fmall  frigate,  now  added  C 
confiderably  to  his  reputation,  by  reducing  the  Me- 
lampe,  a French  privateer  of  Bayonne,  greatly  fupc- 
rior  to  his  own  fliip  in  number  of  men  and  weight  of 
metal.  This  exploit  was  feconded  by  another  of  the 
fame  nature,  in  his  conqueft  of  another  French  ad- 
venturer, called  the  Countefs  of  Gramont ; and  a 
third  large  privateer  of  Bayonne  was  taken  by  Cap- 
tain Saumarez,  commander  of  the  Antelope.  In  a 
word,  the  narrow  fea^  were  fo  v;ell  guarded,  that  in 
a little  time  fcarce  a French  fhip  durft  appear  in  the 
Englifli  channel,  which  the  Britifh  traders  navigated 
without  moleftation. 

§ XXIX.  On  the  firft  day  of  December,  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  opened  the  felTion  of  Parliament 
with  a fpeech  from  the  throne,  which  feemed  calcu- 
lated to  prepare  the  nation  for  the  expence  of  main- 
taining a new  war  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  His 
Majefty  gracioufly  declared.  That  it  would  have 
given  him  a moft  fenfible  pleafure  to  acquaint  them 
at  the  opening  of  the  felTion,  that  his  fuccefs  in  car- 
rying on  the  war  had  been  equal  to  the  juftice  of  his 
raufe,  and  the  extent  and  vigour  of  the  meafures 
formed  for  that  purpofe*  He  exprelTed  the  firmeR' 
confidence,  that  the  fpirit  and  bravery  of  the  nation, 
fo  renowned  in  all  rimes,  which  had  formerly  fur- 
mounted  fo  many  difficulties,  were  not  to  be  abated 
by  a few  difappointments,  which,  he  truRed,  might 
be  retrieved  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  and  the  zeal  and 
ardour  of  his  Parliament  for  his  MajeRy's  honour* 
and  the  advantage  of  their  country.  He  faid  it  was 
his  determined  refolution  to  apply  his  utmoR  efforts 
for  the  fecurity  of  his  kingdoms,  and  for  the  reco- 
very and  protedlion  of  the  pofleffions  and  rights  of 
his  crown  and  fubjedts  in  America,  and  elfewhere, 
as  well  by  the  RrongeR  exertion  of  his  naval  force, 
as  by  all  other  methods.  Fie  fignified,  that  another 
great  objedt  wliich  he  had  at  heart,  was  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  proteRant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of 
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B o OK  Europe ; and,  in  that  view,  to  encourage  and  adhere 

^ .to  his  allies.  For  this  caufe,  he  affured  them,  he 
J757.  would  decline  no  inconveniences,  and  in  this  caufe 
he  earneftly  foUicited  their  hearty  concurrence  and 
vigorous  aflTiftance.  He  obferved,  that  the  late  fig- 
nal  fuccefs  in  Germany  had  given  a happy  turn  to 
affairs,  which  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  improve; 
and  that,  in  fuch  a critical  conjundlure,  the  eyes  of 
all  Europe  were  upon  them.  He  particularly  re- 
commended to  them,  that  his  good  brother  and 
ally  the  King  of  Pruffia  might  be  fupported  in  fuch 
a manner  as  his  magnanimity  and  adtive  zeal  for  the 
common  caufe  appeared  to  deferve.  To  the  Com- 
mons he  expreffed  his  concern  that  the  large  fupplies 
they  had  already  granted  did  not  produce  all  th^ 
good  fruits  they  had  reafon  to  expert ; but  he  had  fo 
sreat  a reliance  on  their  wifdom,  as  not  to  doubt  of 
their  perfeverance.  He  only  defired  fuch  fupplies 
as  fhould  be  neceffary  for  the  publick  fervice,  and  told 
them  they  might  depend  upon  it,  that  the  beft  and  moft 
faithful  oeconomy  fhould  be  ufed.  He  took  notice 
of  that  fpirit  of  diforder  which  had  fhown  itfelf  among 
the  common  people  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom ; 
he  laid  injunftions  upon  them  to  ufe  their  endeavours 
for  difcoiiraging  and  fupprefling  fuch  abufes,  and 
for  maintaining  the  laws  and  lawful  authority.  He 
concluded  with  obferving,  that  nothing  would  fo 
cffedlually  conduce  to  the  defence  of  all  that  was 
dear  to  the  nation,  as  well  as  to  the  reducing  their 
enemies  to  reafon,  as  union  and  harmony  among 
themfelves.  The  time  was  when  every  paragraph 
of  this  harangue,  which  the  reader  will  perceive  is 
not  remarkable  for  its  elegance  and  propriety,  would 
have  been  canvaffed  and  impugned  by  the  country 
party  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They  would  have 
imputed  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the  war  to  the  indiferetion 
of  the  miniftry,  in  taking  prepofterous  meafures, 
and  appointing  commanders  unequal  to  the  fcrvice. 
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They  would  have  enquired  in  what  manner  the  pro-  CHAP, 
teftant  religion  was  endangered  ; and,  if  it  was,  how  . ^ 

it  could  be  preferved  or  promoted  by  adhering  to 
allies,  who,  without  provocation,  had  well  nigh 
ruined  the  firft  and  principal  proteftant  country  of 
the  Empire.  They  would  have  ftarted  doubts  with 
refpedt  to  the  late  fignal  fuccefs  in  Germany,  and 
hinted,  that  it  would  only  ferve  to  protra6t  the  bur- 
then of  a continental  war.  They  would  have  owned 
that  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon  them,  and 
drawn  this  confequence,  that  it  therefore  behoved 
them  to  a6l  with  the  more  delicacy  and  caution  in 
difeharging  of  the  facred  truft  repofed  in  them  by 
their  conftituents : a truft  which  their  confciences 
would  not  allow  to  be  faithfully  difeharged,  ftiould 
they  rufh  precipitately  into  the  deftrudive  meafures 
of  a rafli  and  prodigal  miniftry,  fquander  away  the 
wealth  of  the  nation,  and  add  to  the  grievous  incum- 
brances under  which  it  groaned,  in  lupport  of  con- 
nedions  and  alliances  that  were  equally  foreign  to  her 
confideration,  and  pernicious  to  her  intereft.  They 
would  have  inveftigated  that  caufe  which  was  fo 
warmly  recommended  for  fupport,  and  pretended  to 
difeover  that  it  was  a caufe  in  which  Great-Britain 
ought  to  have  had  no  concern,  becaufe  it  produced 
a certainty  of  lofs  without  the  lead:  profped  of  ad- 
vantage. They  would  have  varied  eflentially  in 
their  opinions  of  the  neceflary  fupplies,  from  the 
I'entiments  of  thofe  who  prepared  the  eftimates,  anc 
even  declared  fome  doubts  about  the  ceconomy  tc 
be  ufed  in  managing  the  national  expence  j finally, 
they  would  have  reprefented  the  impoftibility  of 
union  between  the  two  parties,  one  of  which  feemed 
bent  upon  reducing  the  other  to  beggary  and  con- 
tempt. Such  was  the  drain  that  ufed  to  flow  from 
an  oppofition,  faid  to  confift  of  difloyalty  and  difap- 
pointed  ambition.  But  that  malignant  fpirit  w'as 
now  happily  extinguillied.  The  voice  of  the  Sove- 
reign was  adored  as  the  oracle  of  a divinity,  and  thole 
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BOOK  happy  days  were  now  approaching  that  faw  the  Com- 
^ mons  of  England  pour  their  treafures,  in  fupport  of 

,7^7.  a German  prince,  with  fuch  a generous  hand,  that 
porterity  will  be  amazed  at  their  liberality. 

An.  1758.  ^ XXX.  To  the  fpeech  of  his  Majefty  the  Houfe 

of  Lords  returned  an  addrefs,  in  fuch  terms  of  com- 
placency as  had  long  diftinguifhed  that  illuflrious  af- 
fembly.  The  Commons  exprefled  their  approbation 
and  confidence  with  equal  ardour,  and  not  one  ob- 
icdlion  was  made  to  the  form'or  nature  of  the  addrefs^ 
though  one  gentleman,  equally  independent  in  his 
mind  and  fortune,  took  exceptions  to  fomc  of  the 
meafures  which  had  been  lately  purfued.  Their 
complaifance  was  more  fubftantially  fpecified  in  the 
refolutions  of  the  Houfe,  as  foon  as  the  two  great 
committees  of  fupply  were  appointed.  They  granted 
for  the  fea  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  fixty  thoufand 
men,  including  fourteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
forty- five  marines,  and  the  ftanding  army,  compre- 
hending four  thoufand  invalids,  was  fixed  at  fifty- 
three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven 
eftedfive  men,  commiffion  and  non  commiffion  offi- 
cers included.  For  the  maintenance  of  thefe  forces, 
by  fea  and  land,  the  charge  of  guards  and  garrifons 
at  home  and  abroad,  the  expence  of  the  Ordnance, 
and  in  order  to  make  good  the  fum  which  had  been 
ifiiied  by  his  Majefly’s  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the 
. addrefs  from  the  Commons,  they  now  allotted  four 
millions,  twenty-two  thoufand,  eight  hundred  and 
feven  pounds,  feven  fliillings,  and  three-pence. 
They  unanimoufly  granted,  as  a prefent  fupply  in 
the  then  critical  exigency,  towards  enabling  his 
Majefly  to  maintain  and  keep  together  the  army 
formed  laft  year  in  his  eledloral  dominions,  and  then 
again  put  in  motion,  and  adually  employed  againft 
the  common  enemy,  in  concert  with  the  King  of 
Prufiia,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds: 
for  tlie  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay  to 
the  fea- officers,  they  allowed  two  hundred  twenty- 
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Tour  thoufand,  four  hundred  twenty-one  pounds,  c 
live  ndllings,  and  eight-pence : towards  the  building* 
and  fupport  of  the  tiiree  hofpitals  for  feamen  at 
Gofport,  Plymouth,  and  Greenwich,  thirty  thoufand 
pounds : for  the  reduced  officers  of  the  land-forces 
and  marines,  penfions  to  the  widow's  of  officers,  and 
other  fuch  military  contingencies,  forty  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-fix  pounds,  feventeen  {hil- 
lings, and  eleven  pence  : towards  building,  re-build- 
ing, and  repairs  of  his  Maiefty’s  fliips  for  the  enluing 
year,  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds ; for 
defraying  the  charge  of  two  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  twenty  horfe,  and  nine  thoufand  nine  hundred 
infantry,  together  with  the  General  and  italf  officers, 
the  officers  of  the  hofpital  and  train  of  artillery,  be- 
ing the  troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  HefTe-Caffel  in 
the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  for  fixty  days,  together 
with  the  fubfidy  for  the  fiid  time,  purfuant  to  treaty, 
they  affigned  thirty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fixty  pounds,  nineteen  fliillings,  and  ten-pence  three 
farthings.  To  the  Foundling-hofpital  they  gave 
forty  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  deferted  young  children,  as  well  as  for 
the  reception  of  all  fuch  as  ihould  be  prefented  under 
a certain  age,  to  be  limited  by  the  governors  and 
guardians  of  that  charity.  Three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  were  given  towards  difcharging  the  debt  of 
the  navy,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  two  pounds  for  making  up  the 
deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  The  Landgrave  of  Heire-CafTel  was, 
moreover,  gratified  with  the  further  fum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty-fix 
pounds,  four  fhillings,  and  ninepence  farthing,  for  • 
the  maintenance  of  his  forces,  and  the  remainder  of 
his  fubfidy.  They  granted  fix  hundred  and  feventy 
thoul'and  pounds  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make 
good  his  engagements  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  pur- 
fuant to  a convention  lately  concluded  with  that  po- 
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B o o K tentate.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  thirty-eight 
thoufand  men  of  the  troops  of  Hanover,  Wolfen- 
' butte),  Saxe-Gotha,  and  the  Count  of  Buckebourg, 
together  with  that  of  general  and  ftafF-ofEcers  adlu- 
ally  employed  againft  the  common  enemy,  in  concert 
with  the  King  of  PrufTia,  from  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  November  in  the  laft,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of 
December  in  the  prefent  year  incluhve,  to  be  ifllied 
in  advance  every  two  months,  they  allotted  the  fum 
of  four  hundred  and  lixty-three  thoufand  eighty-four 
pounds,  fix  {hillings,  and  ten-pence ; and  further- 
more they  granted  three  hundred  eighty-fix  thoufand, 
nine  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  thirteen  fhillings, 
and  two-pence,  to  defray  the  charges  of  forage, 
bread-waggons,  train  of  artillery,  provifions,  wood, 
ftraw,  and  all  other  extraordinary  expences,  contin- 
gencies, and  Ioffes  whatfoever,  incurred,  or  to  be 
incurred,  on  account  of  his  Majefty’s  army,  con- 
fifting  of  thirty-eight  thoufand  men,  adlually  em- 
ployed againft  the  common  enemy,  in  concert  with 
the  King  of  Pruftia,  from  November  laft  to  next 
December  inclufive.  For  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  the  land-forces,  and  other  fervices,  incurred  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  and  not  provided  for  by 
Parliament,  they  allowed  one  hundred  forty- rive 
thoufand,  four  hundred  fifty- four  pounds,  fifteen 
flftilings,  and  one  farthing.  They  provided  eight 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  enable  his  Majefty  to 
defray  the  like  fum  raifed  in  purfuance  of  an  ad: 
made  in  the  laft  fefiion  of  Parliament,  and  charged 
upon  the  firft  aids  and  fupplies  to  be  granted  in  the 
current  fefiion.  1 wenty-fix  thoufand  pounds  were 
beftowed  on  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea-hofpital; 
above  twenty  thoufand  for  the  expence  of  maintain- 
ing the  colonies  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Georgia;  for 
reimburfip.g  to  the  province  of  MalTachufet’s-Bay, 
and  the  colony  of  Connedicut,  their  expence  in 
furnifliing  provifions  and  ftores  to  the  troops  raifed 
by  them,  for  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  in  the  campaign 
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of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  fix,  chap. 
the  fum  of  forty-one  thoufand,  one  hundred,  feven- 
teen  pounds,  feventeen  fhiiiings,  and  fix-pence  half-  * 
penny ; to  be  applied  towards  the  re-building  of 
London-bridge,  carrying  on  the  works  for  fortifying 
and  fecuring  the  harbour  of  Milford,  and  repairing 
the  Parifh-Church  of  St.  Margaret,  in  Wcftminfter, 
they  allotted  twenty-nine  thoufand  pounds.  The 
Eaft-India  company  were  indulged  with  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  on  account,  towards  enabling  them 
to  defray  the  expence  of  a military  force  in  their 
fettlement,  to  be  maintained  by  them  in  lieu  of  the 
battalion  of  his  Majefty’s  forces  withdrawn  from  thofe 
fettlements : the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  was 
given,  as  ufual,  for  maintaining  and  fupporting  the 
Britilh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ; 
and  eleven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty  were 
granted  as  an  augmentation  to  the  falaries  of  the 
judges  in  the  fuperior  courts  of  judicature.  They 
likewife  provided  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  pay  and  clothing  to  the  mi- 
litia, and  advanced  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
to  enable  his  Majefty  to  defray  any  extraordinary 
expences  of  the  war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  for 
the  fervice  of  the  current  year ; and  to  take  all  fuch 
meafures  as  might  be  neceffary  to  difappoint  or  defeat 
any  enterprifes  or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  as  the 
exigency  of  his  affairs  might  require.  The  whole 
iupplies  of  this  feffion  amounted  to  the  enormous  fum 
of  ten  millions,  four  hundred  eighty-fix  thoufand, 
four  hundred  fifty-feven  pounds,  and  one  penny. 

Nothing  could  fo  plainly  demonftrate  the  implicit 
confidence  which  the  Parliament,  at  this  jundure, 
repo  fed  in  the  fovereign  and  the  miniflry,  as  their 
condud  in  granting  fuch  liberal  fupplies,  great  part  of 
which  were  bellowed  in  favour  of  our  German  allies, 
whom  the  Britilli  nation  thus  generoufly  paid  for 
fighting  their  own  battles.  Befides  the  fum  of  one 
million,  eight  hundred  fixty-one  thoufand,  eight 
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J3  0^0  K hundred  ninety-feven  pounds,  four  fhillings,  and 
III.  eight  pence,  exprefsly  afTigned  for  the  fupport  of 
thefe  continental  connexions,  a fum  confiderably 
exceeding  the  whole  of  the  revenue  raifed  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  what  part  of  the 
fum  granted  to  the  King  for  extraordinary  expences 
might  be  applied  to  the  fame  ufe,  the  article  might 
not  improperly  be  fwelled  with  the  vaft  expence  in- 
curred by  expeditions  to  the  coaft  of  France ; the 
chief,  if  not  foie  defign  of  which  feemed  to  be  a 
diverfion  in  favour  of  the  nation’s  allies  in  Germany, 
by  preventing  France -from  fending  fuch  numerous 
armies  into  that  country  as  it  could  have  fpared, 
liad  not  its  fea-coafls  required  a confiderable  body 
of  forces  for  its  defence  againfh  the  attempts  of  the 
Fmglilh.  Indeed  the  partiftns  of  the  miniftry  were 
at  great  pains  to  fuggefl  and  inculcate  a belief,  that 
the  war  in  Germany  was  chiefly  fupported  as  a ne- 
ceffary  diverfion  in  favour  of  Great-Britain  and  her 
plantations,  which  would  have  been  expofed  to 
inliilt  and  invafion,  had  not  the  enemy’s  forces  been 
otherwife  employed.  But  the  abfurdity  of  this 
notion  will  at  once  appear  to  thofe  who  confider, 
that  by  this  time  Great-Britain  was  foie  miftrefs  of 
the  fea  ; that  the  navy  of  France  was  almoft  ruined, 
and  her  commerce  on  the  ocean  quite  extinguifhed ; 
that  file  could  not,  with  the  leafl:  profpeX  of 
fuccefs,  hazard  any  expedition  of  confequence  againft 
Great-Britain,  or  any  part  of  her  dominions,  while 
the  ocean  was  covered  with  fuch  powerful  navies 
belonging  to  that  nation ; and  that  if  one  third  part  . 
of  the  money,  annually  ingulfed  in  the  German 
vortex,  had  been  imployed  in  augmenting  the  naval 
forces  of  England,  and  thofe  forces  properly  exerted, 
not  a Angle  cruifer  would  have  been  able  to  ftir 
from  the  harbours  of  France ; all  her  colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies  would  have  fallen  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
^rms  of  Great-Britain  j and  thus  cut  off  from  the 
fefources  of  cppimerce,  llie  muft  have  been  content 
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to  embrace  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  the  vi6lor  flioiild  chap. 
have  thought  proper  to  prefcribe. 

§ XXXI.  'i'he  funds  eftablifhed  by  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  in  order  to  reaiife  thofe  articles  of 
fuppiy,  confifted  of  the  malt-tax,  the  land-tax,  at 
four  fliillings  in  the  pound,  fums  remaining  in  the 
Exchequer  produced  from  the  finking  fund,  four 
millions  live  hundred  thoiifand  pounds,  to  be  raifed 
by  annuities,  at  three  pounds  ten  Pniliings  per  cent, 
per  ann.  and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  a 
lottery,  attended  v/ith  annuities  redeemable  by 
Parliament,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent, 
per  ann.  thefe  feveral  annuities  to  be  transferrable  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  charged  upon  a fund  to 
be  eftablifhed  in  this  feffion  of  Parliament  for  pay- 
ment thereof,  and  for  which  the  finking  fund  fliould 
be  a collateral  fecurity* — one  million,  fix  hundred 

and 


♦ It  was  enabled,  That  every  perfon  fubferibing  for  live  hundred 
pounds  fliould  be  entitled  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  annuities,  and 
fifty  pounds  in  lottery  tickets,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  a greater 
pr  lefl'cr  funi } that  the  lottery  fliould  confift  of  tickets  of  the  value 
of  ten  pounds  eacii,  in  a proportion  not  exceeding  eigiit  blanks  to  a 
prize  ; the  blanks  to  be  of  the  value  of  fix  pounds  each,  the  blanks 
and  prizes  to  bear  an  interefi  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent, 
to  commence  from  the  firft  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thoul'and 
leven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  j and  that  the  fuin  of  four  millions, 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  railed  by  annuities,  fliould  bear 
an  interefi  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  ten  fliillings  per  cent,  from 
the  fifth  day  of  July,  in  the  prefent  year;  which  annuities  fliould 
Hand  reduced  to  three  pounds  per  cent,  after  the  expiiation  of 
twenty  four  years,  and  afterwards  be  redeemable  in  the  whole,  or 
jn  part,  by  fums  not  lefs  than  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  at  one 
time,  fix  months  notice  having  been  firft  given  of  fuch  payments 
refpe^lively  ; that  any  fubferiber  might,  on  or  before  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  Apiil,  make  a depofit  of  ten  pounds  per  cent,  on  fuch  fuin 
as  he  fliould  choofe  to  fubferibe  towards  raifing  thefe  five  millions. 
With  the  cafliiers  of  the  Bank,  as  a fecurity  for  his  future  payments 
on  the  days  appointed  for  that  purpofe  j that  the  feyeral  )ums  fo 
receiv-ed  by  the  cafliiers  fhould  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, to  be  applied  from  time  to  time  to  fuch  fervices  as  (hoiild  then 
have  been  voted  by  the  Houle  of  Commons  in  this  felfion  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  otherwil'e;  that  any  fubferiber,  paying  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  his  fubfeription  previous  to  the  days  appointed  for 
the  relpedive  payments,  fhould  be  allowed  a difeount,  at  the  rate  ot 
three  per  cent,  from  the  days  of  fuch  lelpedive  payments  to  the  re- 
^^e^live  times  on  which  fuch  payments  were  direfted  to  be  made,  and 
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c and  fix  thoufand  and  feventy-fix  pounds,  five  fhiU 
lings,  one  penny,  one  farthing,  ifTued  and  applied 
out  of  Rich  monies  as  fnould  or  might  arife  from 
the  furplufies,  excefles,  and  other  revenues  compo- 
fing  the  finking  fund — a tax  of  one  lliilling  in  the 
pound  to  be  annually  paid  from  all  falaries, 
fees,  and  perqiiifites  of  offices  and  employments 
in  Great-Britain,  and  from  all  penfions  and  other 
gratuities  payable  out  of  any  revenues  belonging 
to  his  Majefty  in  Great-Britain,  exceeding  the 
yearly  value  of  one  hundred  pounds*— an  impo-* 
iition  of  one  fliilling  annually  upon  every  dwell- 
ing-hoLife  inhabited  within  the  kingdom  of  Great- 
Britain  over  and  above  ail  other  duties  already 
chargeable  upon  them,  to  commence  from  the  fifth 
day  of  April — an  additional  tax  of  fix-pence  yearly 
for  every  window  or  light  in  every  dwell ing-houfe 
inhabited  in  Britain  which  fliall  contain  fifteen  win- 
dows or  upwards  j a continuation  of  certain  a<Rs 
near  expiring,  with  refpedt  to  the  duties  payable  on 
foreign  fail-cloth  imported  into  Great-Britain,  the 
exportation  of  Britifh  gun-powder,  the  fecuring  and 
encouraging  the  trade  of  his  Majefty’s  fugar  colo- 
nies in  America,  and  the  empowering  the  importers 
and  proprietors  of  fpirits  from  the  Britifh  fugar  plan- 
tations to  land  them  before  payment  of  the  duties  of 
excife,  and  to  lodge  them  in  warehoufes  at  their 
own  expenfe — an  annual  tax  of  forty  fhillings  for  a 
licenfe  to  be  taken  out  by  every  perfon  trading  in, 
felling,  or  vending  gold  or  River  plate,  in  lieu  of  the 
duty  of  fixpence  per  ounce  on  all  filver  plate,  made 
or  wrought,  or  which  ought  to  be  touched,  alfayed, 
or  marked  in  this  kingdom,  which  duty  now  ceafed 
and  determined — -a  celfation  of  all  draw-backs  pay- 
able on  the  exportation  of  River  plate — a law  prohi- 
biting all  pei  fons  from  felling,  by  retail,  any  fweet  or 
made  wines,  without  having  firR  procured  a licenfe 

for 

that  all  perfons  who  fliould  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid 
lottery  Ihould  receive  their  tickets  as  foon  as  they  could  be  conveni- 
( ntly  made  out. 
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for  that  purpofe — and  a loan  by  Exchequer  bills  for  c H A P. 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  charged  on  ^ 

the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  felTion  of 
Parliament.  Thefe  provifions  amounted  to  the  fum 
of  eleven  millions,  feventy-nine  thoufand,  feven 
hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds,  fix-lhiilings,  and 
ten-pence,  exceeding  the  grants  in  the  fum  of  five 
hundred  ninety-three  thoufand,  two  hundred  and 
fixty-five  pounds,  fix  Ihillings,  and  nine -pence,  fo 
that  the  nation  had  reafon  to  hope  that  this  furplus 
of  above  half  a million  would  prevent  any  demand 
for  deficiencies  in  the  next  feflion.  By  thefe  copious 
grants  of  a Houfe  of  Commons,  whofe  complaifance 
knew  no  bounds,  the  national  debt  was,  at  this 
iun61:ure,  fwelled  to  the  aftonifhing  fum  of  eighty- 
feven  millions,  three  hundred  and  fixty-feven  thou- 
fand, two  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  nineteen  {hil- 
lings, and  ten-pence  farthing ; a load  that  would 
have  crufhed  the  national  credit  of  any  other  (late  in 
Chriftendom. 

§ XXXII.  The  liberality  of  the  Parliament  was 
like  the  rock  in  the  wildernefs,  which  flowed  with 
the  welcome  ftream  when  touched  by  the  rod  of 
Mofes.  The  prefent  fupply  which  the  Commons 
granted  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  Hanoverian  army 
was,  in  purfuance  of  a meffage  from  his  Majefty, 
communicated  to  the  Houfe  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt, 
fignifying,  That  the  King  had  ordered  his  electoral 
army  to  be  put  again  in  motion,  that  it  might  a.6t 
with  vigour  againfl;  the  common  enemy,  in  concert 
with  his  good  brother  and  ally,  the  King  of  Pruffia  ; 
that  the  exhaufted  and  ruined  ftate  of  the  electorate 
having  rendered  it  incapable  of  maintaining  that 
army,  until  the  further  neceflary  charge  thereof,  as ' 
well  as  the  more  particular  meafures  then  concerting 
for  the  effectual  fupport  of  his  Pruffian  Majefly, 
could  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  the  King,  relying 
on  the  conftant  zeal  of  his  faithful  Commons  for 
the  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  of  the 

liberties 
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BOOK  liberties  of  Europe  againft  the  dangerous  defigns  of 

^ France  and  her  confederates,  found  hinnfelf,  in  the 

,7^s.  mean  tinic,  under  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  recom- 
mending to  the  Houfe  the  fpeedy  confideration  of 
fuch  a prefent  fupply  as  might  enable  his  Majefty,  in 
this  critical  conjuntture,  to  fubfift  and  keep  together 
the  faid  army.  This  addrefs  was  no  fooner  recited 
by  the  Speaker,  than  it  was  unanimoufly  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Supply,  who  gratified  his  Ma- 
iefly's  wifh  with  an  imnriediate  refolution  ; and,  con- 
sidering their  generous  difpofition,  doubtlefs  the 
fame  compliance  would  have  appeared,  even  though 
no  mention  had  been  made  of  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion, which,  to  men  of  ordinary  penetration,  ap- 
peared to  have  no  natural  concern  in  the  prefent  dif- 
pute  between  the  belligerent  powers,  although  former 
miniflers  had  often  violently  introduced  it  into  mef- 
fages  and  fpeeches  from  the  throne,  in  order  to 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  populace,  even  while  they  in- 
fulted  the  underftanding  of  thofe  who  v/ere  capable 
of  exercifing  their  own  reafon.  This  pretext  was 
worn  fo  threadbare,  that,  among  the  fenfible  part  of 
mankind,  it  could  no  longer  be  ufed  without  incur- 
ring contempt  and  ridicule.  In  order  to  perfuade 
mankind  that  the  Proteftant  religion  was  in  danger, 
it  would  have  been  neceflary  to  fpecify  the  defigns 
that  were  formed  againft  it,  as  well  as  the  nature  of 
the  confpiracy,  and  to  defcend  to  particulars,  pro- 
perly authenticated.  In  that  cafe,  great  part  of 
Europe  would  have  been  juftly  alarmed.  The 
States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  v/ho  have 
made  fuch  glorious  and  indefatigable  efforts  in  fup- 
port  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  would  furely  have 
lent  an  helping  hand  towards  its  prefervation.  The 
Danes  would  not  have  flood  tamely  neutral,  and 
feen  the  religion  they  profefs  expofed  to  the  rage  of 
fuch  a powerful  confederacy.  It  is  not  to  be  ima- 
gined that  tlic  Swedes,  who  have  fo  zealoufty  main- 
tained the  purity  of  tlie  Proteftant  faith,  v/ould  now 
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join  an  alTociation  whofe  aim  was  the  ruin  of  that  c 
religion.  It  is  not  credible  that  even  the  Hunga- 
rians,  v/ho  profefs  the  fame  faith,  and  other  Pro- 
teftant  States  of  the  Empire,  would  enter  fo  heartily 
into  the  interefts  of  thofe  who  were  bent  upon  its 
deftrudiion ; or  that  the  Ruffians  would  contribute 
to  the  aggrandifement  of  the  catholick  faith  and  dif- 
cipline,  fo  oppofite  to  that  of  the  Greek  citurch, 
which  they  efpoufe.  As,  therefore,  no  particular 
of  fuch  a defign  was  explained,  no  a6t  of  oppreffion 
towards  any  Proteilant  State  or  fociety  pointed  out, 
except  thofe  that  were  exercifed  by  the  Proteftants 
themfelves  ^ and  as  the  Court  of  Vienna  repeatedly 
difavowed  any  fuch  dehgn,  in  the  molt  folemn  man- 
ner, the  unprejudiced  part  of  mankind  will  be  apt 
to  conclude  that  the  cry  of  religion  was  ufed,  as  in 
former  times,  to  aroufe,  alarm,  and  inflame ; nor 
did  the  artifice  prove  altogether  unfuccefsful.  Not- 
withftanding  the  general  lukewarmth  of  the  age  in 
matters  of  religion,  it  produced  confiderable  effeft 
among  the  fanatick  fe61:aries  that  fwarm  through 
the  kingdom  of  England.  The  leaders  of  thofe 
blind  enthufiafls,  either  a61:uated  by  the  fpirit  of 
delufion,  or  defirous  of  recommending  themfelves 
to  the  prote6lion  of  the  higher  powers,  immediately 
feized  the  hint,  expatiating  vehemently  on  the  dan- 
ger that  impended  over  God’s  people ; and  exert- 
ing all  their  faculties  to  Imprefs  the  belief  of  a reli- 
gious war,  which  never  fails  to  exafperate  and  impel 
the  minds  of  men  to  fuch  deeds  of  cruelty  and  re- 
venge as  muft  diferedit  all  religion,  and  even  dif- 
grace  humanity.  The  fignal  truft  and  confidence 
which  the  Parliament  of  England  repofed  in  the 
King,  at  this  jundlure,  was  in  nothing  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  in  leaving  to  the  Crown  the  unlimited 
application  of  the  fum  granted  for  augmenting  the 
falaries  of  the  judges.  In  the  reign  of  King  Wil- 
liam, when  the  aft  of  fettlement  was  paffied,  the 
Parliament,  jealous  of  the  influence  wEich  the  Crown 
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might  acquire  over  the  Judges,  provided,  by  an 
exprefs  claufe  of  that  aft,  that  the  commiffions  of 
the  Judges  fhould  fubfift  quam  diu  Je  bene  gejerint^ 
and  that  their  falaries  fhould  be  eflablifhed : but 
now  we  find  a fum  of  money  granted  for  the  aug- 
mentation of  their  falaries,  and  the  Crown  veiled 
with  a difcretionary  power  to  proportion  and  apply 
this  augmentation  : a ftretch  of  complaifance,  which, 
how  fafe  foever  it  may  appear  during  the  reign  of  a 
Prince  famed  for  integrity  and  moderation,  will 
perhaps  one  day  be  confidered  as  a very  dangerous 
acceftion  to  the  prerogative. 

§ XXXIII.  So  fully  perfuaded  were  the  miniftry, 
that  the  Commons  would  chearfully  enable  them  to 
pay  what  fubfidies  they  might  promife  to  their  Ger- 
man allies,  that  on  the  eleventh  of  April  they  con- 
cluded a new  treaty  of  convention  with  his  PrulTian 
Majefty,  which,  that  it  might  have  the  firmer  con- 
fiftence,  and  the  greater  authority,  was,  on  the  part 
of  Great-Britain,  tranfafted  and  figned  by  almoft 
all  the  privT’-counfcllors  who  had  any  fliare  in  the 
adminiflration  *.  This  treaty,  which  was  figned  at 
Weflminfter,  imported,  That  the  contrafting 
powers  having  mutually  refolved  to  continue  their 
efforts  for  their  reciprocal  defence  and  fecurity,  for 
the  recovery  of  their  pofTeffions,  the  proteftion  of 
their  allies,  and  the  fupport  of  the  liberties  of  the 
Germanick  body,  his  Britannick  Majefty  had,  from 
thefe  confiderations,  determined  to  grant  to  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  an  immediate  fuccour  in  money, 
as  being  the  moft  ready  and  the  moft  efficacious ; 
and  their  Majefties  having  judged  it  proper  that 

thereupon 

* Thefe  were,  Sir  Robert  Henley,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal ; 
John,  Earlot  Granville,  Prefident  of  the  Council  j Thomas  Holies, 
Duke  of  Newcaftle,  Firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Treafiiry  ; Robert, 
Earl  of  Holdernefle,  one  of  the  principal  Seeretaries  of  State  j Philip, 
Earl  of  Hardwickej  and  William  Pitt,  Efq.  another  of  the  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State.  In  the  name  and  on  the  part  of  his  Pruflian 
Majefty,  the  Sieurs  Dado  Henry,  Baion  of  Knyphaufen,  his  Privy 
Counlellor  of  Embaffy,  and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
London  i and  Louis  Michel,  his  Refident  and  Charge  d'Affaires. 
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thereupon  a convention  fliould  be  made,  for  de-  chap. 
daring  and  fixing  their  intentions  upon  this  head,  ^ 

they  had  nominated  and  authorifed  their  refpedive  ,758. 
minifters,  who,  after  having  communicated  their 
full  powers  to  one  another,  agreed  to  the  following 
ftipulations  : — The  King  of  Great-Britain  engaged 
to  pay  in  the  city  of  London,  to  fuch  perfon  as 
fhould  be  authorifed  to  receive  it  by  his  Pru/Tian 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  four  millions  of  German  crowns, 
amounting  to  fix  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  to  be  paid  at  once,  and  in  one 
whole  fum,  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  rati- 
fications, upon  being  demanded  by  his  PrufTian 
Majefty.  This  Prince,  on  his  part,  obliged  himfelf 
to  apply  that  fum  to  the  maintaining  and  augment- 
ing his  forces,  which  fhould  act  in  the  beft  manner 
for  the  good  of  the  common  caufe,  and  for  the 
purpofe  of  reciprocal  defence  and  mutual  fccurity, 
propofed  by  their  faid  Majefties.  Moreover,  the 
high  contradling  parties  engaged  not  to  conclude 
any  treaty  of  peace,  truce,  or  neutrality,  nor  any 
other  fort  of  convention  or  agreement,  with  the 
powers  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  but  in  concert 
and  by  mutual  agreement,  wherein  both  fhould  be 
nominally  comprehended.  Finally,  it  was  ftipulated 
that  this  convention  fhould  be  ratified,  and  the  rati- 
fications exchanged  on  both  fides,  within  the  term 
of  fix  weeks,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  figii- 
ing  this  prefent  convention,  or  fooner,  if  poftible.” 

§ XXXIV.  All  the  refolutions  to  which  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  agreed  were  executed  by 
bills,  or  claufes  in  bills,  which  afterwards  received 
the  royal  fan6lion.  The  militia  ftill  continued  to  be 
an  obje61:  of  parliamentary  care  and  attention : but 
the  inftitution  was  not  yet  heartily  embraced,  be-* 
caufe  feemingly  difcountenanced  by  the  remnant  of 
the  old  miniftry,  which  ftill  maintained  a capital 
place  in  the  late  coalition,  and  indeed  almoft  wholly 
engrofted  the  diftiibution  of  penfions  and  places. 

The 
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The  Commons  having  prefented  an  addrefs  to  hl^ 
Majefby,  with  rerpe6l  to  the  harbour  of  Milford- 
haven,  a book  of  plans  and  eftimates  for  fortifying 
that  harbour  was  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  a com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  particulars.  They 
were  of  opinion  that  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  was 
too  wide  to  admit  of  any  fortification,  or  effedlual 
defence  ; but  that  the  paflage  called  Nailand-point, 
lying  higher  than  Hubberilone-road^  might  be  for- 
tified, fo  as  to  afford  fafe  riding  and  protedion  to 
the  trade  and  navy  of  GrCat-Britain  : that,  if  it 
fhould  be  thought  proper  hereafter  to  eftablilh  a 
yard  and  dock  for  building  and  equipping  fleets  at 
Milford,  no  place  could,  from  the  fituation,  nature, 
foil,  and  a general  concurrence  of  all  necelTary  local 
circumftances,  be  more  fitted  for  fuch  a clefignJ 
that  if  a proper  ufe  were  made  of  this  valuable 
though  long-negle6Led  harbour,  the  diftrefsful  de- 
lays, too  often  embarraffTing  and  difappointing  the 
nation  in  her  naval  operations,  might  be  in  a great 
meafure  happily  removed,  to  the  infinite  relief  and 
enlargement  of  the  kingdom  in  the  means  of  im- 
proving its  naval  force ; the  necelTary  progrefs  and 
free  execution  of  which  was  now  fo  unhappily  and 
frequently  reftrained  and  fruftrated,  by  the  want  of 
a harbour  like  that  of  Milford-haven,  framed  by 
nature  with  fuch  local  advantages.  This  report 
appeared  to  be  fo  well  fupported  by  evidence,  that  a 
bill  was  framed,  and  palfed  into  an  adt,  for  grant- 
ing ten  thoufand  pounds  towards  carrying  on  the 
works  for  fortifying  and  fecuring  the  harbour  of 
Milford  in  the  county  of  Pembroke.  Other  laws 
of  national  confequence  were  enadled,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  felTion,  with  little  or  no  oppofition.  On 
the  very  firff;  day  of  their  fitting,  the  Commons 
reeeived  a petition  from  the  mayor,  magiftrates, 
merchants,  and  inhabitants  of  Liverpool,  complain- 
ing of  the  high  price  of  wheat,  and  other  grain ; 
expreffing  their  apprehenfion  that  it  would  eonti^ 

nuc 
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ni^e  to  rife,  iinlefs  the  time  for  the  importation  of  c h A^- 
foreign  corn,  duty-free,  fliould  be  prolonged,  or 
Ibme  other  falutary  m.eafure  taken  by  Parliament, 
to  prevent  dealers  from  engroffing  corn ; fubmitting 
fo  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  a total  prohibition  of 
di {tilling  and  exporting  grain  while  the  high  price 
fliould  continue ; praying  they  would  take  the  pre- 
mifes  into  confideration,  and  grant  a leaibnable 
relief  to  the  petitioners,  by  a continuance  of  a free 
importation,  and  taking  fuch  other  effeflual  means 
to  reduce  the  growing  price  of  corn  as  to  them 
fliould  feem.  neceifary  and  expedient.  This  being 
an  urgent  cafe,  that  equally  interefled  the  humanity 
of  the  legiflature  and  the  manufaftures  of  the  king- 
dom, it  was  deliberated  upon,  and  difcuifed  with 
remarkable  difpatch.  In  a few  days  a bill  was  pre- 
pared, paifed  through  both  Houles,  and  enafted 
into  a law,  continuing  till  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
December,  in  the  prefent  year,  the  three  afls  of 
lail  feffion  ; for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  corn  ; 
for  prohibiting  the  diftillation  of  fpirits ; and  for 
allowing  the  importation  of  corn,  duty-free.  A 
fecond  law  was  eflabl idled,  regulating  the  price  and 
afiaze  of  bread,  and  fubjefling  to  fevere  penalties 
thofe  who  fliould  be  concerned  in  its  adulteration. 

In  confequence  of  certain  refolutions  taken  in  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  a bill  v/as  prefented 
for  prohibiting  the  payment  of  the  bounty  upon  the 
exportation  of  corn,  unlefs  fold  at  a lower  price  than 
is  allowed  in  an  a6l  paffed  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign 
of  William  and  Mary:  but  this  bill,  after  having 
been  read  a fecond  time,  and  committed,  was  neg- 
ieded,  and  proved  abortive,  ' 

§ XXXV.  In  confequence  of  a motion  made  by 
Mr.  Grenville,  a humane  bill  was  prepared  and 
brought  in  for  the  encouragement  of  feamen  em- 
ployed  in  the  royal  navy,  eftablifliing  a regular 
jnethod  for  the  punclual,  frequent,  and  certain  pay- 
ment of  their  wages  5 enabling  them  more  eafily 
VoL.  IV.  ■ R and 
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BOOK  and  readily  to  remit  m.oney  for  the  fupport  of  their 
^ wives  and  families,  and  preventing  the  frauds  and 
,73s.  abufes  attending  fuch  payments.  This  bill,  having 
pafled  the  Low'er  HonlK  engaged  in  a very  particu- 
lar manner  the  attention  of  the  Lords,  who,  by 
divers  meffages  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  defired 
the  attendance  of  feveral  members.  Thefe  meffages 
being  taken  into  confideration,  feveral  precedents 
were  recited  ; a debate  arofe  about  their  formality, 
and  the  Houfe  unanimoufly  refolved  that  a meffage 
ffould  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  acquainting  them  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  not  being  fu.0iciently  in- 
formed by  their  meffage  upon  what  grounds,  or 
for  what  purpofeSj  their  Lordlhips  defired  the  Houfe 
would  give  leave  to  fuch  of  their  members  as  were 
named  in  the  faid  meffages  to  attend  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  in  order  to  be  examined  upon  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill,  the  Commons  hopped  their  Lord- 
fhips  would  make  them  acquainted  with  their  inten- 
tion. The  Lords,  in  anfwer  to  this  intimation, 
gave  the  Commons  to  underffand,  that  they  defired 
the  attendance  of  the  members  mentioned  in  their 
meffages,  that  they  might  be  examined  as  wkneffes 
upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill.  This  explana- 
tion being  deemed  fatisfadlory,  the  members  attend- 
ed the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  they  were  carefully 
and  fully  examined,  as  perfons  converfant  in  fea- 
affairs,  touching  the  inconveniences  which  had  for- 
merly attended  the  fea-fervice,  as  well  as  the  reme- 
dies now  propofed : and  the  bill  having  paffed 
through  their  Houfe,  though  not  without  warm 
oppofition,  was  enaded  into  a law  by  his  Majefty's 
affent.  The  militia- act,  as  it  paffed  in  the  laft  fef- 
fion,  being  found  upon  trial  defedlive,  Mr.  Townf* 
hend  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a new  bill,  to  ex- 
plain, amend,  and  enforce  it : this  was  accordingly 
allowed,  prepared,  and  paffed  into  a law;  though 
it  did  not  feem  altogether  free  from  material  objcc- 
i^ions,  fome  of  which  w’ere  of  an  alarming  nature. 

7 The 
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The  power  vefted  by  law  in  the  Crown  over  the  c H a p. 
militia,  is  even  more  independent  than  that  which  it , ^ 

exercifes  over  the  (landing  army  : for  this  lad  expires  1758, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  if  not  continued  by  a new 
a6l  of  Parliament;  whereas  the  militia  is  fubjedled 
to  the  power  of  the  Crown  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
during  which  it  may  be  called  out  into  a6lual  fer- 
vice  without  confent  of  Parliament,  and  confequently 
employed'  for  finifter  purpofes.  A commilTion* 
officer  in  the  militia  may  be  detained,  as  fubjedl  to 
the  articles  of  war,  until  the  Crown  (hall  allow  the 
militia  to  return  to  their  refpeflive  parifhes ; and 
thus  engaged,  he  is  liable  to  death  as  a mutineer, 
or  deferter,  (hould  he  refufe  to  appear  in  arms,  and 
fight  in  lupport  of  the  word  meafures  of  the  word 
minider.  Several  merchants,  and  manufadlurers  of 
filk,  offered  a petition,  reprefenting,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  adl  paffed  in  the  lad  feffion,  allowing 
the  importation  of  fine  organzine  Italian  thrown  filk 
till  the  fird  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-feven,  they  had  given 
orders  to  their  correfpondents  abroad  to  fend  large 
quantities  of  fuch  filk  through  Germany  to  Ham- 
burgh and  Holland,  which  in  the  common  courfe 
of  things  might  probably  have  arrived  in  London 
before  the  a6l  expired,  if  their  carriage  had  not  been 
protracted  by  the  great  rains  and  inundations  in 
Italy  and  Germany,  in  the  months  of  Augud  and 
September  lad,  which  rendered  the  roads  for  many 
weeks  impaffable  : that  from  unlucky  accidents  on 
fliore,  and  dorms  and  contrary  winds  after  the  filk 
was  (hipped,  it  could  not  poffibly  arrive  within  the 
time  limited  by  the  aCl ; and  unlefs  it  (liould  b|e 
admitted  to  an  entry,  they,  the  petitioners,  would 
be  great  fufferers,  the  manufactures  greatly  preju- 
diced, and  the  good  end  and  purpofe  of  the  aCt  in 
a great  meafiire  frudrated : they,  therefore,  prayed 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  allowing  the  introduc- 
tion of  all  fuch  fine  Italian  organzinsd  filk  as  Ihould 

R 2 appear 


244 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

iJ  o o K appear  to  have  been  fl:iipped  in  Holland  and  Ham^ 
burgh  for  London,  on  or  before  the  firft  day  of 
1758.  December.  The  petition  being  referred  to  a com- 
mittee, which  reported  that  thefe  allegations  were 
true,  the  Houfe  complied  with  their  requeft,  and 
the  bill  having  pafled,  was  enadted  into  a law  in 
the  ufual  form.  A fpeedy  paffage  was  likewife 
granted  to  the  mutiny  bill,  and  the  other  annual 
meafure  for  regulating  the  marine  forces,  which 
contained  nothing  new  or  extraordinary.  A com- 
mittee being  appointed  to  enquire  what  laws  were 
already  expired,  or  near  expiring,  they  performed 
this  difficult  talk  with  indefatigable  patience  and 
perfeverance  ; and  in  purfuance  of  their  refolutions, 
three  bills  were  prepared  and  pafled  into  laws,  con- 
tinuing fome  adds  for  a certain  time,  and  rendering 
others  perpetual  . 

§ xxxvi 

* Among  thofe  rendered  perpetual,  we  find^n  a6t  oKthe  13th  and 
■I4tb  of  Charles  II.  for  preventing  theft  and  rapine.  An'afl  of  the 
^th  of  George  I.  for  punifhing  perfons  going  armed  in  difguife.  A 
claufe  in  the  a6l  of  the  6th  of  George  if.  to  prevent  the  breaking 
down  the  bank  of  any  river  ; and  another  claule  in  the  faid  a61,  to 
prevent  the  treacherous  cutting  of  hop-blnds.  Several  claufes  in  an 
a6l  of  the  loth  of  George  II.  for  punilhing  perfons  fetting  on  fire 
any  mine,  &c.  The  temporary  part  of  the  adl  of  the  20th  of  George 
II.  for  taking  away  the  hereditary  jurifdidions  of  Scotland,  rela- 
ting to  the  power  of  appealing  to  circuit  courts.  Thofe  continued 
were,  I.  An  aft  of  the  12th  of  George  II.  for  granting  liberty  to 
carry  lugars,  &:c.  until  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  in  the 
. year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty  four,  and  to  the  end  of 

the  next  feflion  of  Parliament.  II.  An  aft  of  the  5th  of  George  II. 
to  prevent  frauds  by  bankrupts,  &c.  for  the  fame  period.  III.  An 
aft  of  the  8th  of  George  II.  for  encouraging  the  importation  of 
naval  ftores,&c.  for  the  fame  period  IV.  An  aft  of  the  19th  of  George 
31.  for  preventing  frauds  in  the  admeafurement  of  coals,  &c,  until 
jane  24,  1759;  this  was  added,  a perpetual  claufe  for  pre- 

venting the  ftealing  or  deftroying  of  madder  robts.  V.  An  aft  of 
the  9th  of  George  II.  tor  encotiraging  the  manufafture  of  Britifli 
Itiil -'cloth  until  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty  four,  VI.  *An  aft  of  the  4th  of  George  II. 
granting  an  allowance  upon  ilritirti-made  gunpowder,  for  the  lame 
period.  VII.  An  aft  of  the  6th  of  George  II.  for  encouraging  the 
trade  of  the  fugar  colonies,  until  the  twenty-ninth  of  September, 
one  thoufanil  feven  hundred  and  fixty  one.  And,  VIII.  fo  much 
of  the  aft  of  the  15th  and  16th  of  Geo.  II.  to  empower  the  importers 
of  rum,  See.  as  relates  to  landing  it  before  the  pajment  of  duties, 
until  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fixty-four. 
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§ XXXVI.  The  Lord-Mayor,  Aldermen,  andCHAP. 
Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  common-coun- 
cil  affembled,  having  drawn  up  a petition  to  the^'^TT^sT^ 
Houfe  of  Commons,  alledging  that  the  toll  upon 
loaded  veffels,  or  other  craft,  paffihg  through  the 
arches  of  London- bridge,  granted  by  a former  a£t, 
paiTed  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty,  for  improving,  widening,  and  enlarging  the 
paffage  both  under  and  over  the  faid  bridge,  was 
altogether  precarious,  and  infufficient  to  defray  the 
expence,  including  that  of  a temporary  wooden 
bridge  already  ere6ledj  and  praying  that  a bill  might 
be  prepared,  for  explaining  and  rendering  that  adt 
effedtual ; a committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
the  contents,  and  a bill  brought  in  according  to  their 
requeft.  This,  however,  was  oppofed  by  a petition 
from  fcveral  perfons,  owners  of  barges,  and  other 
craft  navigating  the  river  Thames,  who  affirmed, 
that  if  the  bill  ffiould  pafs  into  a law  as  it  then  flood, 
it  would  be  extremely  injurious  to  the  petitioners  in 
particular,  and  to  the  publick  in  general.  Thefe 
were  heard  by  their  counfel  before  the  committee, 
but  no  report  was  yet  given,  when  the  temporary 
bridge  was  reduced  to  allies.  Then  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Comunons  of  London  prefented  ano- 
ther petition,  alledging,  that,  in  purfuance  of  the  ^ . 
powers  veiled  in  them  by  act  of  Parliament,  they 
had  already  demoliffied  a good  number  of  the  houfes 
on  London-Bridge,  and  directed  the  reft  that  were 
Handing  to  be  taken  down  with  ail  convenient  expe- 
dition, that  two  of  the  arches  might  be  laid  into  one  ^ 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation ; that  they 
had,  at  a very  great  expence,  ere6led  a temporary 
wooden  bridge,  to  preferve  a publick  paffage  to  and 
from  the  city,  until  the  great  arch  could  be  finilhed, 
which  temporary  bridge  being  confurned  by  fire, 
they  muft  rebuild  it  with  the  greated  expedition, 
at  a further  confiderable  expence  j that  the  fum 
necelTary  for  carrying  on  and  completing  this  great 
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BOOK  and  iifeful  work,  including  the  rebuilding  of  the 
faid  temporary  bridge,  was  eftimated  at  fourfcore 
thoufand  pounds  : and  as  the  improving,  widening, 
and  enlarging  London-Bridge,  was  calculated  for 
the  genera]  good  of  the  publick,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  trade  and  commerce,  and  for  making  the 
navigation  upon  the  river  Thames  more  fafe  an4 
fecure ; they,  therefore,  prayed  the  Houfe  to  take 
the  premifes  into  confideration.  This  petition  be-r 
ing  recommended  by  his  Majefty  to  the  confider^ 
ation  of  the  Houfe,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  produced  the  refolution  of  granting 
fifteen  thoufand  pounds  towards  the  rebuilding  of 
London-Bridge.  A bill  was  prepared,  under  the 
title  of  an  a6t  to  improve  widen,  and  enlarge  the 
pafiTage  over  and  through  London-Bridge,  enforcing 
the  payment  of  the  toll  impofed  upon  loaded  veflels, 
which  had  been  found  extremely  burthenfome  to 
trade;  but  this  incumbrance  was  pi  evented  by 
another  petition  of  feveral  merchants,  tradefmen, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Southwark, 
taking  notice  of  the  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  granted 
towards  the  repair  of  London-Bridge,  and,  as  they 
were  informed,  intended  to  make  the  faid  bridge 
free  for  all  his  Majcfty’s  fubjedls : they  faid  they 
hoped  to  partake  of  this  publick  bounty  ; but  after- 
wards hearing  that  the  bill  then  depending  was  con- 
fined to  the  tolls  formerly  granted  for  repairing  the 
faid  bridge,  they  reprefented  the  hardfhips  which 
they  and  all  traders  would  continue  to  labour  under; 
they  alledged,  that  the  furveyors  and  workmen,  then 
employed  upon  this  work,  had  difeovered  the  true 
principles  on  which  the  bridge  was  built ; that  the 
foundation  of  the  piers  confifted  of  hard  durable 
ftone,  well  cemented  together,  and  now  as  fbrong 
and  firm  as  when  firft  built ; that  when  the  bridge 
Ihould  be  finifhed,  great  favings  would  be  made  in 
keeping  it  in  repair,  from  the  fums  formerly  ex- 
pended, on  a miilaken  opinion,  that  the  foundation 

was 
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v.'as  of  wood ; that  there  were  very  confiderable  eflates  CHAP, 
appointed  folely  for  the  repairs  of  the  bridge,  which,  ^ 

they  apprehended,  would  be  fufficient  to  maintain  it  "*"1758. 
without  any  toll : or  if  they  Ihould  not  be  thought 
adequate  to  that  purpofe,  they  hoped  the  deficiency 
would  not  be  made  up  by  a toll  upon  trade  and 
commerce,  but  rather  by  an  impofition  on  coaches, 
chariots,  chaifes,  and  faddle-horfes.  This  remon- 
ftrance  made  no  impreffion  on  the  Houfe.  The  bill 
being,  on  a motion  of  Sir  John  Philips,  read  a third 
time,  pafled  through  both  Houfes,  and  obtained  the 
royal  aflent. 

§ XXXVIL  The  interefl:  of  the  manufaOiures 
was  alfo  confulted  in  an  a61:  encouraging  the  growth 
of  madder,  a plant  eflentially  necelfary  in  dying  and 
printing  callicoes,  which  may  be  raifed  in  England 
without  the  leaft  inconvenience.  It  was  judged, 
upon  enquiry,  that  the  moll  effecSlual  means  to  en- 
courage the  growth  of  this  commodity  would  be  to 
afcertain  the  tithe  of  it,  and  a bill  was  brought  in 
for  that  purpole.  The  rate  of  the  tithe  was  efta- 
blifhed  at  five  Ihillings  an  acre ; and  it  was  enacted, 
that  this  law  fhould  continue  in  force  for  fourteen 
years,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment j but  wherefore  this  encouragement  was  made 
cetnporary  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine.  The  laws 
relating  to  the  poor,  though  equally  numerous  and 
oppreflive  to  the  fubjecl,  having  been  found  defeftive, 
a new  claufe,  relating  to  the  fettlement  of  fervants 
and  apprentices,  was  nov/  added  to  an  a(5l  pafled  iri 
the  twentieth  year  of  the  prefent  reign,  intituled, 

An  a6l  for  the  better  adjufling  and  more  eafily 
recovery  of  the  wages  of  certain  .fervants,  and  of 
certain  apprentices,'’  No  country  in  the  univcrfe 
can  produce  fo  many  laws  made  in  behalf  of  the 
poor  as  thofe  that  are  daily  accumulating  in  England : 
in  no  other  country  is  there  fo  much  money  raifed' 
for  their  fupport,  by  private  charity,  as  w’ell  as 
publick  taxation ; yet  this,  as  much  as  any  country, 
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BOOK  fwarms  with  vagrant  beggars,  and  teenns  with  ob- 
je(5ts  of  mifery  and  diftrefs ; a furefign  cither  of  mif- 
condud  in  the  legiflature,  or  of  fhameful  relaxation 
in  the  executive  part  of  the  civil  adminiftration.— 
Thefcenesof  corruption,  perjury,  riot,  and  intem- 
perance, which  every  eledion  for  a member  of  Par- 
liamiCnt  had  lately  produced,  were  now  grown  fo 
infamouhy  open  and  intolerable,  and  the  right  of 
voting  was  rendered  fo  obfcure  and  perplexed  by 
the  pretenficns  and  proceedings  of  all  the  candidates 
for  Oxfordfhire  in  the  iaft  elcdion,  that  the  funda- 
mentals of  the  conftitution  feemed  to  fhake,  and 
the  very  elTence  of  Parliaments  to  be  in  danger. 
Aduated  by  thefe  apprehenfions.  Sir  John  Philips, 
a gentleman  of  Wales,  who  had  long  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  in  the  oppofition,  by  his  courage  and  inde- 
pendent fpirit,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  that 
fhould  obviate  any  doubts  which  might  arife  con- 
cerning the  eledors  of  knights  of  the  Thire  to  ferve 
in  Parliament  for  England,  and  further  regulate  the 
proceedings  of  fuch  eledions.  He  was  accordingly 
permitted  to  bring  in  fuch  a bill,  in  conjundion 
with  Mr.  Townlliend,  Mr.  Cornwall,  and  Lords 
North  and  Carysforts  and  In  the  ufual  courfe,  the 
bill  being  prepared,  was  enaded  into  a law,  under 
the  title  of,  An  ad  for  further  explaining  the  laws 
touching  the  eledors  of  knights  of  the  fnire  to 
ferve  in  Parliament  for  that  part  of  Great-Britain 
called  England.”  The  preamble  fpecified.  That 
though,  by  an  ad  paiTed  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
the  piefent  reign,  it  was  provided,  that  no  perfon 
might  vote  at  the  eledion  of  a knight  or  knights 
of  a fliire  within  England  and  Wales,  without 
having  a freehold  eflate,  in  the  county  for  which  he 
votes,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  fhillings, 
over  and  above  all  rents  and  charges,  payable  out 
of  or  in  refped  to  the  fame ; neverthelefs,  certain 
perfons,  who  hold  their  eftates  by  copy  of  court-roll, 
pretend  to  a right  of  voting,  and  have,  at  certaip 
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times,  prefumed  to  vote  at  fuch  eleftions : this  a61:,  ^ 
therefore,  ordained,  that  from  and  after  the  twenty-  ‘ j 
ninth  day  of  June,  in  the  prefent  year,  no  perfon  175^, 
who  holds  his  eftate  by  copy  of  court-roll  fhould 
be  intitled  thereby  to  vote  at  the  ele6lion  of  any 
knight  or  knights  of  a fhire  within  England  or 
Wales;  but  every  fuch  vote  fhould  be  void,  and 
the  perfon  fo  voting  flrould  forfeit  fifty  pounds  to 
any  candidate  for  whom  fuch  vote  fliould  not  have 
been  given,  and  who  fliould  firft  fue  for  the  fame, 
to  be  recovered  with  full  cofts,  by  a6tion  of  debt, 
in  any  court  of  judicature  *.  So  far  the  ad,  thus 
procured,  may  be  attended  with  falutary  confer 
quences : but,  in  all  probability,  the  intention  of 
its  firfl:  movers  and  patrons  was  not  fully  anfwered ; 
inafinuch  as  no  provifion  was  made  for  putting  a ftop 
to  that  fpirit  of  licence,  drunkennefs,  and  de- 
bauchery, which  prevails  at  almofb  every  eledion, 
and  has -a  very  pernicious  efied  upon  the  morals  of 
the  people. 

§ XXXVIII.  Among  the  bills  that  mifcarried  in 
the  courfe  of  this  fefTion,  fome  turned  on  points  of 
great  confequence  to  the  community.  Loid  Bar^ 
rington,  Mr.  Thomas  Gore,  and  Mr.  C hades 
Townfhend,  were  ordered  by  the  Houfe  to  prepare 
a bill  for  the  fpeedy  and  effedual  recruiting  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  land  forces  and  marines,  which  was  no  more 
than  a tranfcript  of  the  temporary  ad  pafTcd  in  the 
preceding  feflion  under  the  fame  title ; but  the  ma^ 
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* For  the  more  eafy  recovery  of  this  forfeit,  it  was  ena61:ed,  That 
the  plaintiff  in  fuch  aclion  might  only  fet  forth,  in  the  declaration  or 
bill,  that  the  defendant  was  indebted  to  him  in  the  fum  of  fifty 
pound's,  alledging  tiie  offence  for  which  the  fuit  fhould  he  brought, 
and  that  the  (lefendanfhad  acted  contrary  to  this  aft,  without  men- 
tioning the  writ  of  f'ummons  to  Parliament,  or  the  return  thereof ; 
and,  upon  trial  of  any  ifiue,  the  plaintiff  fliould  nor  be  obliged  to 
pr  ove  the  writ  of  futnmons  to  Pailiament,  or  the  return  thereof,  or 
any  warrant  or  authority  to  the  flieriff  upon  any  fuch  writ  :''that 
every  fuch  aftion  fliould  be  commenced  wi'liin  nine  months  after  the 
faft  committed  ; and  that,  if  the  plaintiff  fhould  dilcontinue  liis  action, 
or  be  nonfuited,  or  have  judgement  given  againft  hmi,  the  defendant 
piould  recover  treble  cpfts. 
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Book  jorky  were  averfe  to  its  being  continued  for  another 
2is  it  was  attended  with  forne  prejudice  to  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjeft.  Objedtions  of  the  fame  nature 
might  have  been  as  juftly  ftarted  againft  another  bill, 
for  the  more  effedlually  manning  of  his  Majefty’s 
navy,  for  preventing  delertion,  and  for  the  relief  and 
encouragement  of  feamen  belonging  to  fhips  and 
vefTels  in  the  fervice  of  the  merchants.  The  pur- 
port of  this  projedt  was  to  eftablifh  regifters  or 
mufter-rolls  of  ail  feamen,  fifhermen,  lightermen, 
and  watermen ; obliging  fhip-mafters  to  leave  fiib- 
feribed  lifts  of  their  refpedlive  crews  at  offices  main- 
tained for  that  purpofe,  that  a certain  number  of 
them  might  be  chofen  by  lot  for  his  Majefty’s  ftr- 
vice,  in  any  cafe  of  emergency.  This  expedient, 
however,  was  rejedted,  as  an  iinneceffary  and  in- 
effedlual  incumbrance  on  commerce,  which  would 
hamper  navigation,  and  in  a little  time  diminiffi  the 
number  of  feamen,  of  confequence  adl  diametrical^ 
oppofite  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  contrived. 
• — Numberlefs  frauds  having  been  committed,  and 
inceftant  lawfuits  produced,  by  private  and  clan- 
deftine  conveyance,  a motion  was  made,  and  kave 
given,  to  form  a bill  for  the  publick  regifteriiW  of 
all  deeds,  conveyances,  wills,  and  other  inc^^ 
brahees,  that  might  affedl  any  honours,  manours, 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  within  the 
kingdom  of  England,  wherein  publick  regifters 
were  not  already  appointed  by  aft  of  Parliament : 
but  this  meafure,  lo  neceflary  to  the  afeertainment 
and  pofleffiion  of  property,  met  with  a violent  oppo- 
fitions  and  was  finally  dropped,  as  fome  people 
imagine,  through  the  influence  of  thofe  who,  per- 
haps, had  particular  reafons  for  countenancing 
the  prefent  myfterious  forms  of  conveyancing. 
Such  a bill  muft  alfo  have  been  difagreeable  and 
mortifying  to  the  pride  of  thofe  landholders  whofe 
eftates  were  incumbered,  becaule,  in  confequence  of 
filch  a regifter,  every  mortgage  under  which  they 
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laboured  would  be  exaftly  known. — The  next  object  chap. 
to  which  the  Houfe  converted  its  attention,  was  a . 


bill  explaining  and  amending  a late  ad  for  eftablifh- 
ing  a fifh-market  in  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  and 
preventing  fcandalous  monopolies  of  a few  engrofT- 
ing  fifh-mongers,  who  impofed  exorbitant  prices  on 
their  filh,  and  in  this  particular  branch  of  trafEck 
gave  law  to  above  fix  hundred  thoufand  of  their 
fellow- citizens.  Abundance  of  pains  was  taken  to 
render  this  bill  efFedual,  for  putting  an  end  to  fuch 
flagrant  impofition.  Enquiries  were  made,  petitions 
read,  counfel  heard,  and  alterations  propofed:  at 
length  the  bill,  having  paffed  through  the  Lower 
Houfe,  was  conveyed  to  the  Lords,  among  whom 
it  was  fuifered  to  expire,  on  pretence  that  there  was 
not  time  fufficient  to  deliberate  maturely  on  the 
fubjed. 

§ XXXIX.  The  occafion  that  produced  the  next 
bill  which  mifcarried  we  fliall  explain,  as  an  incident 
equally  extraordinary  and  interefting.  By  an  ad 
paired  in  the  preceding  feflion,  for  recruiting  his 
Majefty’s  land-forces  and  marines,  v/e  have  al- 
ready obferved,  that  the  commilhoners  thereby  ap- 
pointed were  veiled  with  a power  of  judging  ulti- 
mately w'hether  the  perfons  brought  before  them 
v/ere  ilich  as  ought,  by  the  rules  prefcribed  in  the 
ad,  to  be  imprelfed  into  the  fervice : for  it  was  ex- 
prefsly  provided,  that  no  perfon,  fo  imprelfed  by 
thole  commilTioners,  fliould  be  taken  out  of  his 
Majelly’s  fervice  by  any  procefs,  other  than  for  fome 
criminal  accufation.  During  the  recefs  of  Parlia- 
ment, a gentleman  having  been  imprelfed  before  the 
commilfioners,  and  confined  in  the  Savoy,  his  friends 
made  application  for  a habeas- corpus,  which  pro- 
duced fome  helitation,  and  indeed  an  infurmountable 
difficulty:  for,  according  to  the  Ad  of  habeas- 
corpus,  palfed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second, 
this  privilege  relates  only  to  perfons  committed  for 
criminal  or  fuppofed  criminal  matters,  and  the  gen- 
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BOOK  tic  man  did  not  ftand  in  that  predicament.  Before 

^ , the  qiieftion  could  be  determined  he  was  difeharged, 

in  coniequence  of  an  application  to  the  Secretary  at 
War;  but  the  nature  of  the  cafe  plainly  pointed  out 
a defeat  in  the  a61:,  feemingly  of  the  molt  dangerous 
confequence  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubje6l.  In  order 
to  remedy  this  defedb,  a bill  >for  giving  a more  fpeedy 
relief  to  the  fubjebl,  upon  the  writ  of  habeas-corpus, 
was  prepared,  and  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
< mons,  which  formed  itfelf  into  a committee,  and 
made  feveral  amendments.  It  imported,  that  the 
feveral  provifions  made  in  the  aforel'aid  adl,  paffed 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  for  the  awarding  of  writs 
of  habeas-corpus,  in  cafes  of  commitment  or  de- 
tainer, for  any  criminal  or  fuppofed  criminal  matter, 
fhould,  in  like  manner,  extend  to  all  cafes  where  any 
perfon,  not  being  committed  or  detained  for  any 
criminal  or  luppoled  criminal  matter,  Ihould  be  con- 
fined, or  reilrained  of  his  or  her  liberty,  under  any 
colour  or  pretence  whatfoever : that,  upon  oath 
made  by  fuch  perfon  fo  confined  or  reilrained,  or  by 
any  other  on  his  or  her  behalf,  of  any  aftual  con- 
finement or  rellraint,  and  that  fuch  confinement  or 
rellraint,  to  the  bell  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of 
tlie  perfon  fo  applying,  was  not  by  virtue  of  any 
commitment  or  detainer  for  any  criminal  or  fup- 
pofed criminal  matter,  an  habeas-corpus,  direfled  to 
the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  confining  or  reilraining  the 
party,  as  aforelaid,  lliould  be  awarded  and  granted, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  is  direded,  and  under  the 
lame  penalties  as  are  provided  by  the  faid  acl,  in  the 
cafe  of  perfons  committed  and  detained  for  any  cri- 
minal or  fuppofed  criminal  matter:  that  the  perfon 
or  perfons  before  whom  the  party  fo  confined  or 
reilrained  fliould  be  brought,  by  virtue  of  any  ha- 
beas-corpus granted  in  the  vacation-time,  under  the 
authority  of  this  ad,  might  and  fliould,  within  three 
days  after  the  return  made,  proceed  to  examine  into 
the  fads  contained  in  fuch  rctyrnj  and  info  the  caufe 
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of  fuch  confinement  and  reflraint ; and  thereupon 
either  difcharge,  or  bail,  or  remand  the  parties  fo 
brought,  as  the  cafe  fliould  require,  and  as  to  juftice 
fliould  appertain.  The  reft  of  the  bill  related  to 
the  return  of  the  writ  in  three  days,  and  the  penal- 
ties incurred  by  thofe  who  fliould  negledl  or  refufe 
to  make  the  due  return,  or  to  comply  with  any  other 
claufe  of  this  regulation.  The  Commons  feemed 
hearty  in  rearing  up  this  additional  buttrefs  to  the 
liberty  of  their  fellow  fubje6ls,  and  pafted  the  bill 
with  the  moft  laudable  alacrity : but  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  fuch  a great  number  of  objedlions  was 
ftarted,  that  it  funk  at  the  fecond  reading,  and  the 
Judges  were  ordered  to  prepare  a bill  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  to  be  laid  before  that  Houfe  in  the  next 
I'efiion. 

§ XL.  His  Majefty  having  recommended  the 
care  of  the  Foundling-Hofpital  to  the  Houle  of 
Commons,  which  chearfully  granted  forty  thoufand 
pounds  for  the  fupport  of  that  charity,  the  growing 
annual  expence  of  it  appeared  worthy  of  further  con- 
fideration,  and  leave  was  granted  to  bring  in  a bill, 
for  obliging  all  the  parilhes  of  England  and  Wales 
to  keep  regifters  of  all  their  deaths,  births,  and 
marriages,  that  from  thefe  a fund  might  be  raifed 
towards  the  fupport  of  the  faid  hofpital.  The  bill 
was  accordingly  prepared  by  a committee  appointed 
for  the  purpofe ; but  before  the  Houfe  could ' take 
the  report  into  confideration  the  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued. The  proprietors  of  the  privateer  called  the 
Antigallican,  which  had  taken  a rich  French  fhip 
homeward-bound  from  China,  and  carried  her  into 
Cadiz,  where  the  Spanifn  government  had  wrefted 
her  by  violence  from  the  captors,  and  delivered  her- 
to  the  French  owners,  now  prefented  a petition  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  complaining  of  this  inter- 
pofition  as  an  act  of  partiality  and  injuftice ; repre- 
fenting  the  great  expence  at  which  the  privateer  had- 
been  equipped,  the  legality  of  the  capture,  the  lofs' 
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BOOK  and  hardfliips  which  they  the  petitioners  had  fuL 
tained,  and  imploring  fuch  relief  as  the  Houfe 
fhould  think  requifite.  Though  thefe  allegations 
were  fupported  by  a fpecies  of  evidence  that  feemed 
flrong  and  convincing,  and  it  might  be  thought  in- 
cumbent on  the  Parliament  to  vindicate  the  honour 
of  the  nation,  when  thus  infulted  by  a foreign  Power, 
the  Houfe,  upon  this  occafion,  treated  the  petition 
with  the  moft  mortifying  negleft,  either  giving  little 
credit  to  the  alTertions  it  contained,  or  unwilling  to 
take  any  ftep  which  might  at  this  jun6lure  embroil 
the  nation  with  the  court  of  Spain  on  fuch  a frivolous 
fubjeft.  True  it  is,  the  Spanifh  government  al- 
iedged,  in  their  own  juftification,  that  the  prize  Vv^as 
taken  under  the  guns  of  Corunna,  infomuch  that  the 
Ihot  fired  by  the  privateer  entered  that  place,  ^nd 
damaged  fome  houfes : but  this  allegation  was  never 
properly  fuftained,  and  the  prize  was  certainly  con- 
demned as  legal  by  the  Court  of  Admiralty  at 
Gibraltar. 

§ XLI.  As  we  have  already  given  a detail  of  the 
trial  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  it  will  be  unneceflary 
to  recapitulate  any  circumflances  of  that  affair,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  relate  to  its  connexion  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Parliament.  In  the  beginning  of  this 
feffion.  Lord  Barrington,  as  Secretary  at  War,  in- 
formed the  Houfe,  by  his  Majefty's  command,  that 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  a member 
of  that  Houfe,  was  im  arrefl  for  difobedience  of  his 
Majefly’s  orders,  while  employed  on  the  late  expe- 
dition to  the  coaft  of  France.  The  Commons  im- 
mediately refolved,  That  an  addrefs  fhould  be  pre- 
fen ted  to  his  Majefty,  returning  him  the  thanks  of 
this  Houfe  for  his  gracious  melfage  of  that  day,  in 
the  communication  he  had  been  pleafed  to  make  of 
the  reafon  for  putting  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  in  arrefl.  Among  the  various  objedls  of 
commerce  that  employed  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
one  of  the  moft  confiderable  was  the  trade  to  the 
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fioaft  of  Africa,  for  the  protedion  of  which  an  annual  chap, 
llim  had  been  granted  for  fome  years,  to  be  ex- 
pended  in  the  maintenance  and  repairs  of  caftles  1758. 
and  faflories.  While  a committee  was  employed  in 
perufing  the  accounts  relating  to  the  fum  granted  in 
the  preceding  felTion  for  this  purpofc,  a petition  from 
the  committee  of  the  African  company,  recom- 
mended in  a meflage  from  his  Majefty,  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  folliciting  further  affiftance  for 
the  enfuing  year.  In  the  mean  time,  a remonftrance 
was  offered  by  certain  planters  and  merchants,  in- 
terefted  in  and  trading  to  the  Britifh  fugar  colonies 
in  America,  alledging,  that  the  price  of  negroes  was 
greatly  advanced  fince  the  forts  and  fettlements  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa  had  been  under  the  diredlion  of 
the  committee  of  the  company  of  merchants  trading 
to  that  coaft ; a circumftance  that  greatly  diftrefled 
and  alarmed  the  petitioners,  prevented  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  was  a great  detri- 
ment to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom : 
that  this  misfortune,  they  believed,  was  in  fome 
meafure  owing  to  the  ruinous  ftate  and  condition  of 
the  forts  and  fettlements ; that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
moft  effe61:ual  method  for  maintaining  the  intereft 
of  that  trade  on  a refpecftable  footing,  next  to  that 
of  an  incorporated  joint-ftock  company,  would  be 
putting  thole  forts  and  fettlements  under  the  foie 
diredlion  of  the  commiftioners  for  trade  and  planta- 
tions : that  the  prefervation  or  ruin  of  the  American 
fugar  colonies  went  hand  in  hand  with  that  of  the 
Have  trade  to  Africa : that,  by  an  a6t  paffed  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty,  for  ex- 
tending and  improving  this  trade,  the  Britifh  fub- 
jects  were  debarred  from  lodging  their  Haves  and 
merchandize  in  the  forts  and  fettlements  on  the 
coaft : they,  therefore,  prayed  that  this  part  of  the 
act  might  be  repealed ; that  all  commanders  of  Bri-  , 

tilh  and  American  veffels,  free  merchants,  and  all 
other  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds,  who  were  fettled,  or 

might 
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might  at  any  time  thereafter  fettle  in  Africa,  Ihoiild 
have  free  liberty,  from  fun- rife  to  fiin-fet,  to  enter 
the  forts  and  fettlements,  and  to  depofit  their  goods 
and  merchandize  in  the  warehoiifes  thereunto  be- 
longing; to  fecure  their  flaves  or  other  purchafes *  ** 
■without  paying  any  confideration  for  the  fame ; but 
the  flaves  to  be  vidtualled  at  the  proper  coll  and 
•charge  of  their  refpe(5live  owners.  The  Houle 
having  taken  this  petition  into  confideration,  en- 
quired into  the  proceedings  of  the  company,  and 
revifed  the  a6t  for  extending  and  improving  the 
trade  to  Africa,  refolved.  That  the  committee  of 
the  African  company  had  faithfully  difcharged  the 
triifl:  rcpofed  in  them,  and  granted  ten  thoufand' 
pounds  for  maintaining  the  Britilh  forts  and  fettle- 
ments in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  enemy  were 
perfc6lly  well  acquainted  with  the  weaknefs  of  the 
Britifli  callles  on  the  coaft  of  Africa;  and  had  they 
known  as  well  how  to  execute  with  fpirit,  'as  to  plan 
with  fagacity,  the  attempt  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  preceding  year,  they  made  upon  the  principal 
Britifh  fort  in  Guinea,  would  have  liicceeded,  and  all 
the  other  fettlements  would  have  fallen  into  their 
hands  without  oppofition 

§ XLII. 

* Robert  Hunter  Morris  reprefented,  in  a petition  to  the  Houfe, 
that  as  no  fait  was  made  in  the  Britifi)  colonies  in  America,  they  were 
obliged  to  depend  upon  a precarious  iupply  of  that  commodity  from 
foreigners  ; he,  therefore,  offered  to  undertake  the  making  of  ma- 
rine-Ialt  at  a moderate  price  in  one  of  thofe  colonies,  at  his  own 
lifque  and  charge,  ])rovided  he  could  be  fecured  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  profits  which  the  work  might  produce,  for  fuch  a term  of  years 

as  might  I'eem  to  the  Houfe  a proper  and  adequate  compenfation  for 
So  great  an  undertaking:  The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table;  afterwards  read,  and  referred  to  a committee,  which  however 
made  no  report. — A circumflance  not  eafily  accounted  for,  unlefsvve 
luppolc  thelioiileof  Commons  were  of  opinion  that  fiich  an  enter- 
pri  ze  might  contribute  towards  rendering  our  colonies  too  indepen- 
dent of  their  mother-country.  Equally  unaccountable  was  the  mif-- 
carriage  of  another  bill,  brought  in  for  regulating  the  manner  of 
licenling  ale-houles,  which  was  read  for  the  firli  time:  but  when  a 
motion  was  made  for  a lecond  reading,  the  queftion  was  put,  and  it 
palled  in  the  negative. 
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^ XLII.  The  longefi;  and  warmefl  debate  which'  c H a.  p. 
was  maintained  in  the  courfe  of  this  fefTion  arofe  , 
from  a motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  for  fhort-  1758. 
ening  the  term  and  duration  of  future  Parliaments; 
a meafure  truely  patriotick,  againft  which  no  fub- 
ftantial  argument  could  be  produced,  although  the 
motion  was  rejedted  by  the  majority,  on  pretence, ' 
that,  whilft  the  nation  was  engaged  in  fiich  a dan- 
gerous and  expen  five  war,  it  v/ould  be  improper  to 
-think  of  introducing  fuch  an  alteration  in  the  form 
of  government.  Reafons  of  equal  ftrength  and  foli- 
dity  will  never  be  wanting  to  the  patrons  and  mini- 
fters  of  corruption  and  venality.  The  alteration  pro- 
pofed  was  nothing  lefs  than  removing  and  annulling 
an  encroachment  which  had  been  made  on  the  con- 
ftitution : it  might  have  been  efFedled  without  the  ^ 
lead;  pang  or  convulfion,  to  the  general  fatisfadlion 
of  the  nation  : far  from  being  unreafonable  at  this 
jundlure,  it  would  have  enhanced  the  national  repu- 
tation abroad,  and  rendered  the  war  more  formida- 
ble to  the  enemies  of  Great-Britain,  by  convincing 
them  that  it  was  fupported  by  a Miniftry  and  Parlia- 
ment, who  flood  upon  fuch  good  terms  with  the 
people.  Indeed,  a quick  fucceffion  of  Parliaments 
might  have  difconcerted,  and  perhaps  expelled  that 
fpirit  of  confidence  and  generofity  which  now  fo  re- 
markably efpoufed  and  gratified  the  Sovereign’s  pre- 
dile£lion  for  the  intereft  of  Hanover.  Other  com- 
mittees were  eftablifhed,  to  enquire  into  the  expence 
incurred  by  mew  lines  and  fortifications  raifed  at 
Gibraltar ; to  examine  the  original  ftandards  of 
weights  and  meafures  ufed  in  England ; confider  the 
laws  relating  to  them,  and  report  their  obfervations, 
together  with  their  opinion  of  the  moft  effectual  means 
for  afeertaining  and  enforcing  uniform  ftandards  to 
be  ufed  for  the  future.  The  Commons  were  per- 
fedtly  fatisfied  with  the  new  works  which  had  been 
raifed  at  Gibraltar ; and  with'  refpedt  to  the  weights 
and  meafures,  the  committee  agreed  tg  certain  refo- 
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B o o K lutionsj  but  no  further  progrefs  was  made  In  this 
enquiry,  except  an  order  for  printing  thefe  refolu- 
tions,  with  the  appendix  j however,  as  the  boxes 
containing  the  ilandards  were  ordered  to  be  locked 
up  by  the  clerk  of  the  Houle,  in  all  probability  their 
intention  was  to  proceed  on  this  fubjeft  in  fome  fu- 
ture fefTion.  On  the  ninth  day  of  June  fundry  bills 
received  the  royal  aiient  by  commifTion,  his  Majeity 
being  indifpofed ; and  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the 
lame  month,  the  Lords  commiflioners  clofed  the 
feffion  with  a fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  exprelhng  his 
Majefty^s  deep  fenfe  of  their  loyalty  and  good  alFec- 
tion,  demonftrated  in  their  late  proceedings,  in 
their  zeal  for  his  honour  and  real  intereft  in  all  parts, 
in  their  earneftnefs  to  furmount  every  difficulty,  in 
their  ardour  to  maintain  the  war  with  the  utmoll  vi- 
gour j proofs  which  mull  convince  mankind  that  the 
ancient  fpirit  of  the  Britifii  nation  ftill  fubfifted  in 
its  full  forc^.  They  were  given  to  underftand  that 
the  King  li^ad  taken  all  lucli  mieafures  as  appeared 
the  moft  conducive  to  the  accom.pliffiment  of  their 
publick-fpirited  views  and  wifhes;  that  with  their 
affiitance,  crowned  by  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  the 
condud  and  bravery  of  the  combined  army,  his'Ma- 
jefty  had  been  enabled,  not  only  to  deliver  his  domi- 
nions in  Germany  from  the  opprefTions  and  devafca- 
tions  of  the  French,  but  alfo  to  pufh  his  advantages 
on  thi-s  fide  the  Rhine ; that  he  had  cemented  the 
union  between  him  and  his  good  brother  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  by  new  engagements ; that  the  Britilli 
fleets  and  armies  were  now  adually  employed  in 
fuch  expeditions  as  appeared  likely  to  annoy  the 
enemy  in  the  moft  fenfible  manner,  and  to  promote 
the  welfare  and  profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms’;  in 
particular,  to  prelerve  the  Britifti  rights  and  pof- 
feffions'  in  America,  and  to  make  France  feci,  in 
thofe  parts,  the  real  ftrength  and  importance  of  Great- 
Britain.  The  Commons  were  thanked  for  the  am- 
ple fupplies  which  they  had  fo  freely  and  unanimoufly 

given. 
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given,  and  aflfured  on  the  part  of  his  Majedy  that  chap. 
they  fhould  be  managed  with  the  mod  frugal  oeco-  , 
nomy.  They  were  defired,  in^confeqiience  of  the  ,7355. 
King'^s  earned  recommendation,  to  promote  har- 
mony and  good  agreement  amongd  his  faithful  fub- 
je(5ls ; to  make  the  people  acquainted  with  the  recti- 
tude and  purity  of  his  intentions  and  meafures,  and 
to  exert  themfelves  in  maintaining  tlie  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  country,  by  enforcing  obedience 
to  the  laws  and  lawful  authority. 

§ XLIII.  Never,  furely,  had  any  Sovereign  more 
reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  conduCl  of  his  miniders,  * 
and  the  fpirit  of  his  people.  The  whole  nation  re- 
pofed  the  mod  unbounded  confidence  in  the  courage 
and  difcretion,  as  well  as  in  the  integrity  of  the  Mi- 
nider,  who  feemed  eager  upon  profecuting  the  war 
with  Inch  vigour  and  activity  as  appeared  almod  un- 
exampled in  the  annals  of  Great-Britain.  New  le- 
vies were  made,  new  drips  put  in  commidion,  frefh 
expeditions  undertaken,  and  frefh  conqueds  pro- 
jected. Such  was  the  credit  of  the  adminidration, 
that  people  fubfcribed  to  the  government  loans  with 
furprifing  eagernefs.  An  unufual  fpirit  of  enterprife 
and  relolution  feemed  to  infpire  all  the  individuals 
that  condituted  the  army  and  navy  j and  the  padion 
for  military  fame  diffufed  itfelf  through  all  ranks  in 
the  civil  department  of  life,  even  to  the  very  dregs 
of  the  populace  : fuch  a remarkable  change  from 
indolence  to  aflivity,  from  indifference  to  zeal,  from 
timorous  caution  to  fearlefs  execution,  was  effeCled 
by  the  induence  and  example  of  an  intelligent  and  in- 
trepid minider,  who,  chagrined  at  the  inaClivity  and 
difgraces  of  the  preceding  campaign,  had,  on  a very 
folemn  occafion,  lately  declared  his  belief  that  there 
was  a determined  refolution,  both  in  the  naval  and 
military  commanders,  againd  any  vigorous  exertion 
of  the  national  power  in  the  fervice  of  the  country. 

He  affirmed,  that  though  his  Majedy  appeared  ready 
to  embrace  every  mcafure  propoled  by  his  miniders 
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for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  Britiili  dominions^ 
yet  fcarce  a man  could  be  found  with  whom  the  exe- 
cution of  any  one  plan  in  which  there  was  the  lead 
appearance  of  any  danger  could  with  confidence  be 
trufted.  He  parti cularifed  the  inaftivity  of  one 
General  in  North-America,  from  whofe  abilities  and 
peiTonal  bravery  the  nation  had  conceived  great  ex- 
pedlations;  he  complained,  that  this  noble  com- 
mander had  exprefled  the  moft  contemptuous  dif- 
regard  for  the  civil  power,  from  which  he  derived 
his  authority,  by  negledting  to  tranfmit,  for  a con- 
fiderable  length  of  time,  any  other  advice  of  his'pro- 
ceedings  but  what  appeared  on  a v/ritten  fcrap  of 
paper ; he  obferved,  that  with  a force  by  land  and 
fea  treater  than  ever  the  nation  had  heretofore  main- 
tained,  with  a King  and  minifliry  ardently  defirous  of 
redeeming  her  glory,  fuccouring  her  allies,  and  pro- 
moting her  true  intereft,  a ftiameful  diOike  to  the 
fervice  every  where  prevailed,  and  few  feemed  af- 
fedled  with  any  other  zeal  than  that  of  afpiring  to  the 
higheft  pofts,  and  grafping  the  largeft  falaries.  The 
cenliire  levelled  at  the  commander  in  America  was 
founded  on  miftake ; the  inadlivity  of  that  noble 
Tord  was  not  more  difappointing  to  the  miniftry  than 
difagreeable  to  his  own  inclioation.  , He  ufed  his 
utmoft  endeavours  to  anfwer  the  expedlation  of  the 
publick,  but  his  hands  w'ere  effedtually  tied  by  an 
abfolute  impoftibility  of  fuccefs,  and  his  conduft 
flood  juftified  in  the  eyes  of  his  Sovereign.  A par- 
ricular  and  accurate  detail  of  his  proceedings  he  tranf- 
mitted  through  a channel,  which  he  imagined  would 
have  diredlly,  conveyed  it  to  the  foot  of  the  throne} 
but  the  packet  was  laid  to  have  been  purpofely  inter- 
cepted and  fupprefled.  Perhaps  he  was  not  alto- 
gether excufabie  for  having  correfponded  fo  flighdy 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  ; but  he  was  laid  to  have 
gone  abroad  in  full  perfuafion  that  the  miniftry  would 
be  changed,  and  therefore  his  aTiduities  were  prin- 
cipally diredled  to  the  great  peifonage,  who,  in  that 
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cafe,  would  have  fuperintended  and  diretled  all  the  c n A P. 
operations  of  the  army.  All  forts  of  military  pre-  ^ 

parations  in  founderies,  docks,  arfenals,  raifing  and 
exercifing  troops,  and  vi6tualiing  tranfports,  were  now 
carried  on  with  fuch  diligence  and  difpatch  as  feemed 
to  promife  an  exertion  that  would  foon  obliterate  the 
difagreeable  remembrance  of  pad  dilgrace.  The 
beginning  of  the  year  was,  liowever,  a little  clouded 
by  a general  concern  for  the  death  of  his  Majedy’s 
third  daughter,  the  Princefs  Caroline,  a lady  of  the 
mod  exemplary  virtue  and  amiable  charabler,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  fincerely  regretted  as 
a pattern  of  unaffected  piety,  and  unbounded  bene- 
voleii^e. 

4 XLIV.  The  Britifh  cruifers  kept  the  fea  during 
all  the  feverity  of  winter,  in  order  to  proteft  the  com- 
merce of  the  kingdom,  and  annoy  that  of  the  enemy. 

They  exerted  thernfelyes  witli  fuch  adtivity,  and 
their  vigilance  was  attended  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  a 
great  nuniber  of  prizes  were  taken,  and  the  trade  of 
France  aimed  totally  extinguidied.  A very  gallant 
exploit  was  a».hievcd  by  one  Captain  Bray,  com- 
mander of  the  Adventure,  a fmall  armed  Veffel  in 
the  Government’s  fervice  : falling  in  with  the  Mac- 
hault,  a large  privateer  of  Dunkirk,  near  Dungen- 
nefs,  he  ran  her  a- board,  fadened  her  boltfprit  to  his 
capdan,  and  after  a warm  engagement  compelled 
her  commander  to  fubmit.  A French  frigate  of 
thirty-fi>;  guns  was  taken  by  Capt.  Parker,  in  a new 
fire  Ihip  of  inferior  force.  Divers  privateers  pf  the 
enemy  were  funk,  burned,  or  taken,  and  a great 
number  of  merchant- fliips  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englifli.  Nor  was  tlie  fuccefs  of  the  Britilli  fliips  of 
war  confined  to  the  Englifli  Channel.  At  this  period 
the  board  of  Admiralty  received  information  from 
Admiral  Cotes,  in  Jamaica,  of  an  adlion  which 
happened  off  the  iOand  of  Hifpaniola,  in  the  month 
of  October  of  the  jireceding  year,  between  three 
Englifli  ffiips  of  war  and  a French  fquadron.  Cap-  ' 
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BOOK  tain  Forrefl:,  an  officer  of  diftinguiffied  merit  In  the 
fervice,  had,  in  the  fhip  Augufla,  failed  from  Port- 
' Royal  in  Jamaica,  accompanied  by  the  Dreadnought 
and  Edinburgh,  under  the  command  of  the  Captains 
Suckling  and  Langdon.  He  was  ordered  to  cruife 
off  Caj)e  Francois,  and  this  fervice  he  literally  per- 
formed in  the  face  of  the  French  fquadron  under 
Kerfin,  lately  arrived  at  that  place  from  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  This  commander,  piqued  at  feeing  himfelf 
thus  infuked  by  an  inferior  armament,  refolved  to 
come  forth  and  give  them  battle  ; and  that  he  might 
either  take  them,  or  at  leaff  drive  them  out  of  the 
feas,  fo  as  to  afford  a free  paffage  to  a great  number 
of  merchant  fhips  then  lying  at  the  Cape,  bound  for 
. Europe,  he  took  every  precaution  which  he  thought 
neceffary,  to  infure  fuccefs.  He  reinforced  his 
fquadron  with  fome  ffore-fhips,  mounted  with  guns 
and  armed  for  the  occafion,  and  fuppljed  the  defici- 
ency in  his  compleiTients,  by  taking  on  board  fea- 
men  from  the  merchant  ffiips,  and  foldiers  from  the 
garrifon.  Thus  prepared,  he  weighed  anchor,  and 
ftood  out  to  fea,  having  under  his  command  four 
large  ffiips  of  the  line,  and  three  ftout  frigates. 
They  were  no  fooner  perceived  advancing,  than 
Captain  Forreft  held  a ffiort  council  with  his  two 
Captains.  Gentlemen  (faid  he)  you  know  our 
own  ftrength,  and  fee  that  of  the  enemy  ; ffiall  wc 
give  them  battle  They  replying  in  the  affir- 
mative, he  added,  “ Then  fight  them  we  willj 
‘‘  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft ; return  to  your  ffiips, 
and  get  them  ready  for  engaging. After  this 
laconick  confultation  among  thefe  three  gallant  offi- 
cers, they  bore  down  upon  the  French  fquadron 
without  further  hefitation,  and  between  three  an4 
four  in  the  afternoon  the  adion  began  with  great  im- 
petuofity.  The  enemy  exerted  themfelves  with  un- 
common fpirit, , cpnfcious  that  their  honour  was  pe- 
culiarly at  ftake,  and  that  they  fought  in  fight,  as  it 
were,  of  their  own  coaft,  which  was  lined  with  peo- 
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pie,  expeding  to  fee  them  return  in  triumph.  But, 
notwithitand.ug  all  their  endeavours,  their  Commo- 
dore, after  having  fuftained  a fevere  engagement, 
that  laflipd  two  hours  and  a half,  found  his  fhip  in 
llich  a fhattered  condition,  that  he  made  fignal  for 
one  of  his  frigates  to  come  and  tow  him  out  of  the 
line.  His  example  was  followed  by  the  reft  of  his 
iquadron,  wliich,  by  this  affiftance,  with  the  favour 
of  the  land  breeze  and  the  approach  of  night,  made 
fliift  to  accompliili  their  efcape  from  the  three  Britifh 
Blips,  which  were  too  much  difabled  in  their  mafts 
and  rigging  to  profecute  their  vi6lory.  One  of  the 
French  fquadron  was  rendered  altogether  unfervice- 
able  for  a61;i(?n : their  lofs  in  men  amounted  to  three 
hundred  killed,  and  as  many  wounded ; whereas  that 
of  the  Englifh  did  not  much  exceed  one  third  of 
this  number.  Neverthelefs,  they  were  fo  much  da- 
maged, that,  being  unable  to  keep  the  fea,  they  re- 
turned to  Jamaica,  and  the  French  Commodore 
feifed  the  opportunity  of  failing  with  a great  convoy 
for  Europe.  The  courage  of  Captain  Forreft  was 
not  more  confpicuous  in  his  engagement  with  the 
French  fquadron  near  Cape  Francois,  than  his  con- 
duct and  fagacity  in  a fubfequent  adventure  near  Port- 
au-Prince,  a French  harbour,  fituated  at  the  bottom 
of  a bay  on  the  weftern  part  of  Hifpaniola,  behind 
the  fmall  ifland  of  Gonave.  After  M.  de  Kerfin  had 
taken  his  departure  from  Cape-Fran^ois  for  Europe, 
Admiral  Cotes,  beating  up  to  windward  from  Port- 
Royal  in  Jamaica  with  three  fhips  of  the  line,  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  there  was  a French  fleet  at 
Port-au-Prince,  ready  to  fail  on. their  return  to  Eu- 
rope: Captain  Forreft  then  prefented  the  Admiral 
with  a plan  for  an  attack  on  this  place,  and  urged  it 
earneftly.  This,  however,  was  declined,  and  Cap^ 
tain  Forreft  directed  to  cruife  off  the  ifland  Gonave 
for  two  days  only,  the  Admiral  enjoining  him  to  re- 
turn at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  rejoin  the 
fquadron  at  Capc-Nicholas.  Accordingly,  Captain 
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BOOK  ForreRer,  in  the  Augufta,  proceeded  up  the  bay,  be- 
tween  the  ifland  Gonave  and  Hifpaniola,  with  a view 
to  execute  a plan  which  he  had  himfelf  projeded. 
Next  day  in  the  afternoon,  though  he  perceived  two 
floops,  he  forebore  chafing,  that  he  nriight  not  rifque 
a difcovery ; for  the  fame  purpofe  he  hoifted  Dutch 
colours,  and  difguifed  his  fhip  with  tarpaulins.  At 
five  in  the  afternoon  he  difcovered  feven  fail  ot  diips 
Iteerinu;  to  the  v/ef  ward,  and  hauled  from  them,  to 
avoid  fnfpicion  ; but  at  the  approach  of  night  gave 
chafe  with  all  the  fail  he  could  carry.  About  ten  he 
perceived  two  fail,  one  of  which  fired  a gun,  and 
the  other  made  the  befi;  of  her  way  for  Leoganne, 
another  harbour  in  the  bay.  At  this  period  Captain 
Forrcft  reckoned  eight  fiiil  to  leeward,  near  another 
port  called  Petit  Goave  j coming  up  with  the  (hip 
which  liad  fired  the  gun,  fine  fubmitted  without  op- 
pofition,  after  he  had  hailed,  and  told  her  captain 
what  he  was,  produced  two  of  his  largefi:  cannon, 
and  threatened  to  fink  her  if  fhe  fnould  give  the 
leafi;  alarm.  He  forthwith  fiiifted  the  prifoners  from 
• this  prize,  and  placed  on  board  of  her  five-and- 
thirty  of  his  own  crew,  with  orders  to  ftand  for  Petit 
Goave  and  intercept  any  of  the  fleet  that  might  at- 
tempt to  reach  that  harbour.  Then  he  made  fail 
after  the  refl,  and  in  the  dav;n  of  the  morning,  find- 
ing himfclt  in  the  muddle  of  their  fleet,  he  began  to 
fire  at  them  all  in  their  turns,  as  he  could  bring  his 
guns  to  bear : they  returned  the  fire  for  fom.e  time ; 
at  length  the  Marguerite,  the  Solide,  and  the  Theo- 
dore ilruck  their  colours,  Thefe  being  fecured, 
were  afterwards  ufed  in  taking  the  Maurice,  Le 
Grand,  and  La  Flore  ; the  Brilliant  alfo  fubmitted, 
and  the  Mars  made  fail,  in  hopes  of  efcaping,  hut 
the  Augulla  coming  up  with  her  about  noon,  fne 
likewife  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vihlor.  Thus,  by 
a well-condudied  flratagcm,  a whole  fleet  of  nine 
fail  were  taken  by  a Angle  Ifiip,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  four  or  five  harbours,  in  any  one  ol  which 
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they  would  have  found  immediate  flielter  and  fecu-  chap. 
rity.  The  prizes,  which  happened  to  be  richly , ^ 

laden,  were  lately  conveyed  to  Jamaica,  and  there 
fold  at  publick  au6tion,  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap- 
tors,  who  may  fafely  challenge  hiflory  to  produce 
fuch  mother  inflance  of  fuccefs. 

§ XLV.  Tdie  miniftry  having  determined  to 
make  vigorous  eTorts  againff  the  enemy  in  North- 
America,  Admiral  Bofcawen  was  veiled  with  the 
command  cf  the  fleet  dehined  for  that  fervice, ‘and 
failed  from  St.  ETelen’s  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
February,  when  the  Invincible,  of  feventy-four 
guns,  one  of  the  beft  fhips  that  conflituted  his  fqua- 
dron,  ran  a-ground,  and  perifhed ; but  her  men, 

{lores,  and  artillery  were  faved.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  fucceeding  month.  Sir  Edward  flawke  fleered 
into  the  Bay  of  Bifcay  with  another  fquadron,  in 
order  to  intercept  any  fupplies  from  France  defigned 
for  Cape-Breton  or  Canada;  and  about  the  fame 
time,  the  town  of  Embden,  belonging  to  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty,  which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,,  was  fuddenly  retrieved  by  the  conduhl  of 
Commodore  Holm.es,  flationed  on  that  coafl,  who 
fent  up  two  of  his  fmall  fhips  to  anchor  in  the  river 
between  Knok  and  the  city.  The  garrifon,  amount- 
inty  to  three  thoufand  feven  hundred  men,  findins: 
themfelves  thus  cut  off  from  all  communication  with 
the  country  below,  abandoned  the  place  with  great 
precipitation,  and  fome  of  their  baggage  being  fent 
off  by  water,  was  taken  by  the  boats  which  the  Com- 
modore armed  for  that  purpofe.  It  was  in  the  fame 
month  that  the  Admiralty  received  advice  of  another 
advantage  by  fea,  which  had  been  gained  by  Ad- 
miral Ofborne,  while  he  cruifed  between  Cape  de 
Gatt  aiiu  Carthagena,  on  the  coafl  of  Spain.  On  the 
twenty- eighth  day  of  March  he  fell  in  with  a French 
fquadron,  commanded  by  the  Marqi  is  du  Quefne, 
confitling  of  four  flrips,  namely,  the  Foudroyant, 
cT  eighty  guns,  the  Orphee,  of  flxty-four,  the  Ori- 
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^ flamme,  of  fifty,  and  the  Pleiade  frigate,  of  twenty- 
four,  in  their  pafTage  from  Toulon  to  reinforce  M* 
de  la  Clue,  who  had  for  fome  time  been  blocked  up 
by  Admiral  Ofborne  in  the  harbour  of  Carthagena. 
The  enemy  no  fooner  perceived  the  Englifh  fquadron 
than  they  difperfed,  and  fleered  different  courfes : 
then  Mr.  Ofborne  detached  divers  fhips  in  purfuitof 
each,  while  he  liimfelf,  with  the  body  of  his  fleet, 
flood  off.  for  the  bay  of  Carthagena,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  French  fquadron  which  lay  there  at 
anchor.  About  feven  in  the  evening,  the  Orphee, 
having  on  board  five  hundred  men,  ftruck  to  Cap- 
tain Storr,  in  the  Revenge,  who  loft  the  calf  of  one 
leg  in  the  engagement,  during  which  he  was  fuftained 
by  the  fhips  Berv/ick  and  Prefton.  The  Mon- 
mouth, of  fixty-four  guns,  commanded  by  Captain 
Gardener,  engaged  the  Foudroyant,  one  of  the 
largeft  drips  in  the  French  navy,  mounted  with  four- 

^ fcore  cannon,  and  containing  eight  hundred  men, 
under  the  diredtion  of  the  Marquis  du  Quefne. 
The  adlion  was  maintained  with  great  fury  on  both 
fides,  and  the  gallant  Captain  Gardener  loft  his  life; 
ncvertlielefs,  the  fight  was  continued  with  unabating 
vigour  by  his  lieutenant,  Mr.  Carkett,  and  the  Fou- 
droyant difibled  in  fuch  a manner,  that  her  com- 
mander ftruck,  as  foon  as  the  other  Engliflr  fhips, 
the  Swaftfure  and  the  Hampton-Court,  appeared. 
This  mortifying  ftep,  however,  he  did  not  take  un- 
til he  favy  his  drip  lie  like  a wreck  upon  the  water, 
and  the  decks  covered  with  carnage.  The  Orb 
fiamine  Vs/as  driven  on  diore  under  the  caftle  of 
Aiglos,  by  the  fhips  Montague  and  Monarque, 
commanded  by  the  Captains  Rowley  and  Montague, 
who  could  not  complete  their  deftrudlion  without 
violating  the  neutrality  of  Spain.  As  for  the  Pleiade 
frigate,  fhe  made  her  efcape  by  being  a prime  failer. 
This  v/as  a fevere  ftroke  upon  the  enemy,  v/ho  not 
only  loft  two  of  their  capital  drips,  but  faw  them 
added  to  the  navy  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  difafter 
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was  followed  clofe  by  another,  which  they  could  note 
help  feeling  with  equal  fenfibility  of  mortification 
and  chagrin.  In  the  beginning  of  x^pril.  Sir  Edward 
Elavvke,  (leering  with  his  fquadron  into  Bafque-road, 
on  the  coaft  of  Poi<5lou,  difeovered,  off  the  ific  of 
Aix,  a French  fleet  at  anchor,  confiding  of  five 
fhips  of  the  line,  with  fix  frigates,  and  forty  tranf- 
ports,  having  on  board  three  thoufand  troops,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  (lores  and  provifions,  intended  as  a 
fupply  for  their  fettlements  in  North- America. 
They  no  fooner  faw  the  Englifh  Admiral  advancing, 
than  they  began  to  flip  their  cables,  and  fly  in  the 
utmofl;  confiifion.  Some  of  them  efcaped  by  fea, 
but  the  greater  number  ran  into  flioal  water,  where 
they  could  not  be  purfued  ^ and  next  morning  they 
appeared  a-ground,  lying  on  their  broadfides.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  w^ho  had  rode  all  night  at  anchor 
a-breait  of  the  ifle  of  Aix,  furnifned  the  (hips  In- 
trepid and  Medway  withtrufty  pilots,  and  fent  them 
farther  in  when  the  flood  began  to  make,  v/ith  or- 
ders to  found  a-head,  that  he  might  know  whether 
there  was  any  poffibility  of  attacking  the  enemy,  but 
the.want  of  a luflicient  depth  of  water  rendered  the 
fcheme  impraclicable.  In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
threw  over- board  their  cannon,  (lores,  and  ballaft; 
and  boats  and  launches  from  Rochefort  were  em- 
ployed in  carrying  out  warps,  to  drag  their  fhips 
through  the  foft  mud,  as  foon  as  they  fhould  be 
water-borne  by  the  flowing-tide.  By  thefe  means 
their  large  fliips  of  war,  and  many  of  their  tranf- 
ports,  efcaped  into  tlie  river  Charentej  but  their 
loading  w^as  loft,  and  the  end  of  their  equipment 
totally  defeated.  Another  convoy  of  merchant  fhips, 
iindei  the  proteeftion  of  three  frigates,  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  a few  days  before,  had  chafed  into  the  har- 
bour of  St.  Martin’s,  in  the  ifle  of  Rhe,  where  they 
ftili  remained,  waiting  an  opportunity  for  hazarding 
a Yecond  departure : a third,  confiding  of  tw’elve 
fail,  bound  from  Bourdeaux  to  Quebeck,  under 
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convoy  of  a frigate  ‘and  armed  vefiel,  was  encoun^ 
tered  at  fea  by  one  Britifh  fhip  of  the  line  and  two 
fire  fhips,  which  took  the  frigate  and  armed  veffel, 
and  two  of  the  convoy  afterwards  met  with  the  fame 
fate  ; but  this  advantage  was  over-balanced  by  the 
Jofs  of  Captain  James  Kume,  commander  of  the 
Pluto  fire-fliip,  a brave  accompliflied  officer,  who, 
in  an  unequal  combat  with  the  enemy,  refufed  to  quit 
tlie  deck  even  when  he  was  difabled,  and  fell  glori- 
oully,  covered  with  wounds,  exhorting  the  people, 
Vv^ith  his  latcfl:  breath,  to  continue  the  engagement 
•while  the  ihip  could  fwim,  and  acquit  themfelves 
with  honour  in  the  fervice  of  their  country. 

§ XLvVI.  On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May  the 
Raifonable,  a French  ilrip  of  die  line,  mounted  with 
fixty-four  cannon,  leaving  on  board  fix  hundred  and 
thirty  men,  commanded  by  the  Prince  de  Mombazon, 
Chevalier  de  Rohan,  was,  in  her  pafTage  from  Port 
rOrient  to  Bred,  attacked  by  Captain  Dennis,  in 
the  Dorfetdiiie,  of  feventy  guns,  and  taken  after  an 
obdinate  engagem.ent,  in  which  one  hundred  and 
fixty  men  of  tire  Prince’s  complement  weie  killed  or 
■wounded,  and  he  fuflained  great  damage  in  his  hull, 
Liils,  and  rip-gino-.  ■ Thefe  fuccefles  were  moreover 
chequered  by  the  tidings  of  a lamentable  difafter  that 
b.efeilthe  fnip  Prince  George,  of  eighty  guns,  com- 
manded by  Rear-Admiral  Broderick,  in  his'paflage 
to  the  Mediterranean.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of 
April,  between  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  a 
dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  the  fore  part  of  the  fliip, 
and  raged  >vith  Inch  fury,  that  notwithuanding  all 
the  efforts  of  the  officers  and  men  for  fevei  ai  liours, 
the  flames  incrcafed,  and  the  ffiip  being  confumed 
to  die  water’s  edge,  the  remnant  funk  about  fix 
o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  horror  and  confterna- 
tion  ot  luch  a feenp  are  not  eafily  deferibed.  When 
all  endeavours  proved  fruitlefs,  and  no  hope  of  pre- 
ferving  tlie  flup  remained,  the  barge  was  hoifted  out 
for  the  preferyation  of  the  Admiral,  who  entered  it 
^ , accord  inglyj 
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accordingly;  but  all  diftinftion  of  joerfons  being  now  chap. 
abolifhed,  the  feannen  ruflied  into  it  in  fuch  crowds,  ^ 

that  in  a few  moments  it  overfet.  The  Admiral, 
forefeeing  that  this  would  be  the  cafe,  ftripped  off 
his  clothes,  and  committing  hirnfelf  to  the  mercy  of 
the  waves,  was  faved  by  the  boat  of  a merchant- 
fhip,  after  he  had  fuftained  himfeif  in  the  fea  a full 
hour  by  fwimming.  Captain  Payton,  who  was  the 
fccond  in  command,  remained  upon  the  quarter- 
deck as  long  as  it  was  polfible  to  keep  that  Ration, 
and  then  defcending  by  the  ftern  ladder,  had  the 
good  fortune  to  be  taken  into  a boat  belonging  to 
the  Alderney  (loop.  The  hull  of  the  fhip,  mafts,  and 
rip-sins:,  were  nov7  in  a blaze,  burflins  tremendous 
in  feveral  parts  through  horrid  clouds  of  fmoak ; 
nothing  was  heard  but  the  crackling  of  the  flames, 
mingled  with  the  difmal  cries  of  terror  and  diftrac- 
tion ; nothing  was  feen  but  adls  of  phrenzy  and  def- 
peration.  The  m.iferable  wretches,  affrighted  at 
the  horrors  of  fuch  a conflagration,  fought  a fate 
lefs  dreadful,  by  plunging  into  the  fea,  and  about 
three  hundred  men  were  preferved  by  the  boats 
. belonging  to  fome  fliips  that  accompanied  the  Ad- 
miral in  his  voyage,  but  five  hundred  periflred  in  the 
ocean. 

§ XLVII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  being  de- 
termined to  renew  his  attempt  upon  the  coafl;  of 
France,  ordered  a very  formidable  armament  to  be  , 

equipped  for  that  purpofe.  Two  powerful  fquadrons 
by  fea  were  deflined  for  the  fervices  of  this  expedi- 
tion, the  firff,  confifting  of  eleven  great  fliips,  was 
commanded  by  Lord  Anfon  and  Sir  Edward 
Fiawke:  the  other,  compofed  of  four  fliips  of  the 
line,  feven  frigates,  fix  floops,  two  fire-fliips,  two 
bombs,  ten  cutters,  twenty  tenders,  ten  ftore-fhips, 
and  one  hundred  tranfports,  was  put  under  the  di- 
reClion  of  Commodore  Id  owe,  who  had  fignalifed 
liimfelf  by  his  gallantry  and  coridu6l  in  the  courfe 
of  tiie  l.iil  fruitkfs  expedition.  The  plan  of  a de- 
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BOOK  fcent  upon  France  having  been  adopted  by  the  mi- 
niftry,  a body  of  troops,  confiding  of  fixteen  regi- 
ments,  nine  troops  of  light- horfe,  and  fix  thoiifand 
marines,  was  affembled  for  the  execution  of  this 
defign,  and  embarked  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough ; a nobleman,  who,  though 
he  did  not  inherit  all  the  military  genius  of  his 
grandfather,  yet  far  excelled  him  in  the  amiable  and 
focial  qualities  of  the  heart : he  was  bra\:e  beyond 
all  queftion,  generous  to  profufion,  and  good-natured 
to  excefs.  On  this  occafion,  he  was  afTifted  by  the 
councils  of  Lord  George  Sackville,  fecond  in  com- 
mand, fon  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet ; an  officer  of 
experience  and  reputation,  who  had,  in  the  civil 
departments  of  government,  exhibited  proofs  of 
extraordinary  genius  and  uncommon  application. 
The  troops,  having  been  encamped  for  fomiC  time 
, upon  the  Lie  of  Wight,  were  embarked  in  the  latter 
end  of  May,  and  the  two  fleets  failed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June  for  the  coafb  of  Bretagne,  leaving  the 
people  of  England  fluffied  with  the  gayefl:  hopes  of 
vidtory  and  conqueft.  The  two  fleets  parted  at  fea : 
Lord  Anfon,  with  his  fquadron,  proceeded  to  the 
bay  of  Bifcay,  in  order  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
enemy’s  fliips,  and  harrafs  their  navigation ; while 
Commodore  Howe,  v;ith  the  land-forces,  (leered 
diredlly  towards  St.  Maloes,  a flrong  place  of  con- 
fiderable  commerce,  fituated  on  the  coafl;  of  Bre- 
tagne, againfl  which  the  purpofed  invafion  fcemed 
to  be  chiefly  intended.  The  town,  however,  was 
found  too  well  fortified,  both'  by  art  and  nature, 
to  admit  of  an  attempt  by  fea  with  any  profpedl  of 
luccefs  j and,  therefore,  it  was  refolved  to  make  a 
» defcent  in  the  neighbourhood.  After  the  fleet  had 
beeri^  by  contrary  winds,  detained  feveral  days  in 
fight  of  the  French  coafl,  it  arrived  in  the  bay  of 
Cancalle,  about  two  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  St. 
Maloes,  and  Mr.  Flowe  having  (ilenced  a fmall 
battery  which  the  enemy  had  occafionally  railed 
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upon  the  beach,  the  troops  were  landed,  without  < 
further  oppofition,  on  the  fixth  day  of  June.  The  ^ 
Duke  of  Marlborough  immediately  began  his  march 
towards  St.  Servan,  with  a view  to  deftroy  fuch  flip- 
ping and  magazines  as  might  be' in  any  accefllble 
parts  of  the  river ; and  this  fcheme  was  executed 
with  fuccefs.  A great  quantity  of  naval  fores,  two 
flips  of  v/ar,  feveral  privateers,  and  about  fourfcore 
velTels  of  different  forts,  were  fet  on  fire  and  reduced 
to  aflies,  almofl:  under  the  cannon  of  the  place, 
which,  however,'  they  could  not  pretend  to  befiege 
in  form.  His  grace  having  received  repeated  ad- 
vices that  the  enemy  were  bufily  employed  in  af- 
iembling  forces  to  march  agaiiift  him,  returned  to 
Cancalle,  where  Mr.  Howe  had  made  Rich  a 
mafterly  difpofition  of  the  boats  and  tranfports,  that 
the  re-embarkation  of  the  troops  was  performed  with 
furprifing  eafe  and  expedition.  The  forces,  v/hile 
they  remained  on  fhore,  were  refrained  Rom  all 
outrages  by  the  mof  fevere  difcipline ; and  the 
French  houfes,  which  their  inhabitants  had  aban-  < 
doncd,  were  left  untouched.  Immediately  after 
their  landing,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  publified  and  dif ributed  a mani- 
fefo,  addreffed  to  the  people  of  Bretagne,  giving 
them  to  iinderfand,  that  his  defcent  upon  the  coaf 
was  not  effedted  with.a  defign  to  make  war  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  open  country,  except  fuch  as 
fhould  be  found  in  arms,  or  otherwife  oppofing  the 
operations  of  his  Britannick  Majefyr  that  all  who 
were  willing  to  continue  in  peaceable  poffeffion  of 
their  effecls,  might  remain  unmolefed  in  their 
refpedlive  dwellings,  and  follow  their  ufual  occupa- 
tions; that,  befides  the  cufoms  and  taxes  they  ufed 
to  pay  to  their  owm  King,  nothing  fhould  be  re- 
quired of  them  but  w^hat  was  abfolutely  neceiTary  for 
the  Ribfif  ence  of  the  army ; and  that,  for  all  pro- 
vifions  brought  in,  they  fliould  be  paid  in  ready 
money.  He  concluded  this  notice  with  declaring. 
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K that  If,  notwithflandlng  thefe  aiTiirances  of  protedionj 
they  fhould  carry  off  their  effects  and  provifions^ 
and  abandon  the  places  of  their  habitation,  he  would 
treat  them  as  enemies,  and  deffroy  their  houfes  with 
fire  and  fwordi  To  the  magiftracy  of  St.  Maloes 
he  likewife  fent  a letter,  importing,  that  as  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  villages  between  Dinant, 
Rennes,  and  Doll,  now  in  his  poffeffion,  had  deferred 
their  habitations,  probably  to  avoid  the  payment 
of  the  ufual  contributions;  and  he  being  informed 
that  the  magiftrates  had  compelled  the  people  of  the 
country  to  retire  into  the  town  of  St.  Maloes ; he  now 
gave  them  notice,  that  if  they  did  not  immediately 
fend  them  back  to  their  houfes,  and  come  themfelves 
to  his  head-quarters,  to  fettle  the  contributions,  he 
fliould  think  himfelf  obliged  to  proceed  to  military 
execution.  Thefe  threats,  however,  were  not  put 
in  force,  although  the  magiftrates  of  St.  Maloes  did 
not  think  proper  to  comply  with  his  injunction.  But 
it  was  found  altogether  impoffible  to  prevent  irregu- 

* larities  among  troops  that  were  naturally  licentious. 
Some  houfes  were  pillaged,  and  not  without  a6ls  of 
barbarity : but  the  offenders  were  brought  to  im- 
mediate juftice  j and  it  muft  be  owned,  as  an  incon- 
teftable  proof  of  the  General’s  humanity,  that  in 
deftroying  the  magazines  of  the  enemy  at  St.  Servan, 
which  may  be  termed  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Maloes, 
he  ordered  one  fmall  ftore-houfe  to  be  fpared,  be- 
caufe  it  could  not  be  fet  on  fire  without  endangering 
the  whole  diftricft.  The  Britilb  forces  being  re- 
embarked, including  about  five  hundred  light-horfe, 
which  had  been  difciplined  and  carried  over  with  a 
view  to  fcour  the  country,  the  fleet  wms  detained  by 
contrary  winds  in  the  bay  of  Cancalle  for  feveral 
days,  during  which  a deiign  feems  to  have  been 
formed  for  attacking  Granville,  which  had  been 
reconnoitred  by  fome  of  the  engineers : but  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  report,  the  fcheme  was  laid  afide, 
and  the  fleet  flood  out  to  fea,  where  it  was  expofed 
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^ fome  rough  weather.  In  a few  days,  the  wind  chap* 
blowing  in  a northern  direftion,  they  fieOred  again  , ^ 

towards  the  Erench  coaft,  and  ran  in  with  the  land 
near  Havre-dc-GracC,  where  the  fiat  bottomed  boats, 
provided  for  landing,  were  hoifted  out,  and  a fecond 
dilembarkation  expe61;ed.  But  the  wind  blowing 
violently  tov/ards  the  evening,  the  boats  were  re- 
Jliipped,  and  the  fleet  obliged  to  quit  the  land,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  a lee-fiiore.  Next 
day,  the  weather  being  more  moderate,  they  re- 
turned to  the  fam.e  Ration,  and  orders  were  given 
to  prepare  for  a defeent;  but  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough having  taken  a view  of  the  coafi:  in  an' 
open  cutter,  accompanied  by  Commodore  Howe,  ^ 
thought  proper  to  v/ave  the  attempt.  Their  next 
Rep  was  to  bear  away  before  the  wind  for  Cherbourg, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  place  the  fleet  came 
to  anchor.  Here  fome  of  the  tranfports  received 
the  fire  ol  fix  different  batteries  j and  a confiderable 
body  of  troops  appeared  in  arms  to  difpute  the  land- 
ing, nevertheleis,  the  General  refolved  that  the 
forts  Qnerquevilie,  FHommet,  and  Galiet  fliould 
be  attacked  in  the  niQ;ht  by  the  firR  regiment  of 
guards.  The  foldiers  were  actually  diRributed  in 
the  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  every  preparation  made 
for  this  enterprife,  when  the  wind  began  to  blow 
with  Rich  violence,  that  the  troops  could  not  be 
landed  without  the  moft  imminent  danger  and  diiH- 
culty,  nor  properly  fuRained  in  cafe  of  a repulfe, 
even  if  the  difembarkation  could  have  been  effefted. 

This  attempt,  therefore,  was  laid  afide,  but  at  the 
fame  time  a refoliition  taken  to  Rand  in  towards  the 
fliore  with  the  whole  fleet,  to  cover  a general  land- 
ing, A difpofition  was  made  accordingly,  but  the 
Rorm  increaling,  the  tranfports  ran  foul  of  each 
otlier,  and  the  Ihips  were  expofed  to  all  the  perils  of  a 
iee-fliore,  for  the  gale  blew  dire^lly  upon  thecoaR; 
bcfides,  the  provilions  began  to  fail,  and  the  hay 
for  the  horfes  was  almoR  confumed.  Thefe  con- 
VoL.  IV.  ‘ T cutting  ^ 
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B o o K curring  reafons  induced  the  commanders  to  poft- 
^ , pone  the  difembarkation  to  a more  favourable  op- 

portunity.  The  fleet  Rood  out  to  fea,  and  the  temped 
abating,  they  fleered  for  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  next 
day  anchoreci  at  St.  Helen’s.  Such  was  the  iflfue  of 
an  enterprife  achieved  with  confiderable  fuccefs,  if  we 
confider  the  damage  done  to  the  enemy^s  fliipping, 
and  the  other  objedls  which  the  miniftry  had  in  view; 
namely,  to  fecurethe  navigation  of  the  channel,  and 
make  a diveiTion  in  favour  of  German  allies,  bv 
alarming  the  French  King,  and  obliging  him  to 
employ  a great  number  of  troops  to  defend  his  coaft 
from  infult  and  invafion : but  w'hether  fuch  a mighty 
armament  was  neceflfary  for  the  accompliilrment  of 
thefe  petty  aims,  and  vdiether  the  fame  armament 
might  not  have  been  employed  in-  executing 
fehemes  of  infinitely  greater  advantage  to  the  na- 
tion, we  fhall  leave  to  the  judicious  reader’s  own 
reflexion. 

§ XL VIII.  The  defigns  upon  the  coafl:  of  France, 
though  interrupted  by  tempefluous  weather,  were  not 
as  yet  laid  afide  for  the  whole  feafon ; but,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  troops  were  difembarked  on  the  Ifle 
of  Wight : and  one  brigade  marched  to  the  north- 
ward, to  join  a body  of  troops  with  which  the  go- 
vernment refolved  to  augment  the  army  of  the  allies 
in  Germany,  commanded  by  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord 
George  Sackville  being  appointed  to  condutl  this 
Britifli  corps  upon  the  continent,  the  command  of 
the  marine  expeditions  devolved  to  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Bligh,  an  old  experienced  officer,  who  had 
ferved  with  reputation;  and  his  Royal  Highnefs 
Prince  Edward,  afterw’ards  created  Duke  of  York, 
entered  as  a voluntier  with  Commodore  Howe,  ia 
order  to  learn  the  rudimients  of  the  fea-fervice. 
T he  reiT5ainder  of  the  troops  being  re-embarked, 
and  every  thing  prepared  for  the  fecond  expedition, 
the  fleet  failed  from  St.  Helen’s  on  the  firft  of  An- 
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guft ; and  after  a tedious  paflage  from  calms  and  chap. 
contrary  winds,  anchored  on  the  feventh  in  the  bay 
of  Cherbourg.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  en-  ^ 

trenched  themfelves  within  a line,  extending  from 
the  fort  Ecoeurdeville,  which  Hands  about  two  miles 
to  the  weftward  of  Cherbourg,  along  the  coaft  for 
the  fpace  of  four  miles,  fortified  with  feveral  batte- 
ries at  proper  diftances.  Behind  this  retrenchment 
a body  of  horle  and  Infantry  appeared  in  red  and 
blue  uniforms ; but  as  they  did  not  advance  to  the 
open  beach,  the  lefs  rifque  was  run  in  landing  the  ' 

Britifli  forces.  At  firft  a bomb-ketch  had  been  fent 
to  anchor  near  the  town,  and  throw  fome  fliells  into 
the  place,  as  a feint  to  amufe  the  enemy,  and  de- 
ceive them  with  regard  to  the  place  of  difembarka- 
tion,  while  the  General  had  determined  to  land 
about  a league  to  the  weftv/ard  of  Querqueville,  the 
moil  weflern  fort  in  the  bay.  The  other  bomb- 
ketches,  being  polled  along  fhorej  did  confiderable 
execution  upon  the  entrenchnients,  not  only  by 
throwing  fliells  in  the  ufual  v/ay,  but  alfo  by  ufing 
ball-mortars,  filled  with  great  quantities  of  balls, 
which  may  be  thrown  to  a great  diflance,  and,  by 
fcattering  as  they  fly,  do  abundance  of  mifehief. 

While  thefe  ketches  fired  without  ceafing,  the  gre- 
nadiers and  guards  were  rowed  regularly  afliore  in 
the  hat-bottomed  boats,  and,  landing  without  oppo- 
fition,  inflantiy  formed,  on  a fmall  open  portion  of 
the  beach,  with  a natural  breafl-work  in  their  front, 
having  on  the  other  fide  a hollow  way,  and  a village 
rifing  beyond  it  with  a fudden  afeent : on  the  left, 
the  ground  was  interfered  by  hedges,  and  covered 
with  orchards,  and  from  this  quarter  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced in  order.  The  Britifh  troops  immediately 
quitted  tlie  breaft-work,  in  order  to  meet  them  half- 
way, and  a flraggling  fire  began ; but  tlie  French 
edging  to  the  left,  took  pofTefTion  of  the  hill,  from 
whence  they  piqueered  wFh  the  advanced  pofls  of 
the  Englifh,  In  the  mean  time,  the  red  of  the  in- 
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'-BOOK  fanny  were  difembarked,  and  the  enemy  at  nighi 


retired.  As  the  light  troops  were  not  yet  landed, 


General  Bligh  encamped  that  night  at  the  village  of 
Lirville,  on  a j)iece  of  ground  that  did  not  extend 
above  four  hundred  paces ; fo  that  the  tents  were 
pitched  in  a crowded  and  irregular  manner.  Next 
morning,  the  General  having  received  intelligence 
that  no  parties  of  die  enemy  were  feen  moving  on 
the  hill,  or  in  the  plain^  and  that  Fort  Querqueville 
was  entirely  abandoned,  made  a difpofition  tor 
marching  in  two  columns  to  Cherbourg.  An  ad- 
vanced party  took  immediate  pofTefTion  of  Querque- 
ville j and  the  lines  and  batteries  along  the  fhore 
were  now  deferted  by  the  enemy.  The  BritiHi 
forces  marching  behind  St.  Aulne,  Ecoeurdeville, 
Flommet,  and  La  Galet,  found  the  town  of  Cher- 
bourg likewife  abandoned,  and  the  gates  being  open, 
entered  it  without  oppofition.  The  citizens,  en- 
couraged by  a manifefto  containing  a promife  of 
protedlion,  which  had  been  publifhed  and  diftri- 
buted,  in  order  to  quiet  their  apprehenfions,  received 
their  new  guefts  with  a good  grace,  overwhelming 
them  with  civilities,  for  which  they  met  with  a very 
ungrateful  return  ; for  as  the  bulk  of  the  army  was 
not  regularly  encamped  and  fuperintended,  the  fol- 
diers  were  at  liberty  to  indulge  themfelves  in  riot 
and  licentioufnefs.  All  night  long  they  ravaged  the 
adjacent  country  without  reftraint ; and  as  no  guards 
had  been  regularly  placed  in  the  ftreets  and  ave- 
nues of  Cherbourg,  to  prevent  diforders,  the  town 
itfelf  was  not  exempted  from  pillage  and  bruta- 
lity. Thefe  outrages,  however,  were  no  fooncr 
known,  than  the  General  took  immediate^  ileps 
for  putting  a Hop  to 'them  for  the  prefent,  and 
preventing  ail  irregularities  for  the  future.  Next 
morning  the  place  being  reconnoitred,  he  deter- 
mined to  deftroy,  without  delay,  all  the  forts  and 
the  bafon  ; and  the  execution  of  this  dcfigniwas 
left  to  the  engineers,  alfifled  by  the  officers  of  the 
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fieet  and  artillery.  Great  Turns  of  money  had  been  C H A p. 
expended  upon  the  harbour  and  bafon  of  Cherbourg, 
which  at  one  time  was  confidered  by  the  French  1758. 
Court  as  an  objeft  of  great  importance,  from  its 
fituation  refpefling  the  river  Seine,  as  well  as  the 
oppofite  coail  of  England  ; but  as  the  works  were 
left  unfiniflied,  in  all  appearance  the  plan  had  grown 
into  difreputation.  The  enemy  had  railed  feveral 
unconnedted  batteries  along  the  bay,  but  the  town 
itfelf  was  quite  open  and  defencelefs.  While  the 
engineers  were  employed  in  demolilliing  the  works, 
the  light-horfe  fcoured  the  country,  and  detachments 
were  every  day  fent  out  towards  Walloign,  at  the 
diftance  of  four  leagues  from  Cherbourg,  where  the 
enemy  were  encamped,  and  every  hour  received 
reinforcements.  Several  Ikirmidies  were  fought  by 
the  out- parties  of  each  army,  in  one  of  which  Capt. 

Lindfay,  a gallant  young  officer,  who  had  been  very 
inftrumental  in  training  the  light-horfe,  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  harbour  and  bafon  of  Cher- 
bourg being  deftroyed,  together  with  all  the  forts 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  about  twenty  pieces  of 
brafs  cannon  fecured  on  board  the  Engliffi  fliips, 
a contribution,  amounting  to  about  three  thoufand 
pounds  llerling,  was  exadted  upon  the  town,  and  a 
jdan  of  re-embarkation,  concerted  ; as  it  appeared 
from  the  reports  of  peafants  and  deferters,  that  the 
enemy  were  already  jncieafed  to  a formidable  num- 
ber. A (light  entrenchment  being  raifed,  fufficient 
to  defend  the  laft  divifion  that  fliould  be  re-embarked, 
the  (tores  and  artillery  were  (hipped,  and  the  light 
horl'es  conveyed  on  board  their  refpedlive  tranfports, 
by  means  of  platforms  laid  in  the  flat-bottomed  vef- 
fels.  On  tlie  fixteenth  day  of  Auguft,  at  three  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  tlie  forces  marched  from  Cher- 
bourg down  to  the  beach,  and  re-embarked  at  Fort^ 

Galet,  without  the  lead  diiturbance  from  the  enemy. 

§ XLIX.  This  fervicc  being  happily  performed, 
the  fleet  let  fail  for  the  coad  of  England,  and  an- 
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BOOK  chored  in  the  road  of  Weymouth,  under  the  high 
land  of  Portland.  In  two  days  it  weighed  and  flood 
again  to  the  fouthward  ; but  was  obliged,  by- con- 
trary winds,  to  return  to  the  fame  riding.  The 
fecond  effort,  however,  was  more  effeftual.  The 
fleet  with  fome  difficulty  kept  the  fea,  and  fleering 
to  the  French  coafl,  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay 
of  St.  Lunaire,  two  leagues  to  the  weftward  of 
St.  Maloes,  againfl  which  it  was  determined  to 
make  another  attempt.  The  floops  and  ketches 
being  ranged  along  ffiore  to  cover  the  difembark- 
ation,  the  troops  landed  on  a fair  open  beach,  and 
a detachment  of  grenadiers  was  lent  to  the  harbour 
of  St.  Briac,  above  the  town  of  St.  Malo,  where 
they  deflroyed  about  fifteen  fmall  veffels  : but  St. 
Maloes  itfelf  being  properly  furveyed,  appeared  to 
be  above  infult,  either  from  the  land  forces  or  the 
Ihipping.  ' The  mouth  of  the  river  that  forms  its 
bafon,  extends  above  two  miles  in  breadth  at  its 
narrowefl  part,  fo  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  land 
batteries,  and  the  entrance  is  defended  by  fuch  forts 
and  batteries  as  the  fnips  of  war  could  not  pretend 
to  filence,  confidering  the  difficult  navigation  of  the 
channels ; befides  fifty  pieces  of  large  cannon  planted 
on  thefe  forts  and  batteries,  the  enemy  had  mounted 
forty  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  town ; and  the  bafon 
was,  moreover,  flrengthened  by  feven  frigates  or 
armed  veffels,  whofe  guns  might  have  been  brought 
to  bear  upon  any  batteries  that  could  be  raifed  on 
ffiore,  as  well  as  upon  flips  entering  by  the  ufual 
channel.  For  thefe  fubftantial  reafons  the  deiign 
againfl  St.  Maloes  w^as  dropped  ; but  the  General 
being  unwilling  to  re-embark,  without  having  taken 
fome  flep  for  the  further  annoyance  of  the  enemy, 
refolved  to  penetrate  into  the  country,  conducing 
his  motions,  however,  fo  as  to  be  near  the  fleet, 
w'hich  had,  by  this  time,  quitted  the  bay  of  St.  Lu- 
naire, where  it  could  not  ride  wdth  any  fafety,  and 
anchored  in  the  bay  of  St,  Cas,  about  three  leagues 
to  the  weftward,  ^ L, 
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§ L.  On  Friday  the  eighth  of  September,  Ge  chap. 
neral  Bligh,  with  his  little  army,  began  his  march  ^ 

for  Guildo,  at  the  diftance  of  nine  miles,  which  he  .3. 
reached  in  the  evening : next  day  he  croiTed  a lit- 
tle gut  or  inlet  of  the  fea,  at  low  water,  and  his 
troops  being  incommoded  by  the  peafants,  who  nred 
at  them  from  hedges  and  houfes,  he  fent  a prieft 
with  a melTage,  intimating,  that  if  they  would  not 
defift,  he  would  reduce  their  houfes  to  afhes.  No 
regard  being  paid  to  this  intimation,  the  houfes 
were  actually  let  on  fire  as  foon  as  the  troops  had 
formed  their  camp  about  two  miles  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  inlet.  Next  morning  he  proceeded  to  the 
villao;e  of  Matio;non,  where,  after  fome  fmart  fleir^ 
milliing,  the  French  piquets  appeared,  drawn  up 
in  order,  to  the  number  of  two  battalions ; but 
having  fuftained  a few  fhot  from  the  Englifh  field- 
' pieces,  and  feeing  the  grenadiers  advance,  they  fud- 
denly  difperfed.  General  Bligh''continuing  his  route 
through  the  village,  encamped  in  the  open  ground, 
about  three  miles  from  the  bay  of  St,  Cas,  which 
was  this  day  reconnoitred  for  re-embarkation  : for  he 
now  received  undoubted  intelligence,  that  the  Duke 
d’Aiguillon  had  advanced  from  Breft  to  Lam.bale, 
within  fix  miles  of  the  Englifh  camp,  at  the  head 
of  twelve  regular  battalions,  fix  fquadrons,  two  re- 
giments of  militia,  eight  mortars,  and  ten  pieces  of 
cannon.  The  bay  of  St.  Cas  was  covered  by  an 
entrenchment  which  the  enemy  had  thrown  up,  to 
prevent  or  oppofe  any  difembarkation  : and  on  the 
outfide  of  this  work  there  was  a range  of  fand- hills 
extending  along  fhore,  which  could  have  ferved  as 
a cover  to  the  enemy,  from  v/hence  they  might  have 
annoyed  the  troops  in  re-embarking ; for  this  reafon  a 
propofal  was  made  to  the  General,  that  the  forces 
fhould  be  re-embarked  from  a fair  open  beach  on 
the  left,  between  St.  Cas  and  Guildo^i  but  this  ad- 
vice was  rejedted,  and,  indeed,  the  fubfequent  ope- 
rations of  the  army  favoured  flrongly  of  blind  fecurity 
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BOOK  and  rafh  prefumption.  Had  the  troops  decamped 
in  the  night  without  noife,  in  all  probability  they 

^ 1^58. ’’would  have  arrived  at  the  beach  before  the  French 
had  received  the  lead  intelligence  of  their  motion ; 
and,  in  that  cafe,  the  whole  army,  confifting  of 
about  fix  thoufand  men,  might  have  been  re- em- 
barked without  the  lead  interruption  : but,  indead 
of  this  cautious  manner  of  proceeding,  the  drums 
were  beaten  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  as  if 
with  intention  to  give  notice  to  the  enemy,  who 
forthwith  repeated  the  fame  fignal.  The  troops 
were  in  motion  before  three,  and  though  the  length 
of  the  march  did  not  exceed  three  miles,  the  halts 
and  interruptions  were  fo  numerous  and  frequent,, 
that  they  did  not  arrive  on  the  beach  of  St.  Ca3 
till  nine.  Then  the  embarkation  was  begun,  and 
might  have  been  happily  finiilied,  had  the  tranfport^ 
lain  near  the  lliore,  and  received  the  men  as  fad  as 
the  boats  could  have  conveyed  them  on  board, 
without  didindlion ; but  many  fliips  rode  at  a con^ 
fiderable  didance,  and  every  boat  carried  the  men 
pn  board  the  refpedive  tranfports  to  which  they 
belonged  ; a pundlilio  of  difpofition  by  which  a great 
deal  of  time  was  unneceffarily  confumcd.  The 
fmall  fhips  and  bomb-ketches  VN/ere  brought  near  the 
fhore,  to  cover  the  1 e-embarkation  ; and  a confider- 
able  number  of  fea- officers  were  Rationed  on  the 
beach,  to  fuperintend  the  boats  crews,  and  regulate 
the  fervice ; bur,  notwithflanding  all  their  attention 
and  authority,  forne  of  the  boats  v/ere  otherwife 
employed  than  in  conveying  the  unhappy  foldiers. 
Had  all  the  cutters  and  fmall  craft  belonging  to  the 
fleet  been  properly  occupied  in  this  fervice,  the  dif- 
grace  and  difader  of  the  day  would  fcarce  have  hap- 
pened. The  Britifh  forces  had  Ikirmifiaed  a little 
on  the  march,  but  no  confiderabie  body  of  die  enemy 
appeared  untl  the  embarkation  w’as  begun  ; theia 
they  took  poifeffion  of  an  eminence  by  a v^ind-mill, 
and  fortliv/ith  opened  a battery  of  ten  cannon  and 
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' eight  mortars,  from  whence  they  'fired  with  confi-  chap, 
derable  e£fe6t  upon  the  foldiers  on  the  beach,  and 
on  the  boats  in  their  paffage.  They  afterwards  be-  "^^3. 
gan  to  march  down  the  hill,  partly  covered  by  a 
hollow  way  on  their  left,  with  defign  to  gain  a wood, 
where  they  might  form  and  extend  themfelves  along 
the  front  of  the  Englifh,  and  advance  againfl  thern 
under  flielter  of  the  fand-hills;  but  in  their  defcent 
they  fulFered  extremely  from  the  cannon  and  mortars 
of  the  fhipping,  which  made  great  havock,  and 
direw  them  into  confuQon.  Their  line  of  march 
down  the  hill  was  daggered,  and  for  fome  time 
continued  in  fufpenfe  ; then  they  turned  off  to  one 
fide,  extended  themfelves  along  a hill  to  their  left, 
and  advanced  in  a hollow  way,  from  whence  they 
fuddenly  ruHif/d  out  to  the  attack.  Though  the 
greater  part  of  the  Britidi  troops  were  already  em- 
barked, the  rear-guard,  confiding  of  all  the  grena- 
diers, and  half  of  the  fird  regiment  of  guards,  re- 
mained on  the  fhore,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred, under  the  command  of  Major-General  Dury. 

This  officer,  feeing  the  French  ’ advance,  ordered 
his  troops  to  form  in  g:-and  divifions,  and  march 
from  behind  the  bank  that  covered  them,  in  order 
charge  the  enemy  before  they  could  be  formed 
on  the  plain.  Had  this  dep  been  taken  when  it  was 
fird  fuggeded  to  Mr,  Dury,  before  the  French 
were  difengaged  from  the  hollow  way,  perhaps  it 
midit  have  lo  far  fucceeded  as  to  difconcert  and 

I ^ 

throw  them  into  confufion : but  by  this  time  they 
had  extended  themfelves  into  a very  formidable 
front,  and  no  hope  remained  of  being  able  to  with- 
dand  fucli  a fuperior  number.  Indead  of  attempt- 
ing to  fig-'it  againd  fuch  odds  in  an  open  field  of 
battle,  \hcy  might  have  retreated  along  the  beach  to 
a rock  on  the  left,  in  which  progrefs  their  right 
flank  would  have  been  fecured  by  the  entrenchment ; 
and  the  enemy  could  not  have  purfued  them  along 
the  Ihoie,  without  being  expofed  to  fuch  a fire  from 
5 the 
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the  Htipping,  as  in  all  probability  they  could  not 
have  fuftained.  This  fcherrxC  was  likew'ife  propofcd 
to  Mr.  Dury ; but  he  feemed  to  be  adiiated  by  a 
fpirit  of  infatuation.  The  Engliihi  line  being  drawn 
np  in  uneven  ground,  began  the  adtion  with  an 
irregular  fire  from  right  to  left,  which  the  enemy 
returned ; but  their  ufual  fortitude  and  refolution 
feemed  to  forfake  them  on  this  occafion.  'I'hey  faw 
themfelves  in  danger  of  being  furrounded,  and  cut 
in  pieces  their  officers  dropped  on  every  fide  5 and 
all  hoj'/e  of  retreat  was  now  intercepted.  In  this 
cruel  dilemma  their  fpirits  fiiiled  ; they  were  feized 
w'ith  a panicle ; they  faultered,  they  broke;  and  in 
kfs  than  five  minutes  after  the  engagement  began 
they  fied  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  purfued  by  the 
enemy,  vdio  no  fooncr  faw  them  give  way  than  they 
fell  in  among  them  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and 
made  a great  carnage.  General  Dury  being  dan- 
geroufly  wounded,  ran  into  the  fea,  where  he  perifh- 
ed  ; and  this  was  the  fate  of  a great  number,  officers 
as  well  as  Ibldiers.  IVIany  fwam  towards  the  boats 
and  veflels,  which  were  ordered  to  give  them  all 
manner  of  affiftance  ; but  by  far  the  greater  number 
were  either  butchered  on  the  beach,  or  drowned  in 
the  v/ater  : a fmall  body,  however,  inflead  of  throw- 
ing themfelves  into  the  fea,  retired  to  the  rock  on 
the  left,  where  they  made  a ftand,  until  they  had 
exhaufted  their  ammunition,  and  then  furrendered 
at  diferetioh.  The  havock  was  moreover  increafed 
fiy  the  fliot  and  fiiells  difeharged  from  the  battery 
which  the  enemy  had  raifed  on  the  hill.  The 
fiaughter  w'onld  not  have  been  fo  great,  had  not  the 
French  foldiers  been  exafperated  by  the  fire  from 
the  frio-ates,  which  was  {till  maintained  even  after  the 
Jfnglilli  troops  w^re  routed : but  this  was  no  fooner 
filenced  bv  a fignal  from  the  Commodore,  than  the 
enemy  exhibiteci  a noble  example  of  moderation 
and  humanity,  in  granting  immediate  cjuarter  and 
proteflion  to  the  vanquilhed.  About  one  thoufiind 
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chofen  men  of  the  Englifli  army' were  killed  and  chap. 
taken  prifoners  on  this  occafion  ; nor  was  the  ad-  . 

vantage  cheaply  pnrchafed  by  the  French  troops, 
among  whom  the  fiiot  and  fliells  from  the  frigates 
and  ketches  had  done  great  execution.  The  cle- 
mency of  the  viftors  was  the  more  remarkable,  as 
the  Britifli  troops  in  this  expedition  had  been  fhame- 
fully  guilty  of  marauding,  pillaging,  burning,  and 
other  excelTes.  War  is  fo  dreadful  in  itfelf,  and  fo 
fevere  in  its  confequences,  that  the  exercife  of  gene- 
lofity  and  compaffion,  by  which  its  horrors  are  miti- 
gated, ought  ever  to  be  applauded,  encouraged, 
and  imitated.  We  ought  alfo  to  ufe  our  bell  endea- 
vours to  deferve  this  treatment  at  the  hands  of  a > 
civilized  enemy.  Let  us  be  humane  in  our  turn  to 
thofe  whom  the  fate  of  war  hath  fubjedted  to  our 
power  : let  us,  iri  profecuting  our  military  opera- 
tions, maintain  the  moft  rigid  difcipline  among  the 
troops,  and  religioudy  abftain  from  all  a6ls  of  vio- 
lence and  qppreflion.  Thus,  a laudable  emulation 
will  undoubtedly  enfue,  and  the  powers  at  war  vie 
with  each  other  in  humanity  and  politenefs.  In 
other  refpefts,  the  commander  of  an  invading  arma- 
ment will  always  find  his  account  in  being  well  with 
the  common  people  of  the  country  in  which  the 
defcent  is  made.  By  civil  treatment  and  feafonable 
gratifications,  they  will  be  encouraged  to  bring  into 
the  camp  regular  fupplies  of  provifion  and  refrefli- 
ment ; they  will  mingle  with  the  foldiers,  and  even 
form  friendfliips  among  them  ; ferve  as  guides,  mef- 
fengers,  and  interpreters  ; let  out  their  cattle  for 
hire  as  draft-horfes ; work  in  their  own  perfons  as 
day-labourers ; difeover  proper  fords,  bridges,  roads, 
pafies,  and  defiles  ; and,  if  artfully  managed,  com- 
municate many  ufeful  hints  of  intelligence.  If  great  - 
care  and  circumifpedtion  be  not  exerted  in  maintain- 
ing difcipline,  and  bridling  the  licentious  difpofition 
of  the  foldiers,  fuch  invafions  will  be  productive  of 
nothing  but  mifearriage  and  difgrace : for  this,  at 
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BOOK  is  ^ piratical  way  of  carrying  on  war : an4 
III.  the  troops  engaged  in  it  are,  in  fome  meafure, 
' debauched  by  the  nature  of  the  fervice.  They  arc 
* crowded  together  in  tranfports,  where  the  minute 
particulars  of  military  order  cannot  be  obferved, 
even  though  the  good  of  the  fervice  gready  depends 
upon  a due  obfervance  of  rhefe  forms.  The  foldiers 
grow  negligent,  and  inattentive  to  cleannefs  and  the 
exterior  ornaments  of  drefs  : they  become  flovenly, 
ilochful,  and  altogether  unfit  for  a return  of  duty: 
tfiey  are  tumbled  about  occafionally  in  fhips  and 
boats,  landed  and  re-embarked  in  a tumultuous  man- 
ner, under  a divided  and  diforderly  command: 
they  are  accullomed  to  retire  at  the  firfi:  report  of 
an  approaching  enemy,  and  to  take  fhelter  on  ano- 
ther element ; nay,  their  iraall  pillaging  parties  are 
often  obliged  to  fly  before  unarmed  peafants.  Their 
dutv  on  fuch  occafions  is  the  inoft  unmanly  part  of 
a foidier’s  office  ; namely,  to  ruin,  ravage,  and  de- 
ftroy.  Th^^y  foon  yield  to  the  temptation  of  pil- 
lage, and  are  habi*''iated  to  rapine:  they  give  loofe 
to  intemperance,  liot,  and  intoxication;  commit  a 
thoufand  excefles ; and,  when  the  enemy  appears, 
run  on  board  the  flfips  with  their  booty.  Thus  the 
dignity  of  the  fervice  is  debafed  : they  lofe  all  fenfe 
of  honour,  and  of  fliame : they  are  no  longer  re- 
ilricled  by  military  laws,  nor  over- awed  by  the 
autlioiity  of  officers  : in  a word,  they  degenerate 
into  a fpecies  of  lawlefs  buccaneers.  From  fuch  a 
total  relaxation  of  morals  and  difeipline,  what  can 
endue  but  riot,  confufion,  diffionour,  and  defeat  ? 
All  the  advantage  that  can  be  expedled  from  thefe 
fudden  darts  of  invafion,  will  fcarce  over- balance 
the  evils  we  have  mentioned,  together  with  the  ex- 
traordinary expence  of  equipping  armaments  of  this 
nature.  'Frue  it  is,  thefe  defeents  oblige  the  French 
K ing  to  employ  a confiderable  number  of  his  troops 
lor  ‘die  defence  of  jiis  maritime  places  : they  ferve 
10  ruin  the  trade  of  Iris  fubjedls,  protect  the  naviga- 
tion 
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tion  of  Great-Brltairij  and  fecure  its  coaft  from  in* 
vafion ; but  thefe  purpofes  might  be  as  effedually 
anfwered,  at  a much  fmailer  expence,  by  the  fhip- 
ping  alone.  Should  it  be  judged  expedient,  how- 
ever, to  profecute  this  defultory  kind  of  war,  the 
commanders  employed  in  it  will  do  well  to  confider, 
that  a defcent  ought  never  to  be  hazarded  in  an 
enemy’s  country,  without  having  taken  proper  pre- 
cautions to  fecure  a retreat ; that  the  fevered:  difci- 
pline  ought  to  be  preferved  during  all  the  operations 
of  the  campaign ; that  a General  ought  never  to 
difembark  but  upon  a well-concerted  plan,  nor  com- 
mence his  military  tranfaftions  without  feme  im- 
mediate point  or  objed  in  view  ; that  a re-embark- 
ation ought  never  to  be  attempted,  except  from  a 
clear  open  beach,  where  the  approaches  of  an  enemy 
may  be  feen,  and  the  troops  covered  by  the  fire  of 
their  lliipping.  Thofe  who  prefumed  to  refleft  upon 
the  particulars  of  this  lafl:  expedition,  owned  them- 
felves  at  a lofs  to  account  for  the  condudf  of  the 
General,  in  remaining  on  fhore  after  the  defign  upon 
St.  Maloes  was  laid  alide  j in  penetrating  fo  far  into 
the  country,  without  any  vifible  objeft^  neglecting 
the  repeated  intelligence  which  he  received ; com- 
municating by  beat  of  drum  his  midnight  motions 
to  an  enemy  of  double  his  force  ; loitering  near 
feven  hours  in  a march  of  three  miles  j and,  iaftlv, 
attempting  the  re- embarkation  of  the  troops  at  a place 
where  no  proper  meafures  had  been  taken  for  their 
cover  and  defence.  After  the  action  of  St.  Cas, 
fome  civilities,  by  meikige,  pafied  between  die  Duke 
d’Aiguillon  and  the  Englifii  commanders,  who  were 
favoured  with  a lill:  of  the  prifoners,  including  four 
Tea- captains ; and  aflured  that  the  wounded  Ihould 
receive  all  polTible  comfort  and  alfiftance.  Thefe 
matters  being  adjufied,  Commodore  Howe  returned 
with  the  fleet  to  Spithead,  and  die  foldiers  were 
difembarked. 

^ LL 
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§ LI.  The  fuccefs  of'  the  attempt  upon  Cher- 
bourg  had  elevated  the  people  to  a degree  of  childifh 
triumph;  and  the  government  thought  proper  to 
indulge  this  petulant  fpirit  of  exultation,  by  expofing 
twenty- one  pieces  of  French  cannon  in  Hyde-park, 
from  whence  they  were  drawn  in  proceffion  to  the 
Tower,  amidfl;  the  acclamations  of  the  populace. 
From  this  pinnacle  of  elation  and  pride  they  were 
precipitated  to  the  abyfs  of  defpondence  or  dejec- 
tion, by  the  account  of  the  mifcarriage  at  St.  Cas, 
which  buoyed  up  the  fpirits  of  the  French  in  the 
fame  proportion.  The  people  of  that  nation  began 
to  Hand  in  need  of  fome  fuch  cordial  after  the  Ioffes 
they  had  fuftained,  and  the  mnniftry  of  Verfailles  did 
not  fail  to  make  the  moil  of  this  advantage ; they 
publifhed  a pompous  narrative  of  the  battle  at  St. 
Cas,  and  magnified  into  a mighty  vidlory  the  puny 
check  wdiich  they  had  given  to  the  rear-guard  of  an 
inconfiderable  detachment.  The  people  received  it 
with  implicit  belief,  becaufe  it  was  agreeable  to  their 
paffions,  and  congratulated  themfelves  upon  their 
fuccefs  in  hyperboles,  dictated  by  that  vivacity  fo 
peculiar  to  the  French  nation.  Indeed,  thefe  are 
artifices  which  the  miniflers  of  every  nation  find  it 
neceffary  to  ufe  at  certain  conjundtures,  in  govern- 
ing the  turbulent  and  capricious  multitude.  After 
the  misfortune  at  St.  Cas,  nothing  further  was  at- 
tempted by  that  armament ; nor  was  any  enterprife 
of  importance  achieved  by  the  Britifh  fhips  in  Eu- 
rope during  the  courfe  of  this  fummer.  The 
cruifers, . however,  flill  continued  adtive  and  alert. 
Captain  Hervey,  in  the  fliip  Monmouth,  deftroyed 
a French  fliip  of  forty  guns  in  the  ifland  of  Malta ; 
an  exploit  of  which  the  Maltefe  loudly  complained, 
as  a violation  of  their  neutrality.  About  twenty  fail 
of  fmall  French  veffels  were  driven  afliore  on  the 
rocks  of  Bretagne,  by  fome  cruifers  belonging  to  the 
fleet  commanded  by  Lord  Anfon,  after  a fmart  en- 
gagement  with  two  frigates,  under  whofe  convoy 
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they  failed.  In  the  month  of  November  the  Belli-  chap. 
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queiix,  a French  fhip  of  war,  mounted  with  fixty-  . _/  , 

four  guns,  having,  by  miftake,  run  up  St.  George’s 
channel,  and  anchored  in  Lundy-road,  Captain 
Saiimarez,  of  the  Antelope,  then  lying  in  King- 
road,  immediately  weighed . and  went  in  queft  of 
her,  according  to  the  advice  he  had  received.  When 
he  appeared,  the  French  Captain  heaved  up  his 
anchor,  and  made  a fhow  of  preparing  for  an  en- 
gagement ; but  foon  hauled  down  his  colours,  and 
without  firing  a fliot  furrendered,  with  a comple- 
ment of  four  hundred  and  feventeen  men,  to  a lliip 
of  inferior  force,  both  in  number  of  hands  and 
w'eight  of  metal.  By  this  time  the  Englifli  priva- 
teers fwarmed  to  fuch  a degree  in  the  channel,  that 
fcarce  a French  veflel  durll  quit  the  harbour,  and 
confequentiy  there  was  little  or  no  booty  to  be  ob- 
tained. In  this  dearth  of  legal  prizes,  fome  of  the 
adventurers  were  tempted  to  commit  acts  of  piracy, 
and  a61;ually  rifled  the  fhips  of  neutral  nations.  A 
Dutch  veflel,  having  on  board  the  baggage  and 
domefticks  belonging  to  the  Marquis  de  Pignatelli, 
Ambalfador  from  the  Court  of  Spain  to  the  King 
of  Denmark,  was  boarded  three  times  fuccelTively 
by  the  crews  of  three  different  privateers,  who 
forced  the  hatches,  rummaged  the  hold,  broke 
open  and  rifled  the  trunks  and  boxes  of  the  Ambaf- 
fador,  infulted  and  even  cruelly  bruifed  his  officers, 

Itripped  his  domefticks,  and  carried  off  his  effects, 
together  with  letters  of  credit,  and  a bill  of  exchange. 
Complaints  of  thefe  outrages  being  made  to  the 
Court  of  London,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  pro- 
mifed,  in  the  Gazette,  a 'reward  of  five  hundred 
pounds,  without  deduction,  to  any  perfon  who 
fliould  difeover  the  offenders  concerned  in  thefe 
■a6ts  of  piracy.  Some  of  them  were  detedted  ac- 
cordingly, and  brought  to  condign  punifliment. 

§ LII.  The  Dutch  had  for  fome  time  carried  on 
a very  confiderable  traffick,  not  only  in  taking  the 
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K fair  advantages  of  their  neutrality,  but  alfo  in  flip- 

^plying  the  French  with  naval  ftores,  and  tranfport- 
ing  the  produce  of  the  French  fiigar-colonies  to 
Europe,  as  carriers  hired  by  the  proprietors.  The 
Englifh  government,  incenied  at  this  unfair  com- 
merce, profecuted  v/ith  fuch  flagrant  partiality  for 
their  enemies,  ilfued  orders  for  the  cruifers  to  arrefl: 
all  fhips  of  neutral  Powers  that  lliould  have  French 
property  on  board ; and  thefe  orders  were  executed 
with  rigour  and  fe verity.  A great  number  of  Dutch 
fhips  were  taken,  and  condemned  as  legal  prizes, 
both  in  England  and  Jamaica : fometimes  the  owners 
' met  with  hard  meafure,  and  fome  crews  were  treated 
with  infolence  and  barbarity.  The  fubjefts  of  the 
United  Provinces  raifed  a loud  clamour  againft  the 
Englifh,  for  having  by  thefe  captures  violated  the* 
law  of  nations,  and  the  particular  treaty  of  com- 
merce fubfifting  between  Great-Britairi  and  the  Re- 
piiblick.  Remonftrances  were  made  to  the  Englifh 
Miniftry,  who  expoflulated  in  their  turn  with  the 
Deputies  of  the  States-General ; and  the  two  nations 
were  inflamed  againft  each  other  with  the  rnofl  bit- 
ter animofity.  The  BritilE  Refident  at  the  Hague, 
in  a conference  with  the  States,  reprefented,  that  the 
King  his  mafter  could  not  hope  to  fee  peace  fpcedily 
re-eftabliflied,  if  the  neutral  Princes  fhould  aflume 
a right  of  carrying  on  the  trade  of  his  enemies: 
that  he  expected  from  their  knowm  juflice,  and  the 
alliance  by  which  they  w^ere  fo  nearly  connedted  with 
his  fubjedts,  they  would  honeflly  abandon  this  frau- 
dulent commerce,  and  agree  that  naval  flores  Ihould 
be  comprehended  in  the  clafs  of  contraband  com- 
modities. He  anlwered  fome  articles  of  the  com- 
plaints they  had  made  with  an  appearance  of  can^ 
dour  and  moderation;  declared  his Majefty’s  abhor- 
rence ot  the  violences  which  had  been  committed 
upon  the  fubjedls  of  the  United  Provinces ; explained 
the  Heps  which  had  been  taken  by  the  Engliih  go- 
vernment to  bring  the  offenders  to  juflice,  as  well 
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Us  to  prevent  fuch  outrages  for  the  future ; and  af-  c h a p. 
fured  them,  that  his  Britannick  Majefty  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  to  renew  and  maintain,  in  full 
force,  the  mutual  confidence  and  friendfhip  by  which 
the  maritime  Powers  of  England  and  Holland  had 
been  fo  long  united.  , 

§ LIII.  Thefe  profelTions  of  efieem  and  affe61;ion 
were  not  fufficient  to  quiet  the  minds  and  appeafe  ^ 

the  refentment  of  the  Dutch  merchants ; and  the 
French  party,  which  was  both  numerous  and  power- 
ful, employed  all  their  art  and  influence  to  exalpe- 
rate  their  palTions,  and  widen  the  breach  between  the 
two  nations.  The  Court  of  Verfailles  did  not  fail 
to  feize  this  opportunity  of  infmuation : while,  on 
one  hand,  their  minifters  and  emiflTaries  in  Holland 
exaggerated  the  indignities  and  injuries  wTich  the 
States  had  fuftained  from  the  infolence  and  rapacity 
of  the  Englifh;  they,  on  the  other  hand,  flattered 
and  cajoled  them  with  little  advantages  in  trade,  and 
formal  profelTions  of  refpeel.  Such  was  the  memo- 
rial delivered  by  the  Count  D’Affry,  intimating  that 
the  Emprefs- Queen  being  under  an  abfolute  necellity 
of  employing  all  her  forces  to  defend  her  heredi- 
tary dominions  in  Germany,  fhe  had  been  obliged 
to  withdraw  her  troops  from  Ollend  and  Nieuport ; 
and  applied  to  the  French  King,  as  her  ally  nearelr 
at  hand,  to  garrifon  thefe  tw'o  places,  which,  how- 
ever, fliould  be  rellored  at  the  peace,  or  Iboner, 
fhould  her  Imperial  Majefty  think  proper.  The 
fpirit  of  the  Dutch  merchants  at  this  jun61;ure,  and 
their  fentiments  with  refpect  to  England,  appeared 
with  very  high  colouring  in  a memorial  to  the 
States-General,  fubferibed  by  two  hundred  and  fixty- 
nine  traders,  compofed  and  prefented  with  equal 
fecrefy  and  circumfpedlion.  In  this  famous  remon- 
ftrance  they  complained,  that  the  violences  and  un- 
juft depredations  committed  by  the  Englifti  fnips  of 
war  and  privateers  on  the  velTels  and  effedls  of  them 
and  their  fellow-fubjedts  were  not  only  continued, 
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BOOK  but  daily  multiplied ; and  cruelty  and  excefs  carried 
^ to  fuch  a pitch  of  wanton  barbarity,  that  the  peti- 

5758.  tioners  were  forcecl  to  implore  the  affiftance  of  their 
High  Mightineffes  to  protedl,  in  the  moft  efficacious 
manner,  the  commerce  and  navigation,  which  were 
the  two  finews  of  the  Republick.  For  this  neceflary 
purpofe  they  offered  to  contribute  each  his  contin- 
gent, and  to  arm  at  their  own  charge ; and  other 
/propofitions  were  made  for  an  immediate  augmen- 
tation of  the  marine.  While  this  party  induftrioufly 
exerted  all  their  power  and  credit  to  effedt  a rupture 
with  England,  the  Princefs  Gouvernante  employed 
all  her  interefl  and  addrefs  to  divert  them  from  this 
objedf,  and  alarm  them  with  reipedl:  to  the  power 
and  defigns  of  France  ^ againft  which  ffie  earneftly 
exhorted  them  to  augment  their  military  forces  by 
land,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  all  invafion.  At  the  fame  time,  flie 
' fpared  no  pains  to  adjuft  the  differences  between  her 
hufoand’s  country  and  her  father’s  kingdom  j and, 
Vv'ithout  doubt,  her  healing  councils  were  of  great 
efficacy  in  preventing  matters  from  coming  to  a very 
danorcrous  extremity. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

^ I.  Expedition  againfl  Senegal,  § II.  Fort  Louis  and 
Senegal  taken.  § III.  Unfuccejsful  attempt  upon  Go- 
ree.  § IV.  Expedition  to  Cape  Breton.  § V.  LouiJ^ 
bourg  taken.  § VI.  And  St.  John' s.  § VIL  Un- 

fuccejsful attempt  upon  Ficonderoga.  § VIII.  Fort 
Front  enac  taken  and  defrayed  by  the  Ertglif.  § IX. 

Brigadier  Forbes  takes  Fort  du  ^ejne.  § X.  Go-^ 
ree  taken.  § XI.  Shipwreck  of  Captain  Barton. 
§ XII.  Gallant  exploit  of  Captain  Fyrrel.  § XIII. 
FranJaSlions  in  the  Eafl -Indies.  Adm.  Pococke  en- 
gages the  French  fleet.  § XIV.  Fort  St.  David's 
taken  by  the  French.  Second  engagement  between 
Adm.  Pococke  and  M.  d' ApchL  § XV.  Progrejs  of 

M.  Lally.  § XVI.  Franf actions  on  the  continent 
of  Europe.  § XVII.  King  of  Pruflia  raifes  con- 
tributions in  Saxony^  and  the  dominions  of  the  Duke 
of  Wirtemberg.  § XVIII.  State  of  the  armies  oti 
the  continent.  % XIX.  French  King  changes  the 
adminiflration  of  Hanover.  § XX.  Plan  of  a treaty 
between  the  French  King  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe- 
Cajfel.  § XXI.  Freaty  between  the  French  King 
and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick.  § XXII.  Decree  of 
the  Aulick  Council  againfl  the  Eletlor  of  Hanover  and 
others.  § XXIII.  Bremen  taken  by  the  Duke  de 
Broglioy  and  retaken  by  Prince  Ferdinand.  § XXIV. 
Duke  de  Richelieu  recalled.  Generous  conduli  of  the 
Duke  de  Randan.  § XXV.  Fhe  Freijch  abandon  Ha- 
nover. Prince  of  Brunfwick  reduces  Hoya  and  Min- 
den,  § XXVI.  Prince  Ferdinand  defeats  the  French 
at  Creveldty  and  takes  Duffeldorp.  § XXVII. 
Prince  of  Ffenbcurg  defeated  by  the  Duke  de  Broglio. 
% XXVIII.  General  Imhcff  defeats  M.  de  Chevert. 
% XXIX.  General  Oberg  defeated  by  the  French  at 
Landwernhagen.  § XXX.  Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough.  § XXXI.  Operations  of  the  King 
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tif  Pf’uJJia  at  the  beginning  of  the  catnpalgn* 
§ XXXII.  He  enters  Moravia^  and  invefts  Olmutz^ 
§ XXX.II I.  He  is  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege^  and  re- 
tires into  Bohemia^  where  he  takes  Koningjgratz. 

, § XXXIV.  Brogi^ejs  of  the  Ruffians.  % XXXV. 

King  of  Prujfia  defeats  the  Ruffians  at  Zorndorf 
§ XXXVI.  And  is  defeated  by  the  Auftrians  at 
Hochkirchen.  § XXXVII.  He  retires  to  Silefia, 
§ XXXVIII.  Suburbs  of  Prefden  burnt  by  thePruf 
. fian  governor.  % XXXIX.  King  of  Pruffia  raifes 
the  fiege  of.  Ncfs,  and  relieves  Href  den.  § XL.  In- 
habitants of  Saxony  grievoujly  oppreffed.  § XLI. 
Progrefs  of  the  Swedes  in  Pomerania.  § XLII. 
Prince  Charles-  of  Saxony  elected  Duke  of  Courland. 

* § XLvIII.  King  of  England's  memorial  to  the  Diet 
of  the  Empire.  § XLIV.  Death  of  Pope  Bene- 
diSf.  % XLV.  King  of  Portugal  affaffinated. 
§ XLV  I.  Proceedings  of  the'  French  miniftry. 
§ XL>VII.  Conduit  of  the  King  of  Denmark. 
§ XLV II I.  Anfwers  to  the  charges  brought  by 
the  Dutch  againft  the  Englifh  cruifers.  § XLIX. 
Conferences  between  the  Britifh  Ambaffador  and  the 
States-General.  § L.  Further  proceedings. 

BOOK  §1.  FX  E whole  Rrength  of  Great-Britain, 
A during  this  campaign,  was  not  exhaufted 
1758.  iti  petty  defcents  upon  the  coait  of  France.  The 
continent  of  xAmerica  was  the  ereat  theatre  on  which 

O 

her  chief  vigour  was  difplayed  j nor  did  die  fail  to 
exert  herfelf  in  fuccefsfui  efe>rts  againfl  the  French 
fettlements  on  the  coad  of  iVfrica.  'Fhe  whole  gum 
trade,  from  Cape  Blanco  to  the  river  Gambia,  an 
extent  of  five  hundred  miles,  had  been  engrofled  by 
the  French,  who  built  Fort  Louis  within  the  mouth 
of  the  Senega],  extending  their  fadlories  near  three 
hundred  leagues  up  that  river,  and  on  the  fame  coaft 
had  fortified  the  ifland  of  Goree,  in  which  they 
maintained  a confiderable  garrifon.  The  gum- 
fenega,  of  which  a great  quantity  is  ufed  by  the 
4 manufadturers 
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maniifa^lurers  of  England,  being  wholly  in  the  hands  c H 
of  the  enemy,  the  EngliHi  dealers  were  obliged  to 
buy  it  at  fecond-hand  from  the  Dutch,  who  pur-  , 
chafed  it  of  the  French,  and  exacted  ah  exorbitant 
price  for  that  commodity.  This  confideration  for- 
warded the  plan  for  annexing  the  country  to  the 
poiTeflion  of  Great-Britain.  The  projedt  was  firft 
conceived  by  Mr.  Thomas  Gumming,  a fenfible 
Quaker,  who,  as  a private  merchant,  had  made  a 
voyage  to  Portenderrick,  an  adjoining  part  of  the 
coaft,  and  contracted  a perfonal  acquaintance  with 
Amir,  the  Moorifh  King  of  Legibelli  *.  tie  found 
this  African  Prince  extremely  well  difpofed  towards 
the  fubjeCts  of  Great-Britain,  whom  he  publickly 
preferred  to  all  other  Europeans,  and  fo  exafperated 
againft  the  French,  that  he  declared  he  Hiould  never 
be  eafy  till  they  were  exterminated  from  the  river 
Senegal.  At  that  very  time  he  had  commenced 
hoftilities  againft  them,  and  earneftly  defired  that 
the  King  of  England  would  fend  out  an  armament 
to  reduce  Fort  Louis  and  Goree,  with  fome  fhips  of 
force  to  protect  the  traders.  In  that  cafe,  he  pro- 
mifed  to  join  his  Britannick  Majefty’s  forces,  and 
grant  an  exclufive  trade  to  his  fubjeCts.  Mr.  Gum- 
ming, not  only  perceived  the  advantages  that  would 
refult  from  fuch  an  exclufive  privilege  with  regard 
to  the  gum,  but  forefaw  many  other  important  con- 
fequences  of  an  extenfive  trade  in  a country,  which, 
over  and  above  the  gum-fenega,  contains  many 
valuable  articles,  fuch  as  gold-dult,  elephants  teeth, 
hides,  cotton,  bees-wax,  flaves,  oftrich  feathers,  in- 
digo, ambergris,  and  civet.  Elated  with  the  pro- 
fpeCl  of  an  acquifition  fo  valuable  to  his  country, 
this  honeft  Quaker  was  equally  minute  and  indefa- 
tigable in  his  enquiries  touching  the  commerce  of 
the  coaft,  as  well  as  the  ftrength  and  fituation  of  the 

* The  name  the  natives  give  to  that  part  of  South  Barbary, 
known  to  merchants  and  navigators  by  that  of  the  Gum  Coaft,  and 
called  in  maps,  The  Sandy  Defert  of  Sara,  and  fometimes  ^ara. 
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BOOK  French  fettlements  on  the  river  Senegal;  and,  at 
his  return  to  England,  adually  formed  the  plan  of 
expedition  for  the  conquefl  of  Fort-Lonis.  This 
was  prefented  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  by  whom  it 
was  approved,  after  a fevere  examination  ; but  it  re- 
quired the  patriotic  zeal  and  invincible  perfeverance 
of  Cummaing  to  furmount  a variety  of  obftacles  be- 
fore it  was  adopted  by  the  miniftry  ; and  even  then 
it  was  not  executed  in  its  full  extent.  He  was 
abridged  of  one  large  fliip,  and  in  lieu  of  fix  hun- 
dred land-forces,  to  be  drafted  from  dilferent  regi- 
ments, which  he  in  vain  demanded,  firft  from  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  afterwards  from  Lord  Ligo- 
nier,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  allotted  two  hun- 
dred marines  only  for  this  fervice.  After  repeated 
follicitation  he,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-feven,  obtained  an  order,  that  the 
two  annual  fliips  bound  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  fhould 
be  joined  by  a floop  and  two  buffes,  and  make  an 
attempt  upon  the  French  fettlement  in  the  river 
Senegal.  Thefe  fhips,  however,  were  detained  by 
contrary  winds  until  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced 
to  admit  a probability  of  fuccefs,  and  thei-efore  the 
defign  was  poftponed.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  year,  Mr.  Gumming  being  reinforced  with 
the  intereil  of  a conhderable  merchant  in  the  city, 
to  whom  he  had  communicated  the  plan,  renewed 
his  application  to  the  miniftry,  and  they  refolved  to 
hazard  the  enterprize.  A fmall  fquadron  was 
equipped  for  this  expedition,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Marfh,  having  on  board  a body  of  ma- 
rines, commanded  by  Major  Mafon,  wdth  a detach- 
ment of  artillery,  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  eight  mor- 
tars, and  a confiderable  quantity  of  warlike  ftores 
and  ammunition.  Captain  Walker  was  appointed 
engineer ; and  Mr.'  Gumming  was  concerned  as  a 
principal  diredtor  and  promoter  of  the  expedition*. 

This 

* On  riiisoccafion  Mr.  Camming  may  feem  to  have  a61ed  directly 
contrary  to  the  tenets  of  his  religious  profedion  ; but  he  ever  declared 
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This  little  armament  failed  in  the  beginning  of c 
March ; and  in  their  paffage  touched  at  the  ifland 
Teneriffe,  where,  while  the  fhips  fupplied  themfelvcs 
with  wine  and  water,  Mr.  Ciimming  proceeded  in 
the  Swan  (loop  to  Portenderrick,  being  charged 
with  a letter  of  credence  to  his  old  friend  the  kins: 

o 

of  that  country,  who  had  favoured  him  in  his  laft 
vifit  with  an  exclufive  trade  on  that  coaft,  by  a 
formal  charter,  written  in  the  Arabick  language. 
This  prince  was  now  up  the  country,  engaged  in 
a war  with  his  neighbours,  called  the  Diable  Moors 
and  the  Queen-Dowager,  who  remained  at  Porten- 
derrick, gave  Mr.  Gumming  to  underftand,  that  fhe 
could  not  at  prefent  fpare  any  troops  to  join  the  Eng- 
lilh  in  their  expedition  againft  Senegal:  but  die 
affured  him,  that  fhould  the  French  be  exterminated, 
fhe  and  her  fubjedts  would  go  thither  and  fettle.  In 
the  mean  time,  one  of  the  chiefs,  called  Prince 
Amir,  difpatched  a melTenger  to  the  King,  with  ad- 
vice of  their  arrival  and  defign.  He  declared  that  he 
would,  with  all  poflible  diligence,  alTemble  three 
hundred  warriors  to  join  the  Englida  troops,  and  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  King  would  reinforce  them  with 
a detachment  from  his  army.  By  this  time,  Captain 
Marfh,  with  the  reft  of  the  armament,  had  arrived 
at  Portenderrick,  and  fearing  that  the  enemy  might 
receive  intimation  of  his  defign,  refolved  to  proceed 
on  the  expedition,  without  waiting  for  the  promifed 
auxiliaries.  On  the  twcnty-fecond  day  of  April  he 

U 4 weighed 

to  the  mlniftry  that  he  was  fully  perfuaded  his  fchemes  might  be  ac- 
compIiHied  witliout  the  effufion  of  human  blood;  and  that  if  he 
thought  otherwife,  he  would  by  no  means  have  concerned  himfelf 
about  them.  He  alfo  deiired,  let  the  confequence  be  what  it  might, 
his  brethren  (hould  not  be  chargeable  with  what  was  his  own  fingle 
aft.  If<t  was  the  firlt  military  fcheme  of  any  Quaker,  let  it  be  re- 
membered it  was  alfo  the  liift  ruccefsful  expedition  of  this  war,  and 
one  of  the  firft  that  ever  was  carried  on  according  to  the  pacifick. 
fyftem  of  the  Quakers,  without  the  lofs  of  a drop  of  blood  on  either 
fide. 

* This  is  the  name  by  which  the  fuhjefts  of  Legibelll  diftinguilh 
thofe  of  Brackna,  who  inhabit  the  country  farther  up  the  river  Sene- 
|;al,  and  are  in  conftant  alliance  with  the  French. 
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BOOK  weighed  anchor,  and  next  day,  at  four  o’clock,  dif' 
covered  the  French  flag  flying  upon  Fort-Louis, 
fituated  in  the  jnidfl  of  a pretty  confiderable  town, 
which  exhibited  a very  agreeable  appearance.  The 
Commodore  having  made  prize  of  a Dutch  fhip 
richly  laden  with  gum,  which  lay  at  anchor  without 
the  bar,  came  to  anchor  in  Senegal-road,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river : and  here  he  perceived  feveral 
armed  Hoops  which  the  enemy  had  detached  to  de- 
fend the  paffage  of  the  bai*,  which  is  extremely  dan- 
gerous. All  the  boats  w-ere  employed  in  conveying 
the  ftores  into  the  fmall  craft,  while  three  of  the 
Hoops  continued  exchanging  fire  over  a narrow 
tongue  of  land  with  the  vefifels  of  the  enemy,  con- 
Hfling  of  one  brig  and  fix  armed  Hoops,  m.oiinted 
with  great  guns  and  fwivels.  At  length,  the  chan- 
nel being  difcovered,  and  the  v/ind,  which  gene- 
rally blows  down  the  river,  chopping  about.  Cap- 
tain Millar,  of  the  London  bufs,  feized  that  oppor- 
tunity; and  pafling  the  bar  with  a flowing  fheet, 
dropped  anchor  on  the  infide,  where  he  lay  till  night, 
expofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy.  Next  day 
he  was  joined  by  the  other  fmall  veffels,  and  a re- 
gular engagement  enfued.  This  was  warmly  main- 
tained on  both  fides,  until  the  buffes  and  one  dogger 
running  a- ground,  immediately  bulged,  and  were 
filled  with  water.  Then  the  troops  they  contained 
took  to  their  boats,  and  with  fome  difficulty  reached 
the  fliore,  where  they  formed  in  a body,  and  were 
^ foon  joined  by  their  companions  from  the  other  vef- 
fels ; fo  that  now  the  wdiole  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety  marines,  befides  the  detachment  of 
artillery.  As  they  laid  their  account  with  being  at- 
tacked by  the  natives,  who  lined  the  fhore  at  fome 
diftance,  feemingly  determined  to  oppofe  the  defcent, 
they  forthwith  threw  up  an  entrenchment,  and  be- 
gan to  difembark  the  ftores,  great  part  of  which  lay 
under  water.  While  they  were  employed  in  raifing 
this  occafional  defence,  the  negroes  came  in  great 

numbers 
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numbers  and  fubmitted  ; and  on  the  fucceeding  day  CHAP, 
they  were  reinforced  by  three  hundred  and  fifty 
feamen,  who  pafiTed  the  bar  in  floops,  with  their  en- 
figns  and  colours  flying. 

§ II.  They  had  made  no  further  progrefs  in  their  ope- 
rations, when- two  French  deputies  arrived  at  the  en- 
trenchment, with  propofals  for  a capitulation  from 
the  Governor  of  Fort-Louis.  After  fome  hefitation. 

Captain  Marfli  and  Major  Mafon  agreed.  That  all 
the  v/hite  people  belonging  to  the  French  company 
at  Senegal  (hould  be  fafely  conduced  to  France  in  an 
Englifli  veflTel,  without  being  deprived  of  their  pri- 
vate effe6ls,  provided  all  the.  merchandize  and  un- 
coined treafure  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  viftors ; 
and  that  all  the  forts,  ftore-houfes,  veffels,  arms, 
provifions,  and  every  article  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany in  that  river,  lliould  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  Englifli  immediately  after  the  capitulation  could 
be  figned.  They  prornifed  that  the  free  natives  liv-'  ^ 
ing  at  Fort-Louis  Ibould  remain  in  quiet  poffeflion 
of  their  effefts,  and  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion ; and  that  ail  negroes,  mulattoes,  and  others, 
who  could  prove  themfelves  free,  fliould  have  it  in 
their  option  either  to  remain  in  the  place,  or  remove 
to  any  other  part  of  the  country  *.  The  Captains 
Campbell  and  Walker  were  immediately  fent  up  the 
river  with  a flag  of  truce,  to  fee  the  articles  figned 
and  executed ; but  they  were  fo  retarded  by  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  ftream,  that  they  did  not  approach  the 
fort  till  three  in  the  morning.  As  foon  as  the  day 
broke  they  hoifted  their  flag,  and  rowed  up  towards 
a battery  on  a point  of  the  ifland,  where  they  lay 
upon  their  oars  very  near  a full  hour,  beating  the 
chamade  ; but  no  notice  was  taken  of  their  approach. 

This  referve  appearing  myfterious,  they  retired 

down 

* The  victors,  however,  committed  a very  great  miftake  in  allow- 
ing them  to  carry  off  their  books  and  acconms,  the  pei  ufal  of  which 
would  have  been  of  infinite  fervice  to  the  Englilh  merchants,  by  in- 
, forming  them  of  the  commodities,  their  value,  tile  proper  feafons, 
acd  methods  of  prol'ecuting  the  trade. 
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BOOK  down  the  river  to  their  entrenchment,  where  they 
iinderftood  that  the  negroes  on  the  ifland  were  in 
arms,  and  had  blocked  up  the  French  in  Fort-Louis, 
refolving  to  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity, 
unlefs  they  fhould  be  included  in  the  capitulation. 
This  intelligence  was  communicated  in  a fecond  let- 
ter from  the  Governor,  who  likewife  informed  the 
Englifh  commander,  that  unlefs  the  French  diredor- 
general  fhould  be  permitted  to  remain  with  the  na- 
tives, as  a furety  for  that  article  of  the  capitulation 
in  which  they  were  concerned,  they  would  allow 
themfelves  to  be  cut  in  pieces  rather  than  fubmit. 
This  requeO:  being  granted,  the  Englifh  forces  be- 
gan their  march  to  Fort-Louis,  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  long  boats,  in  which  the  artillery  and 
ftores  had  been  embarked.  The  French  feeins;  them 
advance  immediately  ftruck  their  flag;  and  Major 
Mafon  took  pofieffion  of  the  caftle,  where  he  found 
ninety-two  pieces  of  cannon,  with  treafure  and  mer- 
chandife  to  a confiderable  value.  The  corporation 
and  burghers  of  the  town  of  Senegal  fubmitted,  and 
fwore  allegiance  to  his  Britannick  Majefty : the 
neighbouring  princes,  attended  by  numerous  reti- 
nues, vifited  the  commander,  and  concluded  treaties 
with  the  Englifh  nation,  and  the  King  of  Porten- 
derrick,  or  Legibelli,  fent  an  Ambaflador  from  his 
camp  to  Major  Mafon,  with  prefents,  compliments 
of  congratulation,  and  affurances  of  Eiendfhip.  The 
number  of  free  independent  Negroes  and  Mulattoes, 
fettled  at  Senegal,  amounted  to  three  thoufand,  and 
many  of  thefe  enjoyed  flaves  and  poiTeffions  of  their 
own.  The  two  French  fadlories  of  Podore  and  Ga- 
1am,  the  latter  fituated  nine  hundred  miles  farther 
up  the  river,  were  included  in  the  capitulation ; fo 
that  Great -Britain,  almoft  without  ftriking  a blow, 
found  herfelf  poileffed  of  a conquefl,  from  which, 
with  proper  management,  fhe  may  derive  incon- 
ceivable riches.  This  important  acquifition  was  in 
i great  meafure,  if  not  entirely,  owing  to  the  fap- 

city, 
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citv,  zeal,  and  indefatigable  efforts  of  Mr.  Gumming,  CHAP, 
who  not  only  formed  the  plan,  and  follicited  the  ar-  , ^ 

inament,  but  alfo  attended  the  execution  of  it  in  per-  1751. 
fon,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  and  to  the  interrup- 
tion of  his  private  concerns. 

§ III.  Fort-Louis  being  fecured  with  an  Englifh 
garrifon,  and  fome  armed  veffels  left  to  guard  the 
paffage  of  the  bar,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the 
great  fhips  proceeded  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the 
ifland  of  Goree,  which  lies  at  the  di (lance  of  thirty 
leagues  from  Senegal.  There  the  French  company 
had  confiderable  magazines  and  warehoufes,  and 
lodged  the  negro  flaves  until  they  could  be  fhipped 
for  the  Weft-Indies.  If  the  additional  force  which 
Mr.  Gumming  propofed  for  the  conqueft  of  this 
ifland  had  been  added  to  the  armament,  in  all  pro- 
bability the  ifland  would  have  been  reduced,  and  in 
that  cafe,  the  nation  would  have  faved  the  confider- 
able  expence  of  a fubfequent  expedition  againft  it, 
under  the  condu6l  of  Commodore  Keppel.  At  pre- 
fent,  the  fhips  by  which  Goree  was  attacked  were 
found  unequal  to  the  attempt,  and  the  expedition 
mifcarried  accordingly,  though  the  mifcarriage  was 
attended  with  little  or  no  damage  to  the  affailants. 

§ IV.  Scenes  of  ftill  greater  importance  were  a6led 
in  North- America,  where,  exclufive  of  the  fleet  and 
marines,  the  government  had  affembled  about  fifty 
thoufaiid  men,  including  two-and-twenty  thoufand 
regular  troops.  The  Earl  of  Loudoun  having  re- 
turned to  England,  the  chief  command  in  America 
devolved  on  Major-General  Abercrombie ; but  as 
the  obje6ls  of  operation  were  various,  the  forces  were 
divided  into  three  detached  bodies,  under  as  manv 
different  commanders.  About  twelve  thoufand  were 
deftined  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Louilbourg,  on 
the  ifland  of  Cape-Breton.  The  general  himfelf  re- 
ferved  near  fixteen  thoufand  for  the  redu6lion  of 
Crown-Point,  a fort  fituated  on  lake  Champlain  : 
eight  thoufand,  under  the  conduct  of  Brigadier- 

General 
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BOOK  General  Forbes,  were  allotted  for  the  conqueft  of 
III.  Pqj-j.  Quefne,  which  flood  a great  way  to  the 
fouthward,  near  the  River  Ohio  ; and  a confiderable 
garrifon  was  left  at  Annapolis,  in  Nova-Scotia.  The 
redudlion  of  Louifboiirg  and  the  ifland  of  Cape- 
Breton  being  an  obje6l  of  immediate  confideration, 
was  undertaken  with  all  poffible  difpatch.  Major- 
General  Amherft  being  joined  by  Admiral  Bofcawen, 
with  the  fleet  and  forces  from  England,  the  whole 
armament,  confifling  of  one  hundred  and  fiftyTeven 
fail,  took  their  departure  from  the  harbour  of  Hali- 
fax, in  Nova-Scotia,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  May; 
and  on  the  fecond  of  June  part  of  the  tranfports  an- 
chored in  the  bay  of  Gabarus,  about  feven  miles  to 
the  weflward  of  Louifbourg.  The  garrifon  of  this 
place,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  Drucour,  con- 
fifled  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  regular  troops, 
three  hundred  mdlitia,  formed  of  the  burghers,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  fiege  they  were  reinforced  by 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Canadians,  including  three- 
fcore  Indians.  The  harbour  was  fecured  by  fix 
fliips  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates  three  of  which 
the  enemy  funk  acrofs  the  harbour’s  mouth,  in  or- 
der to  render  it  inaccelTible  to  the  Englifli  fhipping. 
The  fortifications  were  in  bad  repair,  many  parts  of 
them  crumbling  down  the  covered  way,  and  feveral 
baftions  expofed  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  be  enfiladed 
by  the  befiegers,  and  no  part  of  the  town  fecure 
from  the  eiTedls  of  cannonading  and  bombardment. 
The  Governor  had  taken  all  the  precautions  in  his 
power  to  prevent  a landing,  by  ellablifliing  a chain 
of  pofis,  that  extended  two  leagues  and  a half  along 
the  mofl:  inaccefiible  parts  of  the  beach:  entrench- 
ments were  thrown  up,  and  batteries  eredled ; but 
there  were  fome  intermediate  places  which  could  not 

be 


* The  Prudent,  of  feventy-four  guns  ; the  Entreprenant,  of 
fevenly-four  guns;  the  Capricieux,  Celebre,  and  Bienfaifant,  of 
fixty-four  guns  each  ; the  Apollo,  of  fifty  guns  5 the  Chevre,  Bichfj 
Fidelle,  Diana,  and  Echo  frigates. 
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be  properly  fecnred,  and  in  one  of  thefe  the  Englifli  C HA  i*. 
troops  were .difennbarked.  The  difpofition  beings 
made  for  landing,  a detachment,  in  feveral  Hoops,  ,758. 
under  convoy,  paffed  by  the  mouth  of  the  harbour 
towards  Lorembec,  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy’s  at- 
tention that  way,  while  the  landing  Hiouid  really  be 
effedted  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town.  On  the  eighth 
day  of  June,  the  troops  being  affembled  in  the  boats 
before  day -break,  in  three  divifions,  feveral  Hoops 
and  frigates,  that  were  Rationed  along  fliore  in  the 
bay  of  Gabarus,  began  to  fcour  the  beach  with  their 
Hiot;  and  after  the  fire  had  continued  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  the  boats,  containing  the  divi- 
Hon  on  the  left,  were  rowed  towards  the  fhore,  un- 
der the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wolfe,  an 
accompliHied  officer,  who,  in  the  fequel,  difplayed 
very  extraordinary  proofs  of  military  genius.  At  the 
fame  time  the  two  other  divifions,  on  the  right  and 
in  the  centre,  commanded  by  the  Brigadiers  Whit-  * 
more  and  Laurence,  made  a Hiow  of  landing,  in 
order  to  divide  and  diftradl  the  enemy.  Notwith- 
ftanding  an  impetuous  furf,  by  which  many  boats 
were  overfet,  and  a very  fevere  fire  of  cannon  and 
mufquetry ' from  the  enemies  batteries,  which  did 
confiderable  execution.  Brigadier  Wolfe  purfued  his 
point  with  admirable  courage  and  deliberation.  The 
foldiers  leaped  into  the  wafer  with  the  moft  eager 
alacrity,  and,  gaining  the  fhore,  attacked  the  enemy 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  in  a few  minutes  they  aban- 
doned their  works  and  artillery,  and  fled  in  the  utmoft 
confufion.  The  other  divifions  landed  alfo,  but  not 
without  an  obftinate  oppofition ; and  the  (lores, 
with  the  artillery,  being  brought  on  Hiore,  the  town 
of  Louifbourg  was  formally  inverted.  The  difficulty 
of  landing  (lores  and  implements  in  boirteroiis  wea- 
ther, and  the  nature  of  the  .ground,  which,  being 
marffiy,  was  unfit  for  the  conveyance  of  heavy  can- 
non, retarded  the  operations  of  the  fiege.  Mr.  Am-  « 
herrt  made  his  approaches  with  great  circumfpe6tion, 
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BOOK  fecuring  his  camp  with  redoubts  and  epaulementa 
III-  from  any  attacks  of  Canadians,  of  which  he  imagined 
'"■’“‘"'G  * there  was  a confiderable  body  behind  him  on  the 
^ * ifland,  as  well  as  from  the  fire  of  the  French  fliipping 
in  the  harbour,  which  would  otherwife  have  annoyed 
him  extremely  in  his  advances. 

§ V.  The  Governor  of  Louifbourg  having  de^ 
ftroyed  the  grand  battery,  which  v/as  detached  from 
the  body  of  the  place,  and  recalled  his  out-pofts, 
prepared  for  making  a vigorous  defence.  A very  fe- 
vere  fire,  well  directed,  was  maintained  againft  the 
befiegers  and  their  works,  from  the  town,  the  ifland 
battery,  and  the  flips  in  the  harbour  j and  divers 
fallies  were  made,  though  without  much  effedt.  In 
the  miean  time  Brigadier  Wolfe,  with  a ftrong  de- 
tachment, had  marched  round  the  north  eafl  part 
of  the  harbour,  and  taken  pofTeffion  of  the  Light- 
houfe-point,  where  he  eredled  feveral  batteries  againft 
the  flips  and  the  ifand  fortification,  which  laft  was 
foon  filenced.  On  the  nineteenth  day  of  June  the 
Fxho,  a French  frigate,  was  taken  by  the  Englifli 
cruifers,  after  having  efcaped  from  the  harbour: 
from  the  officers  on  board  of  this  ffiip  the  Admiral 
learned  that  the  Bizarre,  another  frigate,  had  failed 
from  thence  on  the  day  of  the  difembarkation,  and 
the  Comete  had  fuccefsfully  followed  her  example. 
Befides  the  regular  approaches  to  the  town,  con- 
dudled  by  the  engineers  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand and  inf^xdlion  of  General  Amherft,  divers 
batteries  were  raifed  by  the  detached  corps  under 
Brigadier  Wolfe,  who  exerted  himfelf  with  amazing 
addiivity,  and  grievoufy  incommoded  the  enemy) 
both  of  the  town  and  the  flipping.  On  the  twenty- 
fiift  day  of  July  the  three  great  flips,  the  Entrepre- 
nant,  Capricieux,  and  Celebre,  were  fet  on  fire  by 
a bomb-fliell,  and  burned  to  afhes,  fo  that  none  re- 
mained but  the  Prudent  and  Bienfaifant,  which  the 
Admiral  undertook  to  deftroy.  For  this  purpofe, 
in  the  night  between  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
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fixth  days  of  the  month,  the  boats  of  the  fquadron  chap. 
were  in  two  divifions  detached  into  the  harbour,  un- 
der  the  command  of  two  young  captains,  Laforey 
and  Balfour.  They  accordingly  penetrated,  in  the 
dark,  through  a terrible  fire  of  cannon  and  muf- 
quetry,  and  boarded  the  enemy  fword  in  hand. 

The  Prudent,  being  a-ground,  was  fet  on  fire,  and 
deftroved,  but  the  Bienfaifant  was  towed  out  of  the 
harbour  in  triumph.  In  the  prolecution  of  the 
fiege,  the  admiral  and  general  co-operated  with  re- 
markable harmony;  the  former  chearfully  aflifting 
the  latter  with  cannon  and  other  implements ; w'ith 
detachments  of  marines  to  maintain  polls  on  fhore, 
with  parties  of  feamen  to  a6l  as  pioneers,  and  concur 
in  working  the  guns  and  mortars.  The  fire  of  the 
town  was  managed  with  equal  fkill  and  a6livity,  and 
kept  up  with  great  perfeverance ; until,  at  length, 
their  fliipping  being  all  taken  and  deftroyed,  the 
caferns  * ruined  in  the  two  principal  baftions,  forty 
out  of  fifty-two  pieces  of  cannon  difmounted,  broke, 
or  rendered  unferviceable,  and  divers  pra6licable 
breaches  effe6led,  the  Governor,  in  a letter  to  Mr. 
Amherft,  propofed  a capitulation  on  the  fame  articles 
that  were  granted  to  the  Englifli  at  Port-Mahon.  In 
anfwer  to  this  propofal  he  was  given  to  underftand, 
that  he  and  his  garrifon  muft  furrender  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war,  otherwife  he  might  next  morning 
expe(ft  a general  aflault  by  the  fliipping  under  Ad- 
miral Bofcawen.  The  Chevalier  Drucour,  piqued 
at  the  feverity  of  thefe  terms,  replied,  that  he  would, 
rather  than  comply  with  them,  {land  an  aflault;  but 
the  commilTary-general,  and  intendant  of  the  colony, 
prefented  a petition  from  the  traders  and  inhabitants 

of 


* It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  a cavalier,  which  Admiral 
Knowles  had  built  at  an  enormous  expence  to  the  nation,  while 
Louifljourg  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  in  the  laft  war,  was 
in  the  couife  of  this  liege,  entirely  deinolilhed  by  two  or  three  Ihots 
from  one  of  the  Britifh  batteries  } fo  admirably  had  this  piece  of 
fortification  been  contrived  and  executed,  under  the  eye  of  that  pro- 
found engineer. 
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of  the  place,  in  confequence  of  which  he  fubmitteJi 
On  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  July' three  companies 
of  grenadiers,  commanded  by  Major  Farquhar, 
took  poffelTion  of  the  weftern  gate  ; and  Brigadier 
Whitmore  was  detached  into  the  town,  to  fee  the 
garrifon  lay  down  their  arms,  and  deliver  up  their 
colours  on  the  efplanade,  and  to  poft  the  necelTary 
guards  on  the  ftores,  magazines,  and  ramparts. 
Thus,  at  the  expence  of  about  four  hundred  men 
killed  and  wounded,  the  Englifli  obtained  polTeffion 
of  the  important  ifland  of  Cape-Breton,  and  the 
ftrong  town  of  Louifbourg,  in  which  the  vigors 
found,  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  pieces  of  cannon, 
with  eighteen  mortars,  and  a confiderable  quantity 
of  ftores  and  ammunition.  The  merchants  and  in- 
habitants were  fent  to  France  in  Englifh  bottoms, 
but  the  garrifon,  together  with  the  fea-officers, 
marines,  and  mariners,  amounting  in  all  to  five 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-feven  prifoners,  were 
tranfported  to  England.  The  lofs  of  Louifbourg 
was  the  more  fevefely  felt  by  the  French  King,  as  it 
had  been  attended  with  the  deftruction  of  fo  many 
confiderable  fhips  and  frigates.  The  particulars  of 
this  tranfadlion  were  immediately  brought  to  Eng- 
land, in  a veffel  difpatched  for  that  purpofe,  with 
Captain  Amherft,  brother  to  the  commander,  who 
was  alfo  entrufled  with  eleven  pair  of  colours  taken 
at  I.ouifbourg : thefe  were,  by^  his  Majefty’s  order, 
carried  in  pompous  parade,  efcorted  by  detachments 
of  horfe  and  foot  guards,  with  kettle  drums  and 
trumpets,  from  the  palace  of  Kenfington  to  St. 
Paul’s  cathedral,  where  they  were  depofited  as  tro- 
phies, under  a difeharge  of  cannon,  and  other  noify 
expreffions  of  triumph  and  exultation.  Indeed,  the 
publick  rejoicings  for  the  conqueft  of  Louifbourg 
- were  diffufed  through  every  part  of  the  Britifh  domi- 
nions, and  addreffes  of  congratulation  were  prefented 
to  the  King  by  a great  number  of  flourifhing  towns 
and  corporations. 
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§ VI.  After  the  reduction  of  Cape-Breton,  fome  chap. 
lliips  were  detached,  with  a body  of  troops  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  ]..ord  Rollo,  ,7,3, 
to  take  pofTefTion  of  the  iOand  of  St.  John,  which 
alfo  lies  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  and,  by  its 
fertility  in  corn  and  cattle,  had  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  war  fupplied  Qpebeck  with  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  provifion.  It  was  likewlfe  the  afylum  to 
which  the  French  neutrals  of  Annapolis  fled  for  fliel- 
ter  from  the  Englifli  government  j and  the  retreat 
from  whence  they  and  the  Indians  ufed  to  make 
their  fudden  irruptions  into  Nova-Scotia,  where 
they  perpetrated  the  rnoft  inhuman  barbarities  on 
the  defencelefs  fubjehls  of  Great-Britain.  I'he  nuim- 
ber  of  inhabitants  amounted  to  four  thoufand  one 
hundred,  who  fubmitted,  and  brought  in  their  arms ; 
then  Lord  Rollo  took  poficflion  of  the  Governor’s 
quarters,  where  he  found  feveral  fcalps  of  Englifla- 
men,  whom  the  Lvages  had  alfafimated,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  encouragement  they  received  from 
their  French  patrons  and  allies,  who  gratified  them 
with  a certain  premium  for  every  fcalp  they  pro- 
duced. The  ifland  was  Rocked  whth  above  ten 
thoufand  head  of  black  cattle,  and  fome  of  the  far- 
mers raifed  each  twelve  hundred  bulhels  of  corn 
annually  for  the  market  of  Qiiebeck. 

§ V'll.  The  joy  and  fatisfadtion  arifing  from  the 
conqueR  of  Louifbourg  and  St.  John,  was  not  a 
little  checked  by  the  difaRer  which  befel  the  main 
body  of  the  Britifh  forces  in  America,  under  the 
immediate  condu6t  of  General  Abercrombie,  who, 
as  v/c  have  already  obferved,  had  propofed  the  re- 
duction of  the  French  forts  on  the  Lakes  Georg-e  and 
Champlain,  as  the  chief  objecls  of  his  enterprize, 
with  a view  to  fecure  the  frontier  of  the  BritiRi 
colonies,  and  open  a paflTage  for  the  future  conqueR 
of  Canada.  In  the  beginning  of  July  his  forces, 
amounting  to  near  feven  thoufand  regular  troops, 
and  ten  thoufand  provincials,  embarked  on  tlie  Lake 
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book  George,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  L>ake  Champlains 
on  board  of  nine  hundred  batteaus,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  whale-boats,  whh  provifion,  artillery, 
and  ammunition  ; feveral  pieces  of  cannon  bein 
mounted  on  rafts  to  cover  the  purpofed  landing, 
which  was  next  day  effedled  without  oppofition. 
The  GeneraFs  defign  was  to  inveft  Ticonderoga,  a 
fort  fituated  on  a tongue  of  land,  extending  between 
Lake  George  and  a narrow  gut  that  communicates 
with  I ake  Champlain.  This  fortification  was,  on 
three  fides,  furrounded  with  water,  and  in  front  na- 
ture had  fecured  it  with  a morafs.  The  Englifli 
troops  being  difembarked,  were  immediately  formed 
into  three  columns,  and  began  their  march  to  the 
enemy’s  advanced  poll,  confiding  of  one  battalion, 
encamped  behind  a bread- work  of  logs,  which  they 
now  abandoned  with  precipitation,  after  having  fet 
them  on  fire,  and  burned  their  tents  and  implements. 
The  Britifli  forces  continued  their  march  in  the  fame 
order;  but  the  route  lying  through  a thick  wood 
tnat  did  not  admit  of  any  regular  progrefiion  or 
jiaffage,  and  the  guides  proving  extremely  ignorant, 

• the  troops  were  bewildered,  and  the  columns  broken 
by  falling  in  one  upon  another.  Lord  Howe  being 
advanced  at  the  head  of  the  right  centre  column, 
encountered  a French  detachment  who  had  iikewife 
loft  their  way  in  the  retreat  from  the  advanced  poll, 
and  a warm  ficirmirn  enfuing,  the  enemy  were  routed 
with  confiderablc  lofs,  a good  number  were  killed, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  were  taken  pri- 
foners,  including  five  officers.  This  petty  advan- 
tage w'as  dearly  bought  with  the  lofs  of  Lord  Howe, 
who  fell  in  die  beginning  of  the  adlion,  unfpeakably 
regretted  as  a young  nobleman  of  the  mod  promifing 
talents,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  a peculiar 
manner  by  his  courage,  adlivity,  and  rigid  obferva- 
rion  of  military  difcipline,  and  had  acquired  the 
effeem  and  affedfion  of  the  foldiery  by  his  genero- 
fitv,  fwectnefs  of  n.anners,  and  engao;in,g;  addrefs. 
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The  General  perceiving  the  troops  were  greatly 
fatigued  and  dilbrdered  from  want  of  reft  and  re- 
frelhment,  thought  it  advifeable  to  march  back  to 
the  landing-place,  which  they  reached  about  eight 
in  the  morning.  Then  he  detached  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bradftreet,  with  one  regular  regiment,  fix 
companies  of  the  Royal  Americans,  with  the  bat- 
teau-men,  and  a body  of  rangers,  to  take  pofteflion 
of  a fav/-mill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ticonderoga, 
which  the  enemy  had  abandoned.  This  poft  being 
fecured,  the  General  advanced  again  towards  Ti- 
conderoga, where  he  underftood  from  the  prifoners 
the  enemy  had  aftembled  eight  .battalions,  with  a 
body  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  amounting  in  all 
to  fix  thoufand.  Thefe,  they  faid,  being  encamped 
before  the  fort,  were  employed  in  making  a formi- 
dable entrenchment,  where  they  intended  to  wait 
for  a reinforcement  of  three  thoufand  men,  who  had 
been  detached  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Levi, 
to  make  a diverfion  on  the  fide  of  the  Mohawk 
river'*';  but  upon  intelligence  of  Mr.  Abercrom- 
bie’s approach,  were  now  recalled  for  the  defence  of 
Ticonderoga.  This  information  determined  the 
Kngliih  General  to  ftrike,  if  pofllble,  fome  decifive 
ftroke  before  the  jundlion  could  be  effefted.  He, 
therefore,  early  next  morning  fent  his  engineer 
acrofs  the  river  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  fort,  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy’s  entrenchments,  and  he  re- 
poj  tcd,  that  tire  works  being  ftill  unfiniflaed,  might 
be  attempted  with  a good  profpecl  of  fuccefs.  A 
difpofirion  was  made  accordingly  for  the  attack, 
and  after  proper  guards  had  been  left  at  the  fiiw- 
juili  and  the  landing-place,  the  whole  army  was  put 
in  motion.  'Ehey  advanced  with  great  alacrity  to- 

X 2 wards 

* This  officer  intended  to  have  made  an  irruption  through  the  pafs 
of  Oneida  on  the  Mohawk  river,  but  was  recalled  before  he  could 
execute  his  clelign.  General  Abercrombie  afterwards  lent  thither 
Brigadier  Stanwix,  with  a conliderable  body  of  Provincials  ; and 
this  important  pafs  was  fecured  by  a fort  built  at  that  juncture. 


3o8 

BOOK 

III. 

1758. 


HISTORY  OF-ENGLAND. 

wards  the  entrenchment,  which,  however,  they 
found  altogether  impradlicable.  The  bread- work 
was  raifed  eight  feet  high,  and  the  ground  before  it 
covered  with  an  abbattis,  or  felled  trees,  with  their 
boughs  pointing  outwards,  and  projedling  in  fjch 
a manner  as  to  render  the  entrenchment  almoft  in- 
acceffible.  Notwithflanding  thefe  difeouraging  dif- 
ficulties, the  Britifh  troops  marched  up  to  the  aiTaiilt 
with  an  undaunted  refolution,  and  fuftained  a terri- 
ble fire  without  flinching.  They  endeavoured  to 
cut  their  way  through  thefe  embarralTments  with 
their  fwords,  and  foine  of  them  even  mounted  the 
parapet ; but  the  enemy  were  fo  well  covered,  that 
they  could  deliberately  diretfl  their  fire  without  the 
lead  danger  to  themfelves  : the  carnage  was  there- 
fore confiderable,  and  the  troops  began  to  fall  into 
confufion,  after  feveral  repeated  attacks,  which 
laded  above  four  hours,  under  the  mod  difadvan- 
tageous  circuiTidances.  The  General,  by  this  time, 
faw  plainly  that  no  hope  of  fuccefs  remained ; and, 
in  order  to  prevent  a total  defeat,  took  meafures  for 
the  retreat  of  the  .army,  which  retired  unmolefied 
to  their  former  camp,  with  the  iofs  of  about  eigh- 
teen hundred  men  killed  or  wounded,  including  a 
great  number  of  officers.  Every  corps  of  regular 
troops  behaved,  on  this  unfortunate  occafion,  with 
remarkable  intrepidity  ; but  the  greated  lofs  was 
fudained  by  Lord  John  Murray’s  Highland  regi- 
ment, of  which  above  one  half  of  the  private  men, 
and  tv/enty-five  officers,  were  either  flain  upon  the 
fpot,  or  defperately  wounded.  Mr.  A^bercrombie, 
unwilling  to  day  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy 
with  forces  which  had  received  fuch  a difpiriting 
check,  retired  to  his  batteaus,  and  re-embarking  the 
troops,  returned  to  the  camp  at  Lake  George, 
from  whence  he  had  taken  his  departure.  Cenfure, 
which  always  attends  mifearriage,  did  not  fpare  the 
charader  of  this  commander ; his  attack  was  con- 
demned as  raffi,  and  his  retreat  as  pufiilanimous.  In 
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fiich  cafes  allov/ances  muf!:  be  made  for  the  peev'iOi- 
nefs  of  difappointment,  and  the  clamour  of  connec- 
tion. How  far  Mr.  Abercrombie  acquitted  him- 
felf  in  the  duty  of  a General,  we  fliall  not  pretend 
to  determine;  but  if  he  could  depend  upon  the 
courage  and  difcipline  of  his  forces,  he  furely  had 
nothing  to  fear,  after  the  adlion,  from  the  attempts 
of  the  enemy,  to  whom  he  would  have  been  fupe- 
rior  in  number,  even  though  they  had  been  joined 
by  the  expected  reinforcement : he  might,  there- 
fore, have  remained  on  the  fpot,  in  order  to  exe- 
cute fome  other  enterprize  when  he  fhould  be  lein- 
forced  in  his  turn ; for  General  Amherft  no  fooner 
heard  of  his  difafter  than  he  returned  with  the  troops 
from  Cape-Breton  to  New-England,  after  having 
left  a ftrong  garrifon  in  Louifl^ourg. ' At  the  head 
of  fix  regiments  he  began  his  march  to  Albany, 
about  the  middle  of  September,  in  order  to  join 
the  forces  on  the  lake,  that  they  might  undertake 
fome  other  fervice  before  the  feafon  fliould  be  ex- 
haufted. 

§ VIII.  In  the  mean  time.  General  Abercrombie 
had  detached  I deiitenant-Colonel  Bradftreet,  with  a 
body  of  three  thoufand  men,  chiefly  Provincials,  to 
execute  i plan  which  this  officer  had  formed  againft 
Cadaraqui,  or  Fort  Frontenac,  fituated  on  the  north- 
fide  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  juft  where  it  takes 
its  oriQ-in  from  the  Lake  Ontario.  To  the  fide  of 

O 

this  lake  he  penetrated  with  his  detachment,  and 
embarking  in  fome  floops  and  batteaux,  provided 
for  the  purpofe,  landed  within  a mile  of  Fort  Fron- 
tenac, the  garrifon  of  which  confifting  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  men,  with  a few  Indians,  immediately 
furrendered  at  diferetion.  Confldering  the  impor- 
tance of  this  poft,  which,  in  a great  meafnre,  com- 
manded the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and 
ferved  as  a magazine  to  the  more  fouthern  caftles, 
the  French  General  was  inexcufable  for  leavino;  it  in 
fuch  a defencelefs  condition.  The  fortifleadon  itfelf 
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BOOK  was  inconfiderable  and  ill  contrived  ; neverthelefs, 
it  contained  fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  fixteen  fmall 
‘ mortars,  with  an  iminenfe  quantity  of  merchandife 
and  provifions,  depofited  for  the  ufe  of  the  French 
forces  detached  againfl:  Brigadier  Forbes,  their  wef- 
tern  garrifons,  and  Indian  allies,  as  well  as  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  corps  commanded  by  M.  de  Levi, 
on  his  enterprife  againft  the  Mohawk  river.  Mr, 
Bradftreet  not  only  reduced  the  fort  without  blood- 
Ilied,  but  alfo  made  himfelf  mailer  of  all  the  enemy’s 
fhipping  on  the  lake,  amounting  to_  nine  armed 
velTels,  fomc  of  which  carried  eighteen  guns.  Two 
of  thefe  Mr.  Bradftreet  conveyed  to  Ofwego,  whi- 
ther he  returned  with  his  troops,  after  he  had  de- 
ftroyed  Fort  Frontenac,  with  all  the  artillery,  ftores, 
provifion^  and  merchandife  which  it  contained.  In 
confequence  of  this  exploit,  the  French  troops  to 
the  foil th ward  v.?ere  expofed  to  the  hazard  of  ftar- 
ving ; but  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the  General’s 
reafon  for  giving  orders  to  abandon  and  deftroy  a 
fort,  which,  if  properly  ftrengthened  and  fuftained, 
might  have  rendered  the  EngUfti  mafters  of  the 
Lake  Ontario,  and  grievouHy  harraffed  the  enemy, 
both  in  their  commerce,  and  expeditions  to  the 
weftward.  Indeed,  great  part  of  die  Indian  trade 
centered  at  Frontenac,  to  which  place  the  Indians 
annually  repaired  from  all  parts  of  America,  fome 
of  them  at  the  diftance  of  a thoufand  rniles,  and 
here  exchanged  their  furs  for  European  commodi- 
ties. So  much  did  the  French  traders  excel  the 
E.nglifa  in  the  art  of  conciliating  the  affection  of 
thofe  favage  tribes,  that  great  part  of  them,  in  their 
yearly  progrefs  to  this  remote  marker,  aftually 
pafted  by  the  Britidi  fettlement  of  Albany,  in  New’- 
York,  where  they  might  have  been  fupplied  with 
what  articles  they  Vv'anted,  m,uch  more  cheap  than 
they  could  purchafe  them  at  Frontenac  or  Montreal  i 
nay,  die  French  traders  ufed  to  furnifh  themfelves 
with  thefe  very  commodities  from  the  merchants  of 
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New- York,  and  found  this  traffick  much  more  pro- 
fitable than  that  of  procuring  the  fame  articles  ti  om 
France,  loaded  with  the  expence  of  a tedious  and 
danCTerous  navigation,  from  the  fea  to  the  fource 
of  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

§ IX.  In  all  probability,  the  deflruflion  of  Fron- 
tenac  facilitated  the  expedition  againfl;  Fort  du 
Quefne,  entrufted  to  the  conduct  of  Brigadier 
Forbes,  who,  with  his  little  army,  began  his  march 
in  the  beginning  of  July  from  Philadelphia  for  the 
river  Ohio,  a prodigious  tra6l  of  country  very  little 
known,  deftitute  of  military  roads,  incumbered  with 
mountains,  moralTes,  and  woods,  that  were  almolt 
impenetrable.  It  was  not  without  incredible  exer- 
tion of  induftry,  that  he  procured  provifions  and 
carriages  for  this  expedition,  formed  new  roads, 
extended  fcouting  parties,  fecured  camps,  and  fur- 
mounted  many  other  difficulties  in  the  courfe  of  his 
tedious  march,  during  which  he  was  alfo  harraffed 
by  fmall  detachments  of  the  enemy’s  Indians. 
Flaving  penetrated  with  the  main  body  as  far  as 
Ray’s-Town,  at  the  diftance  of  ninety  miles  from 
Fort  du  Quefne,  and  advanced  Colonel  Bouquet, 
with  two  thoufand  men,  about  fifty  miles  farther,  to 
a place  called  Lyal-Henning,  this  officer  detached 
Major  Grant,  at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  men,  to 
reconnoitre  the  fort  and  its  out- works.  The  enemy 
perceiving  him  approach,  fent  a body  of  troops 
againfl  him,  fufficient  to  furround  his  whole  de- 
tachment : a very  fevere  a6lion  began,  which  the 
Engliffi  maintained  with  their  ufual  courage  for 
three  hours,  againfl  cruel  odds,  but  at  length,  being 
overpowered  by  numbers,  they  were  obliged  to  give 
way,  and  retired  in  dilbrder  to  Lyal-Henning, 
with  the  lofs  of  about  three  hundred  men  Jcilled  or 
taken,  including  Major  Grant,  who  was  carried 
prifoner  to  F"ort  du  C^iefne,  and  nineteen  officers. 
Notwithflanding  this  mortifying  check.  Brigadier 
Forbes  advanced  with  the  army,  refolvcd  to  profe- 
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BOOK  cute  his  operations  with  vigour;  but  the  enemy> 
dreading  the  profpecl  of  a fiege,  difrriantled  and 
17^8?*^  abandoned  the  fort,  and  retired  down  the  river 
Ohio,  to  their  fettlements  on  the  Miffiffippi.  They 
quitted  the  (ort  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, and  next  day  it  was  pollelfed  by  the  Britilh 
forces.  As  for  the  Indians  of  this  country,  they 
feemed  heartily  to  renounce  their  connexions  with 
France,  and  be  perfeXly  reconciled  to  the  govern- 
ment  of  his  Britannick  Majefty.  Brigadier  Forbes 
having  lepaircd  the  fort,  changed  its  name  from 
Du  Quefne  to  Pittfburgh,  fecurtd  it  with  a garrifon 
of  provincials,  and  concluded  treaties  of  friend fiiip 
and  alliance  vvith  the  Indian  tribes.  Then  he 
marched  back  to  Philadelphia,  and  in  his  retreat 
built  a blockhoufe,  near  Lyal-FIenning,  for  the 
defence  of  Pennfylvania  ; but  he  himfelf  did  not 
long  'iLirvive  tliefe  tranfadlions,  his  conflitution 
having  been  cxhaufled  by  the  incredible  flrtigues  of 
the  hnvice.  Thus  have  we  given  a particular 
detail  of  all  the  remarkable  operations  by  which 
this  campaign  was  diRinguiilied  on  the  continent 
of  America : the  reader  will  be  convinced  that, 
notw.hhftanding  the  defeat  at  Ticonderoga,  and 
the  difaflerof  the  advanced  party  in  the  neiglrbour- 
hood  of  tort  du  Qiiefne,  the  arms  of  Great-Bri- 
tain  acquired  many  important  advantages;  and, 
indeed,  paved  the  way  for  the  reduXion  of  Que- 
beck,  and  conqueft  of  all  Canada.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Admirals  Bofeawen  and  Hardy,  having 
left  a confiderable  fquadron  at  Halifax,  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  returned  with  four  Hiips  of  the  line  to  Eng- 
land, where  they  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember, after  having  given  chafe  to  fix  large 
French  fnips,  which  they  deferied  to  the  weftward 
of  Scilly,  but  could  not  overtake  or  bring  to  an 
engagement. 

§ X.  The  conqueft  of  the  French  fetrlemcnt  in 
the  river  Senegal  being  deemed  impcifeX  and 
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incomplete,  whilft  France  ftill  kept  pofTeflion  of  the  c h a p. 
ifland  ofGoree,  the  miniftry  of  Grcat-Britain  re- 
folved  to  crown  the  campaign  in  Africa  with  the 
reduction  of  that  fortrefs.  For  this  purpoie  Com- 
modore Keppel,  brother  to  the  Far!  of  Albemarle, 
was  veiled  with  the  command  of  a fquadron,  con- 
fiding of  four  (hips  of  the  line,  feveral  fri^-ates,  two 
boiTib-ketches,  and  fome  tranfports,  having  on 
board  feven  hundred  men  of  the  regular  troops, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Worge,  and  embarked  in 
the  harbour  of  Cork  in  Ireland,  from  whence  this 
wF.ole  armament  took  their  departure  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  November.  After  a tempeduous  padage, 
in  which  they  touched  at  the  ide  ot  Teneriffe,  they 
arrived  at  Goree  in  the  latter  end  of  Deceiuber,  and 
the  Commodore  made  a difpofition  for  attacking 
this  idand,  which  was  remarkably  drong  by  nature, 
but  very  indifferently  fortided.  Goree  is  a fmall 
barren  idand,  extending  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  in  length,  of  a triangular  form;  and  on  the 
fouth-wed  fide  rifing  into  a rocky  hill,  on  which 
the  paltry  fort  of  St.  Michael  is  fituated.  There 
is  another,  dill  more  inconfiderable,  called  St. 

Francis,  tov^ards  the  other  extremity  of  the  idand; 
and  feveral  batteries  were  raifed  around  its  f.veep, 
iTiOunted  v^ith  about  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  four  mortars.  The  French  governor,  M.  de 
St.  Jean  had  greaty  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  liis 
garrifon  amounted  to  about  three  hundred  men, 
exclufive  of  as  many  negro  inhabitants.  The  dat- 
bottomed  boats,  for  difembarking  the  troops,  being 
hoided  out,  and  difpofed  along-fide  of  the  different 
tranfports,  the  Commodore  dationed  his  ddps  on 
the  wed  fide  of  the  idand,  and  the  engagement 
began  with  a died  from  one  of  the  ketches.  This 
was  a fignal  for  the  great  drips,  which  poured  in  their 
broadfides  without  intermidion,  and  the  dre  was 
returned  with  equal  vivacity  from  all  the  batteries  of 
the  idand.  In  the  courfe  of  the  "action  the  can- 
nonading 
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nonading  from  the  fhips  became  fo  fevere  and 
terrible,  tliat  the  F’rench  garrifon  deferted  their 
quarters,  in  fpite  of  all  the  elTorts  of  the  governor, 
who  acquitted  himfelf  like  a man, of  honour;  but  he 
was  obliged  to  ftrike  his  colours,  and  furrender  at 
difcretion,  after  a fnort  but  warm  difpute,  in  which 
the  lofs  of  the  Britidi  Commodore  did  not  exceed 
one  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  fuccefs 
of  the  day  was  the  more  extraordinry,  as  the  French 
garrifon  had  not  loft  a man,  except  one  negro  killed 
by  the  burfting  of  a bomb  fliell,  and  the  number 
of  their  wounded  was  very  inconfiderable.  While 
the  attack  lafted,  the  oppofite  fliorc  of  the  continent 
was  lined  with  a concourfe  of  negroes,  afiembled  to 
view  the  combat,  who  exprcffed  their  fentiments 
and  furprife  in  loud  clamour  and  uncouth  gefticula- 
tions,  and  feemed  to  be  imprefted  with  awe  and 
aftoniftment  at  the  power  and  execution  of  the 
Bi  itifli  fquadron.  The  French  colours  being  ftruck, 
as  a fignal  of  fubmiffion,  the  Commodore  fent  a 
detachment  of  marines  on  (bore,  who  difarmed  the 
garrifon,  and  hoifted  the  Britifh  flag  upon  the  caftle 
of  St.  Michael.  In  the  mean  time,  the  governor 
and  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  were  fecured  among  the 
fhipping.  Thus  the  important  iftand  of  Goree  fell 
into  the  hands  ol  the  Englifh,  together  with  two 
trading  veftels  tliat  chanced  to  be  at  anchor  in  the 
road,  and  ftores,  money,  and  merchandife  to  the 
value  of  twenty  thouland  pounds.  Part  of  the 
troops  being  left  in  garrifon  at  Goree,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Newton,  together  with  three 
Loops  for  his  fervice,  the  fquadron  being  watered 
and  retrefted  from  the  continent,  that  part  of  which 
is  governed  by  one  of  the  Jalof  kings,  and  the 
prifoners,  with  their  baggage,  being  difmifted  ia 
three  cartel  fhips  to  France,  the  Commodore  fet 
fail  for  Senegal,  and  reinforced  Fort-Louis  vvith  the 
reft  of  the  troops,  under  Colonel  Worge,  who  was 
at  this  jundlure  favoured  with  a vifit  by  the  King  of 

Legi  belli*. 


GEORGE  II. 

JLcgibelli : but  very  little  pains  were  taken  to  dlf-  C 
rnifs  this  potentate  in  good  humour,  or  maintain  the 
difpofition  he  profeflTed  to  favour  the  commerce  of 
Great-Britain.  True  it  is,  he  was  defirous  of 
engaging  the  Englifli  in  his  quarrels  with  fome 
neighbouring  nations  j and  fuch  engagements  were 
eautioufly  and  politically  avoided,  becaufe  it  was 
the  intereil:  of  Great-Britain  to  be  upon  good  terms 
with  every  African  Prince  who  could  promote  and 
extend  the  commerce  of  her  fubjeds. 

§ XI.  Commodore  Keppel  having  reduced  Goree, 
and  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  Senegal,  returned  to 
England,  where  all  his  fhips  arrived,  after  a very 
tempeftuous  voyage,  in  which  the  fquadron  had 
been  difperfed.  This  expedition,  however  fuccefsful 
in  the  main,  was  attended  with  one  misfortune,  the 
lofs  of  the  Lichfield  fhip  of  war,  commanded  by 
Captain  Barton,  which,  together  with  one  tranfport 
and  a bomb- tender,  was  wrecked  on  the  coail  of 
Barbary,  about  nine  leagues  to  the  northward  of 
Saffy,  in  the  dominions  of  Morocco.  One  hundred 
and  thirty  men,  including  feveral  officers,  periffied 
on  this  occafion  ; but  the  captain  and  the  reft  of  the 
company,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  twenty, 
made  ffiift  to  reach  the  fhore,  where  they  ran  the 
rifque  of  ftarving,  and  were  cruelly  ufed  by  the 
natives,  although  a treaty  of  peace  at  that  time 
fubfifted  between  Great-Britain  and  Morocco ; nay, 
they  were  even  cnllaved  by  the  Emperor,  who  de- 
tained them  in  captivity  until  they  were  ranfomed 
by  the  Biitifh  government : fo  little  dependence  can 
be  placed  on  the  Lith  of  fuch  barbarian  Princes, 
with  v/hom  it  is  even  a clifgrace  for  any  civilifed 
nation  to  be  in  alliance,  v;hatever  coiitmercial  ad- 
vantages may  arife  from  the  connexion. 

§ Xn.  The  incidents  of  the  war  that  happened 
in  the  Weft- Indies,  during  thefe  occurrences, 
may  be  reduced  to  a fmall  compafs.  Nothing  ex- 
traordinary was  achieved  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
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BO  OK  Jamaica,  v/here  Admiral  Coates  commanded  a 
fmall  fquadron,  from  which  he  detached  cruifers 
occafionally  for  the  protedion  of  the  Britifn  com- 
merce ; and  at  Antigua  the  trade  was  effedually  fe- 
cured  by  the  vigilance  of  Captain  Tyrrel,  whofe 
courage  and  activity  w'ere  equal  to  his  condud: 
and  circumfpedion.  In  the  month  of  March,  this 
gentleman,  with  his  own  mip  the  Buckingham,  and 
the  Cambridge,  another  of  the  line,  demoliflied  a 
fort  on  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  and  deftroyed  four 
privateers  riding  under  its  protedion ; but  his  valour  - 
a.ppeared  miuch  more  confpicuous  in  a fubfequent 
engagement,  which  happened  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember. Being  detached  on  a cruife  in  his  own 
Ihip,  the  Buckingham,  by  Commodore  Moore, 
vrho  commanded  at  the  Leeward  Irlands,  he  lell  in 
with  the  Weazle  floop,  commanded  by  Captain 
Boles,  between  the  iOands  of  Montferrat  and  Guada- 
loupe,  and  immediately  difcovered  a fleet  of  nine- 
teen fail,  under  convoy  of  a French  fhip  of  war 
carrying  feventy-four  cannon,  and  two  large  Frigates. 
Captain  Tyrrel  immediately  gave  chafe  vdth  all  the 
fail  he  could  carry,  and  the  Weazle  running  cloie 
to  the  enemy,  received  a whole  broadfide  from  the 
large'  fliip,  which,  however,  fine  fuilained  without 
much  damage:  neverthelefs,  Mr.  Tyrrel  ordered 
her  commander  to  keep  aloof,  as  he  could  not  be 
fuppofed  able  to  bear  the  flnock  of  large  metal,  and 
he  himfelf  prepared  for  the  engagement.  The 
enemy’s  large  fliip,  the  Floriflant,  though  of  much 
greater  force  than  the  Buckingham,  inftead  of 
lying-to  for  his  coming  up,  made  a running  fight 
vrith  lier  ftern-chafe,  v/hile  the  two  frigates  annoyed 
him  in  his  courfe,  fometimes  rakins;  him  fore  and 
aft,  and  fomietimcs  lying  on  his  quarter.  At  length 
he  came  along-fide  of  the  Floriflant,  within  piftol- 
liiot  and  poured  in  a whole  broadfide,  v\/hich  did 
confiderabie  execution.  The  falutation  was  returned 
with  equal  vivacity,  and  a furious  engagement  en- 
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fued.  Captain  Tyrrel  was  wounded  in  the  face,  chap. 
and  iofb  three  fingers  of  his  right  hand  ^ fo  that,  cx. 
being  entirely  difabled,  he  was  obliged  to  delegate 
the  command  of  the  fliip  to  his  firft  lieutenant,  Mr. 

Marfiial,  Vv'ho  continued  the  battle  with  great  gal- 
lantry until  he  loll  his  life  : then  the  charge  devolved 
to  the  fecond  lieutenant,  who  acquitted  himfeif  with 
equal  honour,  and  fullained  a defpej-ate  fight  againft 
three  fnips  of  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Buckingham  exerted  themfelves  with  equal  vigour 
and  deliberation,  and  Captain  Troy,  who  com- 
manded a detachment  of  marines  on  the  poop,  plied 
his  fmall  arms  fo  effeclually,  as  to  drive  the  French 
from  their  quarters.  At  length  confufion,  terror, 
and  uproar  prevailing  on  board  the  Floriffant,  her 
firing  ceafed,  and  her  colours  were  hauled  down 
about  twilight ; but  her  commander,  perceiving  that 
the  Buckingham  was  too  much  damaged  in  her 
rigging  to  purfue  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs,  ordered 
all  his  fails  to  be  fet,  and  fled  in  the  dark  with  his 
two  conforts.  Nothing  but  this  circumfiance  could 
have  prev^ented  a Britifli  fliip  of  fixty-five  guns,  in- 
differently manned  in  refpe6l  to  number,  from 
taking  a Fiench  fliip  of  the  line,  mounted  with 
feventy-four  pieces  of  cannon,  provided  with  feven 
hundred  men,  and  aflifted  by  two  large  frigates, 
one  of  thirty-eight  guns,  and  the  other  wanting  two 
of  this  number.  The  lofs  of  the  Buckingham,  in 
in  this  adtion,  did  not  exceed  twenty  men  killed  and 
wounded;  whereas  the  number  of  the  flain  on  board 
the  Floriffant  did  not  fall  fliort  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  that  of  her  wounded  is  faid  to  have 
exceeded  three  hundred.  She  was  fo  difabled  in 
her  hull,  that  flie  could  hardly  be  kept  a float  until 
flie  reached  Martinique,  where  flie  was  repaired; 
and  the  largefl:  frigate,-  together  with  the  lofs  of 
forty  imen,  received  fuch  damage  as  to  be  for  fome 
time  quite  unferviceable. 
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BOOK  § XIII.  In  the  Eaft-Indies  the  tranfadlioris  of  th^ 

•_  ‘ 'were  chequered  with  a variety  of'fuccefs;  bur, 

ori  the  whole,  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  were  entirely 
defeated.  The  French  commander,  M.  de  Buffy, 
had,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-fix,  quarrelled  with  Salabatzing,  viceroy  of 
Decan,  becaufe  this  lafl:  v/ould  nor  put  him  in 
pofiefTion  of  the  fortrefs  of  Golconda.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  next  year,  while  the  Englifh  forces  were  em- 
ployed in  Bengal,  M.  de  Bufiy  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  Britifh  fadlories  of  Ingeram,  Bandermalanka, 
and  Vizagapatam,  and  the  redudlion  of  this  laft  left 
the  enemy  in  poflefiion  of  the  whole  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel, from  Ganjam  to  Maffulapatam.  While 
^ a body  of  the  Englifli  company’s  forces,  under 
Captain  Caillaud,  endeavoured  to  reduce  the  im- 
portant fortrefs  and  town  of  Madura,  the  French, 
under  M.  D’Anteuil,  invefted  Trichinopoly.  Cail- 
laud no  fooner  received  intelligence  of  the  danger  to 
which  this  place  was  expofed,  than  he  haftened  to  its 
relief,  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  fiege. 
Then  he  returned  to  Madura,  and,  after  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  aflault,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it  by  capitu- 
lation. During  thefe  tranfadlions.  Colonel  Forde 
made  an  attempt  upon  the  fort  of  Nelloure,  a ftrong 
place,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty- four  miles  from 
Madras,  but  mifcarried  ; and  this  was  alfo  the  fate 
of  an  expedition  againft  Wandewafli,  undertaken  by 
Colonel  Aldercron.  The  firft  was  repulfed  in 
ftorming  the  place,  the  other  was  anticipated  by  the 
French  army,  which  marched  from  Pondicherry  to 
the  relief  of  the  garrifon.  The  French  King  had 
fent  a confiderable  reinforcement  to  the  Eaft-Indies, 
under  the  command  of  General*  Lally,  an  officer  of 
Irifh  extraction,  together  with  fuch  a number  of  fhips 
as  rendered  the  fquadron  of  M.  d’Apche  fuperior 
to  that  of  Admiral  Pococke,  who  had  fucceeded 
Admiral  Watfon,  lately  deceafed,  in  the  command 
of  the  Englifh  fquadron  ftationed  on  the  coaft  of 
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Coromandel,  which,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
was  reinforced  from  England  with  feveral  ihips, 
under  the  diredion  of  Commodore  Stevens.  Im- 
mediately after  this  junction,  which  was  effedled  in 
the  road  of  Madras  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
March,  Admiral  Pococke,  who  had  already  figna- 
lized  himfelf  by  his  courage,  vigilance,  and  condudt, 
failed  to  windward,  with  a view  to  intercept  the 
French  fquadron,  of  which  he  had  received  intelli- 
gence. In  two  days  he  defcried  in  the  road  of 
Fort  St.  David  the  enemy’s  fleet,  confifting  of  nine 
lliips,  which  immediately  Rood  out  to  fea,  and 
formed  the  line  of  battle  a-head.  The  Admiral 
took  the  fame  precaution,  and  bearing  down  upon 
M.  d’Apche,  the  engagement  began  about  three  in. 
the  afternoon.  The  French  Commodore,  having 
fuftained  a warm  adlion  for  about  two  hours,  bore 
away  with  his  whole  fleet,  and  being  joined  by  two 
fliips,  formed  a line  of  Rattle  again  to  leeward. 
Admiral  Pococke’s  own  fliip,  and  fome  others, 
being  greatly  damaged  in  their  mafts  and  rigging, 
two  of  his  captains  having  mifbehaved  in  the  adlion, 
and  night  coming  on,  he  did  not  think  it  advifeable 
to  purfue  them  with  all  the  fail  he  could  carry ; but, 
neverthelefs,  he  followed  them  at  a proper  diflcance, 
llandino:  to  the  fouth-weft,  in  order  to  maintain  the 
weather-gage,  in  cafe  he  fliould  be  able  to  renew 
the  adtion  in  the  morning.  In  this  expedlation, 
how'ever,  he  was  difappointcd ; the  enemy  fhowed 
no  light,  nor  made  any  fignals  that  could  be  ob- 
ferved ; and  in  the  morning  not  the  leafl;  veftige  of 
them  appeared.  Mr.  Pococke,  on  the  fuppofition 
that  they  had  weathered  him  in  the  night,  endea- 
voured to  work  up  after  them  to  windward,  but 
finding  he  loft;  ground  confiderably,  he  dropped  anchor 
about  three  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Sadras,  and 
received  intelligence  from  the  chief  of  that  fettle- 
ment,  that  one  of  the  largefl:  French  fliips,  having 
been  difabled  in  the  engagement,  was  run  afhore  to 
the  foiuhwaid  of  Aiemparve,  where  their  whole 
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BOOK  rqnadron  lav  at  anchor.  Such  was  the  iiTue  of  the 
firft  aftion  between  the  Englini  and  French  fquadron 
in  the  Eafi; -Indies,  which,  over  and  above  the  lofs 
of  a capital  fliip,  is  faid  to  have  coft  the  enemy 
about  five  hundred  men,  whereas  the  Britifli  Admiral 
did  not  lofc  one-fifth  part  of  that  number.  Being 
dilTatisfied  with  the  behaviour  of  three  captains, 
he,'  on  his  return  to  Madras,  appointed  a Court- 
Martial  to  enquire  into  their  conducl;  two  were 
difmiiTed  from  the  fervice,  and  the  third  was  fen- 
tenced  to  lofe  one  year’s  rank  as  a poll-captain. 

§ XIV.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Lally  had  difem- 
barked  his  troops  at  Pondicherry,  and  taking  the 
field,  immediately  invelled  the  fort  of  St.  David, 
v/hile  tlie  fquadron  blocked  it  up  by  fea.  Two  Eng- 
lifli  faips  being  at  anchor  in  the  road  when  the 
enemy  arrived,  their  Captains  feeing  no  poflibility  of 
efcaping,  ran  them  on  fliore,  fet  them  on  fire,  and 
retired  with  their  men  into  the  fortrefs,  which,  how- 
ever, was  in  a few  days  furrendered.  A much  more 
refolufc  defence  was  expedled  from  the  courage  and 
condudl  of  Major  Polier,  who  commanded  the  gar- 
rifon.  When  he  arrived  at  Madras  he  was  fubjedled 
to  a Court  of  Enquiry,  which  acquitted  Iiim  of 
cowardice,  but  were  of  opinion  that  the  place  might 
have  field  out  much  longer,  and  that  the  terms  on 
which  it  furrendered  were  lliameful,  as  the  enemy 
were  not  even  mailers  of  the  outward  covered  way, 
as  they  had  made  no  breach,  and  liad  a wet  ditch 
to  fill  up  and  pafs,  before  the  town  could  have  been 
properly  aflaulted.  Polier,  in  order  to  wipe  olf  this 
difgrace,  de fired  to  ferve  as  a volunteer,  with  Colonel 
Di  aper,  and  was  mortally  wounded  in  a fally  at  die 
fiege  of  iMadras.  Admiral  Pococke  having,  to  the 
bell  of  his  power,  repaired  his  finattered  flips,  fet 
fail  again  on  the  tenth  of  May,  in  order  to  attempt 
the  relief  of  Fort  St.  David’s ; but,  notwithflanding 
his  utmof;  endeavours,  he  could  not  reach  it  in  time 
to  be  of  any  I'ervice.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  the 
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month  he  came  in  fight  of  Pondicheri'y,  from  whence 
the  French  fquadron  Rood  away  early  next  morning,; 
nor  was  it  in  his  power  to  come  up  with  them, 
though  he  made  all  poflible  efforts  for  that  purpofe. 
Then  receiving  intelligence  that  fort  St.  David’s  was 
furrendered  to  the  enemy,  he  returned  again  to 
Madras,  in  order  to  refrefli  his  fquadron.  On  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  July,  he  failed  a third  time  in 
queft  of  M.  d’Apche,  and  in  two  days  perceived 
his  fquadron,  confifling  of  eight  fiiips  of  the  line 
and  a frigate,  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry. 
They  no  fooner  defcried  him  advancing  than  they 
flood  out  to  fea  as  before,  and  he  continued  to  chafe, 
in  hopes  of  bringing  them  to  an  engagement;  but 
all  his  endeavours  proved  fruitlefs  till  the  third  day 
of  Auguil,  w'hen  having  obtained  the  weather-gage, 
he  bore  down  upon  them  in  order  of  battle.  The 
engagement  began  with  great  impetuofity  on  both 
fides ; but  in  little  more  than  ten  minutes  M. 
d’Apche  fet  his  fore-fail,  and  bore  away,  his  whole 
fquadron  following  his  example,  and  maintaining  a 
running  fight  in  a very  irregular  line.  The  Britifh 
Admiral  then'hoifted  the  fignal  for  a general  chafe, 
which  the  enemy  perceiving,  thought  proper  to  cut 
away  their  boats,  and  crowd  with  all  the  fail  they 
could  carry.  They  efcaped  by  favour  of  the  night 
into  the  road  of  Pondicherrv,  and  Mr.  Pococke 
anchored  'with  his  fquadron  off  Carical,  a French 
fettlement,  having  thus  obtained  an  undifputed  vic- 
tory, with  the  lofs  of  thirty  men  killed,  and  one 
hundred  and  fixteen  wounded,  including  Commo- 
dore Stevens  and  Captain  Martin,  though  their 
wounds  w'ere  not  dangerous.  The  number  of  killed 
and  wounded  on  board  the  ITench  fquadron 
amounted,  according  to  report,  to  five  hundred  and 
forty ; and  their  fleet  was  fo  much  damaged,  that  in 
the  beginning  of  September  their  Commodore  failed 
for  the  ifland  of  Bourbon,  in  the  fame  latitude  with 
Madagafcar,  in  order  to  refit ; thus  leaving  the  com- 
VoL.  IV.  Y mand 
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BOOK  mand  and  fovereignty  of  the  Indian  feas  to  the 
^ , lifh  Admiralj  whofe  fleet,  from  the  beginning  of  this 

campaign,  had  been  much  inferior  to  the  French 
fquadron  in  number  of  fliips  and  men,  as  well  as  in 
weight  of  metal. 

§ XV.  Mr.  Lally  having  reduced  Cuddalore  and 
Fort  St.  David’s  refolved  to  extort  a fum  of  mo- 
ney from  the  King  of  Tan  jour,  on  pretence  that,  in 
the  laft  war,  he  had  granted  an  obligation  to  the 
French  governor  for  a certain  fum,  which  had  never 
been  paid.  Lally  accordingly  marched  with  a body 
of  three  thoufand  -men  into  the  dominions  of  Tan- 
jour,  and  demanded  feventy-two  lacks  of  rupees. 
This  extravagant  demand  being  rejedfed,  he  plun- 
dered Nagare,  a trading  town  on  the  fea-coaft,  and 
afterwards  invefeed  the  capital : but  after  he  had  pro- 
fecuted  the  fiege  until  a breach  was  made,  his  pro- 
vifions  and  ammunition  beginning  to  fail,  feveral 
vigorous  fallies  being  made  by  the  forces  of  the  King 
of  Tanjour,  and  the  place  well  defended  by  European  f 
gunners,  fent  from  the  Englifh  garrifon  at  Trichi- 
nopoly,  he  found  hirnfelf  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege, 
and  retreat  with  precipitation,  leaving  his  cannon 
' behind.  He  arrived  at  Carical  about  the  middle 
Auguft,  and  from  thence  retired  to  Pondicherry 
towards  the  end  of  September.  He  afterwards  can- 
toned his  troops  in  the  province  of  Arcot,  entered 
the  city  without  oppofition,  and  began  to  make  pre- 
parations for  the  fiege  of  Madras,  which  fhall  be 
recorded  among  the  incidents  of  the  fucceeding  year. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  land-forces  belonging  to  the 
If  aft- India  Company  were  fo  much  out- numbered 
. by  the  reinforcements  which  arrived  with  Mr.  Lally, 
that  they  could  not  pretend  to  keep  the  field,  but 

were 

* Cuddahnre  was  hi  Itich  a defencelefs  condition,  that  it  conW 
make  no  leliltance  5 and  there  being  no  place  in  Fort  St.  Da'iii’s 
bomb-proof,  nor  any  provifions  or  fVefl)  v.'ater,  the  garril’on  r»neiJ- 
fiered  in  twelve  days,  on  capiltilation,  after  having  luflained  a l'eve?« 
bombardment. 
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\vere  obliged  to  remain  on  the  defen  five,  and  pro-  chap. 
vide  as  well  as  they  could  for  the  fecurity  of  Fort  ^ 

St.  George,  and  the  other  fettle'ments  in  that  part  of 
India. 

§ XVI.  Flaving  particularifed  the  events  of  the 
War  which  diftinguiflied  this  year  in  America,  Africa, 
and  Afia,  thofe‘ remote  fcenes  in  which  the  intereft 
of  Great-Britain  was  immediately  and  intimately 
concerned,  it  now  remains  to  record  the  incidents 
of  the  military  operations  in  Germany,  fnpported  by 
Britifh  fubfidies,  and  enforced  by  BritiOi  troops,  to 
favour  the  abomdnable  dehgns  of  an  all)^,  from  whofe 
folitary  friendfhip  the  Britilli  nation  can  never  reap 
any  folid  benefit ; and  to  defend  a foreigp  Elector, 
in  whofe  behalf  llie  had  already  lavifhed  an  immen- 
fity  of  treafure.  Notvfithftanding  the  bloodfiied  and 
ravages  wiiich  had  fignalifed  the  former  campaign, 
the  mutual  Ioffes  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  the  in- 
credible expence  of  money,  the  difficulty  of  recruit- 
ing armies  thinned  by  fword  and  diftemper,  the 
fcarcity  of  forage  and  provifion,  the  diftrefies  of 
Saxony  in  particrllar,  and  the  calamities  of  war, 
which  defolated  the  greatcft  part  of  the  Empire,  no 
propofition  of  peace  was  hinted  by  either  of  'the 
parties  concerned ^ but  the  Powers  at  variance  feemed 
to  be  exafperated  againft  each  other  with  the  moft 
implacable  refentment.  Jarring  interefts  were  har-  • 
monifed,  old  prejudices  rooted  up,  inveterate  Jea- 
loufies  afiuaged,  and  even  inconfiftencies  reconciled, 
in  connecting  the  confederacy  which  was  now  formed 
and  efiablifhed  againft  the  King  of  Pruftia ; and,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  King  of  Great-Britain  feemed 
determined  to  employ  the  w'hole  power  and  influence 
of  his  crown  in  fupporting  this  Monarch.  Yet  the 
members  of  the  grand  confederacy  Vv^ere  differently 
actuated  by  difagreeing  motives,  which,  in  the  fe- 
quel,  operated  for  the  prefervation  of  his  Prufiian 
Majefty,  by  preventing  the  full  exertion  of  their 
united  ftrength.  The  Emprefs-Qiieen,  over  and 
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above  her  defire  of  retrieving  Silefia,  which  was  her 
primary  aim,  gave  way  to  the  fuggeftions  of  per- 
fonal  hatred  and  revenge,  to  the  gratification  of 
which  fhe  may  be  faid  to  have  facrificed,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  interefts  of  her  family,  as  well  as  the 
repofe  of  the  Empire,  by  admitting  the  natural  ene- 
mies of  her  Houfe  into  the  Auftrian  Netherlands, 
and  inviting  them  to  invade  the  dominions  of  her  co- 
eftates  w'ith  a formidable  army.  France,  true  to  her 
old  political  maxims,  wiflied  to  fee  the  Houfe  of  i\uf- 
tria  weakened  by  the  divifions  in  the  Empire,  which 
fhe  accordingly  fomented ; for  this  reafon  it  could 
not  be  her  interefl:  to  efiedl  the  ruin  of  the  Houfe  of 
Brandenburgh ; and,  therefore,  fhe  had,  no  doubt, 
fet  bounds  to  the  profecution  of  her  fchemes  in 
concert  with  the  Court  of  Vienna;  but  her  defigns 
againfl  Hanover  amounted  to  abfolute  conqueft:  in 
purfuance  of  thefe,  fhe  fent  an  army  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  men  acrofs  the  Rhine,  inflead 
of  four-and-twenty  thoufand,  which  fhe  had  engaged 
to  furnifh  by  the  original  treaty  with  the  Emprefs- 
Queen  of  Hungary,  who  is  faid  to  have  fhared  in 
the  fpoils  of  the  eledtorate.  The  Czarina,  by  co- 
operating with  the  Houfes  of  Bourbon  and  Auftria, 
gratified  her  perfonal  difguft  towards  the  Pruffian 
Monarch,  augmented  her  finances  by  confiderable 
fubfidies  from  both,  and  perhaps  amufed  herfelf  with 
the  hope  of  obtaining  an  eftabliiliment  in  the  Ger- 
man Empire ; but  whether  flie  wavered  in  her  own 
fentiments,  or  her  rninifbry  fludluated  between  the 
promifes  of  France  and  the  prefents  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  certain  it  is,  her  forces  had  not  adted  with 
vigour  in  Pomerania ; and  her  General  Apraxin,  in- 
ftead  of  profecuting  his  advantage,  had  retreated 
immediately  after  the  Pruffians  mifearried  in  their 
attack.  Lie  was  indeed  difgraced,  and  tried  for 
having  thus  retired  without  orders : but  in  all  pro- 
bability this  trial  was  no  other  than  a farce,  adled  to 
amufe  the  other  confederates,  while  the  Emprefs  of 
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RufTia  gained  time  to  deliberate  upon  the  offei'S  that  c pi  a p. 
were  made,  and  determine  with  regard  to  the  advan-  , 
tages  or  difadvantages  that  might  accrue  to  her  from  .g, 
perfevering  in  the  engagements  which  fhe  had  con- 
trafted.  As  for  the  Swedes,  although  they  had  been 
inftigated  to  hoftilitles  againft  Prufiia  by  the  intrigues 
of  France,  and  flattered  with  hopes  of  retrieving 
Pomerania,  they  profecuted  the  war  in  fuch  a difpi- 
rited  and  ineffedual  manner,  as  plainly  proved  that 
either  the  ancient  valour  of  that  people  was  extindt, 
or  that  the  nation  was  not  heartily  engaged  in  the 


quarrel. 


§ XVII.  When  the  Ruffian  General  Apraxin  re- 
treated from  Pomerania,  Marefchal  Lehwald,  wiio 
commanded  the  Pruffians  in  that  country,  was  left 
at  liberty  to  turn  his  arms  againfl  the  Swedes,  and 
accordingly  drove  them  before 'him  almofl:  without 
oppofition.  By  the  beginning  of  January  they  had 
evacuated  all  Pruffian  Pomerania,  and  Lehwald  in- 
vaded their  dominions  in  his  turn.  He,  in  a little 
time,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  Swedifli  Pomera-’ 
nia,  except  Stralfund  and  the  ifle  of  Rugen,  and 
pofTeffed  himfelf  of  feveral  magazines  which  the 
enemy  had  eredted.  The  Auftrian  army,  after  their 
defeat  at  Breflau,  had  retired  into  Bohemia,  where 
they  were  cantoned,  the  head-quarters  being  fixed 
at  Koningfgra'tz.  The  Kino;  of  Pruffia  havina: 
cleared  all  his  part  of  Silefia,  except  the  town  of 
Schweidnitz,  which  he  circumfcribed  with  a blockade, 
fent  detachments  from  his  army  cantoned  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Breflau,  to  penetrate  into  the  Auf- 
trian or  fouthern  part  of  Silefia,  where  they  furprifed 
Troppau  and  Jaggernfdorf,  while  he  himfelf  re- 
mained at  Breflau,  entertaining  his  officers  with 
concerts  of  mufick.  Not  that  he  fuffered  thefe 
amufements  to  divert  his  attention  from  fubjeds  of 
greater  importance.  He  laid  Swediffi  Pomerania 
under  contribution,  and  made  a frefli  demand  of 
five  hundred  thoufand  crowns  from  the  electorate  of 
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BOOK  Saxony.  Having  received  intimation  that  the  Duke 
, of  Mecklenbourg  was  employed  in  providing  maga- 
1738.  ?ines  for  the  French  army,  he  detached  body  of 
troops  into  that  country,  who  not  only  fecured  the 
magazines,  but  levied  confiderable  contributions; 
and  the  Duke  retired  to  Lubeck,  attended  by  the 
French  minifter.  The  States  of  Saxony  having 
proved  a little  dilatory  in  obeying  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jefty’s  injunciion,  received  a fecond  intimation,  im- 
porting, that  they  fhould  levy  and  deliver,  within 
a certain  time,  eighteen  thoufand  recruits  for  his 
army,  pay  into  the  hands  of  his  commiTary  one 
year’s  revenue  of  the  eledhorate  in  advance ; and 
Leipzick  was  taxed  with  an  extraordinary  fubfidy  of 
eight  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  on  pain  of  military 
execution.  The  States  were  immediately  convoked 
at  Leipzick,  in  order  to  deliberate  on  thefe  demands; 
and  the  city  being  unable  to  pay  fuch  a confiderable 
fum,  the  PrufTian  troops  began  to  put  their  Mo- 
narch’s threats  in  execution.  He  juflified  thefe  pro- 
ceedings, by  declaring  that  the  enemy  had  praclifed 
the  fame  violence  and  opprelTion  on  the  territories  of 
his  allies ; but  hov/  the  pradbice  of  his  declared  ene- 
mies, in  countries  which  they  had  invaded  and  fub- 
dued  in  the  common  courfe  of  war,  fhould  jnfify 
him  in  pillaging  and  opprefTing  a people,  with  whom 
neither  he  nor  his  allies  were  at  war,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  conceive.  As  little  can  we  reconcile  this  condubl: 
to  the  edraradter  of  a Prince,  aifuming  the  title  of 
Protedbor  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  vdijch  is  the 
efbabliflied  faith  among  .thofe  very  Saxons  who  were 
fubjedbed  to  fuch  grievous  impofitions ; impofitions 
the  more  grievous  and  unmerited,  as  they  had  never 
taken  any  fhare  in  the  prefent  war,  but  cautioufly 
avoided  every  fbep  that  might  be  confbrued  into  pror 
vocation,  fince  the  King  of  Pryffia  declared  they 
might  depend  upon  his  protedbion, 

§ XVIII.  Before  we  proceed  to  enumerate  the 
events  of  the  campaign,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  in- 
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form  the  reader,  that  the  forces  brougl^t  into  the 
field  by  the  Emprefs-Queen  of  Hungary,  and  the 
States  of  the  Empire,  the  Czarina,  the  Kings  of 
Erance  and  Sweden,  fell  very  little  flrort  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  men  j and  all  thefe  were  dellined 
to  act  acrainft  the  Kino- of  Prufiia  and  the  Elector  of 
Hanover.  In  oppofition  to  this  formidable  confe- 
deracy, his  Prufiian  Majefty  was,  by  the  fubfidy 
from  England,  the  fpoils  of  Saxony,  and  the  reve- 
nues of  Brandenbourg,  enabled  to  maintain  an  army 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  men ; while  the 
Eledor  of  Hanover  alTembled  a body  of  fixty  thou- 
fand men,  compofed  of  his  own  eledoral  troops, 
with  the  auxiliary  mercenaries  of  Hefie-Cafiel, 
Buckebourg,  Saxegotha,  and  Brunfwick  Wolfen- 
buttel,  ail  of  theiri  maintained  by  the  pay  of  Great- 
Britain.  At  this  juncture,  indeed,  there  was  no 
other  fund  for  their  fubfiftence,  as  the  countries  of 
Hanover  and  Elefife  were  pofielTed  by  the  enemy, 
and  in  the  former  the  governm.ent  was  entirely 
changed. 

§ XIX,  In  the  month  of  December  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  a farmer  of  the  revenues  from  Paris' 
arrived  at  Hanover,  where  he  eftablilEed  his  office, 
in  order  to  act  by  virtue  of  powers  from  one  John 
Eaidy,  to  whom  the  Erench  King  granted  the  di- 
rection, receipt,  and  adminiftratjon  of  all  the  duties 
and  revenues  of  the  electorate.  This  director  was, 
by  a decree  of  the  Council  of  State,  empowered  to 
receive  the  revenues,  not  only  of  Hanover,  but  alfo 
of  all  other  countries  that  lliould  be  fubjected  to  his 
Molt  Chriltian  Majefty  in  the  courfe  of  the  cam- 
paign; to  remove  the  receivers  who  had  been  ern- 
ployed  in  any  part  of  the  direCiion,  receipt,  and 
adminiftration  of  the  duties  and  revenues  of  Hano- 
ver, and  appoint  others  in  their  room.  The  French 
King,  by  the  fame  decree,  ordained,  that  all  per- 
I'ons  who  had  been  entrufled  under  the  preceding 
government  with  titles,  papers,  accounts,  regifters, 
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BOOK  or  eftimates,  relating  to  the  adminiftration  of  the 
III.  revenues,  fhould  communicate  them  toJohnFaidy, 

' 1738.  or  his  attornies;  that  the  magiflrates  of  the  town, 
diftridls,  and  commonalties,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
diredted  the  adminiftration  of  particular  ftates  and 
provinces,  fhould  deliver  to  the  faid  John  Faidy,  or 
his  attornies,  the  produce  of  fix  years  of  the  duties 
and  revenues  belonging  to  the  faid  towns,  diftridts, 
and  provinces,  reckoning  from  the  firft  of  January 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
one,  together  with  an  authentick  account  of  the 
fums  they  had  paid  during  that  term  to  the  preceding 
Sovereign,  and  of  the  charges  neceffarily  incurred, 
It  appears  from  the  nature  of  this  decree,  which  was 
dated  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Odlober,  that  imme- 
diately after  the  conventions  of  Clofter-Seven  and 
Bremenworden  the  Court  of  Verfaiiles  had  deter- 
mined to  change  the  government  and  fyftem  of  the 
eledlorate,  contrary  to  an  exprefs  article  of  the  capi- 
tulation granted  to  the  city  of  Hanover,  when  it 
furrendered  on  the  ninth  day*of  Auguft ; and  that 
the  Crown  of  France  intended  to  take  advantage  of 
the  ceffation  of  arms,  in  feizing  places  and  pro- 
vinces which  were  not  yet  fubdued ; for,  by  the  de- 
cree above  mentioned,  the  adminiftration  of  John 
Faidy  extended  to  the  countries  which  might  here- 
after be  conquered.  With  what  regard  to  juftice, 
then,  could  the  French  government  charge  the 
Eledlor  of  Hanover  with  the  infradlion  of  articles? 
or  what  refpcdt  to  good  faith  and  humanity  did  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu  obferve,  in  the  order  iffued  from 
Zell,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  importing,  that 
as  the  treaty  made  with  the  country  of  Hanover  had 
been  rendered  void  by  the  violation  of  the  articles 
figned  at  Clofter-Seven,  all  the  eftecls  belonging  to 

the 


* Six  days  after  the  convention  was  figned  at  Clofter  Seven, 
another  aft  of  accommodation  was  concluded  at  Bremenworden, 
between  the  Generals  Sporcken  and  Villemur,  relating  to  the  releafe 
of  pnfoiiers,  and  fome  other  points  omitted  in  the  convention. 
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the  officers,  or  others,  employed  in  the  Manoverian  ^ ^ 
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army,  fliould  be  confifcated  for 
‘ Chriftian  Majefty  ? 


§ XX.  The  Landgrave  of  Heffie-Caffiel,  being  dc^ 
firous  of  averting  a like  Rorm  from  his  dominions, 
not  only  promifed  to  renounce  all  conne6lion  with 
the  Kings  of  Great-Britain  and  Pruffia,  but  even  fol- 
licited  the  court  of  France  to  receive  him  among  the 
number  of  its  dependents;  for,  on  the  eighteenth 
day  of  October,  the  mirhfrer  of  the  Due  de  Deux- 
ponts,  delivered  at  Verfaiiles,  in  the  name  of  the 
Landgrave,  the  plan  of  a treaty  founded  on  the  fol- 
lowing conditions.  The  Landgrave  after  having 
expreffed  an  ardent  defire  of  attaching  himfelf  wholly 
to  France,  propofed  thefe  articles:  That  he  ffiould 
enter  into  no  engagement  againft  the  King  and  his 
allies  ; and  give  no  affiftance  diredily  or  indireftly  to 
the  enemies  of  his  Majefty  and  his  allies : that  he 
ffiould  never  give  his  vote,  in  the  general  or  parti- 
cular affiem-blies  of  the  Empire,  againft  his  Majefty ’s 
intereft;  but,  on  the  contrary,  employ  his  intereft, 
jointly  with  France,  to  quiet  the  troubles  of  the  Em- 
pire: that,  for  this  end,  his  troops,  which  had  ferved 
in  the  Hanoverian  army,  ffiould  engage  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  France,  on  condition  that  they  ffiould  not 
a6t  in  the  prefent  war  againft  his  Britannick  Majefty  : 
that,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fliould  reftore  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Landgrave  in  the  lame  condition  they 
were  in  when  fubdued  by  the  French  forces : that 
thefe  dominions  Ihould  be  exempted  from  all  further 
contributions,  either  in  money,  corn,  forage,  wood, 
or  cattle,  though  already  impofed  on  the  fubjedts  of 
Flefle;  and  the  French  troops  pay  for  all  the  pro- 
vifion  with  which  they  miight  be  fupplied ; in  which 
cafe  the  Landgrave  ffiould  exa6t  no  toll  for  warlike 
ftores,  provifions,  or  other  articles  of  that  nature, 
which  might  pafs  through  his  dominions : that  the 
King  of  France  fliould  guarantee  all  his  eftates,  all 
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the  rights  of  the  hoiife  of  HefTe-CaTel,  particularly 
the  ad  of  afllirance  figned  by  his  fon,  the  hereditary 
prince,  with  regard  to  religion;  ufe  his  intereftwith 
the  Emperor  and  the  Emprefs-Queen,  that,  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  immenfe  lodes  and  damages  his  moil 
ferene  highnels  had  fuffered  fince  the  French  invaded 
his  country,  and  of  the  great  fiims  he  fhould  lofe 
with  England  in  arrears  and  fubfidies  by  this  accom- 
modation, he  might  be  exciifed  from  furnilldng  his 
contingent  to  the  army  of  the  Empire,  as  well  as 
from  paying  the  Roman  months  granted  by  the.diet 
of  the  Empire ; and  if,  in  refentment  of  this  con- 
vention, the  dates  of  his  Serene  I lighnefs  fhould  be 
attacked,  his  Mod  Chridian  Majedjy  Ihould  afford 
the  mod  fpeedy  and  effediial  fuccoiirs.  I'hefe  pro- 
pofals  will  fpeak  for  themfelves  to  the  reader’s  appre- 
henfion ; and  if  he  is  not  blinded  by  the  darkeft 
mids  of  prejudice,  exhibit  a clear  anti  didindl  idea 
of  a genuine  German  ally.  The  Landgrave  of 
Hede-Cadel  had  been  fed  with  the  good  things  of 
England,  even  in  time  of  peace,  when  his  friend- 
fiiij)  could  not  avail,  nor  his  averfion  prejudice  the 
inteieds  of  Great-Britain : but  he  was  retained  in 
that  feafon  of  tranquillity  as  a friend,  on  whofe  fer- 
viccs  the  mod  implicit  dependence  might  be  placed 
in  any  future  dorm  or  commotion.  How  far  he 
merited  this  confidence  and  favour  might  have  been 
determined  by  refledbing  on  his  condudt  during  the 
former  war:  in  the  courle  of  which  his  troops  were 
hired  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  his  enemies 
alternately,  as  the  Ibale  of  convenience  happened  to 
preponderate.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
fent  troubles,  he  had  adbed  as  a mercenary  to  Great- 
Britain,  although  he  was  a principal  in  the  difpute, 
and  dood  connedled  with  her  dcTigns  by  Iblemn 
treaty,  as  well  as  by  all  the  ties  of  gratitude  and  ho- 
nour : but  now  that  the  caufe  of  Hanover  feemed  to 
he  on  the  decline,  and  his  own  dominions  had  fuf- 
fered  by  the  fate  of  the  war,  he  not  only  appeared 
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willing  to  abandon  his  benefador  and  ally,  but  even  c hap. 
filed  to  be  inlifted  in  the  lervice  of  his  adverfary. 

This  intended  defection  was,  however,  prevented 
by  a fiidden  turn  of  fortune,  which  he  could  not  pof- 
fibly  forefee  ; and  his  troops  continued  to  a£t  in  con- 
jundtion  with  the  Hanoverians. 

^ XXI.  The  Landgrave  of  HefTe-Cafiel  was  not 
fmsular  in  making  fuch  advances  to  the  French 
monarch.  The  Duke  of  Briinfwick,  flill  more 
nearly  connedted  with  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
ufed  fuch  uncommon  expedition  in  detaching  him- 
felf  from  the  tottering  fortune  ofFIanover,  that  in 
ten  days  after  the  convention  of  Cloffer-Seven  he  had 
concluded  a treaty  with  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
’ Verfailles;  fo  that  the  negociation  muil:  have  been 
begun  before  that  convention  took  place.  On  the 
twentieth  day  of  September  his  minifter  at  Vienna,  * 
by  virtue  of  full  powers  fi  om  the  Duke  of  Briinfwick, 
accepted  and  figned  the  conditions  which  the  French 

X 

King  and  his  Auftrian  ally  thought  proper  to  im- 
pofe.  Thefe  imported,  That  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty  diould  keep  poffeffion  of  the  cities  of  Brunf- 
' w^ick  and  Wolfenbuttel  during  the  war,  and  make 
life  of  the  artillery,  arms,  and  military  (tores  depo- 
fited  in  their  arfenals:  that  the  Duke’s  forces,  on 
their  return  from  the  camp  of  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land, (liould  be  difbanded  and  difarmed  ; and  take 
an  oath,  that  they  fhould  not,  during  the  prefent 
war,  ferve  againft  the  King  or  his  allies:  that  the 
Duke  fliould  be  permitted  to  maintain  a battalion  of 
foot,  and  two  fquadrons  of  horle,  for  the  guard  of 
his  perfon  and  caftles  j but  the  regulations  made  by 
Marefchal  Richelieu  and  the  intendant  of  his  army 
fhould  fubfift  on  their  prefent  footing : that  the  Duke 
fliould  furnilh  his  contingent  in  money  and  troops, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  Empire  : that  his  forces 
fnould  immediately  join  thofe  which  the  Germanick 
body  had  alTembled  ; and  that  he  fhould  order  his 
minifter  at  Ratifbon  to  vote  conformably  to  the  re-  • 
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foliitions  of  the  diet,  approved  and  confirmed  by 
the  Emperor.  In  confideration  of  all  thefe  conceL 
fions,  the  Duke  was  reftored  to  the  flivour  of  the 
French  King,  who  gracioufly  promifed  that  neither 
his  revenue  nor  his  treafure  diould  be  touched,  nor 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  invaded ; and  that  no- 
thing further  Hiould  be  demanded,  but  winter-quar- 
ters for  the  regiments  which  Hiould  pafs  that  feafon 
in  the  country  of  Brunfwick.  How  fcrupuloufly 
ibever  the  Duke  might  have  intended  to  obferve  the 
articles  of  this  treaty,  his  intentions  were  fruftrated 
by  the  condu61:  of  his  brother  Prince  Ferdinand,  who, 
being  in  veiled  with  the  command  of  the  Hanoverian 
army,  and  ordered  to  refume  the  operations  of  war 
againft  the  enemy,  detained  the  troops  of  Brunfwick, 
as  well  as  his  nephew  the  Hereditary  Prince,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  treaty  which  his  brother  had  figned,  and 
the  injundlions  which  he  had  laid  upon  his  fon  to 
quit  the  army,  and  make  a tour  to  Holland.  The 
Duke  wrote  an  expoftulatory  letter  to  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand, pathetically  complaining  that  he  had  fediiced 
his  troops,  decoyed  his  fon,  and  difgraced  his 
family ; infifting  upon  the  Prince’s  purfuing  his 
journey,  as  well  as  upon  the  return  of  the  troops : 
and  threatening,  in  cafe  of  non-compliance,  to  ufe 
other  means  that  fliould  be 'more  effedluaH.  Not- 

withftanding 

* Tranflatlon  of  the  letter  written  by  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  to 
his  brother  Prince  Ferdinand  ; 

SIR, 

“ I KNOW  you  too  well  to  doubt  that  the  fituation  in  which  we 
ftand  at  prefqnt,  with  refpe61  to  each  other,  gives  you  abundance  of 
iineahnefs  : nor  will  you  doubt  that  it  gives  me  equal  concern:  in- 
deed, it  afflicts  me  greatly.  Mean  while  I could  never,  my  deareft 
brother,  have  believed  that  you  would  be  the  perfon  who  tliould  carry 
away  from  me  my  eldeft  Ion.  I am  exceedingly  mortified  to  find 
inyfelf  under  the  hai  d neceffity  of  telling  you  that  this  itep  is  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  confiitutions  of  the  Empire; 
and  that,  if  you  perfilt  in  it,  you  will  difgrace  your  family,  and 
bring  a ftain  upon  your  country,  which  you  pretend  to  ferve.  The 
Hereditary  Prince,  my  fon,  was  at  Hamburgh  by  my  order,  and  you 
have  carried  him  to  Stade.  Could  he  difirult  his  uncle,  an  uncle  who 
hath  don£  fo  much  honour  to  his  family  ? Could  he  believe  that  this 
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withftanding  this  warm  remonftrance,  Prince  Per-  CHAP, 
dinand  adhered  to  his  plan.  He  detained  the  troops, 

and 
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vincle  vvoiilil  deprive  him  of  liberty,  a liberty  never  refiifed  to  the 
lowed:  officer  ? I ordered  him  to  mike  a tour  to  Holland  : could  not 
the  lowed  officer  have  done  as  much  ? Let  us  I'uppofe  for  a moment, 
that  my  troops,  among  whom  he  ferved,  were  to  have  daid  with  the 
Hanoverians,  would  it  not  have  been  dill  in  my  power  to  give  an 
officer  leave  of  abf’ence,  or  even  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion  ? and 
would  you  hinder  your  brother,  the  head  of  your  family,  and  of  fuch 
a family  as  ours,  to  exercife  this  right  with  regard  to  a fon,  who  is 
the  Hereditary  Prince,  of  whofe  rights  and  prerogatives  you  cannot 
be  ignorant?  It  is  impoffible  you  could  have  conceived  fuch  defigns, 
without  the  fuggedion  of  others.  Thofe  who  did  fugged  them  have 
trampled  on  the  rights  of  nature,  of  nations,  and  of  the  princes  of 
Germany;  they  have  induced  you  to  add  to  all  thefe  the  mod  cruel 
infult  on  a brother  whom  you  love,  and  who  always  loved  you  with 
the  warmed  ad'eflion.  Would  you  have  your  brother  lay  his  juft 
complaints  againd  you  before  the  whole  Empire,  and  all  Europe  ? 
Are  not  your  proceedings  without  example?  What  is  Germany  be- 
come? What  are  its  princes  become,  and  our  houfe  in  particular  ? 
Is  it  the  intered  of  the  two  kings,  the  caufe  of  your  country,  and  my 
caufe  that  you  pretend  to  fupport  ? — I repeat  it,  brother,  that  this  de- 
fign  could  not  have  been  framed  by  you.  I again  command  my  fon 
to  purl'ue  his  journey  ; and  I cannot  conceive  you  will  give  the  lead 
obdru6Iion  ; it  you  fliould  (which  1 pray  God  avert)  I folemnly  declare 
that  I will  not  be  condrained  by  fuch  meafures,  nor  diall  I ever  forget 
what  I owe  to  myfelf.  As  to  my  troops,  you  may  fee  what  I have  written 
on  that  head  to  the  Hanoverian  minidry.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
by  the  convention  of  Cloder-Seven,  difmid'ed  them,  and  fent  them 
home;  the  faid  minidry  gave  me  notice  of  this  convention,  as  a 
treaty  by  which  he  was  bound:  The  march  of  the  troops  was  fettled  ; 
and  an  incident  happening,  they  halted;  that  obdacle  being  removed, 
they  were  to  have  continued  their  march.  The  court  of  Hanover 
will  be  no  longer  bound  by  the  convention,  while  I not  only  accepted 
iron  their  word,  but  have  alfo,  in  conformity  witti  their  indtuclion, 
riegociated  at  Verfailles,  and  at  Vienna.  After  ail  thefe  deps  they 
would  have  me  contradi£I  myfelf,  break  my  word,  and  entirely  ruin 
my  edate,  as  well  as  my  honour.  Did  you  ever  know  your  brother 
guilty  of  fuch  things  ? True  it  is,  I have,  as  you  fay,  f’acrificed  my 
all ; or  rather,  I have  been  facrificed.  The  only  thing  left  me  is 
my  honour;  and  in  the  unhappy  contrad  of  our  fuuations,  I lament 
both  you  and  myfelf,  that  it  fliould  be  from  you,  my  dear  brother, 
I diould  receive  the  cruel  advice  to  give  up  my  lionour.  I cannot 
' liden  to  it;  I cannot  recede  from  my  promile.  My  troops,  there- 
fore, mud  return  home,  agreeably  to  what  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
and  the  Hanoverian  minidry  dipulated  with  regard  to  me  in  tiie 
dronged  manner.  I am  afraid  that  the  true  circumdances  of  things 
are  concealed  from  you.  Not  to  detain  your  exprefs  too  long,  I diall 
fend  you,  by  the  pod,  copies  of  all  I have  written  to  the  Hanoverian 
minidry.  It  will  grieve  your  honed  heart  to  read  it.  T am,  with  a 
heart  almud  broken,  yet  full  of  tendernefs  for  you,  your,  &c. 

“ Blanckenbourg,  Nov.  27,,  1757: 
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BOOK  and  the  Hereditary  Prince,  who,  being  fond  of  the 
HI.  fervice,  in  a little  time  fignalifed  himfelf  by  very 
1758^^  extraordinary  a6ls  of  bravery  and  conduft ; and 
means  were  found  to  reconcile  his  father  to  meafures 
that  ex^refsly  contradifted  his  engagements  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  V erfailles. 

§ XXII.  The  defeat  of  the  French  army  at  Rof- 
bach,  and  the  retreat  of  the  Ruffians  from  Pome- 
rania, had  entirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs  in  the 
Empire.  The  French  King  was  foon  obliged  to 
abandon  his  conquefls  on  that  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and 
his  threats  founded  no  longer  terrible  in  the  ears  of 
the  flanoverian  and  Pruffjan  allies.  As  little  formi- 
dable were  the  denunciations  of  the  Emperor,  who 
had,  by  a decree  of  the  Aulick  council,  communi- 
cated to  the  diet  certain  naandates,  iffued  in  the 
month  of  Auguft  in  the  preceding  year,  on  pain  of 
J;he  ban  of  the  Empire,  with  avocatory  letters  an- 
nexed, againft  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  Eleffor 
of  Hanover,  and  the  other  princes  adling  in  concert 
with  the  King  of  Pi-uffia.  The  French  court  likewife 
publilhed  a virulent  memorial,  after  the  convention 
of  Cloftcr-Seven  had  been  violated,  and  fet  afide^ 
drawing  an  invidious  parallel  between  the  condu6l  of 
the  French  King  and  the  proceedings  of  his  Britannick 
Majefty ; in  which  the  latter  is  taxed  with  breach  of 
faith,  and  aliTiOft  every  meannefs  that  could  (lain  the 
charadler  of  a monarch.  In  anfw'er  to  the  Emperor's 
decree,  and  this  virulent  charge,  Baron  Gimmengen, 
tiie  eledloral  Minifter  of  Brunfwick  Lunenbourg, 
prefented  to  the  diet,  in  November,  a long  memo- 
rial, recapitulating  the  important  fervices  his  Sove- 
reign had  done  the  Houle  of  xAuftria^  and  the  un- 
grateful returns  he  had  reaped,  in  the  Queen’s  re- 
fufing  to  affift  him,  when  his  dominions  were  threat- 
' • ened  with  an  invafion.  He  enumerated  many  in- 
ftances  in  which  llie  had  affifted,  encouraged,  and 
even  joined  the  enemies  of  the  eledlorate,  in  eom- 
tempt  of  her  former  encouragements,  and  direftly 
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Contrary  to  the  conftitution  of  the  empire.  He  re-  i 
futed  every  article  of  the  charge  which  the  French 
court  had  brought  againft  him  in  their  virulent  libel, 
retorted  the  imputations  of  perfidy  and  ambition, 
and  with  refpedt  to  France,  juflified  every  particular 
of  his  ov/n  condudl. 

§ XXIII.  While  the  French  and  Hanoverian  ar- 
mies remained  in  their  winter-quarters,  the  former 
at  Zell,  and  the  latter,  at  Lunenbonrg,  divers  petty 
enterprifes  were  executed  by  detachments  with  vari- 
ous fuccefs.  The  Flanoverian  General  Juncheirn, 
having  taken  poft  at  Halberftadt  and  Quedlimbourg, 
from  whence  he  made  excurfions  even  to  the  gates 
of  Brunfwick,  and  kept  the  hVench  army  in  conti- 
nual alarm,  was  vlfited  by  a large  body  of  the  enemy, 
who  compelled  him  to  retire  to  Acherfleben,  com- 
mitted o;reat  exceffes  in  the  town  of  Flalberftadt  and 
its  neighbourhood,  and  carried  off  hoftages  for  the 
pavment  of  contributions.  General  Hardenberg, 
another  Flanoverian  officer,  having  diflodged  the 
French  detachments  that  occupied  Burgh,  Vogelfack, 
and  Ritterhude,  and  cleared  the  whole  territory  of 
Bremen,  in  the  month  of  January  the  Duke  de 
Broglio  affembled  a confiderable  corps  of  troops  that 
were  cantoned  at  Otterfburgh,  Rothenburgh,  and 
the  adjacent  country,  and  advancing  to  Bremen, 
demanded  admittance,  threatening,  that,  in  cafe  of 
a refufal,  he  would  have  recourfe  to  extremities,  and 
puniih  the  inhabitants  feverely,  fliould  they  make 
the  lead;  oppofition.  When  their  deputies  w'aited 
upon  him,  to  defire  a ffiort  time  for  deliberation, 
he  anfwered,  “ Not  a moment — the  Duke  de  Richc- 
“ lieu’s  orders  are  peremptory,  and  admit  of  no  de- 
“ lay..”  He  accordingly  ordered  the  cannon  to  ad- 
vance ; the  wall  was  fcaled,  and  the  gates  would  have 
been  forced  open,  had  not  the  magiftrates,  at  the 
earned  importunity  of  the  people,  refolved  to  com- 
ply with  his  demand.  A fecond  deputation  was  im- 
mediately difpatched  to  the  Duke  de  Broglio,  figni- 
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BOOK  fying  their  compliance;  and  the  gates  being  opened, 
he  marched  into  the  city  at  midnight,  after  having 
1758.  promifed  upon  his  honour,  that  no  attempt  fhould 
be  made  to  the  prejudice  of  its  rights  and  preroga- 
tives, and  no  outrage  offered  to  the  privileges  of  the 
regency,  to  the  liberty,  religion,  and  commerce  of 
the  inhabitants.  This  conqueft,  however,  was  of 
fliort  duration.  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  be- 
ing joined  by  a body  of  PrufTian  horfe,  under  the 
command  of  Prince  George  of  Holftein  Gottorp,  the 
whole  army  was  put  in  motion,  and  advanced  to 
the  country  of  Bremen  about  the  middle  of  February. 
The  enemy  were  diilodged  from  Rothenburg,  Otterf- 
burgh,  and  Verden,  and  they  abandoned  the  city  of 
Bremen  at  the  approach  of  the  Hanoverian  General, 
who  took  poffeffion  of  it  without  oppofition. 

§ XXIV.  By  this  time  the  court  of  Verfailles,  be- 
ing diffatisfied  with  the  conduft  of  the  Duke  de 
Richelieu,  had  recalled  that  General  Born  Germany, 
where  his  place  was  fupplied  by  the  Count  de  Cler- 
mont, to  the  general  fatisfaflion  of  the  army,  as 
well  as  to  the  joy  of  the  Hanoverian  fubje(d:s,  among 
whom  Richelieu  had  committed  many  flagrant  and 
inhuman  adfs  of  rapine  and  opprelTion.  I'he  new 
commander  found  his  mafler’s  forces  reduced  to  a 
deplorable  condition,  by  the  accidents  of  war,  and 
diflempers  arifing  fro?Ti  hard  duty,  fevere  weather, 
and  the  want  of  neceffaries.  As  he  could  not  pre- 
tend with  fuch  a v/retched  remnant,  to  oppofe  the 
defigns  of  Prince  Feidinand  in  the  field,  or  even 
maintain  the  footing  which  his  predeceflTor  had 
gained,  he  found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  re- 
tiring with  ail  poiTible  expedition  towards  the  Rhine. 
As  the  allies  advanced,  his  troops  retreated  from 
their  diftant  quarters  with  Inch  precipitation,  as  to 
leave  behind  all  their  lick,  together  with  a great 
part  of  their  baggage  and  artillery,  befides  a great 
number  of  officers  and  foldiers,  that  fell  into  the 
hands  of  tliofe  parties  by  whom  they  w'ere  purfued. 
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The  inhabitants  of  Hanover,  perceiving  the  French 
intended  to  abandon  that  city,  were  overwhelmed 
with  the  fear  of  being  fiibjeifted  to  every  fpecies  of 
violence  and  abufe;  but  their  apprehenfions  were 
happily  difappointed  by  the  honour  and  integrity 
of  the  Duke  de  Randan,  the  French  Governor,  wdio 
not  only  took  ejTe6tual  meafures  for  reflraining  the 
foldiers  within  the  bounds  of  the  mod:  rigid  difcipline 
and  moderation,  but  likewife  exhibited  a noble  proof 
of  generofity,  almoft  without  example.  Inflead  'of 
deflroying  his  magazine  of  provifions,  according  to 
the  ufual  pra61:ice  of  w'ar,  he  ordered  the  whole  to  be 
cither  fold  at  a low  price,  or  diftributed  among  the 
poor  of  the  city,  who  had  been  long  expofed  to  the 
horrours  of  famine  : an  a6t  of  godlike  humanity, 
w'hich  ought  to  dignify  the  charafter  of  that  worthy 
nobleman  above  all  the  titles  that  military  fame  can 
deferve,  or  arbitrary  monarchs  beftow.  The  re- 
gency of  Hanover  were  fo  deeply  imprelTed  with  a 
fenfe  of  his  heroick  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  that 
they  gratefully  acknowledged  it,  in  a letter  of  thanks 
to  him  and  the  Count  de  Clermont ; and  on  the  day 
of  folemn  thankfgiving  to  heaven,  for  their  being  de- 
livered fiom  their  enemies,  the  clergy  in  their  fer- 
mons  did  not  fail  to  celebrate  and  extol  the  charity 
and  benevolence  of  the  Duke  de  Randan.  Such 
glorious  teftimonies,  even  from  enemies,  muft  have 
afforded  the  moil;  exquifite  pleafure  to  a mind  endued 
with  fenfibility ; and  this,  no  doubt,  may  be  termed 
one  of  the  faireft  triumphs  of  humanity. 

§ XXV.  The  two  grand  divifions  of  the  French 
army,  quartered  at  Zell  and  Flanover,  retired  in 
good  order  to  Hamelen,  where  they  colledled  all 
their  troops,  except  thofe  that  were  left  in  Hoya,  and 
about  four  thoufand  men  placed  in  garrifon  at  Min- 
den,  to  retard  the  operations  of  the  combined  army. 
Towards  the  latter  end  of  February,  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand of  Brunfwick,  having  received  intelligence  that 
the  Count  de  Chabot  was  poded  with  a confiderabie 
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BOOK  body  of  troops  at  Hoya,  upon  the  Wefer,  detached 
, the  Kcreditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  with  four  bat- 


taiionSj  and  fame  light  troops  and  dragoons,  to  dif- 
lodge  them  from  that  neiglibourhood;  This  enter- 
prife  was  executed  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity.  The 
Hereditary  Prince  pafTed  the  Vvefer  at  Bremen  with 
part  of  his  detachment,  while  the  reft  advanced  bn  this 
fide  of  the  river  j and  the  enemy,  being  attacked  in 
front  and  rear,  were  in  a little  time  forced,  and  thrown 
into  confufion.  The  bridge  being  abandoned,  and 
near  fevcn  hundred  men  taken  prilbners,  the  Count 
cle  Chabot  thi-ew  himfelfy  with  two  battalions,  into 
the  caftle,  where  he  rdbived  to  fupport  himfelf,  in 
hope  of  being  relieved.  The  regiment  of  Bretagne, 
and  fome  detachments  of  dragoons,  were  adfually  on 
the  march  to  his  aftiftance.  The  PIcreditary  Prince 
being  made  acquainted  with  this  circumftance,  be- 
ing alfo  defeitute  of  heavy  artillery  to  befiege  the 
place  in  form,  and  taking,  it  for  granted  he  fliould 
not  be  able  to  maintain  the  poft  after  it  might  be 
taken,  he  liftened  to  the  terms  of  capitulation  pro- 
pofed  by  the  French  General,  whofe  garrifon  was 
Juffered  to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  v/ar  but 
their  cannon,  ftores,  and  ammunition  vrere  fur- 
rendered  to  the  viffor.  This  was  the  firft  exploit 
of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  whofe  valour  and  aftivity^ 
on  many  fubrequent  occafions,  flione  with  diftin- 
guifned  iuftre.  Me  had  no  fooner  reduced  Hoya, 
tiian  he  marclied  to  the  attack  of  Minden,  which 
he  invefted  on  the  fifth  day  of  March,  and  on  the 
fourteenth  the  garrifon  furrendered  at  diferetion. 
After  the  reduefion  of  this  city,  the  combined  army 
advanced  towards  Hamelen,  where  the  F’rencb  Ge- 
neral had  eftabliflied  his  heaci-quarters  : but  he  aban- 
doned them  at  the  approach  cf  the  allies,  and  leav- 
ing behind  all  bis  fick  and  wounded,  with  part  of 
his  magazines,  retired  without  halting  to-  Padder- 
born,  and  from  thence  to  the  Rhine,  recalling  in  his 
march  the  troops  that  v/ere  in  Embde%  Caftcl,  and 
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the  iandgraviate  of  HefTe,  all  which  places  were  FxOW  chap. 
evacuated.  They  were  terribly  harralTed  in  their  re- 


treat  by  the  PruiTian  hulTars 


horfe;  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Planoverian 
hunters’,  who  took  a great  number  of  prifoners, 
together  with  many  baggage-waggonSj  and  fome 
artillery.  Such  was  the  precipitation  of  the  enemy’s 
retreati  that  they  could  not  find  tirne  to  deft.oy  all 
their  magazines  of  provifion  and  forage;  and  even 
forgot  to  call  in  the  garrifon  of  Vechte,  a fmall  for- 
trefs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Diepholt,  who  were 
made  prifoners  of  war,  and  here^  was  found  a com- 
plete train  of  battering  cannon  and  mortars.  The 
Count  de  Clermont,  having  reached  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine,  diftributed  his  forces  into  quarters  of 
cantonment  in  Wefel  and  the  adjoining  country, 
while  Prince  Ferdinand  cantoned  the  allied  army 
in  the  bifhoprick  of  Munfter : here,  however,  he  did 
not  long  remain  inadlive.  In  the  latter  end  of 
May  he  ordered  a detachment  to  pafs  the  Rfiine  at 
JDuyib'ourg,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Schei- 
thcr,  who  executed  his  order  without  lofs,  defeated 
three  battalions  of  the  enemy,  and  took  five  pieces 
of  cannon.  ' In  the  beginning  of  June  the  whole 
army  palfcd  the  Rhine,  on  a bridge  confirudled  for 
the  occafion,  defeated  a body  of  French  cavalrv, 
and  obtained  divers  other  advantages  in  their  march 
towards  Wcfel.  KaifeiTworth  was  lurprifed,  the 
greater  part  of  the  garrifon  either  killed  or  taken  ; 
and  Prince  Ferdinand  began  to  make  preparations 
for  the  fiege  ol  Dufieldorp.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Count  de  Clermont,  being  unable  to  Hop  the  rapi- 
dity of  his  progrels,  was  obliged  to  fecure  his  troops 
with  itfong  entrenchments,  until  he  fliould  be  pro- 
Derlv  reinforced. 

ii  ^ 

§ XXVI.  Tlie  court  of  Verfailles,  though  equally 
mortified  and  confounded  at  the  turn  of  their  affairs 
in  Germany,  did  not  fit  tamely  and  behold  this  re- 
verfe ; but  exerted  their  iifual  fpirit  and  e.xpedition 
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B o o K In  retrieving  the  lofTes  they  had  fuftained.  They 
affembled  a body  of  troops  at  Hanati,  under  the  di- 
redtion  of  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  who,  it  was  faid, 
had  received  orders  to  penetrate,  by  the  way  of 
Donawert,  Ingoldftadt,  and  Arnberg,  into  Bohemia. 
In  the  mean  time,  reinforcements  daily  arrived  in 
the  camp  of  the  Count  de  Clermont  ^ and,  as  repeated 
complaints  had  been  made  of  the  v/ant  of  difcipline 
and  fubordination  in  that  army,  meafures  were  taken 
for  reforming  the  troops  by  feyerity  and  example. 
The  Marefchal  Duke.de  Belleifle,  who  now  acled  as 
Secretary  at  W ar  with  uncommon  ability,  wrote  a 
letter,  diredtcd  to  all  the  colonels  of  infantry,  threat- 
ening them,  in  the  King’s  name,  with  the  lofs  of 
their  regiments,  fhould  they  connive  any  longer  at 
the  fcandalous  pradfice  of  buying  commiflions : an 
abufe  which  had  crept  into  the  fervice  under  various 
pretexts,  to  the  difcouragement  of  merit,  the  re- 
laxation of  difcipline,  and  the  total  extindlion  of 
laudable  emulation.  The  Prince  of  Clermont  hav- 
ing quitted  his  llrong  camp  at  Rhinefeldt,  retired  to 
Nuys,  a little  higher  up  the  river,  and  detached  a 
confidcrable  corps,  under  the  command  of  the 
Count  de  St.  Germain,  to  take  pod  at  Crevelt,  fitu- 
ated  in  a plain  between  his  army  and  the  camp  of 
the  allies,  which  fronted  the  town  of  Meurs : after 
feveral  motions  on  both  fides.  Prince  Ferdinand  re- 
folved  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  forthwith  m.ade  a 
difpofition  for  this  purpofe.  He  afligned  the  com- 
martd  of  the  whole  left  wing,  confifting  of  eighteen 
battajions  and  twenty-eight  fquadrons,  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Sporcken  : the  condudt  of  the  right  wing, 
compqfed  of  fixteen  battalions  and  fourteen  fqiia- 
drons,  was  entrufted  to  the  Hereditary  Prince  and 
Major-General  Wangenheimj  the  fquadrons,  with 
the  addition  of  two  regiments  of  Pruffian  dragoons, 
v/ere  under  the  immediate  diredlion  of  the  Pj  ince  of 
Holftein,  while  the  Hereditary  Prince  commanded 
the  infantry.-  The  liglu  troops,  confifcing  of  five 
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j^|\.iadrons  of  hiiRars,  were  divided  between  the 
Prince  of  Elolftein  and  Lieutenant-General  Sporcken. 
Major  Luckner’s  fquadron,  together  with  Scheither’s 
carps,  were  ordered  to  obferve  the  flank  of  the 
enemy’s  right,  and  with  this  view  were  poked  in  the 
village  of  Papendeick ; and  a battalion  of  the  troops 
of  Wolfenbuttel  were  left  in  the  town  of  f liilfte,  to 
cover  the  rear  of  the  army.  Prince  Ferdinand’s  dc- 
fign  was  to  attack  the  enemy  on  their  left  flank  ^ but 
the  execution  was  rendered  extremely  difficult  by 
the  woods  and  ditches  that  embarraflfed  the  route,  and 
the  numerous  ditches  that  interfcufcd  this  part  of  the 
country.  On  the  twenty- third,  day  of  June,  at  four 
in  the  morning,  the  army  began  to  move ; the  right 
advancing  in  two  columns  as  far  as  St.  Anthony, 
and  the  left  marching  up  within  half  a league  of 
Crevelt.  The  Prince  having  viewed  the  pofition  of 
the  enemy  from  the  fteeple  of  St.  Anthony,  pro- 
cured guides,  and  having  received  all  the  neceflary 
hints  of  information,  proceeded  to  the  right,  in  or- 
der to  charge  the  enemy’s  left  flank  by  the  villages 
of  Worfli'  and  Anrath;  but,  in  order  to  divide  their 
attention,  and  keep  them  in  fufpence  with  refpe6l  to 
the  nature  of  his  principal  attack,  he  diredted  the 
Generals  Sporcken  and  Oberg  to  advance  againft 
them  by  the  way  of  Crevelt  and  St.  Anthony,  and, 
in  particular,  to  make  the  moft  of  their  artillery, 
that,  being  employed  in  three  dilferent  places  at 
once,  they  might  be  prevented  from  fending  any 
reinforcement  to  the  left,  where  the  chief  attack  was 
intended.  Thefe  precautions  being  taken.  Prince 
F'erdinand,  putting  himfelf  at.  the  head  of  the  grena- 
diers of  the  right  wing,  continued  his  march  in 
two  columns  to  the  village  of  Anrath,  where  he  fell  in 
witji  an  advanced  party  of  the  French,  which,  after 
a few  difeharges  of  mufquetry,  retired  to  their  camp 
and  gave  the  alarm.  In  the  mean  time,  both  ar- 
mies were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle ; the  troops 
of  the  allies  in  the  plain  between  the  villages  of  An- 
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BOOK  rath  and  Willich,  oppofite  to  the  French  forces^ 
whofe  left  was  covered  with  a wood.  The  adlion  be- 


1758.  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  with  a fevere  can- 
nonading on  the  part  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  which^ 
though  well  fupported,  proved  ineffedtual  in  drawing 
the  enemy  from  their  cover:  he,  therefore,  deter- 
mined to  diflodge  them  from  the  wood  by  dint  of 
fmall  arms.  The  Flereditary  Prince  immediately 
advanced  with  the  wTole  front,  and  a very  obftinate 
a£lion  enfued.  Mearwvhile,  the  cavalry  on  the 
right  in  vain  attempted  to  penetrate  the  wood-  on  the 
other  fide,  w'here  the  enemy  had  raifed  two  batteries, 
which  were  fuftained  by  forty  fquadrons  of  horfe. 
After  a terrible  fire  had  been  maintained  on  both 
fides,  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  grenadiers  forced 
the  entrenchments  in  the  wood,  which  were  lined  by 
the  French  infantry.  Thefe  giving  way  abandoned 
the  wood  in  the  utrnoft  diforder;  but  the  purfuit 
was  checked  by  the  conduct  and  refolution  of  the 
enemiy’s  cavalry,  which,  notwithftanding  a dreadful 
fire  from  the  artillery  of  the  allies,  maintained  their 
ground,  and  covered  the  foot  in  their  retreat  tq 
Nuys.  The  fuccefs  of  the  day  was,  in  a good  mea- 
fure,  ' owing  to  the  artillery  on  the  left  and  in  the 
centre,  with  vdiich  the  Generals  Sporcken  and  Oherg 
had  done  great  e:;ecution,  and  employed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy  on  that  fide,  while  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand profecuted  his  attack  on  the  other  quarter.  It 
mufl  bq  owned,  however,  that  their  right  wing  and 
centre  retired  in  great  order  to  Nuys,  though  the 
left  vvas  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  fome  ftandards, 
colours,  and  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fix  thoufand  men 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoners  The  victory, 


however 
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however,  which  coft  the  allies  about  fifteen  hundred  chap. 
men,  was  not  at  all  decinve  in  its  confequenccs  \ . _V,‘  j, 

and,  indeed,  the  plan  feemed  only  calculated  to  1758, 
difplay  the  enterprifing  genius  of  the  Hanoverian 
General.  True  it  is,  the  French  army  took  refuge 
under  the  cannon  of  Cologn,  where  they  remained, 
without  hazarding  any  fiep  for  the  relief  of  Duffel - 
dorp,  which  Prince  Ferdinand  immediately  invefted, 
and  in  a few  days  reduced,  the  garrifon  being 
allowed  to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  OrU 
condition  that  they  flrould  not,  for  the  fpace  of  one 
year,  carry  arms  againfl  the  allies. 

§ XXVII.  It  was  at  this  period  that  Count  de 
Clermont  refigned  his  command,  which  was  con^ 
ferred  upon  M.  de  Contades,  and  the  French  army 
vv^as  confiderably  reinforced.  He  even  threatened 
to  attack  Prince  Ferdinand  in  his  turn,  and  made 
fome  motions  with  that  defign,  but  was  preve.nted 
by  the  little  river  Erff, 'behind  which  the  Prince 
refolved  to  lie  quiet,  until  he  fhould  be  joined  by 
the  body  of  Britidi  troops  under  the  command  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  the  firft  divifion  of 
which  had  juft  landed  at  Em.bden.  He  flattered 
himfelf  that  the  Prince  of  Yfenbourg,  at  the  head 
of  the  Heflian  troops,  would  find  employment  for 
the  Prince  de  Soubife,  Vv^ho  had  marched  from  Ha- 
nau,  with  a defign  to  penetrate  into  the  landgraviate 
of  Hefle-Caftel : his  vanguard  had  been  already, 
furprized  and  defeated  by  the  militia  of  the  country; 
and  the  Prince  of  Yfenbourg  v/as  at  the  head  of  a 
confiderable  body  of  regular  forces,  affembled  to 
oppofe  his  further  progrefs.  Prince  Ferdinand, 
therefore,  hoped  that  the  operations  of  the  French 
General  would  be  efie'ftually  impeded,  until  he  him- 
feif,  being  joined  by  the  BritilE  troops,  ftiouid  be 
in,  a condition  to  pals  the  Meufe,  transfer  the  feat 
of  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  thus  make  a diver- 
fion  from  the  Rhine,  and  perhaps  oblige  the  Prince 
de  Soubife  to  come  to  the  anifcance  of  the  principal 
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BOOK  French  army,  commanded  by  M.  de  Contades.  He 
had  formed  a plan  which  would  have  anfwered  diefe 
17517^  pui'pofes  effedually,  and,  in  execution  of  it,  marched 
to  Ruremond  on  the  Maefe,  when  his  meafures  were 
totally  difccncertcd  by  a variety  of  incidents  which 
he  could  not  forefee.  The  Prince  of  Yfenbourg 
was,  on  the  twenty- third  day  of  July,  defeated  at 
Sangarfhaufen  by  the  Duke  de  Broglio,  whom  the 
Prince  de  Soubife  had  detached  againil  him  with  a 
number  o£  troops  greatly  fuperior  to  that  which  the 
FJeffian  General  commanded.  The  Duke  de 
Broglid,  who  commanded  the  corps  that  formed  the 
vanguard  of  Soubife’s  army,  having  learned  at  Caf- 
fel,  that  the  Helllan  troops,  under  the  Prince  of 
Yfenbourg,  were  retiring  towards  Munden,  he  ad- 
vanced, on  the  twenty-third  of  July,  with  a body  of 
eight  thouland  men,  to  the  village  of  Sangarlhau- 
ien,  where  he  found  them  drawn  up  in  order  of  bat- 
tle, and  forthwith  made  a difpofition  for  the  attack, 
At  hrft  his  cavalry  were  repulfed  by  the  Heffian 
horfe,  which  charged  the  French  infantry,  and  were 
broke  in  their  turn.  The  Flefiians,  though  greatly 
inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy,  made  a very  obfti- 
nate  refinance,  by  kivour  of  a rock  in  the  Fulde  that 
covered  their  right,  and  a w'ood  by  which  their  left 
was  fecured.  I'he  difjxite  was  fo  obflinate,  that  the 
enemy’s  left  was  obliged  to  give  ground,  but  the 
Duke  de  Broglio  ordering  a freflr  corps  to  advance, 
changed  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  Hefiians, 
overpow'ered  by  numbers,  gave  w'ay  i part  plunged 
into  the  river,  where  many  peridied,  and  part  threw 
themfelves  into  the  wood,  through  which  they 
cfcaped  from  the  purfuit  of  the  huiTars,  who  took 
above  two  hundred  foldiers  and  fifty  officers,  inclu- 
ding the  Count  de  Canitz,  v/ho  was  fecond  in  com- 
mand. "I  hey  likewife  found  on  the  field  of  battle 
feven  pieces  of  cannon,  anci  eight  at  Munden  : but 
the  carnage  w'as  pretty  confiderable,  and  . nearly 
cc^uai  on  both  fides.  I’he  number  of  tfie  killed  and 
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wounded,  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  exceeded  two  c H A p, 
thoufand  ; the  lofs  of  the  MefTians  was  not  fo  great. 

The  Prince  of  Yfenbourg  having  colledled  the  re- 
mains  of  Ifis  little  army,  took  poll  at  Eimbeck, 
wFere  he  foon  was  reinforced,  and  found  himfeif 
at  the  head  of  twelve  thoufand  men  : bur,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  advantage,  the  enemy  became  mafters 
of  the  Wefer,  and  opened  to  themfeives  a free  paf- 
fage  into  Weftphalia.  ' 

§ XXVill.  The  progrefs  of  Prince  Ferdinand 
upon  the  Maefe,  had  been  retarded  by  a dong  fuc-  ' 
ceffion  of  heavy  rains,  which  broke  up  the  roads, 
and  rendered  the  country  impaflable  j and  now 
the  certain  information  of  this  unlucky  check  left 
him  no  alternative  but  a battle  or  a retreat  acrofs 
the  Rhine  : the  firft  was  carefully  avoided  by  the 
enemy ; the  latter  refolution,  therefore,  he  found 
himfeif  under  a necelTity  to  embrace.  In  his 
prefent  pofition  he  was  hampered  by  the  French 
army  on  one  wing,  on  the  other  by  the  fortrefs  of 
Gueldres,  the  garrifon  of  which  had  been  lately  re- 
inforced, as  well  as  by  divers  other  polls,  capable  of 
obllrudling  the  convoys  and  fubfiilence  of  the  com- 
bined army  : befides,  he  had  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  the  Prince  de  Soubife  w'ould  endeavour  to  inter- 
cept the  BriLilli  troops  in  their  march  from  Embden. 

Induced  by  thefe  confiderations,  he  determined  to 
repafs  the  Rhine,  after  having  offered  battle  to  the 
enemy,  and  made  feverai  motions  for  that  purpofe. 

F’inding  them  averfe  to  an  engagement,  he  made 
his  difpofitions  for  forcing  the  ffrong  pafs  of  Wach- 
tendonck,  an  illand  furrounded  by  the  Niers,  of 
very  difficult  approach,  and  fituated  exa6lly  in  his 
route  to  the  Rhine.  This  fervice  was  performed 
by  the  Elereditaiy  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  who,  per- 
ceiving the  enemy  had  drav/n  up  the  bridge,  ruffied 
into  the  river  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  who 
drove  them  away  with  their  bayonets,  and  cleared 
the  bridges  for  the  palfage  of  the  army  towards 

Pvhinebergen. 
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BOOK  Rhincbergen.  At  this  place  Prince  Ferdinand 

^ ceived  intelligence  that  M.  de  Chevert,  reputed  one 

*75«.  the  bell  officers  in  the  French  fervice,  had  pafied 
the  Lippe  with  fourteen  battalions  and  feveral  fqua- 
dronSj  to  join  tlie  garrifon  of  Wefel,  and  fall  upon 
Lieutenant-General  Imhoffi,  who  commanded  a de- 
tached corps  of  the  combint^d  army  at  Meer,  that 
he  might  be  at  hand  to  guard  tlie  bridge  which  the 
Prince  had  thrown  over  the  Rhine  at  Rees.  His 
Serene  Flighnefs  was  extremely  defirous  of  fending 
fuccours  to  General  Imhoffi  but  the  troops  were  too 
much  fatigued  to 
ing;  and  the  Rhine  had  overflowed  its  banks  in 
fuch  a manner  as  to  render  the  bridge  at  Rees  im- 
paflable,  fo  that  M.  Irnhoff  v/as  left  to  the  refources 
of  his  own  condufl  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops, 

' _ confifting  of  fix  battalions  and  four  fquadrons,  already 

weakened  by  the  abfence  of  different  detachments. 
This  General  having  received  advice,  on  the  fourth 
of  Auguft,  that  the  enemy  intended  to  pafs  the  Lippe 
the  fame  evening  with  a confiderable  train  of  artil- 
lery, in  order  to  burn  the  bridge  at  Rees,  decamped 
vdth  a view  to  cover  this  place,  and  join  two  batta- 
lions which  had  paffed  the  Rhine  in  boats,  under 
the  command  of  General  Zaflrow,  who  reinforced 
him  accordingly ; but  the  enemy  not  appearing,  he 
concluded  the  information  was  falfe,  and  refolved  to 
refume  his  advantageous  pofl:  at  Meer.  Of  this  he 
had  no  fooner  repoffefled  himfelf,  than  his  advanced 
guards  v/ere  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  marched 
to  the  attack  from  \yefel,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-General  de  Chevert,  confifting  of  the 
whole  corps  intended  for  the  fiege  of  Duffeldorp, 
Imhoiff’s  front  was  covered  by  coppices  and  ditches, 
there  being  a rifing  ground  on  his  right,  from, 
whence  he  could  plainly  difeern  the  whole  force  that 
advanced  againft  him,  together  with  the  manner  of 
their  approach.  Perceiving  them  engaged  in  that 
difficult  ground,  he  pofted  one  regiment  in  a cop- 
pice. 


begin  another  march  before  morn- 
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pice,  with  orders  to  fall  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  chap. 
enemy,  which  appeared  quite  uncovered ; and  as  ^ 

foon  as  their  fire  began,  advanced  with  the  refl  of 
his  forces  to  attack  them  in  front.  The  bayonet 
was  ufed  on  this  occafion,  and  the  charge  given 
with  fuch  impetuofity  and  relblution,  that,  after  a 
fliort  refiflance,  the  enemy,  fell  into  confufion,  and 
fled  towards  Wefel,  leaving  on  the  fpot  eleven  pieces 
of  cannon,  with  a great  number  of  waggons  and 
other  carriages : befides  the  killed  and  wounded, 
who  amounted  to  a pretty  confiderable  number,  the 
vi6lor  took  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  prifoners, 
including  eleven  officers ; whereas,  on  his  part,  the 
vidfory  was  purchafed  at  a very  fmall  expence. 

§ XXIX.  Immediately  after  this  adlion,  General 
Wangenheim  paffed  the  Rhine  with  feveral  fqua- 
drons  and  battalions,  to  reinforce  General  Imhoff, 
and  enable  him  to  profecute  the  advantage  he  had 
gained,  while  Prince  Ferdinand  marched  with  the 
refl  of  the  army  to  Santen  : from  thence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Rhineberg,  where  he  intended  to  pafs ; 
but  the  river  had  overflowed  to  fuch  a degree,  that 
here,  as  well  as  at  Rees,  the  fliore  was  inacceffible ; 
fo  that  he  found  it  neceffary  to  march  farther  down 
the  river,  and  lay  a bridge  at  Gtiethuyzen.  The 
enemy  had  contrived  four  veffels  for  the  deflrudlion 
of  this  bridge  j but  they  w'ere  all  taken  before  they 
could  put  the  deflgn  in  execution,  and  the  whole 
army  paffed  on  the  tenth  day  of  Augufl,  without 
any  lofs  or  further  interruption.  At  the  fame  time 
the  Prince  withdrew  his  garrifon  from  Duffeldorp, 
of  which  the  French  immediately  took  pofleffion. 
Immediately  -after  his  paifage  he  received  a letter 
from  tliC  Duke  of  Marlborough,  acquainting  him 
that  the  Britilh  troops  had  arrived  at  Lingen,  in 
their  mute  to  Coesfeldt;  to  wfliich  place  General 
Imhoff  was  lent  to  receive  them,  with  a flrong  de- 
tachment. Notwithdanding  this  jundlion,  the  two 
armies  on  the  Rhine  were  lb  equally  matched,  that 

no 
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B o o flroke  of  importance  was  flruck  on  either  fide 
ni.  during  the  reiuaining  part  of  the  campaign.  M.  de 

'"'^’“■'C’ontades,  feeing  no  profpeft  of  obtaining  the  lead 
* advantage  over  Prince  Ferdinand,  detached  Prince 
Xaveriiis  of  Saxony  with  a ftrong  reinforcement  to 
the  Prince  de  Soubife,  who  had  taken  poITeffion  of 
Gottengen,  and  feemed  determined  to  attack  the 
Prince  of  Y’fenbourg  atEimbeck.  That  this  officer 
might  be  able  to  give  him  a proper  reception, 
Prince  Ferdinand  detached  General  Oberg  with  ten 
thoufand  men  to  Lipftadt,  from  whence,  fhould 
occafion  require,  they  might  continue  their  march, 
and  join  the  ITeiTians.  The  whole  body,  when 
thus  reinforced,  did  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand 
men,  of  whom  General  Oberg  now  affumed  the 
command : v/hereas  the  troops  of  Soubife  were  in- 
creafed  to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand.  The 
allies  had  taken  poll:  upon  the  river  Fulde  at  San- 
garfhaufen,  vrhere  they  hoped  the  French  would 
attack  them  j but  the  defign  of  Soubife  was  firll  to 
diflodge  them  from  that  advantageous  fituation. 
With  this  view,  he  made  a motion,  as  if  he  had  in- 
tended to  turn  the  camp  of  the  allies  by  the  road  of 
Munden.  In  order  to  prevent  the  execution  of  this 
fuppofed  defign,  General  Oberg  decamped  on  the 
tenth  of  Odlober,  and,  paffing  by  the  village  of 
Landwernhagen,  advanced  towards  Liittenberg, 
where,  imderfl;anding  the  enemy  v/ere  at  his  heels, 
he  forthwith  formed  his  troops  in  order  of  battle,  his 
right  to  the  Fulde,  and  his  left  extending  to  a thicket 
upon  an  eminence,  where  he  planted  five  field- 
pieces.  The  cavalry  fupported  the  wings  in  a third 
line,  the  village  of  Luttenberg  was  in  the  rear,  and 
four  pieces  of  cannon  were  mounted  on  a rifmg 
ground  that  flanked  this  village.  The  French 
having  likewife  paffed  Landwernhagen,  polled  their 
left  towards  the  Fulde,  their  right  extending  far  be- 
yond the  left  of  t[ie  allies,  and  their  front  being 
ilrengthened  with  above  thirty  pieces  of  cannon.  At 
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four  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  began  the  battle  ^ 
with  a fevere  cannonading,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
firil  line  of  their  infantry  attacked  Major-General 
ZaRrow,  who  was  pofted  on  the  left  wing  of  the 
allies.  This  body  of  the  French  was  repuifed  j but 
in  the  fame  moment,  a confiderable  line  of  cavalry 
advancing,  charged  the  allies  in  front  and  flank. 
I'hefe  were  fupported  "by  a freOi  body  of  infantry 
with  cannon,  which,  after  a warm  difpute,  obliged 
the  confederates  to  give  wayj  and  General  Oberg, 
in  order  to  prevent  a total  defeat,  made  a difpofi- 
lion  for  a retreat,  which  w’as  performed  in  tolerable 
order ; not  but  that  he  fuffered  greatly,  in  pafling 
through  a defile,  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  can- 
non, which  was  brought  up,  and  managed  under  the 
diredlion  of  the  Duke  de  Broglio.  Having  marched 
through  Munden,  by  midnight,  the  retiring  army 
lay  till  morning  under  arms  in  the  little  plain  near 
Grupen,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Wefer;  but  at 
day- break  profecuted  their  march,  after  having 
withdrawn  the  garrifon  from  Munden,  until  they 
arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gunterfheim,  where 
they  encamped.  In  this  engagement  General  Oberg 
loft  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  his  artillery,  bag- 
gage, and  ammunition.  He  was  obliged  to  aban- 
don a magazine  of  hay  and  ftraw  at  Munden,  and 
leave  part  of  his  wounded  m.en  in  that  place  to  the 
humanity  of  the  viblor.  But,  after  all,  the  French 
General  reaped  very  little  advantage  from  his  vic- 
tory. 

§ XXX.  By  this  time  Prince  Ferdinand  had  re- 
tired into  Weftphalia,  and  fixed  his  head-quarters  at 
Munfter,  while  M.  Contades  encamped  near^  Flam 
upon  the  Lippe : fo  that,  although  he  had  obliged 
the  French  army  to  evacuate  Hanover  and  Fleffe 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  yvhen  they  v/ere  weak- 
ened by  death  and  diftemper,  and  even  driven  them 
beyond  the  Rhine,  where  they  fuftained  a defeat; 
yet  they  w^ere  foon  put  in  a condition  to  baffle  all  his 

future 
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BOOK  fijtiire  endeavours,  and  penetrate  again  into  Weft- 
^ . phalia,  where  they  eftablifhed  their  winter-quarters^ 

,7^8,  extending  thernfelvcs  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  com- 
mand the  whole  courfe  of  the  Rhine  on  both  fidcsj 
•while  the  allies  were  difpofed  in  the  landgraviate  of 
Heffe-Caffel,  and  in  the  bifhopricks  of  Munfter, 
Paderborn,  and  Hildefheim.  The  Britifh  troops 
.had  joined  them  fo  late  in  the  feafon,  that  they  had 
no  opportunity  to  fignalize  thernfelvcs  in  the  field' 
yet  the  fatigues  of  the  campaign,  which  they  had 
feverely  felt,  proved*  fatal  to  their  commander,  the 
D Like  of  Marlborough,  who  died  of  a dyfentery  at 
Miinfter,  univerfally  lamented. 

§ XXXI.  ITaving  thus  particularifed  the  opera-, 
tionsofthe  allied  army  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  campaign,  we  flaaii  now  endeavour  to  trace  the 
fteps  of  the  King  of  Prufila,  from,  the  period  at  which 
his  army  was  aflembled  for  adlion.  Having  colleded 
his  force  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would  permit,  he 
undeitook  the  fiege  of  Schvv^eidnitz  in  form  on  the 
twenty-firfi:  day  of  March ; and  carried  on  his  ope 
rations  with  fuch  vigour,;  that  in  thirteen  days  the 
garrifon  furrendered  thernfelvcs  prifoners  of  war, 
after  having  loft  one  half  of  their  number  in  the 
defence  of  the  place.  While  one  part  of  his  troops 
were  engaged  in  this  fervice,  he  himfelf,  at  the 
head  of  another,  advanced  to  the  eaftern  frontier  of 
Boheimia,  and  fent  a detachment  as  far  a.s  Traiite- 
naw,  garrifoncd  by  a body  of  Auftrians,  who,  aftet 
an  obftinate  refiftance,  abandoned  the  place,-  and 
retreated  towards  their  grand  army.  By  this  fiiccefs 
he  opened  to  himifeif  a v/ay  into  Bohemia,  by  which 
he  poured  in  detachments  of  light  troops,  to  raife 
contributions,  and  harrafs  the  out-pofts  of  the 
enemy.  At  the  fame  time  the  Baron  de  la  Mothe 
Fouquet  marched  with  another  body  againft  the 
Auftrian  General  Jahnus,  pofted  dn  the  county  of 
Glatz,  whom  he  obliged  to  abandon  all  the  polls 
he  occupied  in  that  country,  and  purfued  as  far  as 
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Nachod,  within  twenty  miles  of  Koninfgratz,  where  chap. 
the  grand  Auftrian  army  was  encamped,  under  the 
command  of  Marefchal  Daun,  who  had  lately 
arrived  from  Vienna  Over  and  above  thefe  ex- 
cursions, the  King  ordered  a body  of  thirty  thoufand 
men  to  be  alTemblcd,  to  aft  under  the  command 
of  his  brother  Prince  Henry,  an  accomplifhed  war- 
riorj  againft  the  army  of  the  Empire,  which  th'e 
Prince  de  Deuxponts,  with  great  difficulty,  made  a 
fliift  to  form  again  near  Bamberg,  in  Franconia. 

§ XXXII.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  whofe  defigns 
were  perhaps  even  greater  than  he  cared  to  own, 
refolved  to  ffiift  the  theatre  of  the  war,  and  pene- 
trate into  Moravia,  a fertile  country,  which  had 
hitherto  been  kept  facred  from  ravage  and  contri- 
bution. Flaving  formed  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand 
choice  troops,  near  Niefs,  in  Silefia,  he  divided 
them  into  three  colum.ns ; the  firfl  commanded  by 
Marefchal  Keith,  the  fecond  by  himfelf  in  perfon, 
and  the  third  condufted  by  Prince  Maurice  of  An- 
hault-Deflau.  In  the  latter  end  of  April  they  be- 
gan their  march  towards  Moravia;  and  General  De 
la  Ville,  who  commanded  a body  of  troops  in  that 
country,  retired  as  they  advanced,  after  having 
thrown  a ftrong  reinforcement  into  Olmutz,  which 
the  King  was  determined  to  befiege.  Had  he 
paffed  by  this  fortrefs,  which  was  flrongly  fortified, 
and  well  provided  for  a vigorous  defence,  he  might 
have  advanced  to  the  gates  of  V^ienna,  and  '^educed 
the  Emperor  to  the  neceffity  of  fuing  for  peace  on 
his  own  terms  ; but  it  feems  he  was  unwilling  to 
deviate  fo  far  from  the  common  maxims  of  war  as 
to  leave  a fortified  place  in  the  rear ; and,  there- 
fore, 

* At  this  jyn^^iire  the  Prufiiarr  commandant  of  Drefden  being 
admitted  into  the  Japan  palace,  to  lee  the  curious  porcelaine  with 
which  it  is  adorned,  perceived  a door  built  up  ; and  ordering  the 
palTage  to  be  opened,  entered  a large  apartment,  where  he  found 
th  ree  thoufand  tents,  and  other  Held  utenfils.  Thefe  had  been  con- 
cealed here  when  the  PiuHians  nrd  took,  pont-inon  of  the  citv  : they 
were  immediately  I'eized  by  the  commandant,  and  diltri’auted  among 
ihe  troops  of  Prince  Henry’s  army. 
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forCj  he  determined  to  make  himfelf  mafler  of  It 
before  he  fhould  proceed.  For  this  purpofe  it  was 
immiediately  invefted : orders  were  ifTued  to  haften 
up  the  heavy  artillery,  and  Marefchal  Keith  was 
appointed  to  fuperintend  and  direct  the  operations 
of  the  fiege.  Mean  while,  the  Auftrian  comman- 
der, Count  Daun,  being  informed  of  his  Pruifian 
Majefty’s  m.otions  and  defigns,  quitted  his  camp  at 
Leutomyffel  in  Bohemia,  and  entered  Moravia  by 
the  way  of  Billa.  Being  flill  too  weak  to  encoun- 
ter the  PruiTians  in  the  field,  he  extended  his  troops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  King’s  army,  between 
Gewitz  and  Littau,  in  a mountainous  fituation, 
where  he  ran  little  or  no  rific  of  being  attacked. 
Here  he  remained  for  fome  time  in  quiet,  with  the 
fertile  country  of  Bohem.ia  in  his  rear,  from  whence 
he  drew  plentiful  fupplies,  and  received  daily  rein- 
forcements. Flis  fcheme  was  to  relieve  the  befieged 
occafionally ; to  harrafs  the  befiegers,  and  to  inter- 
cept their  convoys  from  Silefia ; and  this  fcheme 
fucceeded  to  his  wifii.  Olmutz  is  fo  extenfive  in 
its  works,  and  fo  peculiarly  fituated  on  the  river 
Morava,  that  it  could  not  be  cornpletely  invefted 
without  weakening  the  pofts  of  the  befieging  army, 
by  extending  them  to  a prodigious  circuit ; fo  that, 
in  fome  parts,  they  were  eafily  forced  by  detach- 
ments in  the  night,  wFo  fell  upon  them  fuddenly, 
and  feldom  failed  to  introduce  into  the  place  fiip- 
plies  of  m.en,  provifions,  and  amimunition.  The 
forage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  having 
been  previoufly  deftroyed,  the  PruJTian  horfe  were 
obliged  to  miake  excurfions  at  a great  diftance, 
confequently  expofed  to  fatigue,  and  liable  to  fur- 
prize  ; and,  in  a w^ord,  the  Pruffians  were  not  very 
expert  in  the  art  of  town  taking. 

§ XXXIil.  Count  Daun  knew  how  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  tliefe  circumftances,  without  hazarding 
a battle,  to  which  the  King  provoked  him  in  vain. 
While  the  garrifon  made  reocated  failles  to  retard 

the 
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the  operations  of  the  befiegers,  the  Auftrian  Gene^  chap. 
ral  harraffed  their  foraging  parties,  fell  upon  diffe- . ^ 

rent  quarters  of  their  army  in  the  night,  and  kept  17^3. 
them  in  continual  alarm.  Neverthelefs,  the  King 
finifhed  his  firft  parallel ; and  proceeded  with  fuch 
vigour  as  feemed  to  promife  a fpeedy  redu61:ion  of 
the  place,  when  his  defign  was  entirely  fruftrated 
by  an  untoward  incident.  Marefchal  Daun,  having 
received  intelligence  that  a large  convoy  had  fet  out 
from  Silefia  for  the  Pruflian  camp,  refolved  to  feize 
this  opportunity  of  compelling  the  King  to  defift 
from  his  enterprize.  Hefent  General  Jahnus,  with 
a ftrong  body  of  troops,  towards  Bahrn,  and  ano- 
ther detachment  to  Stadtoliebe,  with  infbrudlions 
to  attack  the  convoy  on  different  fides  j while  he  ^ 
himfelf  advanced  towards  the  befiegers,  as  if  he  in- 
tended to  give  them  battle.  The  King  of  Pruffia, 
far  from  being  deceived  by  this  feint,  began,  from 
the  motions'  of  the  Auftrian  General,  to  fufped  his 
real  fcheme,  and  immediately  difpatched  General 
Ziethen,  with  a ftrong  reinforcement,  to  prote6t 
the  convoy,  which  was  efcorted  by  eight  battalions, 
and  about  four  thoufand  men,  who  had  been  fick, 
and  were  juft  recovered.  Before  this  officer  joined 
them,  the  convoy  had  been  attacked  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  June  ; but  the  affailants  were  repulfed 
with  confiderable  lofs.  Marefchal  Daun,  however, 
took  care  that  they  fliould  be  immediately  rein- 
forced and  next  day  the  attack  was  renewed  with 
much  greater  effed.  Four  hundred  waggons, 
guarded  by  four  battalions,  and  about  one  thoufand 
troopers,  had  juft  paffed  the  defiles  of  Dornftadt, 
when  the  Aiiftrians  charged  them  furioufly  on 
every  fide : the  communication  between  the  head 
and  the  reft  of  the  convoy  was  cut  off;  and 
General  Ziethen,  after  having  exerted  all  his 
efforts  for  its  prefervation,  being  obliged  to 
abandon  the  waggons,  retired  to  Troppau.  Thus 
the  whole  convoy  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
VoL.  IV,  A a enemy. 
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BOO  K enemy,  who  took  above  fix  hundred  prifoncrs,  to- 
, , gether  with  General  Putkammcr ; and  the  King  of 


J758.  ih  uflia  was  ol)liged  to  relinquifli  his  enterprize.  This 
was  a mortifying  neceffity  to  a Prince  of  his  high 
fpirit,  at  a time  when  he  law  himlelf  on  the  eve  of 
reducing  the  place,  notwithftanding  the  gallant  de- 
fence which  had  been  made  by  General  Marfhal,  the 
governor.  Nothing  now  remained  but  to  raife  the 
liege,  and  retire  without  lofs  in  the  face  of  a vigilant 
enemy,  prepared  to  feize  every  opportunity  of  ad-* 
vantage:  a talk  which,  how  hard  foever  it  may  ap- 
pear, he  performed  with  equal  dexterity  and  fuccefs. 
Inllead  of  retiring  intoSilefia,  he  refilved  to  avert 
the  war  from  his  own  dominions,  and  take  the  route 
of  Bohemia,  the  frontiers  of  which  were  left  unco- 
vered by  Marefchal  D aim’s  laft  motion,  when  he 
advanced  his  quarters  to  Pofnitz,  in  order  to  fuccour 
Olmutz  the  more  elfeflually.  After  the  King  had 
taken  his  meafures,  he  carefully  concealed  his  defign 
from  the  enemy,  and,  notwithftanding  the  lofs  of 
Ifis  convoy,  prolecuted  the  operations  of  the  fiege 
with  redoubled  vigour,  till  the  firft  day  of  July, 
when  he  decamped  in  the  night,  and  began  his 
march  to  Bohemia.  He  himlelf,  with  one  divifion, 

. took  the  road  to  Konitz;  and  Marefchal  Keith 
'■  having  brought  away  all  the  artillery,  except  four 
mortars,  and  one  difabled  cannon,  purfued  his  march 
by  the  way  of  Littau  to  Muglitz  and  Tribau.  Al- 
though his  PruHian  Majefty  had  gained  an  entire 
march  upon  the  Aullrians,  their  light  troops,  com- 
manded by  the  Generals  Buccow  and  Laudohn,  did 
not  fail  to  attend  and  harrafs  his  army  in  their  re- 
treat ; but  their  endeavours  were  in  a great  meafure 
frullrated  by  the  conduct  and  circumfpedtion  of  the 
Prullian  commanders.  After  the  rear  of  the  army 
had  paired  the  defiles  of  Krenaii,  General  Lafci, 
who  was  pofted  at  Gibau  with  a large  body,  of  Auf- 
crian  troops,  occupied  the  village  of  Krenau  with  a 
detachment  of  grenadiers,  who  were  foon  dillodged  j 


and 
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and  the  Prnffians  pnrfued  their  march  by  Zwittaii  chap. 
to  LeutomyfTcl,  where  they  feized  a magazine  of  ^ 
meal  and  forage.  In  the  mean  time.  General  de 
Ratzow,  who  condudted  the  provifions  and  artillery, 
found  the  hills  of  Hollitz  poflefled  by  the  enemy, 
who  cannonaded  him  as  he  advanced ; but  JVIarefchal 
Keith  coming  up,  ordered  him  to  be  attacked  in  the 
rear,  and  they  fled  into  a wood  with  precipitation, 
with  the  lofs  of  fix  officers  and  three  hundred  men, 
who  were  taken  prifoners.  While  the  Marefchal 
was  thus  employed,  the  King  proceeded  from  Leu- 
tomylfel  to  Koningfgratz,  where  General  Biiccow, 
who  had  got  the  ftart  of  him,  was  polled  with  feven 
thoufand  men  behind  the  Elbe,  and  in  the  entrench^ 
ments  which  they  had  thrown  up  all  round  the  city. 

The  Pruffian  troops  as  they  arrived  paffied  over  the 
little  river  Adler,  and  as  the  enemy  had  broken 
down  the  bridges  over  the  Elbe,  the  King  ordered 
them  to  be  repaired  with  all  expedition,  being  de- 
termined to  attack  the  Auftrian  entrenchments : but 
General  Buccow  did  not  wait  for  his  approach.  He 
abandoned  his  entrenchments,  and  retired  with  his 
troops  to  Clumetz ; fo  that  the  King  took  polTeffion 
of  the  moft  important  poll  of  Koningfgratz  without 
further  oppofition.  An  Auftrian  corps  having  taken 
poll  between  him  and  flollitz,  in  order  to  obftruct 
the  march  of  the  artillery,  he  advanced  againft  them 
in  perfon,  and  having  driven  them  from  the  place, 
all  his  cannon,  military  ftores,  provifion,  with  fifteen 
hundred  fick  and  wounded  men,  arrived  in  fafetv  at 
Koningfgratz,  where  the  whole  army  encamped. 

His  intention  was  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  from 
Moravia  to  Bohemia,  where  he  Ihould  be  able  to 
maintain  a more  eafy  communication  with  his  own 
dominions : but  a more  powerful  motive  foon  obliged 
him  to  change  his  refolution. 

§ XXXIV.  After  the  Ruffian  troops  under  Apraxin 
had  retreated  from  Pomerania  in  the  courfe  of  the 
preceding  year,  and  the  Czarina  feemed  ready  to 
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BOOK  change  her  fyftem,  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Ver» 
Lillies  had,  by  dint  of  fubfidies,  proinifes,  prefents, 
intrigues,  attached  her,  in  all  appearance,  more 
firmly  than  ever  to  the  confederacy,'  and  even  in- 
duced her  to  augment  the  number  of  troops  deftined 
to  act  againfl  the  Pruffian  Monarch.  She  not  only 
figned  her  accefllon  in  form  to  the  quadruple  alliance 
with  the  Emprefs-Queen  and  the  Kings  of  France 
and  Sweden ; but,  in  order  to  manifeft  her  zeal  to 
the  common  caufe,  die  difgraced  her  chancellor; 
Count  Beftuchef,  who  was  fuppofed  averfe  to  the 
war : die  divided  her  forces  into  feparate  bodies, 
under  the  command  of  the  Generals  Fermer  and 
Browne,  and  ordered  them  to  put"  their  troops  in 
motion  in  the  middle  of  winter.  Fermer  accord- 
ingly began  his  march  in  the  beginning  of  January, 
and  on  the  twenty-fecond  his  light  troops  took  pof- 
fedion  of  Koningfberg,  the  capital  of  Prudia,  with- 
out oppofition ; for  the  King’s  forces  had  quitted 
that  country,  in  order  to  profecute  the  war  in  the 
weftern  parts  of  Pomerania.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever, maintain  themfelves  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try; but,  after  having  ravaged  fome  diftrids,  re- 
turned to  the  main  body,  which  halted  on  the  Vif- 
tula,  to  the  no  fmall  difturbance  of  the  city  of  Dant- 
zick.  The  Refident  of  the  Czarina  adually  de- 
manded that  the  magiftrates  diould  receive  a Ruffian 
garrifon : a demand  which  they  not  only  perempto- 
rily refufed,  but  ordered  all  the  citizens  to  arms, 
and  took  every  other  method  to  provide  for  their  de- 
fence. At  length,  after  fome  negociation  with  Ge- 
neral Fermer,  the  affair  was  compromifed : he  de- 
fifted  from  the  demand,  and  part  of  his  troops  paffed 
the  Viftula,  feemingly  to  invade  Pomerania,  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  which  Count  Dohna  had  affembled 
an  army  of  Pruffians  to  oppofe  their  progrefs.  But 
after  they  had  pillaged  the  open  country,  they  re- 
joined their  main  body;  and  General  Fermer,  turn- 
ing to  the  left^  advanced  to  Silefia,  in  order  to  co- 
operate 
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0perate  with  the  other  Ruffian  army  commanded  by 
Browne,  who  had  taken  his  route  through  Poland, 
and  already  paffied  the  Pofna.  By  the  firft  of  July, 
both  bodies  had  reached  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  and 
fome  of  their  Coffiacks,  penetrating  into  that  pro- 
vince, had  committed  dreadful  ravages,  and  over- 
whelmed the  inhabitants  with  confternation.  Count 
Dohna,  with  the  Pruffian  army  under  his  command, 
had  attended  their  motions,  and  even  paffied  the 
Oder  at  Frankfort,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  give 
them  battle : but  he  was  too  much  inferior  in  num- 
ber to  hazard  fuch  a ftep,  which  became  an  object 
of  his  Sovereign’s  own  perfonal  attention.  Marefchal 
Daun  had  followed  the  King  into  Bohemia,  and,  on 
the  twenty-fecond  day  of  July,  encamped  on  the 
hills  of  Libifchau,  a fituation  almoft  inacceffiible, 
where  he  refolved  to  remain,  and  watch  the  motions 
of  the  Pruffiian  Monarch,  until  fome  opportunity 
ffiould  offier  of  a6ling  to  advantage.  Nature  feems 
to  have  exprefsly  formed  this  Commander  with  ta- 
lents to  penetrate  the  defigns,  embarrafs  the  genius, 
and  check  the  impctuohty  of  the  Pruffiian  Monarch. 
He  was  juftly  compared  to  Fabius  Maximus,  diftin- 
guiffied  by  the  epithet  of  Cundlator.  He  poffieffied 
all  the  vigilance,  caution,  and  fagacity  of  that  cele- 
brated Roman.  Like  him,  he  hovered  on  the  fkirts 
of  the  enemy,  harraffiing  their  parties,  accuftoming 
the  foldiers  to  ftri6l  difcipline,  hard  fervice,  and  the 
face  of  a formidable  foe,  and  watching  for  oppor- 
tunities which  he  knew  how  to  feize  with  equal  cou- 
rage and  celerity. 

§ XXXV.  The  King  of  Pruffiia,  being  induced 
by  a concurrence  of  motives  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
the  Ruffiians  in  Silefia,  made  his  difpofitions  for  re- 
treating from  Bohemia,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  day 
of  July  quitted  the  camp  at  Koningfgratz.  He  was 
attended  in  his  march  by  three  thoufand  Auflrian 
light  troops,  who  did  not  fail  to  incommode  his 
rear:  but  notwithftanding  thefe  impediments,  he 
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BOOK  paiTcd  the  Mittaii,  proceeded  on  his  route,  and  on 
the  ninth  day  of  Auguft  arrived  at  Landfliut.  From 
thence  he  haflened  with  a detachment  towards 
Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  and  joined  the  army  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-General  Dohna  at  Gorgas. 
Then  the  whole  army  paffed  the  Oder  by  a bridge 
thrown  over  it  at  Gatavife,  and  having  refted  one 
day,  advanced  to  Dertmitzel,  where  he  encamped. 
The  Ruffians,  under  General  Fermer,  were  polled  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  little  river  Mitzel,  their  right 
extending  to  the  village  of  Zwicker,  and  their  left  to 
Quertchem.  The  King  being  determined  to  hazard 
a battle,  paffed  the  Mitzel  on  the  twenty-fifth  in  the 
morning,  and  turning  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  drew 
up  his  army  in  order  of  battle  in  the  plain  between 
the  little  river  and  the  town  of  Zorndorf.  The 
Ruffians,  by  whom  he  was  outnumbered,  did  not 
decline  the  difpute  j but  as  the  ground  did  not  per- 
mit them  to  extend  themfelves,  they  appeared  ir\ 
four  lines,  forming  a front  on  every  fide,  defended 
by  cannon  and  a chevaux-de-frife,  their  right  flank 
covered  by  the  village  of  Zwicker.  After  a warm^ 
cannonade,  the  Pruffian  infantry  were  ordered  to  at- 
tack the  village,  and  a body  of  grenadiers  advanced 
to  the  affiault ; but  this  brigade  unexpedledly  giving 
way,  occafioned  a confiderable  opening  in  the  line, 
and  left  the  whole  left  flank  of  the  infantry  unco- 
vered. Before  the  enemy  could  take  advantage  of 
this  incident,  the  interval  was  filled  up  by  the  ca- 
valry under  the  command  of  General  Seydlitz;  and 
the  King,  with  his  ufual  prefence  of  mind,  fubftituted 
another  choice  body  of  troops  to  carry  on  the  attack. 
This  began  about  noon,  and  continued  for  fome  time, 
during  which  both  Tides  fought  with  equal  courage 
and  perfeverance : at  length  General  Seydlitz,  having 
routed  the  Ruffian  cavalry,  fell  upon  the  flank  of  the 
infantry  with  great  fury,  which  being  aifo  dreadfully 
annoyed  by  the  Pruffian  artillery,  they  abandoned 
the  village,  together  with  their  military  chefl,  and 

X^reat 

to 
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great  part  of  their  baggage.  Notwithftanding  this  C H a P. 
lofs,  which  had  greatly  difordered  their  right  wing, ^ 
they  continued  to  ftand  their  ground,  and  terrible  ,758, 
havock  was  made  among  them,  not  only  w'ith  the 
fword  and  bayonet,  but  alio  by  the  cannon,  which 
were  loaded  with  grape  fhot,  and  being  excellently 
ferved,  did  great  execution.  Towards  evening  the 
confufion  among  them  increafed  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  in  all  probability  they  would  have  been  entirely 
routed,  had  they  not  been  favoured  by  the  approach- 
ing darknefs,  as  w'ell  as  by  a particular  operation 
which  was  very  gallantly  performed.  One  of  the 
Ruflian  Generals  perceiving  the  fortune  of  the  day 
turned  againft  them,  rallied  a fele6l  body  of  troops, 
and  made  a vigorous  imprefilon  on  the  right  wing  of 
the  PrufTians.  This  effort  diverted  their  attention  fo 
ftrongly  to  that  quarter,  that  the  right  of  the  Ruf- 
fians enjoyed  a refpite,  during  which  they  retired  in 
tolerable  order,  and  occupied  a new  poll  on  the 
right,  where  the  reft  of  their  forces  were  the  more 
cafily  affembled.  In  this. battle  they  are  faid  to  have 
loft  above  fifteen  thoufand  men,  thirty-feven  colours, 
five  ftandards,  twelve  mprtars,  the  greater  part  of 
their  baggage,  and  above  one  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon.  Among  the  prifoners  that  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  vidlor,  were  feveral  general  officers, 
and  a good  number  loft  their  lives  on  the  field  of 
batde.  The  vidlory  coft  the  King  above  two  thou- 
fand men,  including  fome  officers  of  diftindlion, 
particularly  two  aides-du-camp,  who  attended  his 
own  pcrfon,  which  he  expofed  without  fcruple  to  all 
the  perils  of  the  day.  It  would  have  redounded  ftill' 
more  to  his  glory,  had  he  put  a ftop  to  the  carnage.; 
for  after  all  refiftance  was  at  an  end,  the  wretched 
Ruffians  w-ere  hewn  down  without  mercy.  It  muft 
be  owned,  indeed,  that  the  Pruffian  foldiers  were  in 
a peculiar  manner  exafperated  againft  this  enemy, 
becaufe  they  had  laid  wafte  the  country,  burned  the 
villages,  ruined  the  peafants,  and  committed  many 

A a 4 horrid 
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BOOK  horrid  afts  of  barbarity,  which  the  praftice  of  war 
^ could  not  authorife*.  The  Pruffian  army  pafled 
the  night  under  arms,  and  next  morning  the  can- 
nonade 


* A detail  of  the  cruelties  committed  by  thofe  barbarians  cannot 
be  read  without  horror.  They  not  only  burned  a great  nu/nber  of 
villages,  but  they  ravithed,  rifled,  murdered,  and  mutilated  the  inha- 
bitants, without  diftinftion  of  age  or  fex,  without  any  other  provo- 
cation or  incitement  than  brutal  lufl:  and  wantonnefs  of  barbarity. 
They  even  violated  the  fepulclires  of  the  dead,  which  have  been  held 
I'acr.ed  among  the  moft  lavage  nations*  At  Camin  and  Breckholtz 
they  forced  open  the  graves  and  fepulchral  vaults,  dhd  ftripped  the 
bodies  of  the  Generals  Schlaberndorf  and  Ruitz,  which  had  been 
depofited  there.  But  the  collefted  force  of  their  vengeance  was  dif- 
charged  againft  Cuftrin,  the  capital  of  the  New  Marche  of  Branden- 
burgh,  fltuated  at  the  conflux  of  the  Warta  and  the  Oder,  about 
fifteen  Engliflt  miles  from  Frankfort.  The  particulars  of  the  difafter 
that  befell  this  city  are  pathetically  related  in  the  following  extrafts 
from  a letter  written  by  an  inhabitant  and  eye-witnefs, 

“ On  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft,  about  three  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, a Hidden  report  was  fpread  that  a body  of  Ruffian  huflars  and 
coflacks  appeared  in  fight  of  the  little  fuburb.  All  the  people  were 
immediately  in  motion,  and  the  whole  city  was  filled  with  terrour, 
efpccially  as  we  were  certainly  informed  that  the  whole  Riilfian  army 
was  advancing  from  Meferick  and  Konigfwalda,  by  the  way  of 
Landfbeig.  A reinforcement  was  immediately  fent  to  our  piquet- 
giiaid  in  the  fuburb,  amounting,  by  this  jun6fion,  to  three  hundred 
men,  who  were  foon  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  the  fkirmifli  lafted 
from  four  till  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening.  During  this  difpute,  we 
could  plainly  perceive,  from  our  ramparts  and  church-fteeple,  feveral 
perfons  of  diftinflion,  mounted  onEnglifh  horfes,  reconnoitring  oup 
fortification  through  perfpeftive  glafles.  They  retired,  however, 
when  our  cannon  began  to  fire : then  our  piquet  took  pofiefiion  of 
<heir  former  poll:  in  the  fuburb}  and  the  reinforcement  we  had  fent 
from  the  city  returned,  after  having  broke  down  the  bridge  over  the 
Oder.  Next  day  Count  Dohna,  who  commanded  the  army  near 
Frankfort,  fent  in  a reinforcement  of  four  battalions,  ten  fquadrons, 
and  a fmall  body  of  huffars,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Scherleminer.  The  hufi'ars  and  a body  of  dragoons  were 
added  to  the  piquet  of  the  little  fuburb  } the  four  battalions  pitched 
their  tents  on  the  Anger,  between  the  fuburb  and  the  fortification ; 
and  the  reft  of  the  dragoons  remained  in  the  field,  to  cover  the  long 
fuburb.  General  Scherleminer,  attended  by  our  Governor,  Colonel 
Schuck,  went  with  a fmall  party  to  obferve  tlie  enemy  } but  were 
obliged  to  retire,  and  were  puifued  by  the  coflTacks  to  the  walls  of 
the  city.  Between  four  and  five  o’clock  next  morning  the  poor  ia- 
liabitants  were  roufed  from  their  fleep  by  the  noife  of  the  cannon, 
intermingled  with  the  difmal  ftirieks  and  hideous  yelling’s  of  the 
coftacks  belonging  to  the  Rufllan  array.  Alarmed  at  this  horrid 
noife,  I afcendcd  the  church-fteeple,  from  whence  I beheld  the  vvhole 
plain,  extending  from  the  little  fuburb  to  the  foreft,  covered  with 
the  enemy’s  troops,  and  our  light  horfe,  fapported  by  the  infantry,  en- 
gaged in  different  places  with  their  irregulars.  At  eight  J deferied  a 
lady  of  the  eneniy’sinfautry,  whofe  van  confifted  of  four  or  five  thou- 
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nonade  was  renewed  againft  the  enemy,  who,  never-  C ha  p . 
thelefs,  maintained  that  pofition,  without  flinching.  ’ 
On  the  twenty-feventh,  they  feemed  determined  to  1758. 

hazard 

fand  men,  advancing  towards  the  vineyard,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
which  they  had  railed  occafionai  battei  ies  in  the  preceding  evening  ; 
from  thefe  they  now  played  on  our  piquet-guard  and  huflars,  who 
were  obliged  to  retire.  They  then  fired,  en  ricochet,  on  the  tents  and 
baggage  of  the  four  battalions  encamped  on  the  Anger,  who  were 
all'o  compelled  to  retreat.  Having  thus  cleared  the  environs,  they 
threw  into  the  city  fuch  a number  of  bombs  and  red-hot  bullets, 
that  by  nine  in  the  morning  it  was  let  on  fire  in  three  different 
places  ; and  the  ftreets  being  narrow,  burned  with  fuch  fury,  that 
all  our  endeavours  to  extinguilb  it  proved  ineffectual.  At  this  time 
the  whole  atmofphere  appeared  like  a Ihower  of  fiery  rain  and  hail  9 
and  the  miferable  inhabitants  thought  of  nothing  but  faring  their 
lives  by  running  into  the  open  fields.  The  whole  place  was  filled 
with  terrour  and  confternation,  and  refounded  with  the  Oirieks  of 
women  and  children,  who  ran  about  in  the  utinolf  diftraCtion,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fliot  and  the  bomb  ffiells,  which,  burlting,  tore  in 
pieces  every  thing  that  ftood  in  their  way.  As  I led  my  wife,  with 
a young  child  in  her  arms,  and  drove  the  reft  of  my  children  and 
fervants  half  naked  before  me,  thole  inftruments  of  death  and  de- 
vaftation  fell  about  us  like  hail  j but,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  we  all 
efcaped  unhurt.  Nothing  could  be  more  melancholy  and  affecting  than 
a fight  of  the  wretched  people,  flying  in  crouds,  and  leaving  their  all 
behind,  while  they  rent  the  fky  with  their  lamentations.  Many  women 
of  diftinCtiou  I faw  without  fhoes  and  ftockings,  and  almoft  without 
clothes,  who  had  been  roufed  from  their  beds,  and  ran  out  naked  into 
the  ftreets.  When  my  family  had  reached  the  open  plain  I endeavoured 
to  return,  and  fave  fome  of  my  effefts  ; but  I could  not  force  my  way 
through  a multitude  of  people,  thronging  out  at  the  gate,  fome  ficl^ 
and  bed  ridden  perfons  being  carried  on  horfeback  and  in  carriages, 
and  otliers  conveyed  on  the  backs  of  their  friends,  through  a molt 
dreadful  fcene  of  horror  and  defolation.  A great  number  of  fami- 
lies from  the  open  country,  and  defencelefs  towns  in  Pruffia  and 
Pomerania,  had  come  hither  for  ftielterwith  themoft  valuable  effeCls, 
when  the  Ruffians  firft  entered  the  King’s  territories.  Thefe,  as 
well  as  the  inhabitants,  are  all  ruined;  and  many,  who  a few  days 
ago  poflTefled  confiderable  wealth,  are  now  reduced  to  the  utmoft  in- 
digence, The  neighbouring  towns  and  villages  were  foon  crouded 
with  the  people  of  Cuftrin  ; the  roads  were  filled  with  objeCls  of 
mifery;  and  nothing  was  feen  but  nakednefs  and  defpair;  nothing 
heard  but  the  cries  of  hunger,  fear,  and  diftraCfion.  For  my  owa 
part,  I ftayed  all  night  at  Gohz,  and  then  proceeded  for  Berlin, 

Cuftrin  is  now  a heap  of  ruins.  The  great  magazine,  the  Governor’s 
houfe,  the  church,  the  palace,  the  Itore  and  artillery  houfes,  in  a 
word,  the  old  and  new  towns,  the  fuburbs,  and  all  the  bridges,  were 
reduced  to  alhes ; nay,  after  the  alhes  were  deftroyed,  the  piles  and 
fferlings  were  burned  to  the  water’s  edge.  The  writings  of  all  the 
colleges,  together  with  the  archives  of  the  country,  were  totally  con- 
sumed, together  with  a prodigious  magazine  of  corn  and  flour,  va- 
lued at  fome  millions  of  crowns.  The  cannon  in  the  arfenal  were 
all  mslted  j and  the  loaded  bombs  and  cartridges,  with  a large  quan- 
t tit/ 
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BOOK  hazard  another  aclion,  and  even  attack  the  conv 
^ querors:  inflead  of  advancing,  however,  they  took 
J758.  the  route  of  Landfberg ; but  afterwards  turned 
off  towards  Vietzel,  and  polled  themfelves  between 
the  rivers  Warta  and  that  village.  Innmediately 
after  the  battle.  General  Fermer%  who  had  re- 
ceived a flight  wound  in  the  adtion,  fent  a trumpet, 
with  a letter  to  Lieutenant-General  Dohna,  defiring 
a fufpenfion  of  arms  for  two  or  three  days  to  bury 
the  dead,  and  take  care  of  the  wounded ; and  pre- 
fenting  to  his  Pruflian  Majefly  the  humble  requeft 
of  General  Browne,  who  was  much  weakened  with 
the  lofs  of  blood,  that  he  might  have  a palTport,  by 
virtue  of  which  he  could  be  removed  to  a place  where 
he  fhould  find  fuch  accommodation  as  his  fituation 
required.  In  anfwer  to  this  meffage.  Count  Dohna 
gave  the  Ruflian  General  to  underlland,  that  as  his 
Pruflian  Majelly  remained  mailer  of  the  field,  he 
would  give  the  neceflary  orders  for  interring  the 
dead,  and  taking  care  of  the  wounded  on  both  fides; 
he  refufed  a fufpenfion  of  arms,  but  granted  the  re- 
quell of  General  Browne  j and  concluded  his  letter, 
by  complaining  of  the  outrages  which  the  Ruflian 
troops  ftill  continued  to  commit,  in  pillaging  and 
burning  the  King’s  villages. 

§ XXXVL 

tity  of  gunpowder,  went  off  at  once  with  a inoft  horrible  explofion. 
A great  number  of  the  inhabitants  are  milling,  fiippofed  to  have 
perilhed  in  the  flames,  or  under  the  ruins  of  the  boufes,  or  to  have 
been  luffocattd  in  fubterraneous  vaults  and  caverns,  to  which  they 
bad  fled  for  fafety.” 

Nothing  could  be  more  inhuman,  or  contrary  to  the  prafliceofa 
generous  enemy,  than  Inch  vengeance  wreaked  upon  the  innocent  in- 
habitants j for  the  Ruffians  did  not  begin  to  batter  the  fortifications 
until  all  the  reft  of  the  place  was  deftroyed.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
campaign,  the  Ruffian  coflacks  are  faid  to  have  plundered  and 
burned  fourteen  large  towns  and  two  hundred  villages,  and  wan* 
touly  butchered  above  two  thoufand  defencelefs  women  and  children. 
Such  monfters  of  barbarity  ought  to  be  excluded  from  all  the  privi- 
leges of  human  nature,  and  hunted  down  as  wild  beafts,  without 
pity  or  ceffirtion.  What  infamy  ought  thofe  powers  to  incur,  who 
employ  and  encourage  fuch  ruthlels  barbarians. 

* General  Fermer  was  of  Scouiffi  extra£l,  and  General 
aftually  a native  of  North-Britain, 
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’§  XXXVI.  The  King  of  PrufTia  had  no  fooner  chap. 
repiilfed  the  enemy  in  one  quarter  than  his  prefence 
was  required  in  another.  When  he  quitted  Bohe- 
mia,  Marefchal  Daun,  at  the  head  of  the  Auftrian 
army,  and  the  Prince  de  Deuxponts,  who  com- 
manded the  forces  of  the  Empire,  advanced  to  the 
Edbe,  in  order  to  furround  the  King’s  brother  Prince 
Henry,  who,  without  immediate  fuccour,  would 
not  have  been  able  to  preferve  his  footing  in  Saxony. 

The  PrulTian  monarch,  therefore,  determined  to, 
fupport  him  with  all  polTible  expedition.  In  a few 
days  after  the  battle,  he  began  his  march  from  Cuf- 
trin  with  a reinforcement  of  twenty-four  battalions 
and  great  part  of  his  cavalry,  and  purfued  his  route 
with  fuch  unwearied  diligence,  that  by  the  fifth  day 
of  September  he  reached  Torgau,  and  on  the  eleventh 
joined  his  brother.  Marefchal  Daun  had  polled  him- 
felf  at  Stolpen,  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Elbe,  in 
order  to  preferve  an  eafy  communication  with  the 
army  of  the  Empire  encamped  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Koningftein,  to  favour  the  operations  of 
General  Laudohn,  who  had  advanced  through  the. 

Lower  Lufatia  to  the  frontiers  of  Brandenburgh ; 
to  make  a diverfion  from  the  fouthern  parts  of 
Silefia,  where  a body  of  Auftrian  troops  acled  under 
the  command  of  the  Generals  Haarache  and  De 
Ville ; and  to  interrupt  the  communication  between 
Prince  Henry  and  the  capital  of  Saxony.  On  the 
fifth  day  of  September,  the  garrifon  in  the  ftrong 
fortrefs  of  Koningftein  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
foners  of  war,  after  a very  feeble  refiftance,  to  the 
Prince  de  Deuxponts,  who  forthwith  took  pofteflion 
of  the  ftrong  camp  at  Pirna.  When  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  therefore,  ar*rived  at  Drefden,  he  found 
the  army  of  the  empire  in  this  pofition,  and  Mare- 
fchal Daun  in  a ftill  ftronger  fituation  at  Stolpen, 
with  bridges  of  communication  thrown  over  the 
Elbe,  fo  that  he  could  not  attack  them  with  any 
profped  of  advantage.  He  had  no  other  refolution 
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BOOK  to  take  but  that  of  endeavouring  to  cut  them  oE 
from  fupphes  of  provifion,  and  with  this  view  he 
marched  to  Bautzen,  which  he  occupied.  This 
motion  obliged  the  Auftrian  General  to  quit  his 
camp  at  Stolpen,  but  he  chofe  another  of  equal 
ftrength  at  Libau ; yet  he  afterwards  advanced  to 
Rittilitz,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  feize  the  firft  fa- 
vourable occafion  of  executing  the  refolution  he  had 
formed  to  attack  the  PrulTians,  The  King  having 
detached  General  Ratzow  on  his  left,  to  take  pof- 
fefTion  of  Weiffenberg,  marched  forwards  with  the 
body  of  his  army,  and  polled  himfelf  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hochkirchen,  after  having  diflodged 
the  Auftrians  from  that  village.  Matters  were  now 
brought  to  fuch  a delicate  crifis,  that  a battle  feemed 
inevitable,  and  equally  defired  by  both  parties,  as 
an  event  that  would  determine  whether  the  Auftrians 
ftiould  be  obliged  to  retreat  for  winter-quarters  into 
Bohemia,  or  be  enabled  to  maintain  their  ground 
in  Saxony.  ' In  this  fituation  Marefchal  Daun  re- 
folved  to  a6l  ofFenfively,  and  formed  a fcheme  for 
attacking  the  right  flank  of  the  Prufiians  by  fur- 
prife.  This  meafure  was  fuggefted  to  him  by  an 
overfight  of  the  Pruftians,  who  had^negledled  to 
occupy  the  heights  that  commanded  the  village  of 
J-Iochkirchen,  which  was  only  guarded  by  a few 
free  companies.  He  determined  to  take  the  advan- 
tage of  a very  dark  night,  and  to  employ  the  flower 
of  his  whole  army  on  this  important  fervice,  well 
knowing,  that  fhould  they  penetrate  through  the 
flank  of  the  enemy,  the  whole  PrufTian  army  would 
be  difconcerted,  and  in  all  probability  entirely  ruined. 
Having  taken  his  meafures  with  wonderful  fecrecy 
and  circumfpedlion,  the  troops  began  to  move  in 
the  night  between  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of 
Odlober,  favoured  by  a thick  fog,  which  greatly 
• irlcreafed  the  darknefs  of  the  night.  Their  firft  care 
was  to  take  pofTelTion  of  the  hill  that  commanded 
Hochkirchen,  from  whence  they  poured  down  upon 
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the  village,  of  which  they  took  pofleiTion,  after  hav-  chap. 
ing  cut  in  pieces  the  free  companies  polled  there. 

I'he  a6lion  began  in  this  quarter  about  four  in  the  475^ 
morning,  and  continued  fcveral  hours  with  great 
fury,  for,  notwithftanding  the  impetuous  efforts  of 
the  Auftrian  troops,  and  the  confufion  occafioned 
among  the  Pruflians  by  the  furprife,  a vigorous  Hand 
was  made  by  Tome  general  officers,  who,  with  ad- 
mirable expedition  and  prefence  of  mind,  alTembled 
and  arranged  the  troops  as  they  could  take  to  their 
arms,  and  led  them  up  to  the  attack  v/ithout  dillinc- 
tion  of  regiment,  place,  or  precedence.  While  the 
adlion  was  obflinately  and  defperately  maintained  in 
this  place,  amidfb  all  the  horrors  of  darknefs,  car- 
nage, and  confufion,  the  King  being  alarmed,  ex- 
erted all  his  perfonal  a6livity,  addrefs,  and  recol- 
lection, in  drawing  regularity  from  diforder,  arrang- 
ing the  different  corps,  altering  politions,  reinforc- 
ing weak  polls,  - encouraging  the  foldiery,  and  oppo- 
fing  the  effiirts  of  the  enemy ; for  although  they  made 
their  chief  impreffion  upon  the  right,  by  the  village 
of  Flochkirchen,  Marefchal  Daun,  in  order  to  di- 
vide the  attention  of  the  King,  made  another  attack 
upon  the  left,  which  was  with  difficulty  fullained, 
and  effeClually  prevented  him  from  fending  reinforce- 
ments to  the  right,  where  Marefchal  Keith,  under 
the  greatell  difadvantages,  bore  the  brunt  of  the 
enemy’s  chief  endeavours.  Thus  the  battle  raged 
till  nine  in  the  morning,  when  this  gallant  officer 
was  ffiot  through  the  heart.  Prince  Francis  of 
Brunfwick  had  met  with  the  fame  fates  Prince 
Maurice  of  Anhalt  was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner, 
and  many  others  were  either  flain  or  difabled.  As 
the  right  wing  had  been  furprifed,  the  tents  continued 
Handing,  and  greatly  embarraffed  them  in  their  de- 
fence. The  foldiers  had  never  been  properly  drawn 
up  in  order ; the  enemy  flill  perfevered  in  their  at- 
tack with  fucceffive  reinforcements  and  redoubled 
refolutionj  and  a confiderable  (laughter  was  made 
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: by  their  artillery,  which  they  had  brought  up  td  the 
heights  of  Hochkirchen.  All  thefe  circumftances 
^ concurring,  could  not  fail  to  increafe  the  confufioit 
and  difafter  of  the  Pruffians  j fo  that  about  ten  the 
King  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Dobrefchutz^  with  the 
lofs  of  fcven  thoufand  menj  of  all  his  tents^  and  part 
of  his  baggage.  Nor  had  the  Auftrian  General 
much  caufe  to  boaft  of  his  vidlory.  His  lofs  of  men 
was  pretty  near  equal  to  that  of  the  Pruflian  mo- 
narch : and,  whatever  reputation  he  might  have  ac- 
quired in  foiling  that  enterprifing  Prince,  certainly 
his  defign  did  not  take  efFe6l  in  its  full  extent,  for 
the  Pruffians  were  next  day  in  a condition  to  hazard 
another  engagement.  The  King  of  Pruffia  had  fuf- 
tained  no  damage  which  he  could  not  eafily  repair, 
texcept  the  death  of  Marefchal  Keith,  which  was 
idoubtlefs  an  irreparable  misfortune 

§ XXXVIL 


**  A«  very  little  notice  xvas  taken,  in  the  detail  publiflied  by  au- 
thority of  any  part  which  this  great  man  afted  in  the  battle  of 
Hochkirchen,  and  a report  was  induftrioufly  circulated  in  this  king- 
dom, that  he  was  furprifed  in  his  tent,  naked,  and  half  afleep,  we 
think  it  the  duty  of  a candid  hiftorian  to  vindicate  his  memory  and 
reputation  from  the  foul  afperfion  thrown  by  the  perfidious  and  illiberal 
hand  of  envious  malice,  or  elfe  contrived  to  fcreen  fome  other  cha- 
racter from  the  imputation  of  mifconduCt.  This  tafk  we  are  enabled 
to  perform  by  a gentleman  of  candour  and  undoubted  credit,  who 
learned  the  following  particulars  at  Berlin  from  a perfon  that  was  eye- 
witnefs  of  the  whole  tranfaClion.  Field-Marefcbal  Keith,  who  ar- 
rived in  the  camp  the  very  day  that  preceded  the  battle,  difapproved 
of  the  fjtuation  of  the  Pruflian  army,  and  remonftrated  to  the  King 
on  that  fubjeCl.  In  confequence  of  his  advice,  a certain  General 
was  fent  with  a detachment  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  heights  that 
commanded  the  village  of  Hochkirchen  j but  by  fome  fatality  he 
mifearried.  Marefchal  Keith  was  not  in  any  tent,  but  lodged  with 
Prince  Francis  of  Brunfwick,  in  a houfe  belonging  to  a Saxon  ma- 
jor. When  the  firft  alarm  was  given  in  the  night,  he  inftantly 
inounted  his  horfe,  aflembled  a body  of  the  neareft  troops,  and 
marched  direClly  to  the  place  that  was  attacked.  The  Auflrians  had 
taken  poffeflion  of  the  hill  which  the  Pruflian  officer  was  fent  to  oc- 
cupy, and  this  they  fortified  with  cannon  : then  they  made  themfelves 
matters  of  the  village  In  which  the  free  companies  of  Anginelli  had 
been  polled.  Marefchal  Keith  immediately  conceived  the  defign  of 
the  Aultrian  General,  and  knowing  the  importance  of  this  place, 
thither  direfted  ail  his  efforts.  He  in  perfon  led  on  the  troops  to  the 
attack  of  the  village,  from  whence  he  drove  the  enemy;  but  being 
overpowered  by  numbers  continually  pouring  down  from  the  hills, 
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§ XXXVII.  His  PrufTian  Majefty  remained  with  chap. 
his  army  ten  days  at  Dobrefchutz,  during  which  he 
endeavoured  to  bring  the,Auftrians  to  a fecond  en- 
gagement,  but  Count  Daun  declined  the  invitation, 
and  kept  his  forces  advantageoufly  polled  on  emi- 
nences 

he  was  obliged  to  retire  in  his  turn.  He  rallied  his  men,  returned  to 
the  charge,  and  regained  pofl'eflion  of  the  place : being  again  re- 
pulfed  byfrelh  reinforcements  of  the  enemy,  he  made  another  effort, 
entered  the  village  a third  time,  and  finding  it  untenable,  ordered  it 
to  be  fet  on  fire.  Thus  he  kept  the  Auftrians  at  bay,  and  main- 
tained a defperate  conflict  againfl:  the  flower  of  the  Auftrian  army, 
from  four  in  the  morning  till  nine,  when  the  Pruflians  were  formed, 
and  began  to  file  oft'  in  their  retreat.  During  the  whole  difpute  he 
rallied  the  troops  in  perfon,  charged  at  their  head,  and  expofed  hi* 
life  in  the  hotteft  of  a dreadful  fire,  like  a private  captain  of  grena- 
diers, He  found  it  neceffary  to  exert  himfelf  in  this  manner,  the 
better  to  remove  the  bad  effefts  of  the  confufion  that  prevailed,  and 
in  order  to  infpirit  the  troops  to  their  utmoft  exertion  by  his  voice, 
prefence,  and  example.  Even  when  dangeroufly  wounded,  at  eight 
in  the  morning,  he  refufed  to  quit  the  field;  but  continued  to  figna- 
life  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  the  carnage  until  nine,  when  he  received  a 
fecond  fliot  in  his  breaft,  and  fell  fpeechlefs  into  the  arms  of  Mr. 

Tibay,  an  Englifli  volunteer,  who  had  attended  him  during  the  whole 
campaign.  This  gentleman,  who  was  likewife  wounded,  applied  to 
a Pruflian  officer  for  a file  of  men  to  remove  the  Marefchal,  being 
uncertain  whether  he  was  entirely  deprived  of  life.  His  requeft  was 
granted ; but  the  foldiers,  in  advancing  to  the  fpot,  were  counter- 
manded by  another  officer.  He  afterwards  fpoke  on  the  fame  fubjeft 
to  one  of  the  Pruffian  Generals,  a German  prince,  as  he  chanced 
to  pafs  on  horfe-back;  when  Mr.  Tibay  told  him  the  Field-Mare- 
fchal  was  lying  wounded  on  the  field,  he  alked  if  his  wounds  were 
mortal ; and  the  other  anfwering  he  was  afraid  they  were,  the  Prince 
fluugged  up  his  flioulders,  and  rode  off  without  further  queltion. 

The  body  of  this  great  officer,  being  thus  fhamefully  abandoned, 
was  foon  ft  ripped  by  the  Auftrian  ftragglers,  and  lay  expofed  and 
undiftinguiftied  on  the  field  of  battle.  In  this  fituation  it  was  per- 
ceived by  Count  Lafci,  fon  of  the  General  of  that  name,  with  whom 
Marefchal  Keith  had  ferved  in  Ruffia.  This  young  Count  had 
been  the  Marefcbal’s  pupil,  and  revered  him  as  his  military  father, 
though  employed  in  the  Auftrian  fervice.  He/recogniied  the  body  by 
the  large  fear  of  a dangerous  wound,  which  General  Keith  had  re- 
ceived in  his  thigh  at  the  fiege  of  Ockzakow,  and  could  not  help 
burfting  into  tears  to  fee  his  honoured  mafter  thus  extended  at  his 
feet,  a naked,  lifelefs,  and  deferted  corps.  He  forthwith  caufed  the 
body  to  be  covered,  and  interred.  It  was  afterwards  taken  up,  and 
decently  buried  by  the  curate  of  Hochkirchen  j and,  finally,  removed 
to  Berlin  by  order  of  the  King  of  Prulfia,  who  beftowed  upon  it  thofe 
funeral  honours  that  were  due  to  the  dignified  rank  and  tranfeendent 
merit  of  the  deceafed  ; merit  fo  univerlally  acknowledged,  that  even 
the  Saxons  lamented  him  as  their  beft  friend  and  patron,  who  pro» 
tefted  them  from  violence  and  outrage,  even  while  he  afted  a princi- 
pal part  in  fubje^ling  them  to  the  dominion  of  his  fovereign. 
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BOOK  nences  planted  with  artillery.  His  aim  having  b^en 
fruftrated  at  Hochkirchen,  where  he  fought  with 
many  advantages  on  his  fide,  he  would  not  hazard 
another  battle  upon  equal  terms,  with  fuch  an  enter- 
prifing  enemy,  rendered  more  vigilant  by  the  check 
he  had  received,  already  reinforced  from  the  army  of 
Prince  Henry,  and  eager  for  an  opportunity  to  re- 
trieve the  laurel  which  had  been  fnatched  from  him 
by  the  wiles  of  ftratagem,  rather  than  by  the  hand  of 
valour.  Count  Daun  having  nothing  more  to  hope 
from  the  active  operations  of  his  own  army,  con- 
tented himfelf  with  amufing  the  Pruffian  monarch  in 
Lufatia,  while  the  Auftrian  Generals,  Harfche  and 
De  Ville,  fhould  profecute  the  redu6tion  of  Neifs 
and  Cofel,  in  Silefia,  which  they  now  aflually  in- 
vefted.  As  the  Pruffian  monarch  could  not  fpare 
detachments  to  oppofe  every  different  corps  of  his 
enemies  that  adled  againft  him  in  different  parts  of 
his  dominions,  he  refolved  to  make  up  in  adlivity 
what  he  wanted  in  number,  and  if  poffible  to  raife 
the  fiege  of  Neifs  in  perfon.  With  this  view  he  de- 
camped from  Dobrefchutz,  and  in  fight  of  the 
enemy  marched  to  Gorlitz  w'ithout  the  leaft  inter- 
ruption. From  thence  he  proceeded  towards  Silefia 
with  his  ufual  expedition,  notwithftanding  all  the 
endeavours  and  adivity  of  General  Laudohn,  who 
harraffed  the' rear  of  the  Pruffians,  and  gained  fome 
petty  advantages  over  them.  Count  Daun  not  only 
fent  this  detached  corps  to  retard  them  in  their 
march ; but  at  the  fame  time,  by  another  route, 
detached  a ftrong  reinforcement  to  the  army  of  the 
befiegers.  In  the  mean  time  having  received  intel- 
ligence that  the  army  of  Prince  Henry  in  Saxony  was 
conliderably  weakened,  he  himfelf  marched  thither, 
in  hopes  of  expelling  the  Prince  from  that  country, 
and  reducing  the  capital  in  the  King’s  abfence.  In- 
deed, his  defigns  were  ftill  more  extenhve,  for  he 
propofed  to  reduce  Drefden,  Leipfick,  and  Torgau 
at  the  fame  time  3 the  hrft  with  the  main  body  un- 
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der  his  own  direction,  the  fecond  by  the  army  ofCHAP/ 
the  Empire  under  the  Prince  de  Deuxponts,  and  the,_  j 
third  by  a corps  under  General  Haddick,  while  the 
forces  diredled  by  Laudohn  fhould  exclude  the  King 
from  Lufatia.  In  execution  of  this  plan  he  marched 
direftly  to  the  Elbe,  which  he  palTed  at  Pirna,  and 
advanced  to  Drefden,  which  he  hoped  would  fur- 
render  without  putting  him  to  the  trouble  of  a formal 
fiege.  The  army  of  Prince  Henry  had  already  re- 
tired to  the  weftward  of  this  capital,  before  the 
Prince  de  Deuxponts,  who  had  found  means  to  cut 
off  his  communication  with  Leipfick,  and  even  in- 
veiled  that  city.  During  thefe  tranfaflions.  Gene- 
ral Haddick  advanced  againft  Torgaii. 

§ XXXVIII.  The  Field-Marefchal  Count  Daun 
appearing  on  the  fixth  day  of  November  within, 
fight  of  Drefden,  at  the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  men, 
encamped  next  day  at  Lockowitz,  and  on  the  eighth 
his  advanced  troops  attacked  the  Pruffian  huffars 
and  independent  battalions,  which  were  polled  at 
Strieffen  and  Gruenewiefe.  Count  Schmettau,  who 
commanded  the  garrifon,  amounting  to  ten  thou- 
fand men,  apprehenfive  that,  in  the  courfe  of  fkir- 
mifhing,  the  Auflrian  troops  might  enter  the  fuburbs 
pellmell,  polled  Colonel  Itzenplitz,  with  feven  hun^ 
dred  men,  in  the  redoubts  that  furrounded  the 
fuburbs,  that  in  cafe  of  emergency  they  might  fup- 
port  the  irregulars  : at  the  fame  time,  as  the  houfes 
.that  conflituted  the  fuburbs  were  generally  fo  high 
as  to  overlook  the  ramparts,  and  command  the  city, 
he  prepared  combuftibles  and  gave  notice  to  the 
magiftrates  that  they  w^ould  be  fet  on  fire  as  foon  as 
an  Auflrian  fhould  appear  within  the  place.  This 
mufl  have  been  a dreadful  declaration  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  fuburbs,  which  compofe  one  of  the 
mofl  elegant  towns  in  Eurooe.  In  thefe  houfes, 
which  were  generally  lofty  and  m.agnificent,  the 
fafhionable  and  wealthy  clafs  of  people  refided,  and 
here  a number  of  artiEs  carried  on  a variety  of  curi- 
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ous  inanufaftnres.  In  vain  the  inagiftrates  implored 
the  mercy  and  forbearance  of  the  Priiffian  Governor, 
and  reprefented,  in  the  moft  fubmifTive  Ilrain,  that 
as  they  were  unconcerned  in  the  war,  they  hoped 
they  fliouid  be  exempted  from  the  horrors  of  de- 
vaftation.  In  vain  the  royal  family,-  who  remained 
at  Drefdcn,  conjured  him  to  Ipare  that  lafh  refuge 
of  diftreffed  royalty,  and  allov/  them  at  leaft  afecure 
refidence,  fince  they  were  deprived  of  every  other 
comfort.  He  continued  inflexible,  or  rather  deter- 
mined to  execute  the  orders  of  his  m after,  which  in- 
deed he  could  not  difobey  with  any  regard  to  his  own 
fafety.  On  the  ninth  day  of  November,  about  noon, 
the  Auftrian  vanguard  attacked  the  advanced  poft  of 
the  garrifon,  repelled  the  huifars,  drove  the  inde- 
pendent battalions  into  the  fuburbs,  and  forced  three 
of  the  redoubts,  while  their  cannon  played  upon  the 
town.  The  Governor  expedling  a vigorous  attack 
next  day,  recalled  his  troops  v/ithin  tfte  city,  after 
they  had  fet  fire  to  the  fuburbs.  At  three  in  the 
morning  the  fignal  was  made  for  this  terrible  con- 
flagration, w'hich  in  a little  time  reduced  to  afhes 
the  beautiful  fuburbs  of  Pirna,  which  had  fo  lately 
fiourifhed  as  the  feat  of  gaiety,  pleafure,  and  the  in- 
genious arts.  Every  bofom  warmed  with  benevo- 
lence muft  be  aftecfted  at  the  recital  of  fuch  calami- 1 
ties.  It  excites  not  only  our  compaflion  for, the  un- 
happy fufferers,  but  alfo  our  refentment  againft  the 
perpetrators  of  fuch  enormity.  Next  day  Marefchal 
Daun  fent  an  offieer  to  Count  Schmettau,  with  a 
meflage,  exprelTmg  his  furprife  at  the  deftrudfion  of 
the  fuburbs  in  a royal  refidence,  an  a6l  of  inhuma- 
nity unheard  of  among  chriftians.  He  defired  to 
know  if  it  was  by  the  governor’s  order  this  meafure 
was  taken  j and  afliired  him,  that  he  fhould  be  re- 
fponfible,  in  his  perfon,  for  whatever  outrages  had 
been  or  might  be  committed  againft  a plaee  in  which 
a royal  family  refided.  Schmettau  gave  him  to  un- 
derftand  that  he  had  orders  to  defend  the  town  to 
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the  laft  extremity,  and  that  the  prefcrvation  of  what 
remained  depended  entirely  on  the  condudt  of  his 
excellency ; for,  lliould  he  think  proper  to  attack 
the  place,  he  (the  Governor)  would  defend  himfelf 
from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  and 
even  make  his  laft  effort  in  the  royal  palace,  rather 
than  abandon  the  city.  He  excufed  the  deflTudion 
of  the  fuburbs  as  a neceffary  meafiire,  authorifed  by 
the  pradlice  of  war ; but  he  would  have  found  it  a 
difficult  talk  to  reconcile  this  ftep  to  the  laws  of 
eternal  juftice,  and  far  lefs  to  the  dictates  of  com- 
mon humanity.  Indeed,  if  the  fcene  had  happened 
in  an  enemy’s  country,  or  if  no  other  ftep  could  have 
faved  the  lives  and  liberties  of  himfelf  and  his  gar- 
rifon,  fuch  a defperate  remedy  might  have  ftood 
excufed  by  the  law  of  nature  and  .of  nations : but  on 
this  occafion  he  occupied  a neutral  city,  over  which 
he  could  exercife  no  other  power  and  authority  but 
that  which  he  derived  from  illegal  force  and  violence ; 
nor  was  he  at  all  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  facrifi- 
cing  the  place  to  his  own  fafety,  inafmuch  as  he  might: 
have  retired  unmolefted,  by  virtue  of  an  honourable 
capitulation,  which  however  he  did  not  demand. 
Whether  the  peremptory  order  of  a fuperior  will, 
iM  foro  confeienti^y  juftify  an  .officer  W'ho  hath  com- 
mitted an  illegal  or  inhuman  adlion,  is  a queftion 
that  an  Engliffi  reader  will  fcarce  leave  to  the  deter- 
mination of  a German  cafuift  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  armed  men  in  his  retinue.  Be  this  as 
it  will,  Mr.  Ponickau,  the  Saxon  minifter,  imme- ' 
diately  after  this  tragedy  was  acted,  without  waiting 
for  his  mailer’s  orders,  prefented  a memorial  to  the 
Diet  of  the  Empire,  comjdaining  of  it  as  an  a6lion 
referved  for  the  hiftory  of  the  war  which  the  King  of 
Pruffia  had  kindled  in  Germany,  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  future  ages.  He  affirmed,  that,  in  execution  of 
Schmettau’s  orders  the  foldiers  had  difperfed  them- 
felves  in  the  ftreets  of  the  Pirna  and  Witchen  fuburbs, 
broke  open  the  houfes  and  fiiops,  fet  fire  to  the 
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combuflibles,  added  frelli  fuel,  and  then  fhi^t  the 
doors ; that  the  violence  of  the  flames  was  kept  up 
by  red-hot  balls  fired  into  the  houfes,  and  along  the 
ftreets ; that  the  wretched  inhabitants,  who  forfook 
their  burning  houfes,  were  flain  by  the  fire  of  the 
cannon  and  fin  all  arms  ; that  thofe  who  endeavoured 
to  fave  their  perfons  and  effedts  were  pufhed  down 
and  deftroyed  by  the  bayonets  of  the  Pruflian  fol- . 
diets  polled  in  the  ftreets  for  that  purpofe  : he  enu- 
merated ■ particular  inftances  of  inhuman  barbarity, 
and  declared  that  a great  number  of  people  perilhed, 
either  amidil  the  flames,  or  under  the  ruins  of  the 
houfes.  The  deflrudlion  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
elegant  houfes,  and  the  total  ruin  of  the  inhabitants, 
were  circumftances  in  themfelves  fo  deplorable,  as 
to  need  no  aggravation : but  the  account  of  the 
Saxon  minifter  was  fhamefully  exaggerated,  and  all 
the  particular  inflances  of  cruelty  falfe  in  every  cir- 
cumflance.  Baron  Plotho,  the  minifter  of  Bran- 
denburgh,  did  not  fail  to  anfwer  every  article  of  the 
Saxon  memorial,  and  refute  the  particulars  therein 
aliedged,  in  a fair  detail,  authenticated  by  certifi- 
cates under  the  hands  of  the  magiftrates,  judges,  and 
principal  inhabitants  of  Drefden.  The  moft  extra- 
ordinary part  of  this  defence  or  vindication  was  the 
conclufion,  in  which  the  Baron  folemnly  aftured  the 
Diet,  that  the  King  of  Pruftia,  from  his  great  love 
to  mankind,  always  felt  the  greateft  emotion  of 
ibul,  and  the  moft  exquifite  concern,  at  the  effufion 
of  blood,  the  devaftation  of  cities  and  countries,  and 
the  horrors  of  war,  by  which  fo  many  thoufand  fel- 
low creatures  were  overwhelmed ; and  that  if  his 
' fincere  and  honeft  inclination  to  procure  peace  to 
Germany,  his  dear  country,  had  met  with  the  leaft 
regard,  the  prefent  war,  attended  with  fuch  bloodlhed 
and  defolation,  would  have  been  prevented  and 
avoided.  Pie,  therefore,  declared  that  thofe  who 
excited  the  prefent  troubles,  who,  inftead  of  extin- 
guiftiing,  threw  oil  upon  the  flames,  muft  anfwer 
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to  God  for  the  Teas  of  blood  that  had  been,  and^HAP. 
would  be  fhed,  for  the  devaftation  of  fo  many  ^ ‘ ^ 
countries,  and  the  entire  ruii\  of  fo  many  innocent 
individuals.  Such  declarations  cod  nothing  to  thofe 
hardened  politicians,  who,  feeling  no  internal  check, 
are  determined  to  facrifice  every  confideration  to 
the  motives  of  rapacity  and  ambition.  It  would  be 
happy,  however,  for  mankind,  were  Princes  taught 
to  believe  that  there  is  really  an  omnipotent  and  all- 
iudging  power,  that  will  exaft  a fevere  account  of 
their  conduct,  and  punifh  them  for  their  guilt, 
without  any  refpe6t  to  their  perfons  5 that  pillaging 
a whole  people  is  more  cruel  than  robbing  a fingle 
perfon ; and  that  the  malTacre  of  thoufands  is,  at 
lead,  as  criminal  as  a private  murder. 

§ XXXIX.  While  Count  Daun  was  employed 
In  making  a fruiclefs  attempt  upon  the  capital  of 
Saxony,  the  King  of  Pruffia  proceeded  in  his  march 
to  Neifs,  which  was  completely  inveded  on  the  third 
day  of  0(dober.  The  operations  of  the  fiege  were 
carried  on  with  great  vigour  by  the  Audrian  Gene- 
ral, De  Harf(?he,  and  the  place  was  as  vigoroufly 
defended  by  the  PrulTian  Governor,  Thelkau,  till 
the  fird  day  of  Novemb^Sr,  when  the  Pruffian  Mo^- 
narch  approached,  and  obliged  the  befiegers  to  aban- 
don their  enterprize.  M.  de  Harfche  having  raifed 
the  dege,  the  King  detached  General  Fouquet  with 
a body  of  troops  acrofs  the  river  Neifs,  and  imme- 
diately the  blockade  of  Cofel  was  like  wife  aban-r 
doned.  De  Harfche  retired  to  Bohemia,  and  De 
Ville  hovered  about  Jagernfdorf.  The  fortrels  of 
Neifs  was  no  fooner  relieved,  than  the  King  of 
Pruffia  began  his  march  on  his  return  to  Saxony, 
w'hcre  his  immediate  prefence  v/as  required.  At  the 
lame  time,  the  two  bodies  under  the  Generals  Dohna 
and  Wedel  penetrated  by  different  routes  into  that 
country..  The  former  had  been  left  at  Cuftrin,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  Ruffians,  who  had  by  this 
time  retreated  to  the  Viftula,  and  even  croffed  that 
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15  o o K river  at  Thorn,  and  the  other  had,  during  the 
campaign,  obferved  the  Swedes,  who  had  now  en- 
tirely  evacuated  the  PruTian  territories,  lo  that 
Wedel  was  at  liberty  to  co-operate  with  the  King 
in  Saxony.  He  accordingly  marched  to  Torgau, 
the  liege  of  which  had  been  undertaken  by  the  Aiif- 
trian  General,  Haddick,  who  was  repulfed  by  We- 
del, and  even  purfued  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Eulenbourg.  Wedel,  being  afterwards  joined  by 
Dohna,  drove  him  from  thence  with  confiderable 
lofs,  and  then  raifed  the  fiege  of  Leipfick.  Mean 
while,  the  King  pi-ofecuted  his  march  towards  the 
capital  of  Saxony,  driving  before  him  the  body  of 
Aullrian  troops,  under  Laudohn,  who  retreated  to 
Zittau.  On  the  tenth  day  of  November  Count 
j Daun  retired  from  Drefden,  and  with  the  army  of 
the  Empire  fell  back  towards  Bohemia  ; and  on  the 
twentieth  the  King  arrived  in  that  city,  where  he 
approved  of  the  Governor’s  condud.  The  Ruffian 
General  forefeeing  that  he  fhould  not  be  able  to 
maintain  his  ground  during  the  winter  in  Pomera- 
nia, nnlefs  he  could  fecure  Ibme  fea-port  on  the 
Baltick,  by  which  he  might  be  fupplied  with  provi- 
fions,  detached  General  Palmbach,  with  fifteen 
thoufand  nrien,  to  befiege  the  town  of  Colberg,  an 
inconliderable  place,  very  meanly  fortified.  It  was 
accordingly  invefted  on  the  third  day  of  Odober; 


but  the  befiegers  were  either  lb  ill  provided  with 
proper  implements,  or  fo  little  acquainted  with 
opeiarions  of  this  nature,  that  the  garrifon,  though 
feeble,  m.aintained  'the  place  againft  all  their  attacks 
for  fix-and  twenty  days  ^ at  the  expiration  of  which 
they  abandoned  their  enterprize,  and  cruelly  ravaged 
the  open  country  in  their  retreat.  Thus,  by  the 
adivity  and  v''alour  of  the  Pruffian  Monarch,  his 
Generals,  and  officers,  fix  lieges  were  raifed  almofl 
at  the  fame  period,  namely,  thole  of  Colberg,  Neifs, 
Cofel,  lorgau,  Leipfick,  and  Drefden. 

§ XL, 
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§ XL.  The  variety  of  fortune  which  the  King  of  c H A?, 
Priiflia  experienced  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign  ^ 

was  very  remarkable;  but  the  Ipirit  of  his  condudt,  ”77^8. 
and  the  rapidity  of  his  motions,  w^ere  altogether 
without  example.  In  the  former  campaign  we  were 
dazzled  with  the  lultre  of  his  vi6tories  ; in  this  we 
admire  his  fortitude  and  flcill  in  Hemming  the  dif- 
ferent torrents  of  adverfty,  and  rifing  fuperior  to  his 
evil  fortune.  One  can  hardly  without  aftonifhment 
recolleft,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a few  months  he  in- 
vaded Moravia,  invefted  Olmutz,  and  was  obhged 
to  relinquifli  that  delign  ; that  he  marched  through 
an  enemy’s  country,  in  the  face  of  a great  army, 
which,  though  it  harraffed  him  in  his  retreat,  could 
not,  in  a route  of  an  hundred  miles,  obtain  any 
advantage  over  him  ; that,  in  fpite  of  his  difafler  at 
Olmutz,  and  the  difficulties  of  fuch  a march,  he 
penetrated  into  Bohemia,  drove  the  enemy  from 
Koningfgratz,  executed  another  dangerous  and  fa- 
tiguing march  to  the  Oder,  defeated  a great  army 
of  Ruffians,  and  returned  by  the  way  of  Saxony, 
from  whence  he  drove  the  Aullrian  and  Imperial 
armies ; that  after  his  defeat  at  Hochkirchen,  where 
he  loll  tw'o  ofhis"  bed  Generals,  and  was  obliged  to 
leave  his  tents  Handing,  he  baffled  the  vigilance  and 
fuperior  number  of  the  vi6i:orious  army,  ruffied  like 
a whirlwind  to  the  relief  of  Silefia,  invaded  by  an 
AuHrian  army,  which  he  compelled  to  retire  with 
precipitation  from  that  province ; that,  with  the 
fame  rapidity  of  motion,  he  wheeled  about  to 
Saxony,  and  once  more  refcued  it  from  the  hands 
of  his  adverfaries ; that  in  one  campaign  he  made 
twice  the  circuit  of  his  dominions,  relieved  them 
all  in  their  turns,  and  kept  all  his  poffeffions  entire 
againH  the  united  efforts  of  numerous  armies,  con- 
duced by  Generals  of  confummate  Ikill  and  un- 
daunted fefolution.  His  charaCer  would  have  been 
Hill  more  complete,  if  his  moderation  had  been 
equal  to  his  courage  ; but  in  this  particular  we  can- 
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BOOK  not  applaud  his  condu6t.  Incenfed  by  the  perfecii- 
ting  Ipirit  of  his  enemies,  he  wreaked  his  vengeance 
on  thofe  who  had  done  him  no  injury  ; and  the  cru- 
elties which  the  Ruffians  had  committed  in  his*do- 
minions  were  retaliated  upon  the  unfortunate  inha- 
bitants of  Saxony.  In  the  latter  end  of  September, 
the  prefident  of  the  Pruffiian  military  directory  fent  a 
letter  to  the  magiftrates  of  Leipfick,  requiring 
them,  in  the  King’s  name,  to  pay  a new  contribu- 
tion of  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns^  and  to  begin 
immediately  with  the  payment  of  one-third  part,  on 
^pain  of  military  execution.  In  anfvver  to  this  de- 
mand, the  magiftrates  reprefented  that  the  city 
having  been  exhaiifted  by  the  enormous  contribu- 
tions already  raifed,  was  abfolutely  incapable  of  fur- 
. niftring  further  fuppiies  ; that  the  trade  was  ftagnated 
and  ruined,  and  the  inhabitants  fo  impoverifhed, 
that  they  could  no  longer  pay  the  ordinary  taxes. 
This  remonftrance  made  no  impreftion.  At  five  in 
the  morning  the  Pruffiian  foldiers  affiembled,  and 
were  polled  in  all  the  ftreets,  fquares,  market- 
places, ctemeteries,  towers,  and  fteeples  j then  the 
gates  being  finut,  in  order  to  exclude  the  populace 
of  the ' fuburbs  from  the  city,  the  fenators  were 
brought  into  the  town-hall,  and  accofted  by  General 
Haufs,  who  told  them  the  King  his  mailer  would 
have  money ; and  if  they  refufed  to  part  Vv^ith  it  the 
city  fliould  be  plundered.  To  this  peremptory 
addrefs  they'  replied  to  thiseffedl: — We  have  no 
more  money— -we  have  nothing  left  but  life;  and 
we  recommend  ourfelves  to  the  King’s  mercy. 
In  confequence  of  this  declaration,  difpofitions  were 
m.ade  fbr  giving  up  the  city  to  be  plundered.  Can- 
non were  planted  in  all  the  ftreets,  the  inhabitants 
were  ordered  to  remain  within  doors,  and  every 
. ' houfe  relounded  with  diftnal  cries  and  lamentations. 

I'he  dreaded  pillage,  however,  was  converted  into 
a regular  exadtion.  A party  of  foldiers,  commanded 
by  a fubaltern,  went  from  houfe  to  houfe,  figni- 
6 fying 
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fying  to  every  burgher  that  he  fhould  produce  all  chap. 
his  fpecie,  on  pain  of  immediate  pillage  and  maf-  ^ 

facre ; and  every  inhabitant  delivered  up  his  all  with-  • 

out  further  hefitation.  About  fix  in  the  .evening, 
the  foldiers  returned  to  their  quarters  j but  the 
magiflrates  were'  detained  in  confinement,  and  all 
the  citizens  were  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  con- 
fternation,  Happy  Britain,  who  knoweft  fuch 
grievances  only  by  report ! When  the  King  of 
Pruffia  firft  entered  Saxony,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  he  declared  he  had  no  defign  to  make  a 
conqueft  of  that  elecSiorate,  but  only  to  keep  it  as  a 
depofitum  for  the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions, 
until  he  could  oblige  his  enemies  to  acquiefee  in 
reafonable  terms  of  peace  j but  upon  his  laft  arrival 
at  Drefden  he  adopted  a new  refolution.  In  the 
beginning  of  December,  the  Prufiian  diredlory  of 
war  ilTued  a decree  to  the  deputies  of  the  States  of 
the  Eledlorate,  dem.anding  a certain  quantity  of  flour 
and  forage,  according  to  the  convention  formerly 
fettled;  at  the  fame  tim*e  fignifying,  that  though 
the  King  of  PrulTia  had  hitherto  treated  the  Eledto- 
rate  as  a country  taken  under  his  fpecial  protedlion, 
the  face  of  affairs  was  now  changed  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, that  for  the  future  he  would  confider  it  in  no 
other  light  than  that  of  a conquered  country.  The 
Ruffians  had  feized  in  Pruflia  all  the  eftates  and 
effects  belonging  to  the  King’s  officers  : a retaliation 
was  now  made  upon  the  effedts  of  the  Sa^on  officers 
who  ferved  in  the  Ruffian  army.  Seals  were  put 
on  all  the  cabinets  containing  papers  belonging  to 
the  privy- counfellors  of  his  Polifh  Majefty,  and 
they  themfelves  ordered  to  depart  for  Warfaw  at  ^ 
very  ffiort  warning.  Though  the  city  had  been  im- 
poveriffied  by  former  exadlions,  and  very  lately 
fubjedled  to  military  execution,  the  King  of  Pruffia 
demanded  frefh  contributions,  and  even  extorted 
them  by  dint  of  feverities  that  fhock  humanity.  He 
furrounded  the  exchange  with  foldiers,  and  confining 
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BOOK  the  merchants  to  llraw-beds  and  naked  apartments, 
obliged  them  to  draw  bills  for  very  large  fums  on 
foreign  correfpondents  : a method  of  proceed- 
ing much  more  fuitable  to  the  delpotifm  of  a Per- 
fian  fophi  towards  a conquered  people  who  profefled 
a different  faith,  than  reconcileable  to  the  charaffer 
of  a Proteflant  prince  towards  a peaceable  nation 
of  brethren,  with  whom  he  was  connedted  by  the 
common  ties  of  neighbourhood  and  religion.  Even 
if  they  had  aded  as  declared  enemies,  and  been 
fubdued  with  arms  in  their  hands,  the  exceffes  of 
war  on  the  fide  of  the  conqueror  ought  to  have 
ceafed  with  the  hoftiiities  of  the  conquered,  who, 
by  fubmitting  to  his  Lvay,  wmild  have  become  his 
fubjeds,  and  in  that  capacity  had  a claim  to  his 
protedion.  To  retaliate  upon  the  Saxons,  who  had 
cfpoufed  no  quarrel,  the  barbarities  committed  by 
the  Ruffians,  with  wTom  he  w^as  adually  at  war  j and 
to  treat  as  a conquered  province  a neutral  country, 
which  his  enemies  had  entered  by  violence,  and  been 
obliged  to  evacuate  by  force  of  arms  j was  a fpecics 
of  condud  founded  on  pretences  which  overturn  all 
right,  and  confound  all  reafbn. 

§ XLI.  Having  recorded  all  the  tranfadions  of 
the  campaign,  except  thofe  in  which  the  Swedes 
were  concerned,  it  now  remains  that  we  fhould  par- 
ti cularife  the  progrefs  which  was  made  in  Pomerania 
by  the  troops  of  that  nation,  under  the  command 
of  Count  Elamilton.  We  have  already  obferved, 
that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Pruffian  Ge- 
neral, Lehwald,  had  compelled  them  to  evacuate 
the  whole  province,  except  Stralfund,  which  was 
likewife  invefted.  This,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  been  belieged  in  form,  had  not  Lehwald  re- 
figned  the  command  of  the  Pruffi^ns,  on  account  of 
his  great  age  and  infirmities,  and  his  fucceffor  Count 
Dohna  been  obliged  to  withdraw  his  troops,  in 
order  to  oppofe  the  Ruffian  army  on  the  other  fide 
of  Pomerania.  The  blockade  of  Stralfund  being 
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confequently  raifed,  and  that  part  of  the  country  CHAP, 
entirely  evacuated  by  the  Pruffians,  the  Swedifh  ^ 

troops  advanced  again  from  the  ifle  of  Rugen,  to  ,753. 
v’hich  they  had  retired  : but  the  fupplies  and  rein- 
forcements they  expefted  from  Stockholm  were  de- 
layed in  fiich  a manner,  either  from  a deficiency  in 
the  fubfidies  promifed  by  France,  or  from  the  ma- 
nagement of  thofe  who  were  averfe  to  the  war, 
that  great  part  of  the  feafon  was  elapfed  before  they 
undertook  any  important  enterprize.  Indeed,  while 
they  lay  encamped  under  the  cannon  of  Stralfund, 
waiting  for  thefc  fupplies,  their  operations  were  re- 
tarded by  the  explofion  of  a whole  fiiip-ioad  of  gun- 
powder intended  for  their  ufe ; an  event  imputed 
to  the  praftices  of  the  Pruflian  party  in  Sweden, 
which  at  this  period  feemed  to  gain  ground,  and 
even  threatened  a change  in  the  miniftry.  At  length  ^ . 
the  reinforcement  arrived  about  the  latter  end  of 
June,  and  their  General  feemed  determined  to  aft 
with  vigour.  In  the  beginning  of  July,  his  army 
being  put  in  motion,  he  fent  a detachment  to  dif- 
lodge  the  few  PrulTian  troops  that  were  left  at  An- 
clam,  Demmin,  and  other  places,  to  guard  that 
frontier  j and  they  retreated  accordingly.  Count 
Plamilton  having  nothing  further  to  oppofe  him  in 
the  field,  in  a very  little  time  recovered  all  Swedifh 
Pomerania,  and  even  made  hot  incurfions  into  the 
Prufiian  territories.  Mean  while,  a combined  fleet 
of  thirty-three  Ruffian  and  feven  Swedifh  Ihips  of 
war  appeared  in  the  Baltick,  and  anchored  between 
the  iflands  of  Dragoe  and  Amagh  j but  they  neither 
landed  troops,  nor  committed  hoflilities.  The 
Swedifh  General  advanced  as  far  as  Fehrbellin,  fent 
out  parties  that  raifed  contributions  within  five-and- 
twenty  miles  of  Berlin,  and  threw  the  inhabitants  of 
that  capital  into  the  utmofl  confternation.  The 
King  of  Pruffia,  alarmed  at  their  progrefs,  difpatched 
General  Wedel  fromDrefden,  with  a body  of  troops 
that  were  augmented  on  their  march  > fo  that,  on 
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BOOK  die  twentieth  of  September,  he  found  himfelf  at 

^ , Berlin  with  eleven  thoufimd  efiedllve  men,  at  the 

X7555.  head  of  whom  he  proceeded  againft  Count  Hamil- 
ton, wliile  the  Prince  of  Bevern,  with  five  thoufand, 
advanced  on  the  other  fide  from  Stetin.  At  tlieir 
approach,  the  Swcdifli  commander  retired,  after 
having  left  a garrifon  of  fourteen  hundred  men  at 
Fehrbellin,  in  order  to  retard  the  PriifTians,  and 
fecure  the  retreat  of  his  army.  The  place  was  im- 
mediately attacked  by  General  Wedel ; and  though 
the  Sv/edes  difputed  the  ground  from  houfe  to  houfe 
with  uncommon  obllinacy,  he  at  lad  drove  them 
out  of  the  town,  with  the  lofs  of  one  half  of  their 
number  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners.  The  body 
of  the  Swedilh  army,  without  hazarding  any  other 
action,  immediately  evacuated  the  Pruffian  territo- 
ries, and  returned  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Stral- 
fund,  intending  to  take  winter- quarters  in  the  ifle 
of  Rugen.  'Count  Hamilton,  either  difgufted  at  the 
reflridlions  he  had  been  laid  under,  or  finding  him- 
felf  unable  to  a6t  in  fuch  a manner  as  might  redound 
to  the  advantage  of  his  reputation,  threw  up  his 
command,  retired  from  the  army,  and  refigned  all 
his  other  employments. 

^ XLIL  The  K ing  of  PrufTia  was  not  only  fa- 
voured by  a confiderable  party  in  Sweden,  but  he 
had  alfo  raifed  a ftrong  intereft  in  Poland,  among 
inch  Palatines  as  had  always  oppofed  the  meafures 
cf  the  reigning  family.  Thefe  were  now  reinforced 
by  many  patriots,  who  dreaded  the  vicinity,  and 
fufpedled  the  defigns  of  the  Ruffian  army.  The 
diet  of  the  repubiick  was  opened  on  the  fecond  day 
of  November;  and,  after  warm  debates,  M.  Ma- 
iachowlki  was  unanimoufly  eiedted  Marefchal : but 
no  fooner  had  the  chambers  of  nuncios  begun  their 
deliberations,  than  a number  of  voices  were  raifed 
.againft  the  encroachments  of  the  Ruffian  troops, 
who  had  taken  up  their  refidence  in  Poland ; and 
heavy  complaints  were  made  of  the  damages  fuL 

tained 
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tamed  from  their  cruelty  and  rapine.  Great  pains  C 
were  taken  to  appeafe  thele  clamours ; and  many  ^ 
were  prevailed  upon  to  refer  thefe  grievances  to  the 
King  in  fenate;  but  when  this  difEculty  feemed 
almoft  furmounted,  Padhoriki,  the  nuncio  of  Vol- 
hinia,  flood  up,  and  declared  that  he  would  not 
permit  any  other  point  to  be  dilcuITed  in  the  diet, 
v/hile  the  Ruffians  maintained  the  leaft  footing 
within  the  territories  of  the  republick.  Vain  were 
all  the  attempts  of  the  courtiers  to  perfuade  and 
mollify  this  inflexible  patriot,  he  folemnly  protefted 
againfe  their  proceedings,  and  haftily  withdrew  ; fo 
that  the  Marefchal  was  obliged  to  diffolve  the  affiem- 
bly,  and  recourfe  was  had  to  a Jenatiis  cmftlium,  to 
.concert  proper  meafures.to  be  taken  in  the  prefenc 
conjun6lure.  The  King  of  Poland  was,  on  this 
occafion,  likewife 'difappointed  in  his  views  of  pro- 
viding for  his  fon.  Prince  Charles,  in  the  duchy  of 
Courland,  He  had  been  recommended  by  the  court 
of  Ruffia,  and  even  approved  by  the  States  of  that 
country  ; but  two  difficulties  occurred.  The  States 
declared,  they  could  not  proceed  to  a new  eledion 
during  the  life  of  their  former  Duke,  Count  Biron, 
who  was  ftill  alive,  though  a prifoner  in  Siberia, 
unlefs  their  duchy  ffiould  be  declared  vacant  by  the 
King  and  Republick  of  Poland  ; and,  according  to 
the  laws  of  that  country,  no  Prince  could  be  elec- 
ted, until  he  ffiould  have  declared  himfelf  of  the 
Augfburgh  confeffiion.  Plis  Poliffi  Majefly,  how- 
ever, beins  determined  to  furmount  all  obftacles  to 
his  foil’s  intereft,  ordered  Count  Malachowfki  High 
Chancellor  of-  Poland,  to  deliver  to  Prince  Charles 
a diploma,  by  which  the  King  granted  permiffion  to 
the  States  of  Courland  to  eled  that  Prince  for  their 
Duke,  and  appointed  the  day  for  his  eledion  and 
inflajment,  which  accordingly  took  place  in  the 
month  of  January,  notwithflanding  the  clamour  of 
many  Poliffi  grandees,  who  perfifled  in  affirming 
that  the  King  had  no  power  to  grar^t  fuch  permiffion 

without 


HAP. 

IX. 

1758. 


3Sa  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND.  ' 

Book  without  the  confent  of  the  diet.  The  vicilTitudes 
III.  ^ Qf  campaign  had  produced  no  revolutions  in  the 
feveral  fyftems  adopted  by  the  different  powers  in 
Europe.  The  Czarina,  who  in  the  month  of  June 
# had  fignihed  her  fentirnents  and  defigns  againft  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  in  a declaration  delivered  to  all  the 
foreign  minifters  at  Peterfburgh,  feemed  now,  more 
than  ever,  determined  to  a6l  vigoroufly  in  behalf 
of  the  Emprefs  Queen  of  ITungary,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate King  of  Poland,  who  ftill  refided  at  War- 
faw.  The  court  of  Vienna  diflributed  among  the 
Imperial  minifters  at  the  feveral  eourts  of  the  Em- 
pire copies  of  a refcript,  explaining  the  condud  of 
her  Generals  fince  the  beginning  of  the  campaign, 
and  concluding  with  expreffions  of  felf- approbation 
to  this  effedt : Though  the  iiTue  of  the  campaign 

be  not  as  yet  entirely  fatisfadoiy,  and  fuch  as  might 
be  defired,  the  Imperial  court  enjoys,  at  leaft,  the 
fincere  fatisfadion  of  refleding,  that,  according  to 
the  change  of  circumftances,  it  inftantly  took  the 
moft  vigorous  refolutions ; that  it  was  never  defi- 
cient in  any  thing  that  might  contribute  to  the  good 
of  the  common  caufe,  and  is  now  employed  in 
making  preparations,  from  which  the  moft  happy 
confequences  may  be  expeded.” 

§ XLIII.  We  have  already  hinted  at  a decree  of 
the  Aulick  council  of  the  Empire,  publifhed  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  enjoining  all  diredors  of  circles, 
all  Imperial  towns,  and  the  nobleffe  of  the  Empire, 
to  tranfmit  to  Vienna  an  exad  lift  of  all  thofe  who 
had  difobeyed  the  avocatoria  of  the  Empire,  and 
adhered  to  the  rebellion  raifed  by  the  Eledor  of 
Brandenburgh ; that  their  revenues  might  be  fe- 
. queftered,  and  themfelves  punifhed  in  their  honours, 
perfons,  and  efteds.  As  the  Eledor  of  Hanover 
was  plainly  pointed  out,  and,  indeed,  exprefsly  men- 
tioned in  this  decree,  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  by 
the  hands  of  Baron  Gemmegen,  his  eledoral  mini- 
fter,  prefented  a memorial  to  the  diet  of  the  Em- 
pire 
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pire  in  the  month  of  November,  enumerating  the  chap. 
inftances  in  which  he  had  exerted  himfelf,  and  even 
expofed  his  life,  for  the  prefervation  and  aggrandife-  ,^^5, 
ment  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  In  return  for  thefe 
important  fervices,  he  obferved,  that  the  Emprefs- 
Queen  had  refufed  him  the  affiftance  flipulated  in 
treaties  againft  an  invafion  planned  by  France,  whofe 
hatred  he  had  drawn  upon  himfelf  by  his  friendfliip 
to  that  Princefs ; and  his  Imperial  Majefty  even 
denied  him  the  di6tatorial  letters  which  he  follicited ; 
that  the  court  of  Vienna  had  figned  a treaty  with 
the  Crown  of  P ranee,  in  which  it  was  ftipulated  that 
the  hVench  troops  ihould  pafs  the  Weler,  and  in- 
vade the  eledlorate  of  Elanover,  where  they  were 
joined  by  the  troops  of  the  Emprefs-Queen,  who 
ravaged  his  Britahnick  Majefty’s  dominions  with 
greater  cruelty  than  even  the  French  had  pra6lifed; 
and  the  fame  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  had  been 
wounded  at  Dettingen  in  the  defence  of  her  Impe- 
rial Majefty,  was  obliged  to  fight  at  Haftenbeck  ^ 
againfl  the  troops  of  that  very  Princefs,  in  defence 
of  his  father’s  dominions  j that  fiie  fent  commififa- 
ries  to  Hanover,  who  fliared  with  the  Crown  of 
France  the  contributions  extorted  from  that  Elec- 
torate : rejefled  all  propofals  of  peace,  and  difmified 
from  her  court  the  minifter  of  Brunfwick-Lunen- 
bourg:  that  his  Imperial  Majefty,  who  had  fworn  to 
protect  the  Empire,  and  oppofe  the  entrance  of  fo- 
reign troops  deftined  to  opprefs  any  of  the  States  of 
Germany,  afterwards  required  the  King  of  England 
to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  countries  which  they 
occupied,  that  a French  army  might  again  have 
free  paftage  into  his  German  dominions : that  the 
Emperor  had  recalled  thefe  troops,  releafed  them 
from  their  allegiance  to  their  Sovereign,  enjoined 
them  to  abandon  their  pofts,  their  colours,  and  the 
fervice  in  which  they  were  embarked,  on  pain  of 
being  punifiied  in  body,  honour,  and  eftate ; and 
that  die  King  of  England  himfelf  was  threatened 

J with 
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BOOK  with  the  ban  of  the  Empire.  He  took  notice,  that, 

y in  quality  of  eledlor,  he  had  been  accufed  of  refufing 

*758,  to  concur  with  the  refolutions  of  the  diet  taken  in 
the  preceding  year,  of  entering  into  alliance  with 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  joining  his  troops  to  the  armies 
of  that  Prince,  employing  auxiliaries  belonging  to 
the  States  of  the  Empire,  fending  Englifli  forces  into 
Germany,  where  they  had  taken  pofieflion  of  Emb- 
den,  and  exacting  contributions  in  different  parts  of 
Germany.  In  anfwer  to  thefe  imputations,  he  al- 
ledged  that  he  could  not,  confiftent  with  his  own 
fafety,  or  the  dictates  of  common  fenfe,  concur  with 
a majority,  in  joining  his  troops,  which  were  im- 
mediately necelfary  for  his  own  defence,  to  thofe 
which,  from  the  arbitrary  views  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  were  led  againfl  his  friend  and  ally,  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  by  a Prince  who  did  not  belong 
to  the  generality  of  the  Empire,  and  on  whom  the 
command  had  been  conferred,  without  a previous 
conclufum  of  the  Germanick  body ; that,  with  re- 
fpe6t  to  his  alliance  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  he  had 
a right,  when  'deferted  by  his  former  allies,  to  feek 
affiftance  wherefoever  it  could  be  procured : and 
furely  no  juft  grounds  of  complaint  could  be  offered 
againft  that  which  his  Pruflian  Majefty  lent,  to  de- 
liver the  electoral  States  of  Brunfwick,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Brunfwick- Wolfenbuttel,  Heffe,  andBucke- 
bourg,  from  the  oppreftions  of  their  common  enemy. 
Pofterity,  he  faid,  would  hardly  believe,  that  at  a 
time  when  the  troops  of  Auftria,  the  Palatinate,  and 
Wirtemberg,  were  engaged  to  invade  the  countries 
of  the  Empire,  other  members  of  the  Germanick 
body,  who  employed  auxiliaries  in  their  defence, 
Ihould  be  threatened  with  outlawry  and  fequeftra- 
tion.  Fie  owned,  that,  in  quality  of  King,  he  had 
fent  over  Englilb  troops  to  Germany,  and  taken 
pofTeffion  of  Embden  : fteps  for  which  he  was  ac- 
countable to  no  power  upon  earth,  although  the 
conlliiutions  of  the  Empire  permit  the  co-eftates  to 

make 
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make  nfe  of  foreign  troops,  not  indeed  for  the  pnr-  c H a 
pole  of  invafion  or  convqueft  in  Germany,  but  for  ^ 

their  defence  and  prefer vation.  He  aifo  acknow- 
ledged  that  he  had  refented  the  condufl,  and  chaf- 
tifed  the  injuftice,  of  thofe  co-eftates  who  had  affilled 
Ills  enemies,  and  helped  to  ravage  his  dominions ; 
inferring,  that  if  the  Crown  of  France  was  free  to 
pillage  the  eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and 
the  Landgrave  of  Hefie-Caflel,  becaufe  they  had 
fupplied  the  King  of  England  with  auxiliaries  ; if 
the  Emprefs-Queen  had  a right  to  appropriate  to 
herfelf  half  of  the  contributions  raifed  by  the 
French  'King  in  thefe  countries,  furely  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty  had  an  equal  right  to  make  thofe 
feel  the  burden  of  the  war  who  had  favoured  the 
unjuft  enterprifes  of  his  enemies.  He  exprefted  his 
hope,  that  the  diet,  after  having  duely  confidered 
thefe  circumftances,  would,  by  w^ay  of  advice,  pro- 
pofe  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  that  he  fhould  annul 
his  moft  inconfiftent  mandates,  and  not  only  take 
effedtual  meafures  to  protect  the  electorate  and  its 
allies,  but  alfo  give  orders  for  commencing  againft 
the  Emprefs-Queen,  as  Archduchefs  of  Auftria,  the 
FJedtor  Palatine,  and  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg, 
fuch  proceedings  as  ftie  wanted  to  enforce  againft 
his  Britannick  Majefty,  Ele6tor  of  Brunfwick-Lu- 
nenbourg.  For  this  purpofe  the  minifter  now  re- 
quefted  their  Excellencies  to  alk  immediately  the 
neceftary  inftructions  for  their  principals.  The  reft 
of  this  long  memorial  contained  a juftification  of  his 
Britannick  Majefty’s  condu6t  in  deviating  ftom  the 
capitulation  of  Clofter-Seven ; with  a refutation  of 
the  arguments  adduced,  and  a retortion  of  the  re- 
proaches levelled  againft  the  King  of  England,  in 
the  paper  or  manifefto  compofed  and  publiflied 
under  the  direction  of  the  French  miniftry,  and 
intituled,  “ A Parallel  of  the  Condu61:  of  the  King 
of  France  with  that  of  the  King  of  England,  relative 
to  the  Breach  of  the  Capitulation  of  Clofter-Seven 
^ VoL.  ly,  C c hj 
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BOOK  by  the  I-Ianoverians.”  But  to  this  inve6Hve^a  more 
circumftantial  anfwer  was  publilhed : in  whichj 
among  other  curious  particulars,  the  letter  of  ex- 
poftulation,  faid  to  have  been  written  by  the  Pruf- 
fian  Monarch  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain  after  the 
defeat  at  Colin,  is  treated  as  an  infamous  piece  of 
forgery,  produced  by  fome  venal  pen  employed  to 
impofe  upon  the  publick.  I'he  author  alfo,  in  his 
endeavours  to  demonftrate  his  Bi  itannick  Majefty’s 
averfion  to  a continental  war,  very  jufbly  obferves, 
that  none  but  Inch  as  are  ui*iacauainted  with  the 
maritime  force  of  England  can  believe,  'that,  with- 
out a diverfion  on  the  continent,  to  employ  part  of 
the  enemy’s  force^  The  is  not  in  a condition  to  hope 
for  fuccefs,  and  maintain  her  fuperiority  at  fea. 
England,  therefore,  had  no  interefl  to  foment  quar- 
rels or  wars  in  Europe ; but,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
there  was  room  to  fear  that  France  would  embrace  a 
different  fyftem  : accordingly  fire  took  no  pains  to 
conceal  her  views,  and  her  envoys  declared  publickly 
that  a war  upon  the  continent  was  inevitable ; and 
that  the  King’s  dominions  in  Germany  would  be 
its  principal  objedl.”  He  afterwards,  iii  the  courfe 
of  his  argumentation,  adds,  that  they  rnuft  be 
very  ignorant,  indeed>  who  imagine  that  the  forces 
of  England  are  not  able  to  refift  thofe  of  France, 
unlefs  the  latter  be  hindered  from  turning  ail  her 
efforts  to  the  fea.  In  cafe  of  a war  upon  the  conti- 
nent, the  two  powers  muff  pay  fubfidies ; only  with 
>this  difference,  that  France  can  em.ploy  her  own 
land  forces,  and  afpire  at  conquefts.”  Such  were 
the  profeffed  fentiments  of  the  Britifi  miniftry, 
founded  upon  eternal  truth  and  demonftration,  and 
openly  avow'ed,  when  the  bufmefs  was  to  prove  that 
it  was  not  the  interefl  of  Great-Britain  to  maintain 
a war  upon  the  continent ; but,  afterwards,  when 
this , continental  war  was  eagerly  efpoufed,  foflered, 
and  cherifned  by  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the  Eng- 
lifn  nation,  then  the  partifans  of  that  very  miniftry> 

which 
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which  had  thus  declared  that  England,  without  any  CHA.P. 
diveiTion  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  was  an  over-  ^ 

match  for  France  by  Tea,  which  may  be  termed  the 
Britifh  element ; then  their  partifans,  their  cham- 
pions, deciaimers,  and  dependents,  were  taught  to 
rife  in  rebellion  againft  their  former  dodtrine,  and, 
in  defiance  of  common  fenfe  and  refledfion,  arlirm 
that  a diverfion  in  Germany  was  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  the  fuccefsfui  ilTue  of  England’s  operations  in 
Afia,  Africa,  and  America.  Notwithftanding  all 
the  fadls  and  arguments  affembled  in  this  elaborate 
memorial,  to  expofe  the  ingratitude  of  the  Emprefs- 
Queen,  and  demonftrate  the  oppreffive  meafures 
adopted  by  the  Imperial  pow'er,  it  remains  to  be 
proved,  that  the  member  of  a comimunity  is  not 
obliged  to  yield  obedience  to  the  refolutions  taken, 
and  the  decrees  publifhed,  by  the  majority  of  thofe 
who  com.pofe  this  community;  efpecially  when  re- 
enforced w'ith  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  miagi- 
ftrate,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  fundamental  con- 
Eitution  on  Vvhich  that  community  was  eftablifhed. 

§ XLIV.  If  the  Emprefs-Queen  was  not  gratified 
to  the  extent  of  her  wiilies  in  the  fortune  of  the 
campaign,  at  lead  her  felf-i importance  \vas  flattered 
in  another  point,  v;hich  could  not  fail  of  being  in- 
terefting  to  a Princefs  famed  for  a glowing  zeal 
and  inviolable  attachment  to  the  religion  of  Rome, 

In  tlte  month  of  Augull  the  Pope  conferred  upon 
her  the  title  of  Apoftolical  Queen  of  Plungary,  con- 
veyed by  a brief,  in  which  he  extolled  her  piety, 
and  launched  out  into  retrofpehlive  eulogiums  of  her 
predecefibrs,  the  Princes  of  Hungary,  who  had  been 
always  accuflomed  to  fight  and  overcome  for  the 
catholick  fiith  under  this  holy  banner.  This  com.- 
pliment,  however,  flie  did  not  derive  from  the 
regard  of  Profper  Lambertini,  who  exercifed  the 

C?  A ^ ^ 

papal  fway  under  the  aHumed  name  of  Benedio: 

XIV.  That  pontiff,  univerfally  efteemed  for  his 
good  fenfe,  moderation,  and  humanity,  had  breathed 

C c 2 his 
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BOOK  his  laft  in  the  month  of  April,  in  the  eight3^-fourth 
of  his  agej  and  in' July  was  fucceeded  in  the 
37^8,  papacy  by  Cardinal  Charles  Rezzonico,  Biiliop  of 
Padua,  by  birth  a Venetian.  He  was  formerly  Au- 
ditor of  the  Rota ; afterwards  promoted  to  the  purple 
by  Pope  Clement  XII.  at  the  nomination  of  the 
Republick  of  Venice  ; was  diftinguiUied  by  the  tide 
of  St.  Maria  d’Ara  Cceli,  the  principal  convent  of 
the  Cordeliers,  and  nominated  proteftor  of  the  Pan- 
dours,  or  Illyrians.  When  he  afcended  the  papal 
chair,  he  affumed  the  name  of  Clement  XIII.  in 
gratitude  to  the  laft  of  that  name,  who  was  liis  bene- 
fadtor.  Though  of  a difagreeable  perfon,  and  even 
deformed  in  his  body,  he  enjoyed  good  health,  and 
a vigorous  conftitution.  As  an  ecclefiaftick,  his  life 
was  exemplary ; his  morals  were  pure  and  unim- 
peached : in  his  charadcer  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
learned,  diligent,  Ready,  devout,  and  in  every 
relpedl  worthy  to . fucceed  fuch  a predecelTor  as 
Benedidl. 

§ XLV.  The  King  of  Spain  wifely  perfifted  in 
reaping  the  advantages  of  a neutrality,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  intrigues  of  the  French  partifans  at  the 
Court  of  Madiid,  who  endeavoured  to  alarm  his 
jealoufy  by  the  conquefts  which  the  Englifh  had  pro- 
jedled  in  America.  The  King  of  Sardinia  faga- 
cioufly  kept  aloof,  refolving,  in  imitation  of  his  pj*e- 
deceiTors,  to  maintain  his  power  on  a relpeftable 
footing,  and  be  ready  to  feize  all  opportunities  to 
extend  and  promote  tlie  interell  of  his  crown,  and 
the  advantage  of  his  country.  As  for  the  King  of 
Portugal,  he  had  prudently  embraced  the  fame  fyf- 
tem  of  forbearance:  but  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
feafon  his  attention  was  cngroffed  by  a domeftick  in- 
cident of  a very  extraordinary  nature.  Whether  he 
had,  by  particular  inftances  of  feverity,  exafperated 
the  minds  of  certain  individuals,  and  exercifed  his 
dominion  in  fuch  adls  of  arbitrary  power  as  excited 
a general  Ipirit  of  difaffec'tion  among  his  nobility  5 

or. 
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or,  laftly,  by  the  vigorous  meafures  purfued  againft  c 
the  encroaching  Jefuits  in  Paraguay,  and  their  cor- 
refpondents  in  Portugal,  had  incurred  the  refent- 
ment  of  that  fociety,  v/e  fhall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine : perhaps  all  thefe  motives  concurred  in  giving 
birth  to  a confpiracy  againft  his  life,  which  was 
aflually  executed  at  this  junfture  v/ith  the  moft  de- 
fperate  refolution.  On  the  third  day  of  September, 
the  King,  according  to  cuftom,  going  out  in  a car- 
riage to  take  the  air,  accompanied  by  one  domeftick, 
was,  in  the  night,  at  a folitary  place  near  Belem,  at- 
tacked by  three  men  on  horfeback,  armed  with 
miifqiietoons,  one  of  whom  fired  his  piece  at  the 
coachman  without  effedt.  The  man,  however,  ter- 
rified both  on  his  own  account  and  that  of  his  So- 
vereign’s, drove  the  mules  at  full  fpeed ; a circum- 
ftance  which  in  fome  meafure  difconcerted  the  other 
two  confpirators,  who  purfued  him  at  full  gallop, 
and  having  no  leifure  to  take  aim,  difcharged  their 
pieces  at  random  through  the  back  of  the  carriage. 
The  flugs  with  which  they  were  loaded  happened  to 
pafs  between  the  King’s  right  arm  and  his  breaft, 
dilacerating  the  parts  from  the  fiioulder  to  the  elbow, 
but  without  damaging  the  bone,  or  penetrating  into 
the  cavity  of  the  body.  Finding  himfelf  grievoufi/ 
wounded,  and  the  blood  flowing  a-pace,  he,  with 
fuch  prefence  of  mind  as  cannot  be  fufficiently  ad- 
mired, inftead  of  proceeding  to  the  palape,  which 
was  at  fome  diftance,  ordered  the  coachman  to  re- 
turn to  Junqueria,  where  his  principal  furgeon  re- 
fided,  and  there  his  wounds  were  immediately  drelTed. 
By  this  refolution,  he  not  only  prevented  the  irre- 
parable mifchief  that  might  have  arifen  from  an  ex- 
ceflave  effufion  of  blood  5 but,  without  all  doubt, 
faved  his  life  from  the  hands  of  other  affafllns,  pofted 
on  the  road  to  accomplifh  the  regicide,  in  cafe  he 
fliould  efcape  alive  from  the  firft  attack.  This  in- 
ftance  of  the  King’s  recollection  was  magnified  into 
a miracle,  on  a fiippofition  that  it  muft  have  been 

C c 3 the 


3^9 

H A P. 
IX. 

17^8. 


HISTORY'oF  ENGLAND, 

book  the  effect  of  divine  infpiration ; and,  indeed,  among 
a people  addided  to  fuperftition,  might  well  pafs  for 
1758.  a favourable  interpofitioii  of  Providence.  The  King, 
being  thus  difabled  in  his  right  arm,  ilTued  a decree, 
inveiiing  the  Qiicen  with  the  abfolute  power  of  go- 
vernment. In  the  mean  time,  no  perlbn  had  accefs 
to  his  prefence  but  herfelf,  the  firft  minifler,  the 
Cardinal  de  Saldanha,  the  phyficians,  and  furgeons. 
An  embargo  was  immediately  laid  on  all  the  llhp- 
ping  in  the  port  of  Lifl^on.  Rewards  were  publick- 
ly  ofibred,  together  with  the  promife  of  pardon  to 
the  accomxplices,  for  deteding  any  of  the  aiTaffins; 
and  fuch  other  meafures  ufed,  that  in  a little  time 
the  whole  confpiracy  was  difcovered  : a confpiracy 
the  more  dangerous,  as  it  appeared  to  have  been 
formed  by  perfons  of  the  firft  quality  and  influence. 
The  Duke  de  Aveiro,  of  the  family  of  Mafcarenhas; 
the  Marquis  de  Tavora,  who  had  been  viceroy  of 
, Goa,  and  now  aftually  enjoyed  the  commiflion  of 
General  of  the  horfe ; the  Count  de  Attougui,  the 
Marquis  de  Alloria,  together  with  their  wives,  chil- 
dren, and  v.'hole  families,  were  arrefted  immediately 
after  the  aflaiTination,  as  principals  in  the  deflgn ; 
and  many  other  accomplices,  including  fome  Jefuits, 
were  apprehended  in  the  feqnel.  The  further  pro- 
ceedings on  this  myfterious  affair,  with  the  fate  of 
the  confpirators,  will  be  particnlarifed  among  the 
tranfadions  of  the  following  year.  At  prefent,  it  will 
be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the  King’s  wounds  were 
attended  with  no  bad  confequences  j nor  did  the  im- 
prifonment  of  thofe  noblemen  produce  any  diftur- 
bance  in  the  kingdom. 

§ XLVI.  The  domeftick  occurrences  of  France 
were  tilTued  with  a continuation  of  the  difputes  be- 
tween the  Parliaments  and  Clergy touching  the  bull 
IJnigenitus.  In  vain  the  King  had  interpofed  his 
authority  j firft  propofing  an  accommodation ; then 
commanding  the  Parliament  to  forbear  taking  cog- 
nizance of  a religious  conteft,  which  did  not  fail 

under 


G E O R G E II. 

under  their  jurirdiclion ; and,  thirdly,  banifhing  their 
perfons,  and  abrogating  their  power.  Ele  afterwards 
found  it  neceffary  to  the  peace  of  his  dominions  to 
recall  and  re-inflate  thofe  venerable  patriots ; and 
being  convinced  of  the  intolerable  infolence  and 
turbulent  fpirit  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris,  had 
exiled  that  Pi-elate  in  his  turn.  Fie  was  no  fooner 
re-admitted  to  his  fundtion,  than  he  refumed  his 
former  condufl,  touching  the  denial  of  the  facra- 
ments  to  thofe  who  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  bull 
Unigenitns : he  even  adted  with  redoubled  zeal ; in- 
trigued with  the  other  prelates ; caballed  among  the 
inferior  clergy ; and  not  only  revived,  but  aug- 
mented, the  troubles  throughout  the  whole  king- 
dom. Bifnops,  curates,  and  monks  prefumed  to 
with-hokl  fpirituai  confolation  from  perfons  in  ex- 
tremity, and  were  punifhed  by  the  civil  power. 
Other  Parliaments  of  the  kingdom  followed  the 
example  exhibited  by  that  of  Paris,  in  aifei'ting  their 
authority  and  privileges.  The  King  commanded 
them  to  defift,  on  pain  of  incurring  his  indignation  i 
they  remonftrated,  and  perfevered ; while  the  Arch- 
bifliop  repeated  his  iniunclions  and  cenfures,  and 
continued  to  inflame  the  difpute  to  fuch  a 'dangerous 
degree,  that  he  was  given  to  underftand  he  fliould 
be  again  obliged  to  quit  the  capital,  if  he  did  not 
proceed  with  more  moderation.  But  the  chief  care 
of  the  French  minifery  w’as  employed  in  regulating 
the  finances,  and  efbablifliing  funds  of  credit  for 
raifing  money  to  pay  fubfidies,  and  maintain  the  war 
in  Europe  and  America.'  In  the  courfe  of  this  year 
they  had  not  only  conflderably  reinforced  their  ar- 
mies in  Germany,  but  made  furprifing  efforts  to 
fupply  the  colony  of  Canada  with  troops,  artillery, 
llores,  and  ammunition,  for  its  defence  againft  the 
operations  of  the  Britifli  forces,  whicli  greatly  out- 
numbered the  FVench  upon  the  continent.  The 
Court  of  Verfailles  pradtifed  every  ftratagem  to  elude 
the  vigilance  of  the  Englifli  cruifers.  The  fliips 
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BOOK  deflined  for  America  they  detached,  both  fingle  and 
in  convoys,  fometimes  from  the  Mediterranean, 
^ fometimes  from  their  harbours  in  the  Channel.  They 
alTembled  tranfports  in  one  port,  in  order  to  with- 
draw the  attention  of  their  enemies  from  another, 
where  their  convoys  lay  ready  for  failing ; and  in 
boifterous  weather,  when  the  Englilh  could  no  longer 
block  up  their  harbours,  their  ftorefhips  came  forth, 
and  hazarded  the  voyage,  for  the  relief  of  their 
American  fettlements.  Thofe  that  had  the  good 
fortune  to  arrive  on  the  coafl  of  that  continent  were 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  different  expedients  for 
efcaping  the  Britilh  fquadrons  Rationed  at  Flalifax, 
or  cruifing  in  the  bay  of  St.  Laurence.  They  either 
ventured  to  navigate  the  river  before  it  was  clear  of 
the  ice,  fo  early  in  the  IJaring,  that  the  enemy  had 
not  yet  quitted  the  harbour  of  Nova-Scotia  ; or  they 
waited  on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland  for  fiich  thick 
fogs  as  might  fcreen  them  from  the  notice  of  the 
Englifh  cruifers,  in  failing  up  the  gulf ; or,  laftly, 
they  penetrated  through  the  Straits  of  Belleifle,  a 
dangerous  paffage,  which,  however,  led  them  di- 
redly  into  the  river  St.  Laurence,  at  a confderable 
difhance  above  the  Ration  of  the  BritiRi  fquadron. 
Though  tlie  French  navy  was  by  this  time-fo  re- 
duced, that  it  could  neither  face  the  Englifli  at  fea, 
nor  furnifli  proper  convoys  for  commerce,  her  mi- 
niRry  neverthelefs  attempted  to  alarm  the  fubjeds 
of  Great- Britain  with  the  projed  of  an  invafion. 
Flat-bottomed  boats  were  built,  tranfports  colleded, 
large  Riips  of  the  line  equipped,  and  troops  ordered 
to  affemble  on  the  coaR  for  embarkation  i but  this 
was  no  more  than  a feint  to  aroufe  the  apprehenfion 
of  the  Englifh,  difconcert  the  adminiRration,  pre- 
judice the  national  credit,  and  deter  the  government 
from,  fending  forces  to  keep  alive  the  war  in  Ger- 
many. A much  more  effedual  method  they  took 
to  dlRrefs  the  trade  of  England,  by  laying  up  their 
tifekfs  flips  of  war,  and  encouraging  the  equipment 
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of  flout  privateers,  which  did  confiderable  damage  chap. 
to  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  by  ^ 

cruifing  in  the  Teas  of  Europe  and  America.  Some 
of  them  lay  clofe  in  the  harbours  of  the  Channel, 
fronting  the  coafl  of  England,  and  darted  out  occa« 
fionally  on  the  trading  fbips  of  this  nation,  as  they 
received  intelligence  from  boats  employed  for  that 
purpofe.  Some  chofe  their  Ration  in  the  North-fea, 
where  a great  number  of  captures  were  made  upon 
the  coall  of  Scotland;  others  cruifed  in  the  chops  of 
the  Channel,  and  even  to  the  weftward  of  Ireland; 
but  the  far  greater  numiber  fcoured  the  feas  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Leeward  I Hands  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  where  they  took  a prodigious  number  of  Bri- 
tifh  fhips,  failing  to  and  from  the  fugar-colonies,  and 
conveyed  them  to  their  own  fettlements  in  Marti- 
nique, Guadaloupe,  or  St.  Domdngo. 

§ XLVII.  With  refpedt  to  the  war  that  raged  in 
Germany,  the  King  of  Denmark  wifely  purfued  that 
courfe  which  happily  preferved  him  from  being  in- 
volved in  thofe  troubles  by  which  great  part  of  Eu- 
rope was  agitated,  and  terminated  in  that  point  of 
national  advantage  which  a King  ought  ever  to  have 
in  view  for  the  benefit  of  his  people.  By  obferving 
a fcrupulous  neutrality,  he  enhanced  his  importance 
among  his  neighbours : he  faw  himfelf  courted  by 
•all  the  belligerent  powers : he  faved  the  blood  and 
treafure  of  his  fubjefts : he  received  large  fubfidles, 
in  confideration  of  his  forbearance;  and  enjoyed, 
unmolefted,  a much  more  confiderable  Hiare  of  com- 
merce than  he  could  expe6l  to  carry  on,  even  in 
times  of  univerfal  tranquillity.  . He  could  not  per- 
ceive that  the  Proteftant  religion  had  any  thing  to 
apprehend  from  the  confederacy  which  was  formed 
againft  the  Pruftian  Monarch  ; nor  was  he  miffed 
into  all  the  expence,  the  perils,  and  difquiets  of  a 
fanguinary  war,  by  that  ignis  fatuus  which  hath  fe- 
duced  and  impoveriflied  other  opulent  nations,  un- 
der the  fpecious  title  of  the  balance  of  power  in 
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B o o K Germany.  Howfoever  he  might  be  fvvayed  by  prl- 
vate  inclination,  he  did  not  tfiink  it  was  a point  of 
confequence  to  his  kingdom  whether  Pomerania  was 
pofiefled  by  Sweden  orPruffia;  whether  the  French 
army  was  driven  back  beyond  the  Rhine,  or  pene- 
trated once  more  into  the  eledlorate  of  Flanover; 
whether  the  Emprefs-Queen  was  ftripped  of  her  re- 
maining pOiTeffions  in  SileFa,  or  the  King  of  Pruflia 
circumfcribed  within  the  original  bound  of  his  do- 
minion. He  took  it  for  granted  that  France,  for 
her  own  fake,  w^ould  prevent  the  ruin  of  that  entcr- 
prifing  Monarch ; and  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
would  not  be  fo  impolitick,  and  blind  to  its  own  in- 
lereil,  as  to  permit  the  Einprefs  of  RufTia  to  make 
and  retain  conqueils  in  the  Empire : but,  even  if 
thefe  Powers  fliould  be  weak  enough  to  facrifice  all 
the  maxims  of  found  policy  to  caprice  or  refent- 
ment,  he  did  not  think  himfelf  fo  deeply  concerned 
in  the  event,  as,  for  the  diftant  profpedl:  of  what 
might  pofTibiy  happen,  to  plunge  headlong  into  a 
w'ar  that  muft  be  attended  with  certain  and  imme- 
diate difadvantages.  True  it  is,  he  had  no  heredi- 
tary eledlorate  in  Germany  that  w^as  threatened  with 
invafionj  nor,  if  he  had,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  a 
Prince  of  his  fagacity  and  patriotifiTi  would  have 
impoverifhed  his  kingdom  of  Denmark,  for  the  pre- 
carious defenc<^  of  a diftant  territory.  It  was  re- 
ferved  for  another  nation  to  adopt  the  pernicious 
abfurdity  of  wafting  its  blood  and  treafure,  exhauft- 
ing  its  revenues,  loading  its  own  back  with  the  moil 
grievous  impofitions,  incurring  an  enormous  debt, 
big  with  bankruptcy  and  ruin ; in  a word,  of  ex- 
pending above  an  hundred  and  fifty  millions  fterling 
in  fruitlefs  efforts  to  defend  a diftant  country,  the 
entire  property  of  which  was  never  valued  at  one 
twentieth  part  of  that  fum ; a country  wdth  which  it 
had  no  natural  connexion,  but  a common  alliance 
arifing  from  accident.  The  King  of  Denmark, 
though  himfelf  a Prince  of  the  Empire,  and  poifeifed 
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of  dominions  in  Germany,  almofl  contiguous  to  the  c H a p. 
fcenes  of  the  prefent  war,  did  not  think  himfelf  fo 
nearly  concerned  in  the  ifilie,  as  to  declare  himifelf^^'JsT'*^ 
either  principal  or  auxiliary  in  the  quarrel ; yet  he 
took  care  to  m.aintain  his  forces  by  fea  and  land 
iip(>n  a refpedtable  footing;  and,  by  this  condudl,  he 
not  'only  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  his  own  coun- 
try, but  over-awed  the  belligerent  Powers,  who  con- 
bdered  him  as  a Prince  capable  of  making  either 
fcale  preponderate,  juft  as  he  might  choofe  to  trim 
the  balance.  I'hus  he  preferved  his  wealth,  com- 
merce, and  confequence  undiminhhed  ; and,  in- 
ftead  of  being  harrafted  as  a party,  was  honoured  as 
an  umpire. 


§ XLVIII.  The  United  Provinces,  though  as 
adverfe  as  his  Danifh  Majefty  to  any  participation 
in  the  war,  did  not,  however,  fo  fcrupuloufly  obferve 
the  neutrality  they  profefTed : at  leaft,  the  traders  of 
that  republick,  either  from  an  inordinate  tliirft  of 
lucre,  or  a fecret  biafs  in  favour  of  the  enenaies  of 
Great-Britain,  aiTifted  the  French  commerce  with  all 
the  appearance  of  the  moft  flagrant  partiality.  We 
have,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year’s  tranfadlions, 
obferved,  that  a great  numdoer  of  their  Ihips  were 
taken  by  the  Englifh  cruifers,  and  condemned  as 
legal  prizes,  for  having  French  property  on  board : 
that  the  Dutch  merchants,  exafperated  by  their  Ioffes, 
exclaimed  againft  the  Englifli  as  pirates  and  rob- 
bers, petitioned  the  States  for  redrefs  in  very  high 
terms,  and  even  loudly  clamoured  for  a war  againft 
Great-Britain.  The  charge  of  violence  and  injuftice 
which  they  brought  againft  the  Englifh,  for  taking 
and  conhfeating  the  ftiips  that  tranfported  to  Europe 
the  produce  of  the  French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
they  founded  on  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  between  Great-Britain  and  the  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces,  concluded  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty- eight, 
ilipulating,  “ That  whatever  fhali  be  found  on  board 
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the  Liips  of  the*  fubjefts  of  the  L'nited  Province?, 
though  the  lading,  or  part  thereof,  may  belong  to 
the  enemies  of  Great-Bri:ain,  fhail  be  Lee  and  un- 
mclefied,  except  thefe  be  prohibited  goods,  which 
are  to  be  fenced  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  die 
foregoing  articles.”  From  this  article  the  Dutch 
merchants  argued,  that,  if  there  be  no  prohibited 
eoods  on  board,  the  Enslifia  had  ^no  rieht  to  don  cr 
m.oleit  any  of  their  fhips,  or  make  the  lead  enqizhr 
to  whom  the  merchandize  belonged,  whence  it  was 
brought,  or  whither  bound.  This  plea  uhe  En^Iiih 
cafuiits  would  by  no  means  admit,  for  the  following 
reafons : A general  and  perpetual  licenfe  to  carry  on 
the  whole  trade  of  their  enemy  would  be  fuch  2 
glaring  abfurdity,  as  no  convention  could  authorhe: 
common  fenfe  has  dictated,  and  Grotius  declared, 
that  no  mian  can  be  luppofed  to  have  corJented  to 
an  abliirdity;  therefore,  the  interpretation  ^Iven  hj 
the  Dutch  to  this  article  could  not  be  luppoled  to  be 
its  true  and  genuine  meaning;  which,  indeed,  re- 
lates to  nothing  more  than  the  com.mon  courie  of 
trade,  as  it  was  ulually  carried  on  in  time  of  peace. 
But,  even  ibouli  this  interpretation  be  accepted,  die 
article,  and  the  treaty  ittelf  would  be  iuperieded  and 
annulled  by  a iubiequent  treatv,  concluded  berween 
die  two  nations  in  the  year  one  thouiand  fix  hundred 
and  fevenm-five,  and  often  coiiikmed  fince  that  pe- 
riod, llipulating,  in  a fecret  article,  That  neither  of 
the  contrailing  parties  ihould  give,  nor  confent  that 
any  of  their  ilib^ecb  and  inhabitants  fhould  give, 
any  aid,  favmur,  or  counlel,  directly  or  indirectly, 
by  land  or  lea,  or  on  the  f^in  waters ; nor  fhould 
furni:b,  or  permit  the  fubjects  or  inhabitants  of  their 
relpective  territories  to  furniih,  any  fhips,  foldien, 
feamen,  victuals,  monies,  infbruments  of  war,  gun- 
powder, or  any  ether  neceilaries  for  making  war,  to 
the  enemies  of  either  party,  of  any  rank  or  condition 
foever.  Now,  the  Dutch  have  inLinored  this  article 
Ln  many  milances  during  the  prelent  war,  both  in 
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Europe  and  America;  and,  as  they  have  fo  openly G H ap.- 
contravened  one  treaty,  the  Englifh  are  not  obliged 
to  obferve  any  other.  They,  moreover,  forfeited  all 
right  to  the  obfervance  of  the  treaty  in  queftion,  by 
refufing  the  fuccours  with  which  they  were  bound, 
in  the  moft  folernn  manner,  to  furnilh  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  in  cafe  any  of  his  territories  in  Eu- 
rope Ihould  be  attacked  : for  nothing  could  be  more 
weak  and  frivolous  than  the  allegation  upon  w'hich 
this  refufal  was  founded ; namely,  that  the  hoftilities 
in  Europe  were  comm.enced  by  the  Englifli,  when 
they  feifed  and  confifcated  the  veflels  of  France; 
and  they,  being  the  aggreffors,  had  no  right  to  in- 
fill upon  the  fuccours  ilipulated  in  a treaty  which 
was  purely  defenfive.  If  this  argument  has  any 
weight,  the  treaty  itfelf  can  have  no  fignification. 

The  French,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  will  always  com- 
mence the  war  in  America ; and  when  their  lliips 
containing  reinrorcements  and  ftores  for  the  main- 
tenance of  that  war,  fhall  be  taken  on  the  European 
feas,  perhaps  in  confequence  of  their  being  expofed 
for  that  purpofe,  they  will  exclaim  that  the  Englidi 
were  the  aggreffors  in  Europe,  confequently  deprived 
of  ail  benefit  accruing  from  the  defenfive-treaty  fub- 
fifling  between  them  and  the  States-General  of  the 
United  Provinces.  It  being  impoflible  for  the 
Englifh  to  terminate  the  war,  while  their  enemies 
derive  the  finews  of  it  from  their  commerce  carried 
on  in  neutral  bottoms,  they  are  obliged  to  fupprefs 
fuch  collufions,  by  that  neceffity  which  Grotius  him- 
felf  hath  allowed  to  be  a fufficient  excufe  for  de- 
viating from  the  letter  of  any  treaty  whatfoever.  In 
time  of  peace  no  Dutch  fhips  were  permitted  to 
carry  the  produce  of  any  French  fugar  ifland,  or 
even  to  trade  in  any  of  the  French  ports  in  America 
or  the  Wefl-Indies ; confequently,  the  treaty  which 
they  quote  can  never  juftify  them  in  carrying  on  a 
commerce,  which,  as  it  did  not  exifl,  and  was  not 
forefeen,  could  not  poffibly  be  guarded  againfl  when 

that 
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BOOK  that  convention  was  ratified.  Grotiiis,  whofe  autho- 
^ , rity  is  held  in  llich  veneration  among  the  Dutch^ 

,738,  has  determined  that  every  nation  has  a right  to  feize 
and  confifeate  the  goods  of  any  neutral  power,  which 
hiall  attempt  to  carry  them  into  any  place  which  is 
blocked  up  by  that  nation,  either  by  land  or  Tea. 
The  French  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies  were  fo 
blocked  up  by  the  Englifli  cruifers,  that  they  could 
receive  no  relief  from  their  own  government,  con- 
fequently  no  neutral  Power  could  attempt  to  fupply 
them  without  falling  under  this  predicament  *.  h 
was  for  thefe  rcafons  that  the  King  of  England  de- 
clared, by  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Yorke,  his  minifter 
plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  in  a conference  held 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  with  the  Deputies  of  the 
States-General,  that  though  he  was  ready  to  concur 
in  every  meafure  that  diould  be  propoled  for  giving 
fatisfadion  to  their  High  Mightineiles,  with  whom 
he  had  always  ftudied  to  live  in  tlie  moft  perfed: 
union,  he  was  neverthelefs  determined  not  to  fuffer 
the  trade  of  the  French  colonies  in  America  to  be 
carried  on  by  the  fubjeds  of  other  Powers,  under 
the  fpecious  pretext  of  neutrality ; nor  to  permit 
words  to  be  interpreted  as  a licenfe  to  drive  a trade 
with  his  enemies,  which,  though  not  particularly fpe- 
cified  in  the  articles  of  contraband,  was  neverthelefs 
rendered  fuch  in  all  refpeds,  and  in  every  fenfe,  by 
the  nature  of  the  circumftances.  It  is  not  at  all 

more 


* In  the  reign  of  King  William,  when  the  EngllHi  and  Dutch 
were  engaged  in  a war  againlt  France,  the  northern  Powers  of  Swe- 
den and  Denmark:  attempted  to  carry  on  the  French  commerce,  under 
the  fliade  of  neutrality  ; but  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  joined  in  leiling 
the  veflels  that  were  thus  employed.  Complaints  of  thefe  captures 
were  made  at  London  and  the  Hague,  and  the  complainants  were 
given  to  underltand  at  both  places,  that  they  tliould  not  be  allowed 
to  carry  on  any  trade  with  France,  but  what  was  ufual  in  time  of 
peace.  In  confequence  of  this  declaration,  Mr.  Groning  formed  the 
defign  of  writing  a treaiife  on  the  freedom  of  navigation,  and  com- 
municated the  plan  of  his  work  to  the  celebrated  Puffendorff,  who 
fignified  his  fentiments  in  a letter,  which  is  preferved  by  the  learned 
L.ubeyrac,  in  his  notes  upon  that  author’s  treatife  on  the  Law  of 
Nature  and  Nations, 
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more  furprifing  that  the  Dutch  merchants  flmild  chap. 
complain,  than  that  the  Englifh  government  fltould  j 

perfift  in  confifcating  the  fhips  that  were  found  to  ,7^3, 
contain  the  merchandife  of  their  enemies^  The 
individual  traders  of  every  mercantile  nation  will 
run  confiderable  rifques  in  extending  their  particular 
commerce,  even  when  they  know  it  mull  be  detri- 
mental to  the  general  interell  of  their  country.  In 
the  war  maintained  by  the  confederates  againft  Louis 
XIV.  of  France,  the  merchants  faips  of  the  Dutch 
carried  on  an  uninterrupted  trade  to  the  French 
ports : and,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  follicita- 
tions  of  England,  the  States-General  could  never 
be  prevailed  upon  to  prohibit  this  commerce,  which 
undoubtedly  enabled  France  to  protract  the  war. 

The  truth  is,  they  gave  the  Britiih  miniftry  to  un- 
derlland,  that  unlefs  they  connived  at  this  traffick, 
their  fiibjecls  could  not  polTibly  defray  their  propor- 
tion of  the  expence  at  which  the  war  was  maintained. 

It  is  well  known  through  all  Europe,  that  the  fub- 
jects  of  the  United  Provinces  reaped  confiderable 
advantage,  not  only  from  this  branch  of  illicit  trade, 
but  alfo  by  providing  for  both  armies  in  Flanders, 
and  by  the  pradlice  of  flock-jobbing  in  England  j 
confequently,  it  was  not  the  interefl,  either  of  the 
States-General,  or  the  Englidi  General,  between 
whom  there  was  a very  good  underflanding,  to 
bring  that  war  to  a fpeedy  conclufion  ; nor,  indeed, 
ought  we  to  fix  the  imputation  of  partiality  upon  a 
whole  nation,  for  the  private  conduct  of  individuals, 
influenced  by  motives  of  felf-interefl,  which  co-ope- 
rate with  the  fame  energy  in  Holland,  and  among 
the  fubjedls  of  Great-Britain.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
former  war,  fuch  a fcandalous  appetite  for  gain  pre- 
vailed in  diherent  parts  of  the  Britifli  dominions, 
that  the  French  Hands  were  aClually  fiipplied'  with 
provifions,  Haves,  and  lumber,  from  Ireland  and 
the  BritiHi  colonies  in  North-America ; and  Mar- 
tinique, in  particular,  mull  have  fuirendered  to  the 

commander 
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BOOK  commander  of  the  Englifli  fquadron  Rationed  in 
thofe  feas,  Jiad  it  not  been  thus  fupported  by  Eng- 
fubjedts.  Certain  it  is,  the  Dutch  had  fome 
reafon  to  complain  that  they  were  decoyed  into  this 
fpecies  of  traffick  by  the  article  of  a treaty,  which, 
in  their  opinion,  admitted  of  no  limitation  j and 
that  the  government  of  Great-Britain,  without  any 
previous  warning,  or  explaining  its  fentiments  on 
til  is  fubjedt,  fwept  the  fea  at  once  of  all  their  veffels 
employed  in  this  commerce,  and  condemned  them, 
without  mitigation,  to  the  entire  ruin  of  many 
thoufand  families.  Confidering  the  intimate  con- 
nedtion  of  mutual  interefl  fubfitling  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces,  they 
feem  to  have  had  fome  right  to  an  intimation  of  this 
nature,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  have  in- 
duced them  to  refign  all  profpedt  of  advantage  from 
the  profecution  of  fuch  a traffick. 

§ XLIX.  Befides  the  univerfal  clamour  excited 
in  Plolland,  and  the  famous  memorial  prefented  to 
the  States-General,  which  we  have  already  men- 
tioned in  another  place,  a deputation  of  merchants 
waited  four  times  fucceffiively  on  the  Princefs  Re- 
gent, to  explain  their  grievances,  and  demand  her 
concurrence  in  augmenting  the  navy  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  commerce.  She  promifed  to  inter- 
pole  her  beft  offices  with  the  court  of  Great-Bri- 
tain ; and  thefe  co-operating  with  reprefentations 
made  by  the  States-General,  the  Engliffi  minifter 
was  empowered  to  open  conferences  at  the  Hague, 
in  order  to  bring  all  matters  in  diipute  to  an  ami- 
cable accommodation.  Thefe  endeavours,  however, 
proved  ineffedlual.  The  Britiffi  cruifers  continued 
to  take,  and  the  Britiffi  courts  to  condemn  all  Dutch 
veffels  containing  the  produce  of  the  French  fugar 
iflands.  The  merchants  of  Plolland  and  Zealand 
renewed  their  complaints  with  redoubled  clamour, 
and  all  the  trading  part  of  the  nation,  reinforced  by 
the  whole  party  that  oppofed  the  Houfe  of  Orange, 

cried 
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ried  aloud  for  an  immediate  augmentation  of  the 
marine,  and  reprifals  upon  the  pirates  of  England* 
The  Princefs,  in  order  to  avoid  extremities,  was 
obliged  not  only  to  em.ploy  all  her  perfonal  influ- 
ence with  the  States-General,  but  alfo  to’' play  off 
one  fiftion  againft  another,  in  the  way  of  remon- 
ftrance  and  exclamation.  As  far  back  as  the  month 
of  June,  fhe  prefented  a mxmorial  to  the  States- 
General,  reminding  them,  that  in  the  beginning  of 
the  war  betv/een  France  and  England,  ihe  had  ad- 
vifed  an  augmentation  fliould  be  made  in  their  land 
forces,  to  ftrengthen  the  garrifons  of  the  frontier 
townsi  ^nd  cover  the  territories  of  the  republick 
from  invafion.  Slie  gave  them  to  underfland,  that 
the  provinces  of  Gueldres  and  Overyffel,  intimddated 
by  the  proximity  of  two  formidable  armies,  had  re- 
folvcd  to  demand  that  the  augmentation  of  their 
land  forces  fliould  be  taken  into  confideration  by 
the  other  provinces ; and  requefted  her  to  reinforce 
their  follicitations  that  this  ineafure  might  immedi- 
ately take  place*  This  requeft,  fhe  faid,  flie  the 
more  readily  granted,  as  die  could  not  but  be  fen- 
fible  of  the  imminent  danger  that  threatened  the  Re- 
publick, efpecially  fince  the  Hanoverian  army  had 
pafTed  the  Rhine  ; and  as  it  behoved  the  State  to 
put  itfelf  in  a condition  to  hinder  either  army  from 
retiring  into  the  territories  of  the  republick,  if  it 
fliould  be  defeated  j for,  in  that  cafe,  the  conqueror 
being  authorifed  to  purfue  his  enemy  wherever  he 
can  find  him,  would  bring  the  war  into  the  heart  of 
their  country.  This  reprefentation  had  no  other 
effed:  than  that  of  fufpending  the  meafure  which 
each  party  propofed.  The  Princefs,  in  her  anfwer 
to  the  fourth  deputation  of  the  merchants,  declared 
that  fhe  beheld  the  prefent  Rate  of  their  trade  with 
the  mod  anxious  concern ; that  its  v/ant  of  protec- 
tion was  not  her  fault,  but  that  of  the  towns  of  Dort, 
Haerlem,  Amfterdam,  Torgau,  Rotterdam,  and 
the  Brille,  to  v/hofe  condud  it  was  owing,  that  the 
VoL,  1\ , D d forces 
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BOOK  forces  of  the  State,  by  fea  and  land,  were  not  now 
I’i-  on  a better  footing.  The  deputies  were  afterwards 
'"'"Pd  * referred  to  her  minifter,  M.  de  la  Larrey,  to  whom 
* they  reprefented,  that  the  augmentation  of  the  land 
forces,  and  the  equipment  of  a fleet,  were  matters 
as  diftindl  from  each  other  as  light  from  darknefs : 
that  there  was  no  prefTing  motive  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  army,  whereas,  innumerable 
reafons  rendered  the  equipment  of  a fleet  a matter 
of  the  moft  urgent  necelTity.  In  a few  days  after 
this  reprefentation  was  made,  the  Princefs,  in  an 
aflembly  of  the  States-General,  requefted  their  High 
Mightineflfes,  that  feeing  their  earnefl:  and  repeated 
eflbrts  to  induce  the  provinces  of  Holland,  Zealand, 
Friefland,  and  Weft-Friefland,  to  acquiefee  in  ths 
propofed  augmentation  offerees  by  fea  and  land,  had 
not  hitherto  met  with  fuccefs,  they  v^^ould  now  con- 
fider  and  deliberate  upon  fome  expedient  for  termi- 
nating this  affair,  and  the  fooner  the  better,  in  or- 
der, on  one  hand,  to  fatisfy  the  ftrohg  and  well- 
grounded  inftances  made  by  the  provinces  of  Guel- 
dres,  Utrecht,  Overylfel,  and  Groningen  j and,  on 
the  other,  to  comply  with  the  ardent  juft  defires 
expreflfed  by  the  -commercial  inhabitants  of  the 
country.  She  told  them,  that  the  deputation  which 
waited  on  lier  confifted  of  forty  merchants,  a num- 
ber that  merited  attention  no  lefs  than  the  fpeech 
they  pronounced,  of  which  a great  number  of  printed 
copies  were  diftributed  through  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Without  making  any  particular  remarks 
on  the  harangue,  flie  only  obferved,  that  the  drift 
of  it  did  not  tend  to  facilitate  the  negociation  begun 
with  Great-Britain,  nor  to  induce  the  nation  to  pre- 
' fer  a convention  to  a rupture  with  that  crown.  From 
this  circumftance  flie  inferred,  it  was  more  thart 
time  to  finifh  the  deliberations  on  the  propofal  for 
augmenting  the  forces  both  by  fea  and  land ; a 
meafure,  without  which  fhe  was  convinced  in  her 
confcience  the  State  was,  and  would  always  remain, 
6 . ' expofed 
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expofe'd  to  all  forts  of  misfortune  and  danger,  both  chap. 
now  and  hereafter. 

§ L.  In  confequence  of  this  interpofition,  the 
States-Generah  that  fame  day  fent  a letter  to  the 
States  of  Holland  and  Wcft-FrieQand,  communi- 
cating the  fentiments  of  the  Princefs-Regent,  and 
infilling  upon  the  necelTity  of  complying  with  her 
propofal  of  the  double  augmentation.  They  ob- 
ferved,  that  an  augmentation  of  the  land  forces,  for 
the  defence  of  tlie  frontiers,  was  unavoidable,  as 
well  as  an  equipment  by  fea  for  the  fecurity  of  com- 
merce : that  the  States  of  the  provinces  of  Gueldres, 

Utrecht,  Overyffel,  and  Groningen,  joined  with 
them  in  the  fame  opinion  ; and  accordingly  had  in- 
fifted,  by  divers  letters  and  propofitions,  on  thofe 
two  points  fo  elTential  to  the  publick  intcrell.  They 
reprefented  the  danger  of  delay,  and  the  fatal  elfedls 
of  difcord : they  propofed,  that  by  a reciprocal 
indulgence  one  party  fhould  comply  with  tlie  fen- 
timents of  the  other,  in  order  to  avoid  a fchifm  and 
dangerous  divifion  among  the  confederates,  the  con- 
fequences  of  v/hich  \vould  be  very  deplorable  ; while 
the  republick,  in  the  mean  time,  would  remain  in  a 
defencelefs  condition,  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
depend  upon  the  arbitrary  pov/er  of  its  neighbours. 

They  conjured  them,  therefore,  as  they  valued  the 
fafety  of  their  country,  and  all  that  was  dear  to 
them,  as  they  regarded  the  protedlion  of  the  good 
inhabitants,  the  concord  and  harmony  which  at  all 
times,  but  efpecially  at  the  prefent  critical  jundture, 
was  ot  the  lafh  neceffity,  that  they  would  feriouQy 
refledl  upon  the  exhortations  of  her  Royal  Flighnefs, 
as  well  as  on  the  repeated  inftances  of  the  majority  of 
the  confederates  ; and  take  a wife  and  falutary  refo- 
lution  with  regard  to  the  propofed  augmentation  of 
the  land  forces,  fo  that  this  addition,  together  v/ith 
an  equipmient  at  fea,  might, -the  fooner  the  better, 
be  unanimoufly  brought  to  a conclufion.  It  was 
undoubtedly  the  duty  of  all  who  wiHied  well  to  their 

D d 2 country. 
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BOOK  country,  to  moderate  the  heat  and  precipitation  of 
in.  thofe,  who,  provoked  by  their  ioffes,  and  Simulated 
by  refentment,  endeavoured  at  this  period  to  in- 
volve their  nation  in  a war  with  Great-Britain.  Had 
matters  been  puflied  to  this  extremity,  in  a few 
months  the  republick  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  brought 'to  the  brink  of  ruin.  The  Dutch 
were  diftraded  by  internal  divifions ; they  were 
altogether  unprovided  for  hoftilities  by  fea ; the 
ocean  was  covered  with  their  trading  veflels ; and 
the  naval  armaments  of  Great-Britain  were  fo  nu- 
merous and  powerful  as  to  render  all  refiftance  on 
that  element  equally  vain  and  pernicious.  The 
Englifli  could  not  only  have  fcoured  the  feas,  and 
made  prize  of  their  Ihipping,  but  were  alfo  in  a 
condition  to  reduce  or  demolifh  ail  their  towns  in 
Zealand,  where  they  would  hardly  have  met  with 
any  oppofition. 
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•§  I.  Do7neflick  occurrences  in  Great -Britain.  § II. 

trials  of  Drs.  llenjey  and  Shehheare.  § III.  ‘Injii- 
tution  of  the  Magdalen  and  AJylmn.  § IV.  Society 
for  the  encouragement  of  arts.  § V.  Seffon  opened, 

§ VI.  New  treaty  with  the  King  of  Prujfia.  § VII. 
Supplies  granted.  § VIII.  Kinfs  mejfage  to  the 
Commons.  § IX.  Bills  relating  to  the  dijtillery^  and 
the  exportation  of  corn,  % X.  Petition  from  the  Juf- 
, Uces  of  Norfolk.  § XI.  Bill  for  the  importation  of 
falted  heef  from  Ireland  continued.  § XII.  Regula- 
tions with  x^fp^Il  to  privateers.  § XIII.  New 
77iilitia  laws.  § XIV.  All  for  the  relief  of  debtors 
revived.  § XV.  Bills  for  the  mp  or  tat  ion  of  Irijh 
heef  and  tallow.  § XVI.  AA  relative  to  Milford- 
haven.  § XVII.  Bill  relative  to  the  duty  on  pen- 
fions.  § XVIII.  AA  relative  to  the  duty  on  plate. 
§ XIX.  Cambrick  aA.  % XX.  Unfuccefsful  bills. 
§ XXL  Cafe  of  the  infolvent  debtors.  § XXIL 
Cafe  of  Captain  Walker.  % XXIII.  Remarks  on 
the  bankrupt  laws.  % XXIV.  Enquiry  into  the  fate 
of  the  poor.  § XXV.  Regidaticns  of  weights  and 
meafures.  § XXVI.  Refolutions  concerning  the  Fcund- 
■ ling-hofpital.  § XXVII.  Meffages  from  the  King 
to  the  Parliament.  § XXVIII.  Sejfion  clofed, 
§ XXIX.  Preparations  for  war.  § XXX.  Death 
of  the  Princejs  of  Orange  and  Princefs  Elizabeth 
Caroline.  § XXXI.  Examples  made  of  pirates. 
§ XXXII.  Accounts  of  fome  re777arkable  murders. 

XXXIII.  Murder  of  Daniel  Cla-rke.  § XXXIV. 
Majority  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  § XXXV.  Refo- 
lutions  concerning  a new  bridge  at  Black-friars. 
§ XXX VI.  Fire  in  Cornhill.  § XXXVII.  Ale- 
thod  contrived  to  find  out  the  longitude.  § XXXVIII. 
Inftallation  at  Oxford.  § XXXIX.  Deplorable 
inadent  at  Jea.  § XL.  Captures  trade  by  feparate 
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cru'ijers,  § XLI.  Captain  Hood  takes  the  Bellona* 
§ XLI  I.  And  Captain  Barrington  the  Count  de  St, 
Florentin.  § XLI  11.  Captain  Folkner  takes  a French 
Faji-Indiaman,  § XLIV^.  Prizes  taken  in  the 
V/eft-hidies.  § XLV.  Engagement  between  the 
Hercules  and  the  BloriJJ'ant,  § XLVI.  Havre~de^ 
Grace  bombarded  by  Admiral  Rodney.  § XLVII. 
yldm.  Bojeawen  defeats  M.  de  la  Clue.  § XLV  I II. 
Preparations  made  by  the  French  for  invading  Eng- 
land. § XLIX.  Account  ofFhurot.  § L,  Frouh 
fleet  fails  from  Brefi.  § I.  L Admiral  Hawke  de- 
feats M.  de  Ccrfl.ans.  § LI  I.  Proceedings  of  the 
IrifJj  Parliament.  § LJiL  Loyalty  of  the  Irijh 
catholicks.  § LIV.  Dangerous  infurredficn  in  Dub- 
lin. § LV.  Alarm  of  a defeent  in  Scotland. 

§ I.  X X J HI  LE  tlic  operations  of  the  war  were 
V V profecuted  through  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe,  the  ifiand  of  Great-Britain,  which  maybe 
termed  tire  centre  that  gave  motion  to  this  vaft  ma- 
chine, enjoyed  all  the  tranquiliity  of  the  mod  profound 
peace,  and  faw  nothing  of  war  but  the  preparations 
and  trophies,  which  ferved  only  to  animate  the  na- 
tion to  a defire  of  further  conquell ; for  the  dejec- 
tion occafionod  ^'by  the  misfortune  at  St.  Cas  i'oon 
vaniflied  before  the  proipedl  of  vibtory  and  fuccefs. 
Confidering  the  agitation  naturally  produced  among 
the  common  people,  by  the  practice  of  preffihg  men 
into  the  fervice  ot  the  navy,  which  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  had  been  carried  on  wdth  unufual  vio- 
lence, the  levy  of  fo  many  new  corps  of  foldiers, 
and  the  endeavours  ufed  in  fonming  the  national 
militia,  very  few  difturbances  happened  to  interrupt 
the  internal  repofe  of  the  nation.  From  private 
a6ls  of  malice,  fraud^  violence,  and  rapine,  no 
comiTiUnity  whatfoever  is  exempted.  In  the  month 
of  April,  tlie  temporary  wooden- bridge  over  the 
Thames,  built  for  the  conveniency  of  carriages  and 
paffengers,  while  the  workmen  Iliould  be  employed 
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in  widening  and  repairing  London-Bridge,  was  ma-  C H A P* 

licioufly  fet  on  fire  in  the  night,  and  continued  burn-  j 

ing  till  noon  next  day,  when  the  ruins  of  it  fell  into  ,758. 
the  river.  The  deftrudlion  of  this  conveniency 
proved  very  detrimental  to  the  commerce  of  the 
city,  notwithftanding  the  vigilancy  and  difcretion  of 
the  magiftrates,  in  applying  remedies  for  this  mis- 
fortune. A promife  of  the  King’s  pardon  was  offered 
in  a publick  advertifement,  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  a reward  of  two  hundred  pounds  by  the  city  of 
London,  to  any  perfon  who  fliould  difcover  the  per- 
petrator of  fuch  wicked  outrage ; but  neverthelefs 
he  efcaped  detedlion.  No  individual,  nor  any 
fociety  of  men,  could  have  the  lead  interefl  in  the 
execution  of  fuch  a fcheme,  except  the  body  of 
London  watermien ; but  as  no  difcovery  was  made 
to  the  prejudice  of  any  perfon  belonging  to  that 
fociety,  the  deed  was  imputed  to  the  malice  of  fome 
fecrec  enemy  to  the  publick.  Even  after  a new 
temporary  bridge  was  erecfted,  another  attempt  was 
made  (in  all  probability  by  the  fame  incendiary)  to 
reduce  the  whole  to  afhes,  but  happily  mifcarried, 
and  a guard  was  appointed,  to  prevent  any  fuch 
atrocious  efforts  in  the  fequel.  Dangerous  tumults 
were  raifed  in  and  about  Manchefter,  by  a prodi- 
gious number  of  iTianufaflurers,  who  had  left  off 
working,  and  entered  into  a combination  to  raife, 
by  force,  the  price  of  their  labour.  They  had 
formed  a regular  plan,  and  colledted  large  fums  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  poorer  fort,  while  they  re- 
fufed  to  work  for  their  families.  They  infulted  and 
abufed  all  thofe  who  would  not  join  in  this  defpdion  ; 
difperfed  incendiary  letters,  and  denounced  terrible 
threats  againft  all  fuch  as  fhould  prefume  to  oppofe 
their  proceedings.  But  thefe  menaces  had  no  effedt 
upon  the  magiftrates  and  juftices,  who  did  their 
duty  with  fuch  difcretion  and  courage,  that  the 
ringleaders  being  fingled  out,  and  punifned  by  law, 
the  reft  were  foon  reduced  to  order. 

D d 4 § IL 
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§ II.  In  the  month  of  June  Florence  Henfey,  an 
obfcure  phyfician,  and  native  of  Ireland,  who  had 
been  apprehended  for  treafonable  pradtices,  was 
tried  in  the  court  of  King’s-Bench,  on  an  indict- 
ment for  high  treafon.  In  the  courfe  of  the  trial  it 
appeared  that  he  had  been  employed  as  a fpy  for 
the  French  miniftry:  to  which,  in  confideration  of 
a paltry  penfion,  he  font  intelligence  of  every  mate- 
rial occurrence  in  Great-Britain.  The  corr^fpon- 
dence  was  managed  by  his  brother,  a Jefuit,  who 
adled  as  chaplain  and  fecretary  to  the  Spanifli 
ambaffadorat  the  Hague.  The  Britifh  refident  at 
that  court  having  learned  from  the  Spanifh  minifter 
fome  fecrets  relating  to  England,  even  before  they 
were  com.municated  to  him  from  the  Endifla 

O 

miniftry,  was  induced  to  fct  on  foot  an  enquiry 
touching  the  fource  of  this  information,  and  foon 
received  an  aftlirance,  that  the  fecretary  of  the 
Spaniili  ambaffador  had  a brother,  a phyfician  in 
I.ondon.  The  fufpicion  naturally  arifing  from  this 
circumftance  being  imparted  to  the  miniftry  of 
England,  Elenfey  vvas  narrowly  watched,  and 
twenty-nine  of  his  letters  v/ere  intercepted.  From 
the  contents  of  thefe  he  was  convidted  of  having 
given  the  French  court  the  firft  notice  of  the  expe- 
dition to  North-America,  the  capture  of  the  two 
ibips,  the  Alcide  and  Lys,  the  failing  and  deftina- 
tion  of. every  fquadron  and  armament,  and  the 
difficulties  that  occurred  in  raifing  money  for  the 
fervice  of  the.  public.  He  had  even  informed  them 
that  the  feCiCt  expedition  of  the  fore-going  year  was 
intended  againft  Rochefort,  and  advifed  a defeent 
•upon  Great-Britain,  at  a certain  time  and  place, 
as  the  micft  effeclual  method  of  diftrefling  the 
governm.ent,  and  aftedling  the  publick  credit. 
After  a long  trial  he  was  found  guilty  of  treafon, 
and  received  thefentence  of  death  ufually  pronounced 
on  fuch  occafions : but  whether  he  earned  forgive- 
pels  by  fome  material  difeovery,  or  the  minifter 
■2  - ■ ■ found 
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found  him  fo  infenfible  and  infignificant  that  he  ^ P- 

was  alhamed  to  take  his  life,  he  efcaped  execution,  

and  was  pardoned,  on  condition  of  going  into  per-  1758. 
petual  exile.  The  feverity  of  the  government  w^as 
much  about  the  fame  period  exercifed  on  Dr.  Sheb- 
bearc,  a publick  writer,  who,  in  a feries  of  printed 
letters  to  the  people  of  England,  had  animadverted 
on  the  coridud  of  the  miniftry  in  the  moft  acrimo- 
nious terms,  (ligmatifcd  fome  great  names  with  all 
the  virulence  of  cenfiire,  and  even  afifaulted  the 
throne  itfelf  with  oblique  infmuation  and  ironical 
fatire.  The  miniftry,  incenfed  at  the  boldnefs,  and 
ftill  more  enraged  at  the  fuccefs  of  this  author, 
whofe  writings  were  bought  with  avidity  by  the 
publick,  determined  to  punifti  him  feverely  for 
his  arrogance  and  abufe,  and  he  was  apprehended 
by  a warrant  from  the  fecretary’s  office,  His  fixth 
letter  to  the  people  of  England  was  pitched  upon 
as  the  foundation  of  a profecution.  After  a ftiort 
trial  in  the  court  of  King’s-Bench,  he  was  found 
guilty  of  having  written  the  fixth  letter  to  the  people 
of  England,  adjudged  a libellous  pamphlet,  fen- 
tenced  to  ftand  in  the  pillory,  to  pay  a fmall  fine, 
to  be  imprifbned  three  years,  and  give  fecurity  for 
his  future  good  behaviour : fo  that,  in  effedl:,  this, 
good  man  fuffered  more  for  having  given  vent  to 
the  unguarded  efflifions  of  miftaken  zeal,  couched  in 
the  language  of  paffion  and  feurrility,  than  was 
infli6led  upon  Henfey,  a convifted  traitor,  who  had 
a61;ed  as  a fpy  for  France,  and  betrayed  his  own 
country  for  hire. 

§ 111.  Amidft  a variety  of  crimes  and  diforders, 
arifmg  from  impetuofity  of  temper,  unreined  paffion, 
luxury,  extravagance,  and  an  aimoft  total  want  of 
police  and  fubordination,  the  virtues  of  benevolence 
are  always  fpringing  up  to  an  extraordinary  growth 
in  the  Britifh  foil;  and  here  charities  are  often 
eftabliffied  by  the  humanity  of  individuals,  which 
jn  any  other  country  w'ouid  be  honoured  as  national 

inftitutions ; 
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Boo,K  inftitntions-:  witneis  the  great  number  of  hofpitals 
and  infirmaries  in  London  and  Weftminfter,  erefted 
maintained  by  voluntary  contributions,  or  raifed 
by  the  princely  donations  of  private  founders.  In 
the  courfe  of  this  year  the  publick  began  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  feveral  admirable  inftitutions.  Mr. 
rienry  Rainc,  a private  gentleman  of  Micldlefex, 
had,  in  his  life-time,  built  and  endowed  an  hofpital 
for  the  maintenance  of  forty  poor  maidens.  By  his 
will  he  bequeathed  a certain  fum  of  money  to  accu- 
mulate at  intercR,  under  themanagemient  of  truftecs, 
until  the  yearly  jrroduce  fhould  aiTiount  to  two 
liundred  and  ten  pounds,  to  be  given  in  marriage- 
portions  to  two  of  the  maidens  educated  in  his  hof- 
pital, at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  who  Biould  be  the 
bell  recoimmended  for  piety  and  induftry  by  the 
mailers  or  miilrefTes  whom  they  had  ferved.  In 
the  month  of  March,  the  fum  deftined  for  this 
laudable  purpofe  was  completed : when  the  truflecs 
by  publick  advertifernent,  fummoned  the  maidens 
educated  in  the  hofpical  to  appear  on  a certain  day, 
with  proper  certificates  of  their  behaviour  and  cir- 
cnmflances,  that  fix  of  the  moil  deferving  might  be 
feledled  ’ to  draw  lots  for  the  prize  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  paid  as  her  marriage  portion,  pro- 
vided file  married  a mart  of  an  unblemafiied  charadcr, 
a member  of  the  church  of  England,  refiding 
within  certain  fpecified  pariilies,  and  approved  by 
the  truRecs.  Accordingly,  on  the  firR  of  May  the 
candidates  appeared,  and  the  prize  being  gained  by 
one  young  v/oman,  in  prefence  of  a numerous 
aRembly  of  all  ranks,  attradled  by  curiofity,  the 
other  five  m.aidens,  wfith  a fiixth,  added  in  lieu  of 
her  w’ho  had  been  fuccefsful,  were  marked  for  a 
fecend  chance  on  the  Rime  day  of  the  following 
year,  when  a fecond  prize  of  the  fame  value  would 
be  prclented;  thus  a new  candidate  wfili  be  added 
every  year,  that  every  maiden  who  has  been  edu- 
cated in  this  hoipital,  and  preferved  her  charaRer 

‘ ■ without 
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without  reproach,  may  have  a chance  for  the  noble  ^ 
donation,  which  is  alfo  accompanied  with  the  fum 
of  five  pounds  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  wedding  1758. 
entertainment.  One  fcarce  knows  whether  mofl  to 
admire  the  plan,  or  commend  the  humanity  of  this 
excellent  inftitution.  Of  equal  and  perhaps  fuperior 
merit  was  another  charitable  eftablifhment,  which 
alfo  took  effeft  about  this  period.  A fmall  number 
of  humane  individuals,  chiefly  citizens  of  London, 
deeply  affeffed  with  the  fituation  of  common  prof- 
titutes,  who  are  certainly  the  mofl  forlorn  of  all 
human  creatures,  formed  a generous  refolution  in 
their  favour,  fuch  as  even  the  bell  men  of  the 
kingdom  had  never  before  the  courage  to  avow. 

They  confidered  that  many  of  thefe  unhappy  crea- 
tures, fo  wretched  in  themfelves,  and  fo  produ6live 
of  mifchief  to  fociety,  had  been  feduced  to  vice  in 
their  tender  years  by  the  perfidious  artifice  of  the 
other  fex,  or  the  violence  of  unruly  palTion,  before 
they  had  acquired  experience  to  guard  againft  the 
one,  or  forefight  to  perceive  the  fatal  confequences 
of  the  other:  that  the  jewel,  reputation,  being  thus 
irretrievably  loft,  perhaps  in  one  unguarded  moment, 
they  were  covered  with  fliame  and  difgrace,  aban- 
doned by  their  families,  excluded  from  all  pity,  re- 
gard and  a.fliitance : that,  flung  by  felf  conviction, 
infulted  with  reproach,  denied,  the  privilege  of 
penitence  and  contrition,  cut  off  from  all  hope, 
impelled  by  indigence,  and  maddened  with  defpair, 
they  had  plunged  into  a life  of  infamy,  in  which 
they  were  expofed  to  deplorable  vicifTitudes  of  mifery, 
and  the  moft  excruciating  pangs  of  reflexion  that  any 
human  being  could  fuftain : that,  whatever  remorfe 
they  might  feel,  howfoever  they  might  deteft  their  own 
vice,  or  long  for  an  opportunity  of  amendmient,  they 
were  entirely  deflitute  of  all  means  of  reformation : 
they  were  not  only  deprived  of  all  polTibilicy  of 
profiting  by  thofe  precious  moments  of  repentance, 
and  becoming  again  uieful  members  of  fociety , but. 
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BOOK,  in  order  to  earn  a miferable  fobfiftence,  were  obliged 
^ ^ to  perfevere  in  the  paths  of  proftitution,  and  aft  as 

J75S.  the  inlirumenrs  of  heaven’s  vengeance  in  propagating 
diilemper  and  profligacy,  in  mining  the  bodies  and 
debauching  the  minds  of  their  fellow- creatures. 
Moved  to  fympathy  and  companion  by  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  this  virtuous  band  of  aflbciates  deter- 
mined to  provide  a comfortable  afylum  for,  female 
penitents,  to  which  they  might  fly  for  flielter  from 
the  receptacles  of  vice,  the  miferies  of  life,  and  the 
korn  of  mankind  5 where  they  might  indulge  the 
faintary  fentiments  of  remorfe,  make  their  peace 
with  heaven,  accuftom  themfelves  to  induftry  and 
temperance,  and  be  profitably  re-united  to  fociety, 

1 from  which  they  had  been  fo  unhappily  diffevered. 

The  plan  of  this  excellent  inflitution  being  formed, 
v/as  put  in  execution  by  means  of  voluntary  fub- 
fcription,  and  the  houie  opened  in  Goodman’s- 
fields,  under  the  name  of  the  Magdalen-hofpital, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft ; when  fiftv  petitions  were 
prefented  by  penitent  proftitutes,  folliciting  admit- 
tance. Another  afylum  was  alfo  opened  by  the 
hand  of  private  charity,  on  the  Surry- fide  of  Weft- 
Tuinfter- bridge,  for  the  reception  and  education  of  fe- 
male orphans,  and  children  abandoned  by  theirparents. 

§ IV.  Nor  was  encouragement  refufed  to  thofe 
who  diftinguiflied  themfelves  by  extraordinary  talents 
in  any  branch,  of  the  liberal  and  ufeful  arts  and 
fcienccs,  though  no  Mmcenas  appeared  among  the 
minifcers,  and  not  the  leafc  ray  of  patronage  glim- 
mered from  the  throne.  The  proteftion,  counte- 
nance, and  gratification  fecured  in  other  countries 
by  the  inflitution  of  academies,  and  the  liberalities 
ot  Princes,  the  ingenious  in  England  derived  from 
the  gcnerofity  of  a publick,  endued  with  tafte  and 
fenfibility,  eager  for  improvement,  and  proud  of 
patronizing  extraordinary  merit.  Several  years  had 
already  elapfed  fince  a fociety  of  private  perfons  was 
Jnflituted  at  London,  for  the  encouragement  of  arts, 

liianufaftuics, 
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maniifa6tiires,  and  commerce.  It  confided  of  a 
prefident,  vice  prefident,  fecretary,  regifcer,  col- 
ledtor,  and  other  officers,  eledled  from  a very  con- 
fiderable  number  of  mem.bers,  who  pay  a certain 
yearly  contribution  for  the  purpofes  of  the  inditution. 
In  the  courfe  of  every  year  they  held  eight  general 
meetings  in  a large  aflembly-room,  built  and  fur- 
niffied  at  the  common  expence;  befides  the  ordi- 
nary meetings  of  the  fociety,  held  eVeiy  week, 
from  the  fecond  Wednefday  in  November  to  the 
lad  Wednefday  in  May;  and,  in  the  intermediate 
time,  on  the  firft  and  third  Wednefday  of  every 
month.  At  thefe  ordinary  meetings,  provided  the 
number  then  prefent  exceeded  ten,  the  members 
had  a right  to  proceed  on  bufmefs,  and  powder  to 
appoint  fuch  committees  as  they  ffiould  think  ne- 
ceftary.  The  money  contributed  by  this  affiociation, 
after  the  neceffiary  expence  of  the  fociety  had  been 
deduced,  was  expended  in  premiums  for  planting 
and  hufbandry ; for  difcoveries  and  improvements 
in  chemiftry,  dying,  and  mineralogy ; for  pro- 
moting the  ingenious  arts  of  drawing,  engraving, 
calling,  painting,  Ratuary,  and  fculpture ; "for  the 
improvement  of  manufaftures  and  machines  in  the 
various  articles  of  hats,  crapes,  druggets,  mills, 
marbled-paper,  ffiip-blocks,  fpinning  wheels,  toys, 
yarn,  knitting,  and  weaving.  They  likewife  al- 
lotted fums  for  the  advantage  of  the  Britifh  colonies 
in  America,  and  bellowed  premiums  on  thofe  fet- 
tiers  who  ffiould  excel  in  curing  cochineal,  planting 
logwood-trees,  cultivating  olive-trees,  producing 
myrtle-wax,  making  pot-afh,  preferving  raifins, 
curing  fafflour,  making  filk  and  wines,  importing 
Ilurgeon,  preparing  ifinglafs,  planting  hemp  and 
cinnamon,  extradling  opium  and  the  gum  of  the; 
perfimon-tree,  colleding  Hones  of  the  mango,  which 
ffiould  be  found  to  vegetate  in  the  Well-Indies ; 
mifing  filk-grafs,  and  laying  out  provincial  gardens. 
They,  moreover,  allowed  a gold  medal,  in  honour 
of  him  who  ffiould  compofe  the  bell  treatife  on  the 
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arts  of  peace,  containing  an  hiftorical  account  of 
the  progreffive  improvements  of  agriculture,  manu- 
fa6tures,  and  commerce  in  the  kingdom  of  England, 
with  the  effeds  of  thofe  improvements  on  the  morals 
and  manners  of  the  people,  and  pointing  out  the 
moft  proper  means  for  their  future  advancement. 
In  a word,  the  fociety  is  fo  numerous,  the  contri- 
butions fo  confiderable,  the  plan  fo  judicioufly  laid, 
and  executed  with  fuch  difcretion  and  fpirit,  as  to 
promife  much  more  effedtual  and  extenfive  advan- 
tage to  the  publick  than  ever  accrued  from  all  the 
boafled  academies  of  Chriflendom.  The  artifts  of 
London  had  long  maintained  a private  academy 
for  improvement  in  the  art  of  drawing  from  living 
figures ; but,  in  order  to  extend  this  advantage, 
which  was  not  attained  without  difficulty  and  ex- 
pence, the  Duke  of  Richmond,  a young  nobleman 
of  the  moft  amiable  charafter,  provided  a large 
apartment  at  Whitehall,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who 
ftudied  the  arts  of  painting,  fculpture,  and  engrav- 
ing ; and  furnifhed  it  with  a collection  of  original 
plaiftcr  cafts  from  the  beft  antique  ftatues  and  biifts 
at  Rome  and  Florence.  Here  any  learner  had 
liberty  to  draw,  or  make  models,  under  the  eye 
and  inftrudtions  of  two  eminent  artifts  3 and  twice  a 
year  tlie  munificent  founder  beftowed  premiums  of 
filver  medals  on  the  four  pupils  who  excelled  the 
reft  in  drawing  from  a certain  figure,  and  making 
the  beft  model  of  it  in  baffo-relievo 


* Among  other  tranfa^llons  that  cliftlngul/h  the  hiftory  of  Great- 
Bi'itain,  fcarce  a year  glides  away  without  producing  fome  incident 
that  ftrongly  marks  the  lingular  chara6ler  of  the  EngliHi  nation.  A 
very  extraordinary  inftance  of  this  nature,  relating  to  the  late  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  we  lhall  record  among  the  events  of  this  year, although 
it  derived  its  origin  from  the  latter  end  of  the  lall,  and  cannot  be 
properly  enumerated  among  thofe  occurrences  that  appertain  to  gene- 
ral hiftory.  Towards  the  end  of  November,  in  the  preceding  year, 
the  above-mentioned  nobleman  received,  by  the  poll,  a letter  directed 
“ To  1 lis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  with  care  and  fj^eed,” 
and  containing  this  addrefs ; 

“ My  Lord. 

“ As  ceremony  is  an  Idle  thing  upon  moft  occaiions,  more  efpe- 
cially  to  perlbns  in  my  ftate  of  mind,  I Hiall  proceed  immediately  to 


acquaint 
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§ V.  On  the  twenty-third  day  of  November  both  chap. 
Houfes  of  Parliament  met  at  Weftminfter,  when  his 
^ Majefty  ’"7;^ 

acquaint  you  with  the  mbtiv^  and  end  of  addrefTing  this  epiftJe  to 
you,  which  is  equally  interelting  to  us  both.  You  are  to  know  then, 
that  my  prel'ent  lituation  in  life  is  fuch,  that  I fliould  prefer  annihi- 
lation to  a continuance  in  it.  Defperate  difeafes  require  del'pcratc 
remedies;  and  you  are  the  man  I have  pitched  upon,  either  to  mak« 
me  or  unmake  yourfelf.  As  I never  had  the  honour  to  live  among 
the  great,  the  tenour  of  my  prcpofals  will  not  be  very  courtly;  but 
let  that  be  an  argument  to  inforce  a belief  of  what  I am  now  going  to 
write.  It  has  employed  my  invention  for  I'ome  lime  to  find  out  a 
method  of  deftroying  another  without  expofing  my  own  life:  that  I 
have  accomplifiied,  and  defy  the  law.  Now,  for  the  application  of 
it.  I am  defperate,  and  mull  be  provided  for.  You  have  it  in  your 
power;  it  is  my  bufinel’s  to  make  it  your  inclination  to  i’erve  me, 
which  you  mull  determine  to  comply  witii,  by  procuring  me  a genteel 
fupport  for  my  life,  or  your  own  will  be  at  a period  before  this  fefiion 
of  Parliament  is  over.  I have  more  motives  than  one  for  fingling  you 
out  upon  this  occafion ; and  I give  you  this  fair  warning,  becaufa 
the  means  I fhall  make  ufe  of  are  too  fatal  to  be  eluded  by  the  power 
of  phyfick.  If  you  think  this  of  any  confequence,  you  will  not  fail 
to  meet  the  author  on  Sunday  next,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  or  on 
Monday  (if  the  weather  fliould  be  rainy  on  Sunday)  near  tiie  firft  trea 
beyond  the  fiyie  in  Hyde-Park,  in  the  foot-walk  to  Kenlington.. 

Seciefy  and  compliance  may  prtferve  you  from  a double  danger  of  - 
this  fort,  as  there  is  a certain  part  of  the  world  where  your  death  has 
more  than  been  wiflied  for  upon  other  motives.  I know  the  world 
too  well  to  iruft  this  fecret  in  any  brealt  but  ray  own.  A few  days 
deteriuine  me  your  friend  or  enemy, 

“FELTON. 

“ You  will  apprehend  that  I mean  you  would  be  alone,  and  de- 
pend upon  it,  that  a difeovery  of  any  artifice  in  this  affair  will  be  fatal 
to  you.  My  lafety  is  infured  by  iny  lilence,  for  confeflion  only  caa 
condemn  me.” 

The  Duke,  in  compliance  with  this  ftrange  rernonffrance,  appeared 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  on  liorfeback  and  alone,  with  piftols 
before  him,  and  the  flar  of  his  order  difplayed,  that  he  might  be  the 
more  eafily  known.  He  had  likewife  taken  the  precaution  of  engag- 
ing a friend  to  attend  in  the  Park,  at  fuch  a diflance,  however,  as 
fcarce  to  be  obfervable.  He  continued  fome  time  on  the  fpot  with- 
out feeing  any  perfon  he  could  fufpeff  of  having  wrote  the  letter,  and 
then  rode  away ; but  chancing  to  turn  his  head  when  he  reached 
Hyde-Park  corner,  he  perceived  a man  flanding  at  the  bridge,  and 
looking  at  the  water,  within  twenty  yards  of  the  tree  which  \vas  de- 
fciibed  in  the  letter.  He  forthwith  rode  hack  at  a gentle  pace,  and 
paiTing  by  the  perfon  expeaed  to  be  addrefed,  but  as  no  advance  of 
this  kind  was  made,  he,  in  repalTing,  bowed  to  the  ftranger,  and  ' 
afked  if  he  had  not  fomething  to  communicate.  The  man  replying, 

*<  ^ knovV  you  the  Duke  told  him  his  name,  adding, 

“ Now  you  know  me,  I imagine  you  have  fornethingto  fay  to  me.’’ 

But  heftili  anfwered  in  the  negative,  and  the  Duke  rode  home.  la 

a day 
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BOOK  Majefhy  being  indifpofed,  the  feffion  was  opened  by 
^ comnaiffion,  and  the  Lord-keeper  harangued  them 
J758,  . to 

a day  or  two  after  this  tranfa^lion  another  letter  was  brought  to  him, 
couched  in  the  following  terms  : 

“ My  Lord, 

YOU  receive  this  as  an  acknowledgement  cf  your  punfluality  as 
to  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  on  Sunday  lalt,  though  it  was 
owing  to  you  it  anfwered  no  pnrpofe.  The  pageantry  of  being  armed, 
and  the  enfign  of  your  order  were  ulelefs,  and  too  confpicnous.  You 
needed  no  attendant,  the  place  was  not  calculated  for  rnifchic-f,  nor 
was  any  intended.  If  you  walk  in  the  weft  aille  of  Weftminller- 
Abbey,  towards  eleven  o’clock  on  Sunday  next,  your  fagacity  will 
point  out  the  perfon  whom  you  will  addrefs,  by  alking  his  company 
to  take  a turn  or  two  with  you.  Y'^ou  will  not  fail,  on  enquiry,  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  name  and  place  of  abode.  According  to 
which  direftion  you  will  pleafe  to  fend  two  or  three  hundred  pound 
bank-notes  the  next  day  by  the  penny-poft.  Exert  not  your  curio* 
fity  too  early:  it  is  in  your  power  to  make  me  grateful  on  certain 
terms.  I have  friends  who  are  faithful,  but  they  do  not  bark  before 
they  bite. 

“ I am,  &c.  F.” 

The  duke,  determining,  ifpoftible,  to  unveil  this  myftery,  repaired 
to  the  Abbey  at  the  time  prefcribed,  and,  alter  having  walked 
up  and  down  for  five  or  fix  minutes,  faw  the  very  fame  perfon  to 
whom  he  had  fpoke  in  Hyde-Park  enter  the  Abbey,  with  another  man 
of  a creditable  appearance.  This  laft,  after  they  had  viewed  fonie 
of  the  monuments,  went  into  the  choir,  and  the  other  turning  back 
advanced  towards  the  duke,  who  accofting  him,  alked  if  he  had  any 
thing  to  fay  to  him,  or  any  commands  for  him  ? He  replied,  “ Nc(, 
my  lord,  I have  not.” — “ Sure  you  have,”  faid  the  Duke,  but  he 
perfifted  in  his  denial.  Then  the  duke  leaving  him,  took  feveral 
turns  in  the  aifle,  while  the  ftranger  walked  on  the  other  fide.  But 
' nothing  further  pafted  between  them,  and  although  the  duke  had 
provided  feveral  perfons  in  difguife  to  apprehend  the  delinquent,  he 
forbore  giving  thcfignal,  that  notwithftanding  appearances,  he  might 
run  no  rifque  of  injuring  an  innocent  perfon.  Not  long  after  this 
fecond  difappointment  he  received  a third  letter,  to  the  following 
effefl : 

My  Lord, 

**  I AM  fully  convinced  you  had  a companion  on  Sunday : I in- 
terpret it  as  owing  to  the  weaknefs  of  human  nature,  but  fuch  pro- 
ceeding is  far  from  being  ingenuous,  and  may  produce  bad  effefts, 
whilftit  is  impoftlble  to  anfwer  the  end  propofed.  You  will  fee  me 
again  foon,  as  it  were  by  accident,  and  may  eafily  find  where  I go 
to>  in  confequence  of  which,  by  being  fent  to,  I fliall  wait  on  your 
grace,  but  cxpe6f  to  be  quite  alone,  and  to  converfe  in  whifpers: 
you  will  likewife  give  your  honour,  upon  meeting,  that  no  part  of 
the  converfation  fhall  tranfpire.  Thefe  and  the  former  terms  com- 
plied with  enfure  your  fafety  ; my  revenge,  in  cafe  of  non-compliance 
(or any  fcheme  to  expofe  me)  will  be  flower,  but  not  the  lefs  lure; 
and  ftrongfufpicion  the  utmoft  that  can  polfibly  enfue  upon  it,  while 
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Vo  this  feffed.  He  told  them,  his  Majefty  had  di- 
reded  the  Lords  of  the  Commiffion  to  aflure  his 
VoL.  IV.  E e Parliament 


the  chances  would  be  ten  fold  agalnft  you.  You  v^ill  poUibly  be  in 
doubt  afier  the  meeting,  but  it  is  cjuite  necelfary  the  ouiiide  fhould 
be  a nialk  to  the  in.  The  family  ot  the  Bloods  is  not  extinft,  thotigli 
they  are  not  in  my  fcheine.” 

The  expreffion,  “ you  will  fee  me  again  Toon,  as  It  were  by  acci- 
dent,” plainly  pointed  at  the  perfon  to  whom  lie  had  Ipoke  in  the 
Park,  and  in  the  Abbey  ; nevcrthelel's,  he  law  him  not  again,  nor 
did  he  hear  anything  lurther  of  the  affair  for  two  montlis,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  the  poll  brought  him  the  following  letter; 

“ May  it  pieale  your  Grace, 

“ I Haverealbn  to  believe  that,  the  fon  of  one  Barnardj  a furveyor* 
in  Abingdon-buildings,  Wettminfter,  I?  acquainted  wi  h Tome  fecrets 
that  nearly  concern  your  iafety  : his  father  is  now  out  of  town,  which 
will  give  you  an  opportunity  of  queltioning  him  more  piivately  ; it 
would  be  urclefs  to  your  grace,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  mcj  to  ap- 
pear more  pubiickly  in  this  affair, 


“ Your  fincere  friend, 

ANONYMOU.Si 

“'He  frequently  goes  to  Storey’s-Gate  coffee-houfe.” 

In  about  a week  after  this  intimation  was  received,  the  Duke  fent 
a perfon  to  the  coffee-hotife,*  to  enquire  for  Mr.  Barnard,  and  tell 
him  he  would  be  glad  to  fpeak  to  him.  The  meli’age  v/as  delivered, 
and  Barnard  declared  he  would  wait  upon  his  grace  next  Thurfday, 
at  half  an  hoitr  after  ten  in  the  morning.  He  was  punilual  to  his 
appointment,  and  no  fooner  appeared  than  the  Duke  recognifed  him 
to  be  the  perfon  to  whom  he  had  fpoke  in  the  Park  and  ihe  Abbey. 
Having  concluded  him  into  an  apartment,  and  fhut  the  door,  he 
afked,  as  before,  if  he  had  any  thing  to  communicate  ; and  was 
anfwered,  as  formerly,  in  the  negative.  Then  the  Duke  repeated 
every  circumffance  of  this  flrange  tranfaaion  ; to  which  Barnard 
liffcned  with  attention  and  ftirprife,  yet  without  exhibiting  any  marks 
of  cOnfcious  guilt  or  confufion,  i lie  Duke  oblerving  that  it  vv'as 
mattei  of  alfqnifhment  to  lee  letters  of  luch  impoft  written  with  the 
coiiebfnefs  of  a Icholar,  the  other  replied,  that  a man  might  be  very 

poor  and  very  learned  at  the  fame  time.  ' 

letterj  in  which  his  name  was  mentiobed, 
his  father’s  abience,  he  faid,  “ It  is  very 

out  of  town.”  An  expreffion  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  letter 
was  without  date,  and  he  could  not,  as  an  innocent  man,  be  fuppofed 
to  know  at  what  time  it  was  written.  .The  Duke  having  ma<le  him 
acquainted  with  the  particulars,  told  him,  that  if  he  was  innocent 
he  ought  to  nfe  his  endeavours  to  detea  the  writer  of  the  letters 
Clpecially  of  the  lalf,  in  which  he  was  exprefsly  named.  To  this  ad- 
monition he  returned  no  other  anfw'er  but  a Imile,  and  then  with- 
diew.— He  was  afterwards  taken  into  cuffody,  and  tried  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  for  fending  a threatening  letter,  contrary  to  the  ftatute;  but 
no  evidence  could  be  found  to  prove  the  letters  were  of  his  hand- 
writing  5 nor  did  any  prelhmption  appear  againff  him,  except  his 
being  Hyde.Park.  and  in  Wcftminfter  Abbey,  at  the  lir.te  an; 
place  appointed  m the  two  firft  letters.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr 
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with  the  circumftance  of 
odd,  my  father  was  then 
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BOOK  Parliament  that  he  always  received  the  higheft  fans- 
fa6tion  in  being  able  to  lay  before  them  any  events 
that  might  promote  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his 
kingdom : that  in  confequence  of  their  advice,  and 
enabled  by  the  afTiftance  which  they  unanimoiifly 
gave,  his  Majefly  had  exerted  his  endeavours  to 

carry 

Barnard  proved,  that  on  the  Sunday,  when  he  faw  the  Duke  in  Hyde- 
Park,  he  was  on  his  way  to  Kenfington,  on  particular  bufinefs,  by  his 
fatlier’s  order,  fignified  to  him  that  very  morning:  that  he  accordingly 
went  thither,  and  dined  with  his  uncle,  in  company  with  feveral 
other  perl'ons,  to  whom  he  related  what  had  pafled  between  the  Duke 
of  Marlhoi ou?h  and  him  in  the  Parle:  that  Ills  being  afterwards  in 
Wehininller- Abbey  was  the  effecl  of  mere  accident  5 that  Mr.  Janies 
Gieenwood,  his  kinfman,  who  had  lain  the  preceding  night  at  his 
father’s  houfe,  defired  him  to  drefs  himfelf,  that  they  might  walk 
together  In  the  Park;  and  he  did  not  comply  with  his  requeft  till 
after  much  follicitation  : that  he  propofed  to  enter  the  Park  without 
palling  through  tlie  Abbey,  but  was  prevailed  upon  by  Mr.  Green- 
wood, wboexprefl'cd  a defire  of  feeing  the  newly-ei’e£led  monument  of 
General  Hargrave  ; that  as  he  had  formerly  communicated  to  his 
fiiend  the  ftrange  circumftaiice  of  the  Duke’s  fpeakmg  to  him  in 
Hyde  Park,  Mr.  Greenwood  no  fooner  faw  that  nobleman  in  the 
Abbey,  tlian  he  gave  notice  to  Tvlr.  Barnard,  who  was  very  fliort- 
fighted;  and  that,  from  his  paffing  them  feveral  times,  concluding 
he  wanted  to  fpeak  with  Mr.  Barnard  alone,  he  quitted  him,  and  re- 
tired into  the  choir,  that  they  might  commune  together  without  in- 
terruption. It  likewife  appeared  from  undoubted  evidence,  that  Bar- 
nard had  often  mentioned  openly,  to  his  friends  and  acquaintance, 
the  circumftances  of  what  palled  between  him  and  the  Duke  in  the  Park 
and  in  the  Abbey  ; that  his  father  was  a man  of  unblemilhed  reputa- 
tion, and  in  affluent  circumftances  ; that  he  himfelf  was  never  reduced 

to  any  want,  or  fuch  exigence  as  might  impel  him  to  any  defperats 
methods  of  obtaining  money  ; that  bis  fidelity  had  l>een  often  tried, 
and  his  life  always  Irreproacliable.  Forthefe  reafons  he  was'acquitted 
ol  the  Cl  ime  laid  to  his  charge,  and  the  myftery  remains  to  this  day 
ttndifcovei  ed. 

After  all,  the  author  of  the  letters  does  not  feem  to  have  had  any 
real  delign  to  extort  money,  becaufe  the  fcheme  was  very  ill  calcu- 
lated for  that  purpofe,  and,  indeed,  could  not  poffibly  take  effeft, 
witliout  the  moft  imminent  rifque  of  deteftion.  Perhaps  his  aim  was 
nothing  more  than  to  gratify  a petulance  and  peculiarity  of  humour, 
by  alarming  the  Duke,  exciting  the  curiofity  of  the  publick,  puzzling 
the  multitude,  and  giving  rife  to  a thoufand  ridiculous  conjectures. 
If  any  thing  more  was  intended,  and  the  Duke  earneftly  defired  to 
know  the  extent  of  the  fcheme,  he  might,  when  he  clofeted  the  per- 
fon  fufpe6led,  have  encouraged  him  to  a declaration,  by  promiling 
inviolable  fecrefy  on  his  word  and  honour,  in  which  any  man  would 
have  confided  as  a facred  obligation.  On  the  whole,  it  is  furprifing 
that  the  death  of  the  Duke,  which  happened  in  the  courfe  of  tins 
year,  was  never  attributed  to  the  fecret  practices  of  this  incendiary 
conelpondcnt  who  had  given  him  to  undeiftand,  that  his  vengeance^ 
though  flow,  vv'ould  hot  be  the  lefs  certain. 
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carry  on  the  war  in  the  moft  vigorous  manner,  inC 
order  to  attain  that  defirable  end,  always  to  be 
wiilied,  a fafe  and  honourable  peace  : that  it  had 
pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  blefs  his  measures 
and  arms  with  hicceis  in  feveral  parts,  and  to  make 
the  enemies  of  the  nation  feel  that  the  ftrength  of 
Great-Britain  is  not  to  be  provoked  with  impunity: 
that  the  conqueif  of  the  fbrong  fortrels  of  l^ouif- 
bourg,  with  the  idands  of  Cape-Breton  and  St. 
John;  the  demolition  of  Frontenac,  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  his  operations  in  Arnericaj  and  the 
reduftioil  of  Senegal,  covlld  not  fail  to  bring  great 
diflrefs  on  the  French  comnaerce  and  colonies,  and, 
in  proportion,  to  procure  great  advantage  to  thofe 
of  Great-Britain.  He  obferved,  that  France  had 
alfo  been  made  fenfible,  that  whilll  her  forces  are 
fent  forth  to  invade  and  ravage  the  dominions  of  her 
neighbours,  her  own  coafts  are  not  inaccelTible  to 
his  Majefty’s  fleets  and  armies : a truth  which  fhe 
had  experienced  in  the  demolition  of  the  works  at 
Cherbourg,  eredted  at  a great  expcnce,  with  a par- 
ticular view  to  annoy  England,  as  well  as  in  the  lofs 
of  a great  number  of  fliips  and  veflfds ; but  no  treat  - 
ment, however  injurious  to  his  Majefty,  could  tempt 
liim  to  make  retaliation  on  the  innocent  fubjedls  of 
that  crown.  Fie  told  them,  that  in  Germany  his 
Majefty’s  good  brother,  the  King  of  Pruflia,  and 
Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  had  found  full 
employment  for  the  enemies  of  France  and  her  con- 
federates, from  which  the  Englifti  operations,  both 
by  fea  and  in  America,  had  derived  the  moft  evident 
advantage;  their  fucceffes,  owing,  under  God,  to 
their  able  condud,  and  the  bravery  of  his  Majefty's 
troops,  and  thofe  of  his  allies,  having  been  fignal 
and  glorious.  The  King,  moreover,  commanded 

In  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  King,  In  quality  of  Ele^or  of 
Hanover,  having  occafion  for  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  a loan, 
by  lubfcription  for  that  fum  was  opened  at  the  Bank,  and  filled  im- 
mediately by  fcvencr  eight  money  dea'ers  of  London. 
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BOOK  them  to  declarCjthat  the  common  caufe  of  liberty  and 

^ / independency  was  ftill  making  noble  and  glorious 

1758.  efforts  againft  the  unnatural  union  formed  to  opprefs 
it ; that  the  commerce  of  his  fubjedfs,  the  fouice 
of  national  riches,  had,  by  the  vigilant  prote6lion 
received  from  his  Majefty’s  fleet,  flourifned  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  paralleled  during  fuch  troubles: 
In  this  flate  of  things,  he  faid,  the  King,  in  his 
wifdom,  thought  it  unneceffary  to  ufe  many  words 
to  perfuade  them  to  bear  up  againft  all  difficulties, 
effeftually  to  ftand  by  and  defend  his  Majefty,  vigo- 
rouOy  to  fupport  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  the  reft  of 
his  Majefty ’'s  allies,  and  to  exert  themfelves  to  reduce 
their  enemies  to  equitable  terms  of  accommodation. 
He  obferved  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the 
uncommon  extent  of  this  war,  in  different  parts, 
occafioned  it  to  be  uncommonly  expenfive:  that 
the  King  had  ordered  them  to  declare  to  the  Com- 
mons, that  he  finccrely  lamented,  and  deeply  felt 
for  the  burthens  of  his  people:  that  the  feveral 
eftimates  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  them ; and 
that  he  defired  only  fuch  fupplies  as  ftiould  be  requi- 
fite  to  pufli  the  war  with  advantage,  and  be  adequate 
to  the  neceffary  fervices.  In  the  laft  place,  he 
affured  them  the  King  took  fo  much  fatisfaftion  in 
that  good  harmony  which  fubfifted  among  his  faith- 
ful fubjedfts,  that  it  was  miore  proper  for  him.  now  to 
thank  them  for  it,  than  to  repeat  his  exhortation  to 
it : that  this  union,  neceffary  at  all  times,  was  more 
efpecially  fo  in  fuch  critical  conjundlures ; and  his 
Majefty  doubted  not  but  the  good  effedls*  the  nation 
had  found  from  it  would  be  the  ftrongeft  motives  to 
them  to  purfue  it. — The  reader  will,  no  doubt,, 
be  furprifed  to  find  this  harangue  abound  with  harfn- 
nefs  of  period  and  inelegancy  of  expreffion  : he  will 
wonder  that,  in  particularifing  the  fucceffes  of  the 
year  in  America,  no  mention  is  made  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  Fort  Du  Quefne  on  the  river  Ohio  ; a place 
of  great  importance,  both  from  its  ftrength  and 
2 fituation, 
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fitiiationj  the  erettion  of  which  had  been  one  great  chap. 
motive  to  the  war  between  the  two  nations;  but  he  . j 
will  be  ftill  more  furprifed  to  hear  it  declared  from  17^8. 
the  throne,  that  the  operations,  both  by  lea  and  in 
America,  had  derived  the  moll  evident  advantage 
from  the  war  in  Germany.  An  aflertion  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  the  BritiHi  minillry,  in  their  an- 
fwer  to  the  Parallel,  which  we  have  already  men- 
tioned, had  exprefsly  affirmed,  that  “ none  but  fuch 
as  are  unacquainted  v/ith  the  maritime  force  of 
England  can  believe,  that  without  a diverfion  on  the 
continent,  to  employ  part  of  the’  enemy’s  force,  llie 
is  not  in  a condition  to  hope  for  luccefs,  and  main- 
tain her  fuperiority  at  fea. — That  they  mull  be  very 
ignorant,  indeed,  who  imagine  that  the  forces  of 
England  are  not  able  to  refill  rhofe  of  France  unlefs 
the  latter  be  hindered  from  turning  all  her  efforts  to 
the  fea.”  It  was  very  remarkable,  that  the  Britilli 
minillry  ffiould  declare  that  the  war  in  Germany 
was  fpourable  to  the  Engliffi  operations  by  fea  and 
in  America  i and  almofh  in  the  fame  breath  accufe 
the  French  King  of  having  fomented  that  war.  Let 
us  fuppofe  that  France  had  no  v/ar  to  maintain  in 
Europe ; and  alk  in  what  manner  die,  in  that  cafe, 
would  have  oppofed  the  progrefs  of  the  Britiffi  arms 
by  fea,  and  in  America  ? Her  navy  was  reduced  to 
fuch  a condition  that  it  durll  not  quit  her  harbours ; 
her  merchant-ffiips  were  all  taken,  her  mariners  con- 
fined in  England,  and  the  fea  was  covered  with 
Britiffi  cruifers : in  thefe  ciicumftances,  what  expe- 
dients could  ffie  have  contrived  for  fending  fupplies, 
and  reinforcements  to  America,  or  for  oppofing  the 
naval  armanrents  of  Great-Britain  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world  ? — None.  Without  ffiips  and  mariners, 
her  troops,  airimunition,  and  llores  were,  in  this 
lefp^ffj  as  ulelels  as  money  to  a man  ffiip- wrecked 
on  a delolate  illand.  But,  granting  that  the  war  in 
Germany  had,  in  fome  meaRire,  diverted  the  atten- 
tion ol  the  French  minillry  from  the  profecution  of 
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BOOK  their  operations  in  America  (and  this  is  granting 
^ , more  than  ought  to  be  allowed)  the  queftion  is  not, ' 

whether  the  hoftiiities  upon  the  continent  of  Europe 
prevented  France  from  fending  a great  number  of 
troops  to  Canada  ; but  whether  the  war  in  Germany 
was  either  neceffary  or  expedient  for  dillreillng  the 
French  more  effectually  in  other  parts  of  the  world? 
Surely  every  intelligent  man  of  candour  mull  anfvver 
in  the  negative.  The  expence  incurred  by  England  for 
•fubfidics  and  armies  in  the  Empire  exceeded  three 
miliionsiterling  annually;  and  this  enormous  expence, 
without  being  able  to  protect  Elanover,  only  ferved  to 
keep  the  war  alive  in  different  parts  of  Germany. 
Flad  one  half  of  this  fum  been  employed  in  aug- 
menting and  extending  the  naval  armaments  of 

o o 

Great- Britain,  and  in  reinforcing  her  troops  in 
Ameiica  and  the  Weft-Indies,  France  would  have 
been  at  this  da,y,  deprived  of  all  her  fugar  colonies, 
as  well  as  of  her  fettle  meats  on  the  continent  of 
America;  and  being  abfolutely  cut  off  from  thefe 
lources  of  v/eakh,  would  have  found  it  impradlicable 
cither  to  gratify  her  fubftdiaries,  or  to  maintain  fiich 
formidable  armies  to  annoy  her  neighbours.  Thefe 
are  truths,  which  will  appear  to  the  conviftion  of 
the  publick,  when  the  illufivc  fpeils  of  unfubftantial 
victory  are  diffolved,  and  time  ftrall  have  dilperfed 
the  thick  mifts  of  prejudice,  which  now  feem  to 
darken  and  perplex  the  underftanding  of  the  people. 

§ VI.  The  condudl  of  the  Adminiftration  was  fo 
agreeable  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  that  in  their 
addrefs  to  the  throne  they  expreffed  their  unfliaken 
zeal  and  loyalty  to  his  Majefty’s  perfon,  congratu- 
lated him  on  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  and  promifed 
to  fupport  his  meafures  and  allies  with  feeadinefs  and 
alacrity  It  was  probably  in  confequence  of  this 

affurance 

* That  the  charge  of  difafieclion  to  the  King’s  pe.Ton,  which  was 
fo  ioudly  trumpeted  by  former  minilfers  and  their  adherents  againlt 
thole  wlio  iiad  honefty  and  courage  to  oppofe  the  meafures  of  a weak 
and  cQtrnpt  adininiltradunj  was  entirely  faife,  and  without  founda- 
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afTurance  that  a new  treaty  between  Great-Britain  C H A P. 
and  Pruffia  was  concluded  at  London  on  the  feventh  ^ 

day  of  December,  importing,  That  as  the  burthen-  ,7^8, 
feme  war  in  which  the  King  of  Pruffia  is  engaged 
lays  him  under  the  necelTity  of  making  frefli  effi^rts 
- to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  multitude  of  enemies 
who  attack  his  dominions,  he  is  obliged  to  take  new 
meafures  with  the  King  of  England,  for  their  reci- 
procal defence  and  fafety;  and  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty  hath,  at  the  fame  time,  fignified  his  earneft  de- 
frre  to  flrengthen  the  friendfnip  fubfifting  between 
the  two  Courts,  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  to  con- 
clude a formal  convention,  for  granting  to  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty  fpeedy  and  powerful  affiftance,  their 
Majefties  have  nominated  and  authorized  their  mi- 
nifters  to  concert  and  fettle  the  following  articles: — 

All  formal  treaties  between  the  two  Crowns,  parti- 
cularly that  figned  at  Weftminfter  on  the  i6th  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  1756,  and  the  convention  of 
the  nth  of  April,  in  the  year  1758,  are  confirmed 
by  the  prefent  convention  of  the  nth  of  April,  in 
the  year  1758,  in  their  whole  tenor,  as  if  they  were 
herein  inferred  word  for  word.  The  King  of  Great- 
Britain  fhall  caufe  to  be  paid  at  London,  to  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  as  fliall  be  authorifed  by  the  King 
of  Pruffia  for  that  end,  the  fum  of  four  millions  of 
rix-dollars,  making  fix  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  at  one  payment,  immediately  on 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  if  the  King  of 

f 

tion,  appeared  at  this  Juncture,  when  in  the  inidft  of  a cruel,  on- 
preliive,  aiui  continental  war,  maintained  by  the  blood  and  treafure 
of  Great-Britain,  all  oppofition  ceaCed  in  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  addrefies  of  thanks  to  his  Majelty,  which  are  always 
dictated  by  the  immediate  fervants  of  the  Crown,  were  unanimouny 
adopted  in  both  Houles,  and  not  only  couched  in  terms  of  applaul'e, 
but  even  inflated  with  txpreffions  of  rapture  and  admiration.  They 
declaied  diemfelves  fenlible,  that  the  operations  of  Great-Britain, 
both  by  Tea  and  in  America,  had  received  the  molt  evident  and  im- 
portant advantages  from  the  maintenance  of  the  war  in  Germany, 
and  leemed  eager  to  e.'poufe  any  meafure  that  might  gratify  the  inclil 
nations  of  the  Sovereign. 
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35  o o K Pruflla  fliall  fo  require.  His  Pruflian  Majefty  Hiall 

^ ' employ  the  laid  fum  in  fupporting  and  augmenting 

his  forces,  which  fliall  acf  in  llich  manner  as  fliall 
be  of  the  greateft  fervice  to  the  common  caufe,  and 
contribute  mofl:  to  the  mutual  defence  and  fafetyof 
their  faid  Majefcics.  The  King  of  Great-Britain, 
both  as  King  and  Eledlor,  and  the  King  of  PrulTia, 
reciprocally  bind  themfelves  not  to  conclude  with 
the  powers  that  have  taken  part  in  the  prefent  war 
any  treaty  of  peace,  truce,  or  other  fuch  like  con- 
vention, but  by  common  advice  and  confent,  each 
exprefsly  including  therein  the  other.  The  ratifica- 
tion of  the  prefent  convention  fliall  be  exchanged 
within  fix  weeks,  or  fooner,  if  pofiible.  In  effeft, 
this  treaty  was  no  other  than  a renewal  of  the  fub- 
fidy  from  year  to  year,  becaufe  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  ftipulate  in  the  firft  fubfidiary  convention 
an  annual  fupply  of  fuch  importance  until  the  war 
fliould  be  terminated,  left  the  people  of  England 
fliould  be  alarmed  at  the  profpedl  of  fuch  fucceflive 
burthens,  and  the  complaifance  of  the  Commons  be 
in  fome  future  feflion  exhaufted.  On  the  whole,  this 
was  perhaps  the  moft  extraordinary  treaty  that  ever 
was  concluded  j for  it  contains  no  fpecification  of 
articles,  except  the  payment  of  the  fubfidy:  every 
other  article  was  left  to  the  interpretation  of  his 
PrulTian  Majefty. 

1759*  - § VII.  The  Parliament,  having  perfoi*med  the 
ceremony  of  addrefles  to  the  throne,  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  great  work  of  the  fupply.  The 
two  committees  in  the  Houle  of  Commons  were  im- 
^nediately  eftabliflied,  and  continued  by  adjourn- 
ments to  the  month  of  May,  by  the  twenty-third 
day  of  which  all  their  refolutions  were  taken.  They 
voted  fixty  thoufand  men,  including  fourteen  thou- 
Lnid  eight  hundred  and  forty- five  marines,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  enfuing  year ; and  for  tlie  operations 
by  land,  a body  of  troops  amounting  to  fifty-twQ 
f:houfand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  effective  men, 
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befides  the  auxiliaries  of  Hanover,  Heffe,  Brunf-  CH  AP, 
wick,  Saxe-Gotha,  and  Buckebourg,  to  the  number  ^ , 

of  fifty  thouiand,  and  five  battalions  on  the  Irifh 
efiablilhment,  in  adlual  fervice  in  America  and 
Africa.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  fixty  thou  fan  d 
men  employed  in  the  fea-fervice,  they  granted  three 
millions  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds ; 
for  the  land-forces,  one  million  two  hundred  fifty- 
fix  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  fifteen 
fiiillings,  and  two-pence ; for  the  charge  of  the  ad- 
ditional five  battalions,  forty  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  feventy-nine  pounds,  thirteen  fhillings  and  nine 
pence ; for  the  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff-officers, 
and  hofpitals  of  the  land-forces,  fifty-two  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds,  one  fhilling, 
and  eight  pence;  for  maintaining  the  garrifons  in 
the  Plantations,  Gibraltar,  Nova-Scotia,  Newfound- 
land, Providence,  Cape-Breton,  and  Senegal,  the 
fum  of  feven  hundred  and  forty-two  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds,  five  fhillings,  and 
feven  pence ; for  the  charge  of  ordnance  for  land- 
fervice,  two  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  pounds,  eleven  fhillings,  and 
nine  pence ; for  extraordinary  fervice  performed  by 
the  fame  office,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament 
in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  three  hundred 
twenty-three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-feven 
pounds,  thirteen  fhillings,  and  three  pence ; for  the 
ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay  to  fea- 
pfficers,  two  hundred  and  thirty- eight  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds,  nine  .fhillings,  and 
eight  pence ; towards  the  fupport  of  Greenwich- 
hofpital,  and  for  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea- col- 
lege, the  fum  of  thirty-fix  thoufand  pounds.  They 
allotted  for  one  year’s  expence  incurred  by  the  fo- 
reign troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  one  million 
two  hundred  thirty  eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
feventy-feven  pounds,  nineteen  fhillings,  and  ten 
pence,  over  and  above  fixty  thoufand  pounds  for 

enabling 
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BOOK  enabling  his  Maiefly  to  fulfil  his  engagements  with 
the  Landgrave  of  Heire-CafTel,  purfuant  to  the  fepa- 
rate  article  of  a new  treaty  concluded  between  them 
in  the  month  of  January  of  this  current  year,  ftipu- 
lating,  that  this  fum  fliould  be  paid  to  his  Serene 
Highnefs,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  means  by  which 
he  might  again  fix  his  refidence  in  his  own  domi- 
nions, and  by  his  prefence  give  fredi  courage  to  his 
faithful  fubjedls.  Eighty  thoiiland  pounds  were 
granted  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  difeharge  the 
like  fum,  raifed  in  purfuance  of  an  a£l  pafled  in  the 
preceding  feilion,  and 'charged  upon  the  firft  aids 
or  fupplies  to  be  granted  in  this  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
was  voted  towards  the  building  and  repairing  fhips 
of  war  for  the  enfuing  year.  Fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  were  allowed  for  improving  London-bridge; 
and  forty  thoufand  on  account  for  the  Foundling- 
hofpital.  For  the  charge  of  tranfports  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  courfe  of  the  year  they  alfigned  fix 
hundred  fixty-feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty-one  pounds,  'nineteen  fiiillings,  and  feven 
pence  : for  maintaining  the  colonies  of  Nova-Scotia 
and  Georgia  they  beftowed  twenty-five  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds,  thirteen  fhillings, 
and  five  pence.  To  replace  fums  taken  from  the 
finking  fund,  thirty-three  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fifty-two  pounds,  eighteen  fhillings,  and  ten  pence 
half-penny ; for  maintaining  the  Britifli  forts  and  fet- 
tlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  ten  thoufand  pounds; 
and  for  paying  off  the  mortgage  on  an  eflate  deviled 
for  the  endowment  of  a profeflbrfliip  in  the  iiniver- 
fity  of  Cambridge,  the  fum  of  twelve  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds.  PAr  the  expence  of  the  militia  they 
voted  ninety  thoufand  pounds : for  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  relating  to  the  land-forces,  incurred  in  the 
courfe  of  lafb  year,  and  unprovided  for  by  Parlia- 
ment, the  fum  of  four  hundred  fixty-fix  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  cighty-hvc  pounds,  ten  Ihillings, 
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and  five-pence  three  farthings.  For  the  purchafe  of  c h at. 
certain  lands  and  hereditaments,  in  order  to  fecure 
the  King’s  docks  at  Portfmouth,  Chatham,  and  Ply- 
mouth, they  granted  thirty- fix  thoiifand  nine  hun- 
dred and  lixty-fix  pounds,  two  fliillings,  and  ten 
pence.  They  voted  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
for  enabling  his  Majelly  to  give  proper  compenfa- 
tions  to  the  refpedtive  provinces  in  North- America, 
for  the  expences  they  had  incurred  in  levying  and 
maintaining  troops  for  the  fervice  of  the  publick. 

They  granted  twenty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  towards  enabling  thena  to  defray  the 
expence  ot  a military  force  in  their  fettlements  j and 
the  lame  fum  was  granted  for  carrying  on  the  forti- 
fications to  fecure  the  harbour  of  Milford.  I'o 
make  good  feveral  fums  ililied  by  his  Majelly,  for 
indemnifying  the  inn-holders  and  vi6liiallers  of 
Hamplliire  for  the  expences  they  had  incurred  in 
quartering  the  I-Tdfian  auxiliaries  in  tlngland  j for 
an  addition  to  the  falaries  of  Judges,  and  other  lei's 
confiderable  purpofes,  they  allowed  the  fum  of 
twenty-fix  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy-eight 
pounds,  fixtecn  fiiillings,  and  fix-pence.  FinaTly, 
they  voted  one  million,  upon  account,  for  enablino- 
the  King  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expence  of  the 
war,  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  current  year ; and  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as 
might  be  necefiary  to  dilappoint  or  defeat  any  en- 
tei  prizes  or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  fhould  require.  The  fum  of  all  the  grants 
voted  by  the  committee  of  fupply  amounted  to 
twelve  millions  feven  hundred  lixty-one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  nineteen  flfillin^^-s, 
and  five  pence.  ^ 

§ VIII.  The  Commons  were  Hill  employed  in 
deliberations  on  ways  and  means  on  the  twenty- 
iecond  day  of  May,  when  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  com- 
municated to  them  a mefikge  from  the  King,  couched 
.jp  thefe  terms:  His  Majelly,  relying  on  the  -ex- 
perienced 
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BOOK  perienccd  zeal  and  affedion  of  his  faithful  Com- 
mons,  and  confidering  that,  in  this  critical  conjiinc- 
ture,  emergencies  may  arife,  which  may  be  of  the 
' iitmoft  importance,  and  be  attended^  with  the  moft 
pernicious  confequences,  if  proper  means  fliould  not 
immediately  be  applied  to  prevent  or  defeat  them, 
is  defirous  that  this  Houfe  will  enable  him  tp  defray 
any  extraordinary  expences  of  the  war,  incurred,  or 
to  be  incurred,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  and  to  take  all 
fuch  meafures  as  may  be  necelTary  to  difappoint  or 
defeat  any  enterprizes  or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  and 
as  the  exigencies  of  affairs  may  require.”  This 
meflage  being  read,  a motion  was  made,  and  agreed 
to  77em.  con.  that  it  fliould  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, who  forthwith  formed  upon  it  the  refolii- 
tion,  whereby  one  million  was  granted,  to  be  railed 
by  loans  or  Exchequer-bills,  chargeable  on  the  firfl 
aids  that  fhould  be  given  in  the  next  fefTion.  This 
produced  a bill  enabling  his  Majefty  to  raife  the  fum 
of  one  million,  for  the  ufcs  and  purpofes  therein 
mentioned,  comprehending  a claufe,  allowing  the 
Bank  of  England  to  advance,  on  the  credit  of  the 
loan  therein  mentioned,  any  fum  not  exceeding  a mil- 
lion, notwithftanding  the  aft  of  the  fifth  and  fixth 
years  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  by  which 
the  Bank  was  eftablifned. 

§ IX.  The  bills  relating  folely  to  the  fupply  being 
diicuffed  and  expedited,  the  Houfe  proceeded  as 
ulual  to  enaft  other  laws  for  the  advantage  of  the 
community.  Petitions  having  been  prelented  by 
the  cities  of  Briflol  and  New-Sarum,  alledging, 
that  fince  the  laws  prohibiting  the  making  of  low 
wines  and  fpirits  from  grain,  meal,  and  flour  had 
been  in  force,  the  commonalty  appeared  more  fober, 
healthy,  and  induftrious ; reprefenting  the  ill  confe- 
quences which  they  apprehended  would  attend  the 
repeal  of  thefe  laws,  and  therefore  praying  their  con- 
tinuance i a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  refolved 
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that  the  prohibition  to  export  corn  fliould  be  con-  c 
tinned  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  in  ^ 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine;  fubied  neverthelefs  to  fuch  provificns  for 
fiiortening  the  faid  term  of  its  continuance  as  fliould 
therefore  be  made  by  any  ad  of  that  fefiion,  or  by 
his  Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy-council, 
during  the  recefs  of  Parliament ; that  the  ad  for 
difcontinuing  the  duties  upon  corn  and  flour  im- 
ported, or  brought  in  as  prize,  was  not  proper  ro 
be  further  continued ; and  that  the  prohibition  to 
make  low  wines  or  fpirits  from  any  fort  of  grain, 
meal,  or  flour  fliould  be  continued  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty- nine.  ' Before  the  bill  was 
formed  on  thefe  refolutions,  petitions  arrived  from 
Liverpool  and  Bath,  to  the  fame  purport  as  thofe 
of  Briftol  and  Sarum ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
remonftrance  was  prefented  by  a great  number  of 
the  lualt-diftillers  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  of  Lon- 
don, alledging,  that  it  having  been  deemed  expe- 
dient to  prohibit  the  diftilling  of  fpirits  from  anv 
fort  of  grain  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Decem- 
ber then  inftant,  fome  of  the  petitioners  had  en-* 
tirely  ceafed  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  diftillinp-, 
while  others,  merely  with  a view  to  preferve  their 
cuftomers,  the  compound  diftillers,  and  employ 
fome  of  their  fervants,  horfes,  and  utenfils,  had 
fubmitted  to  carry  on  the  dillillation  of  fpirits  from 
melafles  and  fugars  under  great  difad  vantages,  in 
full  hope  that  the  faid  reftraint  would  ceafe  at  the 
expiration  of  the  limited  time,  or  at  leaft;  when  the 
neceffity  which  occafioned  that  reftraint  fliould  be 
removed ; that  it  was  with  great  concern  they  ob- 
ferved^  a bill  would  be  brought  in  for  protradino- 
the  faid  prohibition,  at  a time  when  the  price  (3" 
all  manner  of  grain,  and  particularly  of  wheat  and 
barley,  was  confiderabiy  reduced,  and,  as  they 
humbly  conceived,  at  a reafonable  medium.  They 
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o o K expatiated  on  the  great  lofs  they,  as  well  as  many 
traders  and  artificers  dependents  upon  them, 
fuftain,  in  cafe  the  faid  bill  fhould  be  pafTed 
into  a law.  They  prayed  the  Houfe  to  take  thefe 
circumflances  into  confideration,  and  either  permit 
them  to  carry  on  the  diftillation  from  wheat,  malt, 
and  other  grain,  under  fuch  reftriftions  as  fnoiild  be 
pidged  neceffary ; or  to  grant  them  fuch  other  re- 
lief, in  refpedt  of  their  feveral  Ioffes  and  incum- 
berances,  as  to  the  Houfe  fliould  feem  reafonable  and 
expedient.  This  petition,  though  flrenuoufly  urged 
by  a powerful  and  clamorous  body  without  doors, 
did  not  meet  with  great  encouragement  within.  It 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  an  inftruftion 
was  given  to  the  committee,  empowering  them  to 
receive  a claufe  or  claufes  to  allow  the  tranfportation 
of  certain  quantities  of  meal,  flour,  bread,  and 
bifciiit  to  the  iflands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  for 
the  foie  life  of  the  inhabitants  ; and  another  to  pro- 
hibit the  making  of  low  wines  and  fpii  its  from  bran. 
Much  more  attention  was  paid  to  a petition  of  fe- 
^ veral  farmers  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  reprefeiiting, 
that  their  farms  confifted  chiefly  of  arable  land, 
which  produced  much  greater  quantities  of  corn 
than  could  be  confumed  within  that  county  ; that  in 
the  laft  harvefl:  there  v/as  a great  and  plentiful  crop 
of  all  forts  of  grain,  the  greateft  part  of  which  had, 
by  unfavourable  weather,  been  rendered  unfit  for 
fale  at  London,  or  other  markets,  for  home  con- 
fumption ; that  large  quantities  of  malt  were  then 
lying  at  London,  arifing  chiefly  from  the  crops  of 
barley  growing  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-feven,  the  fale  of  which  was  ftag- 
nated ; that  the  petitioners  being  informed  the 
Houfe  had  ordered  in  a bill  to  continue  the  prohi- 
bition of  corn  exported,  they  begged  leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  that,  lliould  it  pals  into  a law,  it  would  be 
extremely  prejudicial  to  all,  and  ruin  many  farmers 
of  that  countv,  as  they  had  offered  their  corn  for 
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fale  at  divers  ports  and  markets  of  the  faid  county  ^ 
but  the  merchants  refufed  to  buy  it  at  any  price, 
alledging  its  being  unfit  for  the  London  market, 
the  great  quantity  of  corn  with  which  that  market 
was  already  overftocked,  and  their  not  being  allowed 
either  to  export  it,  or  make  it  into  malt  for  expor- 
tation : they,  therefore,  prayed  this  prohibition 
might  be  removed,  or  they  the  petitioners  indulged 
with  fome  other  kind  of  relief.  Although  this  remon- 
ftrance  was  duely  conlidered,  the  bill  paffed  w'ith 
the  amendments,  becaufe  of  the  proviio,  by  which 
ills  Maiefty  in  council  was  empowered  to  ihorten 
the  date  of  the  prohibition,  with  refpedt  to  the  ex- 
portation of  corn,  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament : 
but  the  temporary  reftraint  laid  upon  diftiliation 
w^as  made  abfolute,  without  any  fuch  condition,  to 
the  no  fmall  difappointment  and  mortification  of 
the  difLillers,  who  had  fpared  no  pains  and  expence^ 
by  private  follicitation  and  ferenuous  difpute  in  the 
publick  papers,  to  recommend  their  caufe  to  the 
favour  of  the  community.  They  urged,  that  miak 
fpirits,  when  ufed  in  moderation,  far  from  being 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  individuals,  were  in 
many  damp  and  rnarfliy  parts  of  the  kingdom  ab- 
lolutely  neceflary  for  preferving  the  field-labourers 
from  agues,  and  other  diftempers  produced  by  the 
cold  and  moifture  of  the  climate ; that  if  they  were 
debarred  the  ufe  of  malt-fpirits,  they  would  have 
recourfe  to  French  brandy,  with  which,  as  they 
generally  refided  near  the  fea-coafl,  the  fmugglers 
would  provide  them  almofl  as  cheap  as  the  malt- 
fpirits  could  be  afforded  : thus  the  increafed  con- 
fumption  of  French  fpirit  would  drain  the  nation  of 
ready  money  to  a confiderable  amount,  and  preiu- 
dice  the  King’s  revenue  in  the  fame  proportion. 
They  obferved,  that  many  diftillers  had  already 
quitted  that  branch  of  trade,  and  difpoled  of  their 
materials ; that  all  of  them  would  probably  take  the 
fame  refolution,  fhould  the  bill  pafs  into  a law,  as 
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: no  man  could  forefee  when  the  prohibition  would 
ceafe,  flioiild  it  be  continued  at  a time  when  all 
forts  of  grain  abounded  in  fuch  plenty  j that  the 
very  wafte^of  materials  by  difufe,  over  and  above 
the  lying  out  of  the  money,  would  be  of  great  pre- 
judice to  the  proprietor : thus  the  bufinefs  of  diftil- 
ling,  by  which  fo  many  families  w^ere  fupported, 
would  be  banifhed  from  the  kingdom  entirely : 
efpecially,  • as  the  expence  of  eftabiifliing  a large 
diftillery  was  fo  great,  that  no  man  would  choofe 
to  employ  his  money  for  this  purpofe,  judging  from 
experience,  that  fome  future  accidental  fcarcitv  of 
corn  might  induce  the  Icgiflature  to  interpofe  a 
ruinous  delay  in  this  branch  of  bufinefs.  They 
affirmed,  that,  from  the  exceffive  ufe  of  mak-fpirits, 
no  good  argument  could  be  drawn  againft  this  branch 
of  traffick,  no  more  than  againft  any  other  conve- 
niency  of  life : that  the  exceffive  ufe  of  common 
beer  or  ale  was  prejudicial  to  the  health  and  morals 
of  the  people,  yet  no  perfon  ever  thought  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  prabtice  of  brewing,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  abufe  of  brewed  liquors.  They  urged,  that 
in  all  parts  of  Great-Britain  there  are  fome  parcels 
of  land  that  produce  nothing  to  advantage,  but  a 
coarfe  kind  of  barley,  called  big,  which,  though 
neither  fit  for  brewing  or  for  baking,  may  never- 
thelefs  be  ufed  in  the  diftillery,  and  is  accordingly 
purchafed  by  thofe  concerned  in  this  branch,  at  fuch 
an  encouraging  price,  as  enables  many  farmers  to 
pay  a higher  rent  to  their  landlords  than  they  could 
otherwife  afford  ; that  there  are  every  year  fome  par- 
cels of  all  forts  of  grain  fo  damaged  by  unfeafonable 
weather,  or  other  accidents,  as  to  be  rendered  alto- 
gether unfit  for  bread  or  brewery,  and  would  prove 
a very  great  misfortune  to  the  farmer,  if  there  was 
no  diftillery,  for  the  ufe  of  which  he  could  fell  his 
damaged  commodity.  They  afferted,  that  malt- 
fpirits  were  abfolutely  neceffary  for  profccuting  fome 
branches  of  foreign  commerce,  particularly  the  trade 
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to  tl'iC  coafl:  of  Africa,  for  which  traHick  no  aOoit-  C P. 
nient  could  be  made  up  without  a large  quantity  of _ 
gciieya,  of  which  the  natives  are  fo  iond,  that  they  ,7^-5. 
will  not  tralfick  with  any  merchant  who  has  not  a 
confiderable  quantity,  not  only  for  falc,  but  alfo  for 
prefents  to  their  chiefs  and  rulers  : that  the  mer- 
chants of  Great-Britain  muft  either  have  this  com- 
modity of  their  own  produce,  or  import  it  at  a great 
national  expence  from  Holland  : that  the  charge  of 
this  importation,  together  with  the  duties  payable 
upon  it,  lomc  part  of  which  is  not  to  be  drawn  back 
on  exportation,  will  render  it  impoffible  for  the 
traders  to  fell  it  fo  cheap  on  the  coall  of  Africa  as  it 
might  be  fold  by  the  Dutch,  v/ho  are  the  great 
rivals  of  Great-Britain  in  this  branch  of  comoierce. 

To  thefe  arguments,  ail  of  which  were  plauffble,  and 
fome  of  them  imanfwerable,  it  was  replied,  that 
malt-fpirits  might  be  confidered  as  a fital  and  be- 
\vitching  poifon,  which  had  aclually  debauched  the 
minds  and  enervated  the  bodies  of  the  common 
people  to  a very  deplorable  degree  ; tiiat,  without 
entering  fuither  into  a conaparifon  between  the  ufe 
and  abufe  of  the-  two  liquors,  beer  and  geneva,  it 
would  be  fufikient  to  obferve,  that  the  ufe  of  beer 
and  ale  had  pi'oduced  none  of  thofe  di'eadful  effed's 
which  were  the  confequences  of  drinking  geneva  j 
and  fmce  the  prohibition  of  the  diftiliery  of  malt- 
ipirits  had  taken  place,  the  common  people  were 
become  apparently  more  fober,  decent,  healthy, 
and  induftrious : a circumftance  fufRcient  to  induce 
the  legi nature  not  only  to  intermit,  but  even  totally 
to  abolifli  the  practice  of  difti Ration,  which  has 
ever  been  produdtive  of  fuch  intoxication,  riot,  dif- 
order,  and  diftemper,  among  the  lower  clafs  of  the 
people,  as  might  be  deem.ed  the  greateft  evils  inci- 
. dent  to  a well-regulated  comimonwealth.  Their 
affertion  with  refpect  to  the  coarfe  kind  of  barley, 
called  big,  was  contradided  as  a deviation  from 
trudi,  inafrnuch  as  it  was  ufed  in  makin®"  malt,  as 
VoL.  IV.  Ff  " Wdl 
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BOOK  well  as  in  making  bread : and  with  refpedl  to  da- 
maged  corn,  thofe  who  underftand  the  nature  of 
* grain  affirmed,  that  if  it  was  fpoiled  to  fuch  a degree 
as  to  he  altogether  unfit  for  either  of  thefe  purpofes, 
the  diftillers  would  not  purchafe  it  at  fuch  a price 
as  would  indemnify  the  farmer ' for  the  charge  of 
threffiing  and  carriage ; for  the  diflillers  are  very 
fenfible  that  their  greateft  profit  is  derived  from 
their  diftilling  the  malt  made  from  the  beft  barley, 
fo  that  the  increafe  of  the  produce  far  exceeded  in 
proportion  the  advance  of  the  price.  It  was  not, 
however,  an  eafy  matter  to  prove  that  the  diffillation 
of  malt-fpirits  was  not  neceffary  to  an  advanta- 
geous profecution  of  the  commerce  on  the  coaft  of 
Guinea,  as  well  as  among  the  Indians  in  fome 
parts  of  North-America.  Certain  it  is,  that  in 
thefe  branches  of  traffick  the  want  of  Geneva  may 
be  fupplied  by  fpirits  diftilled  from  fugars  and  me.- 
laffes.  After  all,  it  mud:  be  owned,  that  the  good 
and  falutary  effedls  of  the  prohibition  were  vifible 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  no  evil  confe- 
quences  enfued,  except  a diminution  of  the  revenue 
in  thiS'  article  : a confideration  which,  at  all  times, 
ought  to  be  ficriidced  to  the  health  and  morals  of 
the  people  : nor  will  this  confideration  be  found  of 
any  great  weight,  when  we  refledt  that  the  lefs  the 
malt-fpirit  is  drunk,  the  greater  quantity  of  beer  and 
ale  will  be  confumed,  and  the  produce  of  the  duties 
and  excife  upon  the  brewery  be  augmented  accord- 
ingly. 

§ X.  In  the  mean  time,  all  forts  of  grain  conti- 
nuing to  fall  in  price,  and  great  plenty  appearing  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  juftices  of  the  peace, 
and  of  the  grand  juries  aflembled  at  the  general 
quarter  leffions  of  the  peace,  held  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  compofed  and  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  the  beginning  of  February,  a peti- 
, tion,  reprefenting,  that  the  weather  proving  unfa- 

vourable in  the  harveft,  great  part  of  the  barley 
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raifed  in  that  county  was  much  damaged,  and  ren- 
dered unfit  for  any  other  ufe  than  that  of  being  made 
into  malt  for  exportation ; that,  unlefs  it  fliould  be 
fpeedily  manufaftured  for  that  purpofe,  it  would  be 
entirely  fpoiled,  and  perifli  in  the  hands  of  the 
growers ; a iofs  that  muft  be  very  fenfibly  felt  by 
the  land  owners : they,  therefore,  entreated  that 
leave  might  be  given  for  the  exportation  of  malt ; 
and  that  they  might  be  favoured  with  fuch  further 
relief,  as  to  the  Houfe  fhould  feem  juft  and  reafon- 
able.  In  confequence  of  this  petition,  the  Houfe 
refolved  itfelf  into  a committee,  to  deliberate  upon 
, the  fubjedt ; and  as  it  appeared,  upon  examination, 
that  the  price  of  grain  was  reduced  very  low,  and 
great  abundance  diffufed  through  the  kingdom, 
they  refolved,  that  the  continuance  of  that  p^irt  of 
the  adl,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  grain,  ought 
to  be  abridged  and  fhortened,  and  the  exportation 
of  thefe  commodities  allowed,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, with  refpedl  to  the  time  of  fuch  exportation, 
and  the  allowance  of  bounties  thereupon.  A bill 
being  founded  on  thefe  refolutions,  was  difcuffed, 
and  underwent  feveral  amendments : at  length,  it 
was  fent  with  a new  title  to  the  Lords,  who  pafled 
it  without  further  alteration,  and  then  it  obtained 
the  royal  fanftion. 

§ XL  While  this  affair  was  under  the  delibera- 
tion of  the  committee,  the  Commons  unanimoufly 
ifflied  an  order  for  leave  to  bring/  in  a bill  to  conti- 
nue,^ for  a limited  time,  the  afl  of  laft  feffion,  per- 
mitting the  importation  of  faked  beef  from  Ireland 
into  Great-Britain,  with  an  inftrudtion  to  receive  a 
claufe  extending  this  permiffion  to  all  forts  of  faked 
pork,  or  hog  meat,  as  the  officers  of  the  cuftom- 
houfe  had  refufed^  to  admit  hams  from  Ireland  to 
an  entry.  The  bill  likewife  received  another  con- 
fiderable  alteration,  importing.  That,  inftead  of  the 
duty  of  one  Ihilling  and  three- pence,  charged  by 
the  former  ad  on  every  hundred  weight  of  faked 
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beef  or  pork  imported  from  Ireland,  which  was  found 
not  adequate  to  the  duty  payable  for  fuch  a quan- 
tity of  fait  as  is  rcquifite  to  be  ufed  in  curing  and 
faking  thereof;  and  to  prevent  as  well  the  expence 
to  the  revenue,  as  the  detriment  and  lofs  which 
would  accrue  to  the  owner  and  importer,  fror..  open- 
ing the  calks  in  which  the  provifion  is  generally  de- 
pofited,  with  the  pickle  or  brine  proper  for  prefer- 
ving  the  fame,  in  order  to  afeertain  the  net  weight 
of  the  provifion  liable  to  the  faid  duties  ; for  thefe 
reafons  it  was  ena61:ed,  That  from  and  after  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  laft  December,  and  during  the 
^continuance  of  this  a£t,  a duty  of  three  fliillings  and 
four-pence  fhould  be  paid  upon  importation  for 
every  barrel  or  caflc  of  falted  beef  or  pork  contain- 
ing thirty-two  gallons ; and  one  (hilling  and  three- 
pence for  every  liundred  weight  of  falted  beef,  called 
dried  beef,  dried  neats  tongues,  or  dried  hog-meat,- 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lelTer  quan- 
tity. 

§ XII.  Repeated  complaints  having  been  made 
to  the  government  by  neutral  nations,  efpecially  the 
Dutch,  that  their  fhips  had  been  plundered,  and 
their  crews  maltreated,  by  fome  of  the  Englilli  pri- 
vateers, the  legiflature  refolved  to  provide  effedlualiy 
againft  any  fuch  outrageous  praftices  for  the  future  i 
and  with  this  view  the  Commons  ordered  a bill  to 
be  brought  in,  for  amending  and  explaining  an  a6t 
of  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  late  Majefty’s  reign, 
intituled,  An  aft  for  the  encourawment  of  fea- 
men,  and  more  fpeedy  and  efteflual  manning  of 
his  Majefey’s  navy.”  While  the  committee  was 
employed  in  perufing  Commiflions  and  papers  rela- 
ting to  private  fhips  of  war,  that  they  might  be  fully 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  fubjed,  a confi- 
derable  number  of  merchants  and  others,  inhabiting 
the  iflands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  prefented  a 
petition  to  the  Houfe,  alledging,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  iflands,  which  lie  in  the  Briiifli  chan- 
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nel,  within  fight  of  the  French  coaft,  had  now,  as  CH  ap. 
well  as  in  former  wars,  embarked  their  fortunes  in  ^ 
equipping  fmall  privateers,  which  ufed  to  run  in  ,^^5. 
clofe  with  the  French  fhore,  and  being*  difguifed 
like  fifning-boats,  had  not  only  taken  a confiderable 
number  of  prizes,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
enemy,  but  alfo  obtained  material  intelligence  of 
their  defigns,  on  many  im.portant  occafions  j that 
thefe  fervices  could  not  be  performed  by  large  vef- 
fels,  which  durll  not  approach  fo  ne^  the  coaft,  and 
indeed  could  not  appear  without  giving  the  alarin, 
which  was  communicated  from  place  to  place  by 
appointed  fignals.  Being  informed  that  a bill  was 
depending,  in  order  to  prohibit  privateers  of  fmall 
burthen,  they  declared  that  fuch  a law,  if  extended 
to  privateers  equipped  in  thofe  iflands,  would  ruin 
fuch  as  had  invefted  their  fortunes  in  fmall  priva- 
teers , and  not  only  deprive  the  kingdom  of  the 
before- m.entioned  advantages,  but  expofe  Great- 
Britain  to  infinite  prejudice  from  the  fmall  armed 
veffels  of  France,  which  the  enemy  in  that  cafe 
would  pour  abroad  over  the  whole  Channel,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  navigation  and  commerce.  They 
prayed,  therefore,  that  fuch  privateers  as  belonged 
to  the  iflands  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey  might  be  wholly 
excepted  from  the  penalties  contained  in  the  bill,  or 
that  they  (the  petitioners)  might  be  heard  by  their 
counfel,  and  be  indulged  with  fuch  relief  as  the 
Floufe  fnould  judge  expedient.  This  reprefentation 
being  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  committee, 
produced  divers  amiendments  to  the  bill,  which,  at 
length,  obtained  the  royal  aftent,  and  contained 
thele  regulations:  That,  after  the  firft  day  of  Janu- 
ary in  the  prefent  year,  no  commiffion  fhould  be 
granted  to  a privateer  in  Europe  under  the  burthen 
of  one  hundred  tons,  the  force  of  ten  carriage  guns, 
being  three-pounders  or  above,  with  forty  men  at 
the  lead,  unlefs  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  or  per- 
lons  authorifed  by  them,  fhould  think  fit  to  orant 
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^ ^ of  inferior  force  or  burthen,  the 

^ ^ , owners  thereof  giving  fuch  bail  or  fecurity  as  fhould 
*759.  be  prefcribed:  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
might  at  any  time  revoke,  by  an  order  in  writing 
under  their  hands,  any  commiffion  granted  to  a pri- 
vateer j this  revocation  being  fubjecl  to  an  appeal 
to  his  Majefty  in  council,  whofe  determination  Ihould 
be  final : that,  previous  to  the  granting  any  com- 
mifiion,  the  perfons  propofing  to  be  bound,  and  give 
fecurity,  fhould  feverally  make  oath  of  their  being 
refpedlively  worth  more  money  than  the  fum  for 
which  they  were  then  to  be  bound,  over  and  above 
the  payment  of  all  their  juft  debts : that  perfons  ap- 
plying for  fuch  commiffions  fhould  make  application 
in  writing,  and  therein  fet  forth  a particular  and 
exadt  defcription  of  the  vefiTel,  fpecifying  the  bur- 
then, and  the  number  and  nature  of  the  guns  on 
board,  to  what  place  belonging,  as  well  as  the  name 
or  names  of  the  principal  owner  or  owners,  and  the 
number  of  men  : thefe  particulars  to  be  inferted  in 
the  com.mdftion,  and  every  commander  to  produce 
fuch  commiffion  to  the  Cuftom-houfe  officer  vdio 
fhould  examine  the  veffiel,  and,  finding  her  anfwer 
the  ddfeription,  give  a certificate  thereof  gratis,  to 
be  deemed  a neceflkry  clearance,  without  which  the 
, commander  ftiould  not  depart : that  if,  after  the 
firft  day  of  July,  any  Captain  of  a privateer  fhould 
agree  for  the  ranfom  of  any  neutral  veffiel,  or  the 
cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  after  it  ihould  have  been 
taken  as  prize,  and  in  purfuance  of  Inch  agreement 
fhould  adlually  difeharge  fuch  prize,  he  fhould  be 
deemed  guilty  of  piracy  5 but  that  with  refpeft  to 
contraband  merchandize,  he  might  take  it  on  board 
his  own  flaip,  with  the  confent  of  the  commander  of 
the  neutral  vefiel,  and  then  fet  her  at  liberty;  and 
that  no  perfon  fhould  purloin  or  embezzle  the  faid 
merchandize  before  condemnation  : that  no  judge, 
or  other  perfon  belonging  to  any  court  of  Admi- 
jrairy,  ihould  be  concerned  in  any  privateer;  that 
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owners  of  vefTels,  not  being  under  fifty,  or  above  chap* 
one  hundred  tons,  whofe  commiflions  are  declared 
void,  fhould  be  indemnified  for  their  Jofs  by  the 
publick  : that  a court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and 
gaol  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  offences  committed 
within  the  jurifdi6lion  of  the  Admiralty,  fhould  be 
held  twice  a-year  in  the  Old-Bailey  at  London,  or 
in  fuch  other  place  within  England  as  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  fliould  appoint : that  the  judge  of  any 
court  of  Admiralty,  after  an  appeal  interpofed,  as 
well  as  before,  fhould,  at  the  requeft  of  the  captor 
or  claimant,  iffue  an  order  for  appraifing  the  cap- 
ture, when  the  parties  do  not  agree  upon  the  value, 
and  an  inventory  to  be  taken ; then  exadl  fecurity 
for  the  full  value,  and  caufe  the  capture  to  be  deli- 
vered to  the  perfon  giving  fuch  fecurity  : but,  ihould 
objedion  be  made  to  the  taking  fuch  fecurity,  the 
judge  fhould,  at  the  requeft  of  either  party,  order 
fuch  merchandize  to  be  entered,  landed,  and  fold  at 
publick  audion,  and  the  produce  be  depofited  at 
the  Bank,  or  in  fome  publick  fecuritiesj  and  in 
cafe  of  fecurity  being  given,  the  judge  fhould  grant 
a pafs  in  favour  of  the  capture.  Finally,  the  force 
of  this  ad  was  limited  to  the  duration  of  the  then 
war  with  France  only.  This  regulation  was  very 
clearly  demonftrated,  that  whatever  violences  might 
have  been  committed  on  the  fhips  of  neutral  nations, 
they  were  by  no  means  countenanced  by  the  leo-ifla-  - 
ture,  or  the  body  of  the  people. 

§ XIJI.  .Every  circumflance  relating  to  the  refor- 
mation of  the  marine,  mufl  be  an  important  objed 
to  a nation  whofe  wealth  and  power  depend  upon 
navigation  and  commerce : but  a confideration  of 
equal  weight  was  the  eftablifhment  of  the  militia, 
which,  notwkhftanding  the  repeated  endeavours  of 
the  Parliament,  was  found  flill  incomplete,  and  in 
want  of  further  afliftance  from  the  legiflature.  FI  is 
Majefly  having,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, recommended  to  the  Houfe  the  making  fuit- 
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BOOK  able  proviEon  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  militia 
during  the  current  year,  the  accounts  of  the  expence 
already  incurred  by  this  eftabjidiment  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  'Supply,  who,  after  having 
duely  perufed  them,  refolved,  that  ninety  thoufand 
pounds  fhould  be  granted  on  account,  towards  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  pay  and  clothing  for  the  mi- 
litia, fiom  the  laft  day  of  the  lait  year  to  the  twenty- 
fiftli  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty,  and  for  repaying  a fum  advanced 
by  the  King  for  this  fervice.  Leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  one  bill  purfuant  to  this  refolurion,  and 
another  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws  relatini? 

O 

to  the  militia,  remove  certain  didiculties,  and  pre- 
vent the  inconveniencies  by  which  it  might  be  at- 
tended. So  intent  were  the  miajority  on  both  fides 
upon  this  national  meafure,  that  they  not  only  car- 
ried both  bills  to  the  throne,  where  they  received  the 
royal  aiTent ; but  they  prefented  an  add  refs  to  the 
King,  defiring  his  Majefty  would  give  directions  to 
his  J deutenants  of  the  ieveral  counties,  ridings,  and 
places  in  England,  to  ufe  their  utmofl  diligence  and 
attention  f3r  carrying  into  execution  the  feveral  afts 
of  Parlianaent  relating  to  tlie  militia.  By  this  time 
all  the  individuals  that  conilltutcd  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people,  except  fuch  as  actually  ferved  in  the 
army,  were  become  very  well  difpofed  towards  this 
inftitution.  Thofe  who  really  wiflied  Vvcli  to  their 
country  had  always  exerted  themfelves  in  its  favour : 
and  it  was  now  likewife  efpoufed  by  thofo  who  fore- 
faw  that  the  eftablifhmient  of  a national  militia, 
would  enable  the  adminiftration  to  fend  the  greater 
number  of  regular  troops  to  fight  the  battles  of  Ger- 
many. Yet  how  zealous  foever  the  legifiature  might 
be  in  proimoting  this  inftitution,  and  notwithftand' 
ing  the  fuccefs  with  which  many  patriots  exerted 
their  endeavours  through  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom in  raifing  and  difciplining  the  miilitia,  it  was 
found  not  only  difficult,  but  almoft  impradlicable 

to 
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to  execute  the  attention  of  the  Parliament  in  fome  C ii  a p. 
parnciilar  counties,  where  the  gentlemen  were  ^ ^ 

indolent  and  enervated,  or  in  thofe  places  where  1^35. 
they  looked  upon  their  commander  with  contempt. 

Even  Middlesex  itfelf>  where  the  King  refides,  was 
one  of  the  lad  counties  in  which  the  militia  could 
be  arrayed.  In  aliufion  to  this  backwardnefs,  the 
preamble  or  firil:  claufe  in  one  of  the  prefent  adls 
imported,  that  certain  counties,  ridings,  and  places 
in  England -had  made  fome  progrefs  in  eftablifliing 
the  militia,  without  completing  the  fame,  and  that 
in  certain  other  counties  little  progrefs  had  been 
made  therein,  his  Majedy’s  lieutenants  and  the 
deputy  lieutenants,  and  all  others  within  fuch  coun- 
ties or  diftridts,  were  therefore  ftriftly  required 
fpeedily  and  diligently  to  put  thefe  adts  in  execution. 

The  truth  is,  fome  of  thefe  un warlike  commanders 
failed  tlirough  ignorance  and  inadlivity  ; others  gave 
or  offered  Coimmiifions  to  fuch  people  as  threw  a 
ridicule  and  contempt  upon  the  whole  eftablifhment, 
and  confequently  hindered  many  gentlemen  of 
vroith,  fpirit,  and  capacity  from  engaging  in  the  fer- 
vice.  The  mutiny-bill,  and  that  for  the  regulation 
of  the  marine-forces  while  on  fhore,  paffed  through 
the  ufual  forms,  as  annual  mieafures,  without  any 
difpute  or  alteration 

§ XIV, 

* The  next  hill  that  fell  tinder  the  cognizance  of  the  Houfe  rela- 
ted to  a law  tranfaftion,  and  was  fuggefted  by  a petition  prefented  in 
the  name  of  the  fnerift's,  and  grantees  of  port- fines  tinder  the  crown 
of  England.  They  enumerated  and  explained  the  difficulties  under 
which  they  laboured,  in  raifing  and  collecting  thefe  fines  within  the 
reipeCtive  counties  5 particularly  when  the  eftate  conveyed  by  fine 
was  no  more  than  a right  of  reverfion,  jn  which  cafe  they  could  not 
poffibiy  levy  the  poll  fine,  unlefs  the  purchafer  ffiould  obtain  pofiefllon 
within  the  term  of  the  ffieriffalty,  or  pay  it  of  his  own  free  will,  as 
they  could  notdiltrain  w'lile  the  lands  were  in  the  poffieffion  of  the 
donee.  They,  therefore,  propofed'a  method  for  raiiing  thefe  poll -fines 
by  a proper  officer,  to  be  appointed  tor  that  purpofej  and  prayed 
that  leave  might  be  given  to  bring  in  a bill  accordingly.  This  petirica 
was  leconded  by  a melfage  from  the  King,  importing,  that  his  Majellv, 
asjar  as  his  intereft  was  concerned,  gave  his  confent  that  the  HonVe 
might  a£l  in  this  affair  as  they  fiiould  think  proper. 
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§ XIV.  A committee  having  been  appointed  to 
enquire  what  laws  were  expired,  or  near  expiring, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  Floufe  touching 
the  revival  or  continuation  of  thefe  laws,  they  agreed 
to  feveral  refolutions ; in  confequence  of  which  the 
following  bills  were  brought  in,  and  enadled  into  laws ; 
namely,  an  acl  for  regulating  the  laftage  and  bal- 
laRage  of  the  river  Thames ; an  a6l  for  continuing 
the  law  relating  to  the  punifliment  of  perfons  going 
armed  or  difguifed ; an  ad  for  continuing  feveral 
laws  near  expiring;  an  acl  concerning  the  unmea- 
fureiTxent  of  coals ; an  ad  for  the  relief  of  debtors, 
with  refped  to  the  imprifonment  of  their  perfons. 
This  iaft  was  almoft  totally  metamorphofed  by  alte- 
rations, amendments,  and  additions,  among  which 
the  mofl  remarkable  were  thefe  : that  where  more 
creditors  than  one  fliall  charge  any  prifoner  in  exe- 
cution, and  defire  to  have  him  detained  in  prifon, 
they  fhall  only  refpedively  pay  him  each  fuch 
weekly  fum,  not  exceeding  one  (hilling  and  fixpence 
per  week,  as  the  court,  at  the  time  of  his  being 
remanded,  fliall  dired : that  if  any  prifoner,  de- 
fcribed  by  the  ad,  (hall  remain  in  prifon  three 
months'  after  being  committed,  any  creditor  may 


The  Commons,  in  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  having  taken 
into  confiJeration  the  merits  of  the  petition,  formed  feveral  refolu- 
tjons  5 upon  which  a bill  was  founded  for  the  more  regular  and  eafy 
collefting,  accounting  for,  and  paying  of  port- fines,  which  ftiould 
be  due  to  the  crown,  or  to  the  grantees  thereof  under  the  crowm,  and 
for  the  eafe  of  flieritfs,  in  refpecl:  to  the  fame.  Before  it  palled  into 
a law,  however,  it  was  oppofed  by  apetition  in  favour  of  oneWilliam 
Taw,  a hmatick,  clerk  of  the  King’s  filver- office,  alledgiiig,  that 
Ihould  the  bill  pafs,  it  would  deprive  the  fald  Daw  and  his  fuccellors 
of  an  ancient  fee  belonging  to  his  olfice,  on  fearches  made  for  poft- 
lines  by  the  under-llaerift' of  the  feveral  counties;  therefore,  praying 
that  fuch  provifion  might  be  made  for  the  laid  lunatick  as  to  the 
Houfe  fiioidd  feem  juft  and  realbnable.  This,  and  divers  other  pe- 
titions refpefling  the  bill,  being  difeufied  in  the  commiitce,  it  under- 
went feveral  amendments,  and  was  enabled  into  a law;  the  particu- 
lars of  v/lu'ch  cannot  be  properly  undeiflood  without  a previous  ex- 
planation of  this  method  of  conveying  eftatts  > a lubjebl  ohicure  in 
jtfeif,  founded  upon  a feeming  fubterfuge  of  law,  fcarce  reconcileable 
with  the  diblates  of  common  fenfe,  and  ccnfequentJy  impropet  for  the 
pen  of  an  hifiorian. 
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compel  him  to  give  into  court,  upon  oath,  an  ac-  c H A P, 
count  of  his  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  to  be  difpofed 
of  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  they  confenting  to 
his  being  difcharged.  Why  the  humanity  of  this 
law  was  confined  to  thofe  prifoners  only  who  are  not 
charged  in  execution  with  any  debt  exceeding  one 
hundred  pounds  cannot  eafily  be  conceived.  A man, 
who,  through  unavoidable  misfortunes,  hath  funk 
from  affluence  to  mifery  and  indigence,  is  generally 
a greater  object  of  compaffion  than  he  who  never 
knew  the  delicacies  of  life,  nor  ever  enjoyed  credit 
fufficient  to  contra6l  debts  to  any  confiderable 
amount ; yet  the  latter  is  by  this  law  entitled  to  his 
difcharge,  or  at  leak  to  a maintenance  in  prifon ; 
while  the  former  is  left  to  ftarve  in  gaol,  or  undergo 
perpetual  imprifonment,  amidft  all  the  horrors  of 
mifery,  if  he  owes  above  one  hundred  pounds  to  a 
revengeful  and  unrelenting  creditor.  Wherefore,  in 
a country,  the  people  of  which  juftly  pique  them- 
felves  upon  charity  and  benevolence,  an  unhappy 
fellow-citizen,  reduced  to  a ftate  of  bankruptcy  by 
unforefeen  Ioffes  in  trade,  fliould  be  fubjefted  to  a 
punifhment,  which,  of  all  others,  muff  be  the  moft 
grievous  to  a free-born  Briton,  namely,  the  entire 
lols  of  liberty  ; a punifflment  which  the  moll  flagrant 
crime  can  hardly  deferve,  in  a nation  that  difckims 
the  torture;  for,  doubtlefs,  perpetual  imprifonment 
muft  be  a torture  infinitely  more  fevere  than  death 
becaufe  protraded  through  a feries  of  years  fpent  in 
mifery  and  defpair,  without  one  glimmerino-  ray  of 
liope,  without  the  moft  diftant  profped  of  delive 
ranee  Wherefore  the  legidature  fflould  extend  its 
humanity  to  thofe  only  who  are  the  kaft  fenfible  of 
the  benefit,  becaufe  the  moft  able  to  ftruggle  under 
misfortune ; and  wherefore  many  valuable  indi 
viduals  fflould,  for  no  guilt  of  their  own,  be  not 
only  ruined  tliemfelves,  but  loft  to  the  community? 
are  queftions  which  we  cannot  refolve  to  the  fatls 
fadion  ot  the  reader.  Of  all  imprifoned  debtors^ 

thofe 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

K thofe  who  are  confined  for  large  fums  may  be  deemed 
the  moft  wretched  and  forlorn,  becaiife  they  have 
generally  fallen  from  a fphere  of  life  where  they  had 
little  acquaintance  with  neceffity,  and  were  altogether 
ignorant  of  the  arts  by  which  the  feverities  of  indi- 
gence are  alleviated.  On  the  other  hand,  thofe  of 
the  lower  clafs  of  mankind,  whofe  debts  are  fmall  in 
proportion  to  the  narrownefs  of  their  former  credit, 
have  not  the  fame  delicate  feelings  of  calamity. 
They  are  inured  to  hardfhip,  and  accuflomed  to  the 
labour  of  their  hands,  by  which,  even  in  a prifon, 
they  can  earn  a fubfiftence.  Their  reverfe  of  fortune 

is  not  fo  great,  nor  the  tranfition  fo  effecling.  Their 
fenfations  are  not  delicate  3 nor  are  they,  like  their 
betters  in  misfortune,  cut  off  from  hope,  which  is 
the  wretch’s  lafb  comfort.  It  is  the  man  of  fenti- 
ment  and  fenfibility,  who,  in  this  fituation,  is  over- 
whelmed with  a complication  of  mifery  and  ineffable 
diftrefs.  The  mortification  of  his  pride,  his  ambi- 
tion blafted,  his  -family  undone,  himfelf  deprived  of 
liberty,  reduced  from  opulence  to  extreme  want, 
from  the  elegancies  of  life  to  the  moft  fqualid  and 
frightful  feenes  of  poverty  and  afflidlion  ; divefted  of 
comfort,  deftitute  of  hope,  and  doomed  to  linger 
out  a wretched  being  in  the  midft  of  infult,  violence, 
riot,  and  uproar  j thefe  are  refiedtions  fo  replete  with 
horror,  as  to  render  him  in  all  refpedls,  the  moft 
miferable  objedt  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  He,  alas  1 
though  pofTeffedof  talents  that  might  have  effentially 
ferved,  and  even  adorned  fociety,  while  thus  re- 
ftrained  in  prifon,  and  affedted  in  mind,  can  exert 
no  faculty,  norftoop  to  any  condefcenfion,  by  which 
the  horrours  of  his  fate  might  be  affuaged.  He 
fcorns  to  execute  the  lov/eft  offices  of  menial  fervices, 
particularly  in  attending  thofe  who  are  the  objedts  of 
contempt  or  abhorrence  : he  is  incapable  of  exerci- 
fing  any  mechanick  art,  which  might  afford  a happy 
though  a fcanty  independence.  Shrunk  within  h;s 

difmal  cell,  furrounded  by  haggard  poverty,  and  her 

gaunt 
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gaunt  attendants,  hollow  eyed  flimine,  Ihlverlng 
cold,  and  wan  difeafe,  he  wildly  calls  his  eyes 
around : he  fees  the  tender  partner  of  his  heart  weep- 
ing in  filent  woe  j he  hears  his  helplefs  babes  clamo- 
rous for  fuftenancei  he  feels  himfelfthe  importunate 
cravings  of  human  nature,  v/hich  he  cannot  fatisfy ; 
and  groans  with  ail  the  complicated  pangs  of  eternal 
anguifh,  horror,  and  defpair.  Thefe  are  not  the 
fi6lions  of  idle  fancy,  but  real  pictures,  drawn  from 
nature,  of  which  almolt  every  prifon  in  England  will 
afford  but  too  many  originals. 

§ XV.  Among  other  new  mealures,  a fuccefsful 
attempt  was  made  in  favour  of  Ireland,  by  a bill, 
permitting  the  free  im-portation  of  cattle  from  that 
kingdom  for  a limited  time.  This,  however,  was 
not  carried  through  both  Tloufes  without  confidera- 
ble  oppofition,  arifing  from  the  particular  interells  of 
certain  counties  and  diftridls  in  feveral  parts  of 
Great-Britain,  from  whence  petitions  againft  the  bill 
were  tranfmitted  to  the  Commons.  Divers  artifices 
were  ailb  ufed  within  doors  to  laddie  the  bill  with 
fuch  claufes  as  might  overcharge  the  fcheme,  and 
render  it  odious  or  alarming  to  thepublick  : but  the 
promoters  of  it  being  aware  of  the  defign,  conduced 
it  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  fruftrate  all  their  views, 
and  convey  it  fafely  to  the  throne,  where  it  was 
enaded  into  a law.  The  like  fuccefs  attended  ano- 
ther effort  in  behalf  of  our  fellow-fubjeds  of  Ireland. 
The  bill  for  the  im.portation  of  Irifh  cattle  was  no 
fooner  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  than  the  Houfe 
proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the  duties 
then  payable  on  the  importation  of  tallow  from 
the  fame  kingdom,  and  feveral  witneffes  beino'  exa- 
mined, the  committee  agreed  to  a refolutio^  that 
thefe  duties  fliould  ceafe  and  determine  for  a limited 
time.  . A bill  being  formed  accordingly,  paffed 
through  both  Houles  without  oppofition;  though 
n the  preceding  feffion  a bill  to  the  fame  purpofc 
had  mifcarried  among  the  Peers : a mifcarriace  pro- 

^ bably 
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BOOK  bably  owing  to  their  being  unacquainted  with  the 

^ fentiments  of  his  Majefly,  as  fome  of  the  duties  upon 

,735,  tallow  conftituted  part  of  one  of  the  branches  appro- 
priated for  the  civil  lift  revenue.  This  objedion, 
however,  was  obviated  in  the  cafe  of  the  prefent  bill, 
by  the  King’s  meftage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
fignifying  his  Majefty’s  confent,  as  far  as  his  intereft 
was  concerned  in  the  affair.  By  this  new  ad  the 
free  importation  of  Irifti  tallow  was  permitted  for  the 
term  of  five  years. 

§ XVI.  In  the  month  of  February  the  Commons 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  requefting  that 
he  would  give  diredions  for  laying  before  the  bloufe 
an  account  of  what  had  been  done,  fince  the  begin- 
ning of  laft  year,  towards  fecuring  the  harbour  of 
Milford,  in  purfuance  of  any  diredions  from  his 
Majefty.  Thefe  accounts  being  perufed,  and  the 
King  having,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
exhorted  them  to  make  provifion  for  fortifying  the 
faid  harbour,  a bill  was  brought  in  to  explain, 
amend,  and  render  more  effedual,  the  ad  of  the 
laft  feffion  relating  to  this  fubjed ; and,  paffing 
through  both  Houfes,  received  the  roval  affent  with- 
out’oppofition.  By  this  ad  feveral  engineers  were 
added  to  the  Commiffioners  formerly  appointed; 
and  it  was  ordained  that  fortifications  fhould  be 
ereded  at  Peter-church-point,  Weftlanyon-point, 
and  Neyland-poinr,  as  being  the  moft  proper  andbeft 
fituated  places  for  fortifying  the  interior  parts  of  the 
harbour.  It  w'as  alfo  enaded  that  the  Commiffioners 
fhould  appoint  proper  fecretaries,  clerks,  affiiftants, 
and  other  officers,  for  carrying  the  two  ads  into  exe- 
cution ; and  that  an  account  of  the  application  of  the 
money  ffiould  be  laid  before  Parliament,  within 
twenty  days  of  the  opening  of  every  feffion.  What 
next  attraded  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  was  an 
affair  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  commerce 
of  the  kingdom,  which  equally  affeded  the  intereft 
of  the  nation,  and  the  charader  of  the  natives.  In 

the 
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the  latter  end  of  February  complaint  was  made  to  chap. 
the  Houfe,  that,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  x. 
war,  an  infamous  trafEck  had  been  fet  on  foot  by  ^ 

fome  merchants  of  London,  of  importing  French 
cloths  into  feveral  ports  of  the  Levant,  on  account 
ofBritifli  fubie6ls.  Five  perfons  were  fummoned 
to  attend  the  Houfe,  and  the  fa£t  was  fully  proved, 
not  only  by  their  evidence,  but  alfo  by  fome  papers 
fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Turkey  company. 

A bill  was  immediately  contrived  for  putting  a ftop 
to  this  fcandalous  pradtice,  reciting  in  the  preamble, 
that  fuch  traffick  was  not  only  a manifeft  difeourage- 
ment  and  prejudice  to  the  woolen  manufadlures  of 
Great-Britain,  but  alfo  a relief  to  the  enemy,  in 
confequence  of  which  they  were  enabled  to  maintain 
the  war  againft  thefe  kingdoms. 

§ XVII.  The  next  objedt  that  employed  the  at- 
tention of  the  Commons  was  to  explain  and  amend 
a law  made  in  the  laft  feffion  for  granting  to  his 
Majefty  feveral  rates  and  duties  upon  offices  and  pen- 
fions.  The  diredlions  fpecified  in  the  former  adl 
for  levying  this  impofition  having  been  found  incon- 
venient in  many  refpedls,  new  regulations  were  now 
eftabliffied,  importing,  that  thofe  dedudtions  fhould 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  receivers  appointed  by  the 
King  for  that  purpofe^  that  all  Turns  dedudled  under 
this  adt  ffiould  be  accounted  for  to  fuch  receivers 
and  the  accounts  audited  and  paiTed  by  them,  and 
not  by  the  auditors  of  the  imprefts,  or  of  the"  Ex- 
chequer; and  all  difputes  relating  to  the  colledtion 
of  this  duty  ffiould  be  finally,  and  in  a fummary  way 
determined  by  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  refpedtively ; that  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  land-tax  ffiould  fix  and  afeertain  the 
fam  total  or  amount  of  the  perquifites  of  every  < 
office  and  employment  within  their  refpedlive  dif- 
tnds,  diftindt  from  the  falary  thereunto  beloncrffip- 
to  bededudled  under  the  faid  act,  independently 
of  any  former  valuation  or  afieiTment  of  the  fame  to 
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BOOK  the  land-tax ; and  fhoiild  rate  or  afiefs  all  offices  and 
employ nnents,  the  perquifites  whereof  fhonld  be 
found  to  exceed  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  at  one  (lulling  for  every  twenty  thence 
arifing ; that  the  receivers  fhould  tranfmit  to  the 
Commiffioners  in  every  diftridt  where  any  ofHce  or 
employment  is  to  be  affelTed,  an  account  of  fuch 
offices  and  employments,  that  upon  being  certified 
of  the  truth  of  their  amount  they  might  be  rated  and 
affeffed  accordingly  ; that  in  all  future  affeffments  of 
the  land-tax  the  (aid  offices  and  employments  fliould 
not  be  valued  at  higher  rates  than  thofc  at  which 
they  were  afleffed  towards  the  land-tax  of  the  thirty- 
firfi  year  of  the  prefent  reign  ; that  the  word  perqui- 
fite  fhould  be  underffood  to  mean  fuch  profits  of 
offices  and  eiTiployments  as  arife  from  fees  eftablilhed 
by  cuflom  or  authority,  and  payable  either  by  the 
crown  or  the  fubjedls,  in  confideration  of  bufinefs 
done  in  the  courfe  of  executing  fuch  offices  and  em- 
ployments 3 and  that  a Commiffioner  poffelfed  of 
any  office  or  employment  might  not  interfere  in  the 
execution  of  the  faid  adf,  except  in  what  might  relate 
to  his  own  employment.  By  the  four  laft  claufes 
feveral  falaries  were  exempted  from  the  payment  of 
this  duty.  The  objedions  made  without  doors  to 
this  new  law  were  the  acceffion  of  pecuniary  influence 
to  the  crown,  by  the  creation  of  a new  office  and 
officers,  whereas  this  duty  miglit  have  been  eafily 
colleded  and  received  by  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
land-tax  already  appointed,  and  the  incpnfiftency 
that  appeared  between  the  fifth  and  leventh  claufcsi 
in  the  former  of  thefe,  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
land-tax  were  veiled  with  the  power  of  afleffing  the 
perquifites  of  every  office  within  their  refpedive  dif- 
trids,  independent  of  any  former  valuation  or  aireffi 
ment  of  the  flume  to  the  land-tax ; and  by  the  latter, 
they  were  reftricled  from  afleffing  any  office  at  a 
higher  rate  than  that  of  the  thirty-firil  year  of  the 
reign  of  George  II. 

• § XVIIL 
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I XVIII.  In  the  beginning  cff  March  petitions  i 
were  ofiered  to  the  Hoiife  by  the  merchants  of  Bir- 
mingham, in  Warwickfhire,  and  Shefheld,  in 
Yorklhire,  fpecitying  that  the  toy  trade  of  thefc  and 
many  other  towns  conf#ed  generally  of  articles  in 
Vv^hich  gold  and  filver  might  be  faid  to  be  manufac- 
tured, though  in  a fmall  proportion,  inafmuch  as 
the  fale  of  them  depended  upon  flight  ornaments  of 
gold  and  filver:  that  by  a claufe  pafled  in  the  laft 
leflion  of  Parliament,  obliging  every  perfon  who 
Ihould  fell  goods  or  wares  in  which  any  gold  or  filver 
was  manufa6lured,  to  take  out  an  annual  licenfe  of 
forty  fliillings,  they  the  petitioners  were  laid  under 
great  difficulties  and  difadvantages : that  not  only 
the  firfi:  feller,  but  every  perfon  through  whole 
hands  the  goods  or  wares  paffied  to  the  confumer, 
v/as  required  to  take  out  the  faid  licenfe  j they  there- 
fore, requelted  that  the  Houfe  would  take  thefe 
hardfliips  and  inequalities  into  confideration,  and 
indulge  them  with  reafonable  relief.  The  com- 
mittee, to  which  this  affair  was  referred,  havino' 
refolved  that  this  impofition  was  found  detrimental 
to  the  toy  and  cutlery  trade  of  the  kingdom,  the 
Houfe  agreed  to  the  refolution,  and  a bill  beino- 
prepared,  under  the  title  of  An  ad  to  amend  the 
a6t  made  in  the  lafl  feffion,  for  repealing  the  duty 
granted  by  an  ad  of  the  fixth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  late  Majefty,  on  filver  plate,  and  for  granting 
“ a duty  on  licenfes  to  be  tdcen  out  by  all  perfons 
dealing  in  gold  and  filver  plate,”  was  enaded 
into  a law  by  the  royal  fandion.  By  this  new  rec^u- 
lation,  fmall  quantities  of  gold  and  filver  plate  w^re 
allowed  to  be  fold  without  licenfe.  Inftead  of  the 
duty  before  payable  upon  licenfes,  another  was 
granted,  to  be  taken  out  by  ceitain  dealers  in  t^old 
and_  filver  plate,  pawnbrokers,  and  refiners.  This 
affair  being  difcuffed,  the  Houfe  took  into  confide- 
ration  the  claims  of  the  proprietors  of  lands  pur- 
chffed  for  the  better  fecuring  of  his  Majeffy’s  docks, 
VOL.  IV,  Gg  . 
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jjoOKfliips,  and  (lores  at  Chatham,  Portfmouth,  and 
Plymouth;  and  for  the  better  fortifying  the  town  of 
Portfmouth  and  citadel  of  Plymouth,  in  purfuance 
of  an  aft  palled  in  the  lad  fefTion.  We  have  already 
fpecified  the  fum  granted  for  this  purpofe,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a refolution  of  the  Houfe,  upon  which  a 
bill  being  founded,  foon  paded  into  a law,  without 
oppofition  *, 

§ XIX.  In  the  month  of  April,  a bill  was  brought 
in  for  the  more  effeftual  preventing  the  fraudulent 
importation  of  cambricks ; and  while  it  was  under 
deliberation,  feveral  merchants  and  wholefale  dra- 
pers of  the  city  of  London  prefented  a petition,  re- 
prefenting  the  grievances  to  which  they,  and  many 
thoufand  of  other  traders,  would  be  fubjefted,  (liould 
the  bill,  as  it  then  (lood,  be  paffed  into  a law. 
According  to  their  requeft,  they  were  heard  by  their 
counfel  on  the  merit  of  this  remonftiance,  and  fome 
amendments  were  made  to  the  bill  in  their  favour. 
At  length  it  received  the  royal  affent,  and  became  a 
law  to  the  following  effeft:  It  enafted,  that  no 
cambricks,  French  lawns,  or  linens  of  this  kind, 
ufually  entered  under  the  denomination  of  cam- 
foricks,  (liould  be  imported  after  the  firft  day  of  next 
Auguft,  but  in  bales,  cafes,  or  boxes,  covered  with 
, fackcloth  or  canvas,  containing  each  one  hundred 
whole  pieces,  or  two  hundred  half  pieces,  on  penalty 
Qf  forfeiting  the  whole : that  cambricks  and  French 

lawns 


® The  next  bill  which  was  brought  Into  the  Houfe  related  to  tho 
fiimmous  iffued  by  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Excife,  and  juftices  of 
the  peace,  for  the  appearance  of  perfons  offending  againft,  orfor 
forfeiture  incurred  by,  the  laws  of  Exile.  As  fome  doubts  had  rifeO 
with  refpeft  to  the  method  of  fummoning  in  tuch  cafes,  this  bill, 
which  obtained  the  royal  affent  in  due  courfe,  enacted,  that  the 
furnmons  left  at  the  Houfe,  or  ufual  place  of  refidence,  or  with  the 
wife,  child,  or  menial  fervants  of  the  perlbn  fo  fummoned,  fhould 
be  held  as  legal  notice,  as  well  as  the  leaving  fuch  notice  at  the  houfe, 
woi'khoufe,  warehoufe,  Ihop,  cellar,  vault,  or  ufual  place  of  reli» 
dence  of  fuch  perfon,  dire6ted  to  him  by  his  right  or  affumed  name ; 
and  all  dealers  in  coffee,  tea,  or  chocolate  were  fubjetted  to  the  pe« 
nalty  of  twenty  pounds  as  often  as  they  Ihould  negledl  to  attend  tht 
CommilTioners  of  Excife,  when  fiimmotiedin  this  manner* 
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lawns  Ihould  be  imported  for  exportation  only,  chap. 
lodged  in  the  king’s  warehoufes,  and  delivered  out  j 

under  like  fecurity  and  reftridlions  as  prohibited 
Eaft-India  merchandife;  and,  on  importation,  pay 
only  the  half  fubfidy : that  all  cambricks  and  French 
lawns  in  the  cuftody  of  any  perfons  fliould  be  depo- 
fited,  by  the  firfh  of  Auguft,  in  the  king’s  ware- 
houfes,  the  bonds  thereupon  be  delivered  up,  and 
the  drawback  on  exportation  paid;  yet  the  goods 
Ihould  not  be  dHivered  out  again  but  for  exporta- 
tion: that  cambricks  and  French  lawns  expofed  to 
falc,  or  found  in  the  polTeffion  of  private  perfons, 
after  the  faid  day,  Ihould  be  forfeited,  and  liable  to 
be  fearched  for,  and  feized,  in  like  manner  as  other 
prohibited  and  uncuftomed  goods  are;  and  the 
offender  fliould  forfeit  two  hundred  pounds,  over 
and  above  all  other  penalties  and  forfeitures  inflidfed 
by  any  former  adl: : that  if  any  doubt  fliould  arife  con- 
cerning the  fpecies  or  quality  of  the  goods,  or  the  place 
where  they  were  manufadured,  the  proof  fliould  lie 
on  the  owner:  finally,  that  the  penalty  of  five  pounds, 
inflided  by  a forrn^  ad,  and  payable  to  the  infor- 
mer, on  any  perfon  that  fliould  wear  any  cambrick 
or  French  lawns,  fhould  ftill  remain  in  force,  and  be 
recoverable,  on  convidion,  by  oath  of  one  witnefs, 
before  one  juftice  of  peace. — The  lafl:  fuccefsful 
bill  which  this  feflion  produced  was  that  relating  to 
the  augumentation  of  the  falaries  of  the  judges  in  his 
Majefly’s  fuperior  courts  of  juflice.  A motion 
having  been  made  for  an  inflrudion  to  the  com- 
mittee of  fupply,  to  confider  of  the  faid  augmenta- 
tion, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  acquainted 
the  Houfe  that  this  augmentation  was  recommended 
to  them  by  his  Majcfty.  Neverthelefs,  the  motion' 
was  oppofed,  and  a warm  debate  enfued.  At  length, 
however,  being  carried  in  the  affirmative,  the  com- 
mittee agreed  to  certain  refolutions,  on  which  a bill 
was  founded.  While  it  remained  under  difcuflion, 
a motion  was  made  for  an  inflrudion  to  the  com- 
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BOOK  niittce,  that  they  fhoiild  have  power  to  receive  ^ 
claufe  or  claufes  for  reftraining  the  judges,  compre- 
hended  within  the  provifions  of  the  bill,  from  receiv- 
ing  any  fee,  gift,  prefent,  or  entertainment  from  any 
city,  town,  borough,  or  corporation,  or  from  any 
flieriflr,  gaoler,  or  other  officer,  upon  their  feveral 
refpedtive  circuits,  and  from  taking  any  gratuity 
from  any  office  or  officer  of  any  of  the  courts  of  law. 
Another  motion  was  made,  for  a claufe  reftraining 
luch  Judges,  Barons,  and  Juftices,  as  were  com- 
prehended within  the  provifions  of  the  bill,  from 
interfering,  otherwife  than  by  giving  their  own  voces, 
in  any  election  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament; 
but  both  thefe  propofals,  being  put  to  the  vote,  were 
carried  in  the  negative.  Thefe  two  motions  being 
over-ruled  by  the  majority,  the  bill  underwent  fome 
amendments ; and,  having  pafled  through  both 
Houfes  in  the  ordinary  coiirfe,  was  enafled  into  a 
law  by  the  royal  fandtion.  With  refpecl  to  the  im- 
port of  this  act,  it  is  no  other  than  the  eftabliffiment 
of  the  feveral  ftamp-duties,  applied  to  the  augmen- 
tation ; and  the  appropriation  of  their  produce  in 
fuch  a manner,  that  the  crown  cannot  alter  the  ap- 
plication of  the  fums  thus  granted  in  Parliament. 
Tut,  on  this  occafion,  no  attempt  was  made  in  fa- 
vour of  the  independency  of  the  judges,  which  feems 
to  have  been  invaded  by  a late  interpretation  of,  or 
rather  by  a deviation  from,  the  adt  of  fettlement ; 
in  which  it  is  exprefsly  ordained,  that  the  commif- 
fions  of  the  Judges  ffiould  continue  in  force  quam 
dill  Je  bene  gejjerint ; that  their  falaries  fliould  be  fixed, 
and  none  of  them  removeable  but  by  an  addrefs  of 
Toth  Houfes  of  Parliament.  It  was  then,  without 
.all  doubt,  the  intention  of  the  Legiflature  that  every 
Judge  ffiould  enjoy  his  office  during  life,  unlefs  con- 
vidled  by  legal  trial  of  fome  miffiehaviour,  or  unlefs 
.both  Houfes  of  Parliament  fnould  concur  in  defi- 
ring  ills  removal : but  the  dodlrine  now'  adopted  im- 
ports, that  no  Gommiffion  can  continue  in  force 
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linger  than  the  life  of  the  King  by  wnoiii  it  was  c H A P. 
granted;  that  therefore  the  commiffions  of  the  Judges  ^ 
niuft  be  renewed  by  a new  King  at  his  accelTion,  17^,5. 
who  fhould  have  it  in  his  power  to  employ  either 
thofe  whom  he  finds  a6lingas  Judges  at  his  acceflion, 
or  confer  their  offices  on  others,  with  no  other  re- 
ftraint  than  that  the  condition  of  the  new  commif- 
fions  fhould  be  qiiara  diu  fe  bene  geJJ'erint.  T hus  the 
office  of  a Judge  is  rendered  more  precarious,  and 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  reqeives  a confiderable 
reinforcement. 

§ XX.  Among  the  bills  that  mifearried  in  the 
courfe  of  this  feffion,  we  may  number  a fecond  au 
tempt  to  carry  into  execution  the  fcheme  which  was 
offered  laft  year  for  the  more  cffedtual  manning  the 
navy,  preventing  defertion,  and  relieving  and  en- 
couraging the  feamen  of  Great-Critain.  A bill  was 
accordingly  brought  in,  couched  in  nearly  the  fame 
terms  which  had  been  rejefted  in  the  laft  feffion  ; and 
it  was  fupported  by  a confiderable  number  of  mem- 
bers, animated  with  a true  fpirit  of  patriotifm  : but 
to  the  trading  part  of  the  nation  it  appeared  one  of 
thofe  plaufible  proje6ls,  which,  though  agreeable  in 
(peculation,  can  never  be  reduced  into  practice  with- 
out a concomitancy  of  greater  evils  than  thofe  tliey 
were  intended  to  remove.  While  the  bill  remained  ' 
under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  petitions  w^re 
prefented  againft  it  by  the  merchants  of  Briftol, 
Scarborough,  Whitby,  Kingflon-upon-Hull,  and 
Kancafter,  reprefenting,  That,  by  fuch  a law,  the  . 
trade  of  the  kingdom,  which  is  the  nurfery  and  fup- 
port  of  feamen  at  all  times,  and  that  fpirit  of  equip,- 
ping  private  ffiips  of  war,  which  had  been  of  diftin- 
guiflied  fervice  to  the  nation,  would  be  laid  under 
fuch  difficulties  as  might  caiife  a great  ftagnation  in 
the  former,  and  a total  fuppreffion  of  the  latter ; the 
bill,  therefore,  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
marine  of  the  kingdom,  and  altogether  ineffeclual 
for  the  purpofes  intended.  A great  number  of 
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books  and  papers,  relating  to  trading  fliips  and  vef- 
fels  as  well  as  to  feamen,  and  other  perfons  protefted 
or  prefled  into  the  navy,  and  to  expences  occafioned 
by  prelTing  men  into  the  navy,  were  examined  in  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  bill  was  im- 
proved with  many  amendments : nay,  after  it  was 
printed  and  engroflfed,  feveral  claules  were  added 
by  way  of  rider;  yet  ftill  the  experiment  feemed 
dangerous.  The  motion  for  its  being  paflTed  was 
violently  oppofed ; warm  debates  enfued ; they  were 
adjourned,  and  refumed ; and  the  arguments  againft 
the  bill  appeared  at  length  in  fuch  a ilriking  light, 
that,  when  the  queflion  was  put,  the  majority  de- 
clared for  the  negative.  The  regulations  which  had 
been  made  in  Parliament  during  the  twenty-fixth, 
the  twenty-eighth,  and  thirtieth  years  of  the  prefent 
reign,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  publick  roads,  be- 
ing attended  with  fome  inconveniencies  in  certain 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  petitions  were  brought  from 
fome  counties  in  Wales,  as  well  as  from  the  free- 
holders of  Herefordfhire,  the  farmers  of  Middlefex, 
and  others,  enumerating  the  difficulties  attending  the 
life  of  broad  wheels  in  one  cafe,  and  the  limitation 
of  horfes  ufed  in  drawing  carriages  with  narrow 
wheels  in  the  other.  The  matter  of  thefe  remon- 
ftrances  was  confidered  in  a committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  which  refolved  that  the  weight  to  be  carried 
by  all  waggons  and  carts,  travelling  on  the  turnpike 
roads,  ffiould  be  limited.  On  this  refolution  a bill 
was  framed,  for  amending  and  reducing  into  one  ad 
of  Parliament  the  three  ads  before  mentioned  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  publick  highways : but  fome 
objedions  being  {larted,  and  a petition  interpofed  by 
the  land- owners  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  alledging 
that  the  bill,  if  paffed  into  a law,  would  render  it 
impoffible  to  bring  frefli  provifions  from  thofe  coun- 
ties to  London,  as  the  fupply  depended  abfolutely 
Upon  the  quicknefs  of  conveyance,  the  further  con- 
ffderation  of  it  was  poftponed  to  a longer  day,  and 
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never  refumed  in  the  fequel : fo  that  the  attempt  < 

miicarried.  ...  v 

§ XXL  Of  all  the  fubjefts  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  feffion,  fell  under  the  cognizance  of  Parlia- 
ment, there  was  none  that  more  interefted  the  hu- 
manity or  challenged  the  redrefs  of  the  Legiflaturc 
than  did  the  cafe  of  the  poor  infolvent  debtors,  who 
languiflied  under  all  the  miferies  of  indigence  and 
imprifonment.  In  the  month  of  February  a petition 
was  offered  to  the  Commons  in  behalf  of  bankrupts, 
who  reprefented,  That  having  fcrupulouQy  con- 
formed to  the  laws  made  concerning  bankruptcy, 
by  furrendering  their  all  upon  oath  for  the  benefit  of 
their  creditors,  they  had  neverthelefs  been  refufed 
their  certificates,  without  any  probability  of  relief  j 
that  by  this  cruel  refufal,  many  bankrupts  have  been 
obliged  to  abfeond,  while  others  were  immured  in 
prifon,  and  thefe  unhappy  fufFerers  groaned  under 
the  particular  hardfhip  of  being  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  laws  occahonally  made  for  the  relief  of 
infolvent  debtors  ; that  the  power  vefted  in  creditors 
of  refufing  certificates  to  their  bankrupts  was,  as  the 
petitioners  conceived,  founded  upon  a prefumption 
that  fuch  power  would  be  tenderly  exercifed,  and 
never  but  in  notorious  cafes ; but  the  great  increafe 
in  the  number  of  bankrupts  within  two  years  paft, 
and  the  fmall  proportion  of  thofe  who  had  been  able 
to  obtain  their  certificates,  feemed  to  demonftrate 
that  the  power  had  been  ufed  for  cruel  and  unjull 
purpofes,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  Legifla- 
ture : that  as  the  greater  part  of  the  petitioners,  and 
their  fellow-fufferers,  muft  inevitably  and  fpeedily 
perifh,  with  their  diftrelTed  families,  unlefs  feafona- 
bly  relieved  by  the  interpofition  of  Parliament,  they 
implored  the  compafTion  of  the  Houfe,  from  which 
they  hoped  immediate  favour  and  relief.  This  peti- 
tion was  accompanied  with  a printed  cafe,  explaining 
the  nature  of  the  laws  relating  to  bankrupts,  and 
pointing  out  their  defers  in  point  of  policy  as  well 
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BOOK  as  humanity ; but  little  regard  was  feemingly  paid  to 

^ .either  remonilrance.  Other  petitions,  however,  be- 
3759-  preiented  by  infolvent  debtors,  imprifonedin 
different  gaols  within  the  kingdom,  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  a bill  for  their  relief,  and  a committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  laws  relating  to  bank- 
ruptcy. 

§ XXII.  Among  other  petitionary  remonftrances 
on  this  fubject,  the  members  v/ere  feparately  pre- 
fented  with  the  printed  cafe  of  Captain  George 
Walker,  a prifoner  in  the  gaol  of  the  King’s-Bench, 
who  had  been  declared  a bankrupt,  and  complained, 
that  he  had  been  fubjeded  to  fome  flagrant  ads  of 
injufliice  and  opprefiion.  The  cafe  contained  fuch 
extraordinary  allegations,  and  the  Captain’s  cha- 
rader  was  fo  remarkably  fair  and  interefling,  that 
the  committee,  which  were  empowered  to  fend  for 
perfons,  papers,  and  records,  refolved  to  enquire 
into  the  particulars  of  his  misfortune.  A motion 
v/as  made  and  agreed  to,  that  the  marfhal  of  the 
prifon  fhould  bring  the  Captain  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  Speaker’s  warrant  was  ifllied  ac- 
cordingly. The  prifoner  was  produced,  and  exa- 
mined at  feveral  fittings ; and  home  of  the  rr.embers 
exprefled  a laudable  eagernefs  to  do  him.  juftice;  but 
his  antagoniffs  were  very  powerful,  and  left  no  ftone 
unturned  to  frullrate  the  purpofe  of  the  enquiry, 
which  was  dropped  of  courfe  at  the  end  of  the  I'ef- 
fion.  Thus  the  unfortunate  Captain  Walker,  who 
had,  in  the  late  war,  remarkably  diflinguifhed  him- 
felf  at  fea  by  his  courage  and  condud,  repeatedly 
flgnalifed  himfelf  againfl  the  enemies  of  his  country, 
was  fent  back,  without  redrefs,  to  the  gloomy  man- 
fions  of  a gaol,  where  he  had  already  pined  for  feve- 
ral yeai-s,  ufelefs  to  himfelf,  and  lofl:  to  the  com- 
munity, while  he  might  have  been  profitably  em- 
ployed in  retrieving  his  own  fortune,  and  exerting 
his  talents  for  the  general  advantage  of  the  nation. 
While  tips  aftair  was  in  agitation,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief 
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lief  of  infolvent  debtors  was  prepared,  printed,  and  c H A P. 
read  a fecond  time ; but,  when  the  motion  was  made 
for  its  being  committed,  a debate  arofe,  and  this 
was  adjourned  from  time  to  time  till  the  end  of  the 
feffion.  Ln  the  mean  time,  the  committee  continued 
to  deliberate  upon  the  laws  relating  to  bankruptcy ; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  June  reported  their  refolii- 
tion  to  the  Houfe,  that,  in  their  opinion,  fome 
amendments  might  be  made  to  the  laws  concerning 
'bankruptcy ; to  the  advantage  of  creditors,  and  re- 
lief of  infolvents.  Such  w^as  the  notice  vouchfafed 
to  the  cries  of  many  BritiHi  fubjedts,  deprived  of 
liberty,,  and  deftitute  of  the  common  necelTaries  of 
life. 

§ XXIII.  It  v/ould  engage  us  in  a long  digrelTive 
difeuffion,  were  we  to  enquire  how  the  }|Dirit  of  .the 
laws  in  England,  fo  famed  for  lenity,  has  been  ex- 
afperated  into  fuch  feverity  againft  infolvent  debtors; 
and  why,  among  a people  fo  diftinguiflied  for  gene- 
rofiry  and  compaffion,  the  gaols  fhould  be  more 
filled  with  prlfoners  than  they  are  in  any  other  part 
of  Chriftendom.  Perhaps  both  thefe  deviations 
Eom  a general  charadler  are  violent  efforts  of  a wary 
iegiflature  made  in  behalf  of  trade,  which  cannot 
be  too  much  cheriflied  in  a nation  that  principally 
depends  upon  commerce.  The  queftion  is,  whe- 
ther this  laudable  aim  may  not  be  more  effedually 
accomplifhed,  without  fubjeding  individuals  to  op- 
preflion,  arifing  from  the  cruelty  and  revenge  of 
one  another.  As  the  laws  are  modelled  at  prefent, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  debtor,  in  fome  cafes] 
lies  in  a peculiar  manner  at  the  mercy  of  his  credi- 
tor. By  the  original  and  common  law  of  Eno-land, 
no  man  could  be  imprifoned  for  debt.  The  plaintiff 
in  any  civil  adlion  could  have  no  execution  upon  his 
judgement  againft  either  the  body  or  the  lands  of  the 
defendant : even  with  refped  to  his  goods  and  chat- 
tels, which  were  fubjed  to  execution,  he  was  oblio-ed 
f:o  leave  him  fuch  articles  as  were  neceffary  for  agri- 
culture* 
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BOOK  culture.  But,  in  procefs  of  time,  this  indulgence 
III.  ^ being  found  prejudicial  to  commerce,  a law  was  en- 
adbed,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  allowing 
execution  on  the  perfon  of  the  debtor,  provided  his 
goods  and  chattels  were  not  fufficient  to  pay  the 
debt  v/hich  he  had  contracted.  This  law  was  flill 
attended  with  a very  obvious  inconvenience.  The 
debtor  who  poiTefTed  an  eftate  in  lands  was  tempted 
to  fecret  his  moveable  effedts,  and  live  in  conceal- 
ment on  the  produce  of  his  lands,  while  the  fherilF 
connived  at  his  retirement.  To  remove  this  evil,  a 
fecond  llatute  was  enadled  in  the  fame  reign,  grant- 
ing immediate  execution  againft  the  body,  lands, 
and  goods  of  the  debtor ; yet  his  efFe£ts  could  not 
be  fold  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditor  till  the  expira- 
tion of  three  months,  during  which  he  himfelf  could 
difpofe  of  them  for  ready  money,  in  order  to  dif- 
charge  his  incumberances.  If  the  creditor  was  not 
fatisfied  in  this  manner,  he  continued  in  pofTeffion  of 
the  debtor’s  lands,  and  detained  the  debtor  himfelf 
in  prifon,  where  he  was  obliged  to  fupply  him  with 
bread  and  water  for  his  fupport,  until  the  debt  was 
difcharged.  Other  fevere  regulations  were  made  in 
the  fequel,  particularly  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
' Third,  which  gave  rife  to  the  writ  of  capias  ad Jatis- 
faciendum.  This,  indeed,  rendered  the  preceding 
laws,  called  flatute-merchant,  and  ftatute-ftaple, 
altogether  unneceffary.  Though  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjecl,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  landholder,  were 
thus,  in  fome  meafure,  facrihced  to  the  advantage  of 


commerce,  an  imprifoned  debtor  was  not  left  en- 
tirely at  the  mercy  of  an  inexorable  creditor.  If 
he  made  all  the  fatisfaCfion  in  his  power,  and  could 
fhow  that  his  infolvency  was  owing  to  real  misfor- 
tunes, the  Court  of  Chancery  interpofed  on  his 
petition,  and  aftually  ordered  him  to  be  difcharged 
from  prifon,  when  no  good  reafon  for  detaining  him 
could  be  affigned.  This  interpofition,  which  feems 
naturally  to  belong  to  a Court  of  Equity,  conftituted 
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with  a view  to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  the  common  c 
law,  ceafed,  in  all  probability,  after  the  reftoration  ^ 
of  Charles  the  Second,  and  of  confequence  the  pri- 
fons  were  filled  with  debtors.  Then  the  Legiflature 
charged  themfelves  with  the  extenfion  of  a power, 
v/hich  perhaps  a Chancellor  no  longer  thought  him- 
felf  fafe  in  exercifing ; and  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  feventy,  palfed  the  firft  aCt  for  the 
relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  granting  a releafe  to  all 
prifoners  for  debt,  without  diftindtion  or  enquiry. 
By  this  general  indulgence,  which  has  even  in  a 
great  meafure  continued  in  all  fubfequent  adls  of  the 
fame  kind,  the  lenity  of  the  Parliament  may  be 
fometimes  mifapplied,  inafmuch  as  inlblvency  is 
often  criminal,  arifing  from  profligacy  and  extrava- 
gance, which  deferve  to  be  feverely  punifhed.  Yet, 
even  for  this  fpecies  of  infolvency,  perpetual  im- 
prifonment,  aggravated  by  the  mifcries  of  extreme 
indigence,  and  the  danger  of  perifhing  through  fa- 
mine, may  be  deemed  a punifliment  too  fevere. 
How  cruel  then  mufl  it  be  to  leave  the  mod:  innocent 
bankrupt  expofed  to  this  punilhment,  from  the  re- 
venge or  finifter  defign  of  a mercilefs  creditor ; a 
creditor,  by  whofe  fraud  perhaps  the  prifoner  became 
a bankrupt,  and  by  whofe  craft  he  is  detained  in 
gaol,  left,  by  his  difcharge  from  prifon,  he  fliould 
be  enabled  to  feek  that  redrefs  in  Chancery  to  which 
he  is  entitled  on  a fair  account ! The  feverity  of  the 
law  was  certainly  intended  againft  fraudulent  bank- 
rupts only  j and  the  ftatute  of  bankruptcy  is,  doubt- 
lefs,  favourable  to  infolvents,  as  it  difeharges  from 
all  former  debts  thofe  who  obtained  their  certificates. 
As  Britifh  fubjefts,  they  are  furely  entitled  to  the 
fame  indulgence  which  is  granted  to  other  infolvents. 
They  were  always  included  in  every  ad  pafTed  for 
the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  till  the  fixth  year  of 
George  I.  when  they  were  firft  excepted  from  this 
benefit.  By  a law  enaded  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
relating  to  bankruptcy,  any  creditor  was  at  liberty  to 
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BOOK  obje£i;  to  the  confirmation  of  the  bankrupt’s  certifi^ 
cate  j but  the  Chancellor  had  power  to  judge  whe- 
ther  the  objedion  was  frivolous  or  well,  founded : 
yet,  by  a later  a6l,  the  Chancellor  is  obliged  to  con- 
firm the  certificate,  if  It  is  agreeable  to  four-fifths 
in  number  and  value  of  the  creditors ; whereas  he 
cannot  confirm  it,  Ihould  he  be  oppofed,  even  with- 
out any  reafon  afiignecl,  by  one  creditor  to  whom 
the  greatefi:  part  of  the  debt  is  owing.  It  might, 
therefore,  deferve  the  confideration  of  Parliament, 
whether,  in  extending  their  clemency  to  the  poor, 
it  fhould  not  be  equally  difiufed  to  bankrupts  and 
ether  infolvents;  whether  proper  diftinftion  ought 
not  to  be  made  between  the  innocent  bankrupt  who 
fails  through  misfortunes  in  trade,  and  him  who  be- 
comes infolvent  from  fraud  or  profligacy;  and 
finally,  wfiiether  the  enquiry  and  trial  of  all  fuch 
cafes  would  not  properly  fall  within  the  province  of 
Chancery,  a tribunal  infiituted  for  the  mitigation  of 
common  law  ? 

§ XXIV.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  feems  to  have 
been  determined  on  another  meafure,  which,  how- 
ever, does  not  admit  of  explanation.  An  order  was 
made  in  the  month  of  February,  that  leave  fhould  be 
given  to  bring  in  a bill  to  explain,  amend,  and  ren- 
der effedtual  fo  much  of  an  adl,  pafifed  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  George  II.  againft  the  excefiive  in- 
cresfe  of  horfe-races,  and  deceitful  gaming,  as  re- 
lated to  that  increafe.  The  bill  was  accordingly 
' ' prefented,  read,  printed,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 

mitted to  a committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ; but  the 
order  was  delayed  from  time  to  time  till  the  end  of 
the'  fefiion.  Some  progrefs  was  likewife  made  in 
another  affair  of  greater  confequence  to  the  com- 
munity. A committee  was  appointed  in  the  month 
of  March,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
the  poor  in  England,  as  well  as  the  laws  enaffed  for 
their  m.aintenance.  The  clerks  of  the  peace  be- 
longing to  ail  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  in 
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England  and  Wales,  were  ordered  to  tranfmlt,  for  ^ 
the  perufal  of  the  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  annual 
expence  of  paffing  vagrants  through  their  refpe6live 
divifions  and  diftridts  for  four  years:  and  the  com- 
mittee began  to  deliberate  on  this  important  fubjecl:. 
In  the  latter  end  of  May  the  Houfe  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  their  refokitions,  importing,  that  the 
prefent  method  of  relieving  the  poor  in  the  refpedtive 
parilhes,  where  no  workhoufes  have  been  provided 
for  their  reception  and  employment,  are,  in  general, 
,verv  burthenfome  to  the  inhabitants,  and  tend  to 
render  the  poor  iriifcrable  to  themfelves,  and  ufelefs 
to  the  community : that  the  prefent  method  of 
giving  money  out  of  the  parochial  rates  to  perfons 
capable  of  labour,  in  , order  to  prevent  them  from 
claiming  an  entire  fiibriftence  for  themfelves  and  their 
families,  is  contrary  to  the  fpirit  and  intention  of 
the  laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  is  a dangerous 
power  in  the  hands  of  parochial  officers,  a mifippli- 
cation  of  the  publick  money,  and  a great  encou- 
ragement to  idlenefs  and  intemperance : that  the 
employment  of  the  poor,  under  proper  diredtion  and 
management,  in  fuch  works  and  manufaflures  as 
are  fuited  to  their  refpedlive  capacities,  would  be  oE 
great  utility  to  the  publick : that  fettling  the  poor  in 
workhoufes,  to  be  provided  in  the  feveral  counties 
and  ridings  in  England  and  Wales,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  management  of  Governoiirs  and  Truftees  to 
be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  would  be  the  moft 
effectual  method  of  relieving  fuch  poor  perfons,  as, 
by  age,  infirmities,  or  difeafes,  are  rendered  inca- 
pable of  fupporting  themfelves  by  their  labour ; of 
employing  the  able  and  induftrious,  reforming  the 
idle  and  profligate,  and  of  educating  poor  children 
in  religion  and  induflry : that  the  poor  in  fuch  work- 
houfes  would  be  better  regulated  and  maintained, 
and  managed  v/ith  miore  advantage  to  the  publick, 
by  Guardians,  Governours,  or  Truflees,  to  be  fpeci- 
ally  appointed,  or  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  and  in- 
corporated 


462  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  corporated  with  fuch  powers,  and  under  fuch  re- 
III.  as  the  Legiflatiire  Ihould  deem  proper, 

than  by  the  annual  parochial  officers : that  erecting 
workhoufes  upon  waftc  lands,  and  appropriating  a 
certain  quantity  of  fuch  lands  to  be  cultivated,  in 
order  to  produce  provifion  for  the  poor  in  the  faid 
houfes,  would  not  only  be  a means  of  inftrufting  and 
employing  many  of  the  faid  poor  in  agriculture,  but 
leffen  the  expence  of  the  publick  : that  controverfies 
and  law-fuits  concerning  the  fettlements  of  poor  per- 
fous  occafioned  a very  great,  and,  in  general,  an 
ufelefs  expence  to  the  publick,  amounting  to  many 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum ; and  that  often  more 
money  is  expended  in  afcertaining  fuch  fettlements, 
by  each  of  the  contending  pariffies,  than  would  be 
fufficient  to  maintain  the  paupers : that  Ihould 
workhoufes  be  eflablifhed  for  the  general  reception 
of  the  poor,  in  the  refpedlive  counties  and  ridings  of 
England,  the  laws  relating  to  the  fettlements  of 
the  poor,  and  the  paffing  of  vagrants,  might  be  re- 
pealed : that  while  the  prefent  laws  relating  to  the 
poor  fubfift,  the  compelling  pariffi-officers  to  grant 
certificates  to  the  poor  would,  in  all  probability, 
prevent  the  hardfhips  they  now  fuffer,  in  being  de- 
barred gaining  their  livelihood,  where  they  can  do  it 
mofl  ufefully  to  themfelves  and  the  publick.  From 
thefe  fenfible  refolutions,  the  reader  may  conceive 
fome  idea  of  the  mifcondudt  that  attends  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  poor  in  England,  as  well  as  of  the 
grievous  burthens  entailed  upon  the  people  by  the 
prefent  laws  which  conftitute  this  branch  of  Legif- 
lature.  The  committee’s  refolves  being  read  at  the 
table,  an  order  was  made  that  they  ffiould  be  taken 
into  confideration  on  a certain  day,  when  the  order 
was  again  put  off,  and  in  the  interim  the  Parliament 
was  prorogued.  While  the  committee  deliberated 
upon  this  affair,  leave  was  given  to  prepare  a bill 
for  preventing  tenants  under  a certain  yearly  rent 
from  gaining  fettlements  in  any  particular  parifh,  by 
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being  there  rated  in  any  land-tax  aflTeflrnent, 
paying  for  the  landlord  the  money  fo  charged.  This 
order  was  afterwards  difcharged;  and  another  bill  1759. 
brought  in,  to  prevent  any  perlbn  from  gaining  a 
fettlement,  by  being  rated  by  virtue  of  an  a61:  of 
Parliament  for  granting  any  aid  to  his  Majefty  by 
a land-tax,  and  paying  the  fame.  The  bill  was 
accordingly  prefented,  read,  committed,  and  pafied 
the  Lower  Houfe ; but  among  the  Lords  it  mif- 
carried.  It  can  never  be  expe6led  that  the  poor 
will  be  managed  with  cEconomy  and  integrity,  while 
the  execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  their  mainte- 
nance is  left  in  the  hands  of  low  tradefmen,  who 
derive  private  advantage  from  fiipplying  them  with 
necelfaries,  and  often  favour  the  impofition  of  one 
another  with  the  mod  fcandalous  collufion.  This  k 
an  evil  which  wnll  never  be  remedied,  until  perfons 
of  independent  fortune,  and  unblemifhed  integrity, 
adtuated  by  a fpirit  of  true  patriotifm,  lhall  refeue 
their  fellow-citizens  from  the  power  of  fuch  in- 
terefted  mifereants,  by  taking  the  poor  into  their 
own  management  and  prote61:ion.  Inftead  of  mul- 
tiplying laws  with  refpedl  to  the  fettlement  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  poor,  which  ferve  only  to  puzzle 
and  perplex  the  parifli  and  peace  officers,  it  would 
become  the  fagacity  of  the  Legiflature  to  take  fome 
effectual  precautions  to  prevent  the  increafe  of  pau- 
pers and  vagrants,  which  is  become  an  intolerable 
nuifance  to  the  commonwealth.  Towards  this  falu- 
tary  end,  furely  nothing  would  more  contribute  than 
a reformation  of  the  police,  that  would  aboliffi  thofe 
infamous  places  of  entertainment,  which  fwarm  in 
every  corner  of  the  metropolis,  feducing  people  of 
^11  ranks  to  extravagance,  profligacy,  and  ruin;  that 
would  reftria  within  due  bounds  the  number  of 
publick-houfes,  which  are  augmented  to  an  enor- 
mous degree,  affording  fo  many  afylums  for  riot  and 
debauchery,  and  corrupting  the  morals  of  the  com- 
mon people  to  fuch  a pitch  of  licentious  indecency, 

3 as 


/ji  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

B o o K as  muft  be  a reproach  to  every  civilifed  nation.  Let 
^ . it  not  be  affirmed,  to  the  difgrace  of  Great- Britain, 

J755.  that  fuch  receptacles  of  vice  and  impunity  fubfift 
under  the  connivance  of  the  government,  according 
to  the  narrow  views  and  confined  fpeculation  of  thofe 
Ihallow  politicians,  who  imagine  that  the  revenue 
is  increafed  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  ftrong 
liquors  confumed  in  fuch  infamous  recefles  of  in- 
temperance. Were  this  in  reality  the  cafe,  that 
adminiftration  would  deferve  to  be  branded  with 
eternal  infamy,  which  could  facrifice  to  fuch  a bafe 
confideratioA  the  health,  the  lives,  and  the  morals 
of  their  fellow  creatures  : but  nothing  can  be  more 
fallacious  than  the  fuppofition,  that  the  revenue  of 
any  government  can  be  increafed  by  the  augmented 
intemperance  of  the  people ; for  intemperance  is  the 
bane  of  induflry,  as  well  as  of  population;  and 
what  the  Government  gains  in  the  articles  of  the 
duty  on  malt,  and  the  excife  upon  liquors,  will 
always  be  greatly  over-balanced  by  the  lofs  in  other 
articles,  arifing  from  the  diminution  of  hands,  and 
the  negledl  of  labour. 

§ XXV.  Excliifive  of  the  bills  that  were  actually 
prepared,  though  they  did  not  pafs  in  the  courfe  of 
this  felfion,  the  Commons  deliberated  on  other  im- 
portant fubjedts,  which,  however,  were  not  finally 
difeufifed.  In  the  beginning  of  the  felfion,  a com- 
mittee being  appointed  to  relume  the  enquiry  touch- 
ing the  regulation  of  weights  and  meafures,  a fub- 
jedl  we  have  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of  the  pre- 
ceding felfion,  the  box  which  contained  a Troy 
pound  weight,  locked  up  by  order  of  the  Houfe, 
was  again  produced  by  the  clerk  in  whofe  cuftody  it 
had  been  depofited.  This  affair  being  carefully  invef- 
tigated,  the  committee  agreed  to  fouiteen  refolutions*. 

’ In 

/ 

/ 

• As  the  curlofity  of  the  reader  may  be  interefted  in  thefe  refolu* 
tions,  we  /hall  here  infert  them  for  his  fatisfadlion.  The  committee 
relblved,  that  the  ell  ought  to  contain  one  yard  and  one  quarter,  ac- 

curclmi; 
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In  the  mean  time  it  was  ordered,  that  all  the  weights,  CHAP, 
referred  to  in  the  report,  fliould  be  delivered  to  the  ^ 
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cording  to  the  yard  mentioned  In  the  third  refolutlon  of  the  former 
committee  upon  the  fubjeft  of  weights  and  meafures  : that  the  pole,  or 
perch,  fliould  contain  in  length  five  Inch  yards  and  a half;  the  fur- 
Jong  two  hundred  and  twenty  ; and  the  mile  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty:  that  the  fupeificial  perch  fliould  contain  thirty 
Iquare  yards  and  a quarter  : the  rood  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
ten  ; and  the  acre  four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  : that,  ac- 
cording to  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  refolutions  of  the  former 
committee,  upon  the  fiibjeft  of  weights  and  meafures,  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe  on  the  fecond  day  of  June  in  the  preceding  year,  the  quart 
ought  to  contain  feventy  cubical  inches  and  one  half ; the  pint 
thirty-five  and  one  quarter;  the  peck  five  hundred  and  fixty  four  5 
and  the  bufliel  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- fix.  That  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  pound,  mentioned  in  the  eighth  refolution  of  the 
former  committee,  examined  and  adjufted  in  prefence  of  this  com- 
mittee, viz.  the  half  pound  or  fix  ounces,  quarter  of  a pound  or  three 
ounces,  two  ounces,  one  ounce,  two  half  ounces,  the  five-penny 
weight,  three-penny  weight,  two  penny  weight,  and  one- penny 
weight,  the  twelve  grains,  fix  grains,  three  grains,  two  grains,  and 
two  of  one  grain  each,  ought  to  be  the  models  of  the  feveral  parts  of 
the  faid  pound,  and  to  be  ufed  for  fizing  or  adjufting  weights  for 
the  future.  That  all  weights  exceeding  a pound  fliould  be  of  brafs, 
copper,  bell-metal,  or  calf-iron  ; and  all  thofe  of  calf-iron  fliould 
be  made  in  the  form,  and  with  a handle  of  hammered  iiou,  fuch  as 
the  pattern  herewitli  produced,  having  the  mark  of  the  weight  call 
in  the  iron  ; and  all  weights  of  a pound,  or  under,  fliould  be  of 
gold,  filver,  brafs,  copper,  or  bell-metal.  That  all  weights  of 
calf-iron  fliould  have  the  initial  letters  of  the  name  of  the  maker  upon 
the  upper  bar  of  the  handle  ; and  all  other  weights  fliould  have  the 
fame,  together  with  the  mark  of  the  weight,  according  to  this 
ifandard,  upon  foine  convenient  part  thereof.  That  the  yard,  men- 
tioned in  the  fecond  refolution  of  the  former  committee,  upon  the 
fubjea  of  weights  and  meafures,  agreed  to  by  the  Houie  in  the  lall 
feflion,  being  the  Ifandard  of  length,  and  the  pound,  mentioned  in 
the  eighth  refolution,  being  the  ftandard  of  weight,  ought  to  be  de- 
pofited  in  the  court  of  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  and  there  fafely 
kept  under  the  feals  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  laid  Exchequer,  and 
of  the  chief  Baron,  and  the  feal  of  office  of  the  Chamberlain  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  not  to  be  opened  but  by  the  order  and  in  the  pre- 
fence of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  chief  Baron  for  the 
time  being.  That  the  inolf  efFc6fual  means  to  alcertain  uniformity 
in  meafures  of  length  and  weight,  to  be  ufed  throughout  the  realm, 
would  be  to  appoint  certain  perfons  at  one  particular  office,  with 
clerks  and  workmen  under  them,  for  the  purpofe  only  of  fizing  and 
adjulting,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fubjects,  all  meafures  of  length,  and  all 
weights,  being  parts,  multiples,  or  certain  proportions  of  the 
Itandards  to  be  tiled  for  the  future.  That  a model  or  pattern  of  the 
laid  Ifandard  yard,  mentioned  in  the  fecond  refolution  of  the  former 
committee,  and  now  in  the  cuftody  of  the  clerk  of  the  Houfe,  and  a 
model  or  pattern  of  the  standard  pound,  mentioned  in  the  eighth  re- 
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BOOK  clerk  of  the  Houfe  to  be  locked  up,  and  brought 
forth  again  occafionally. 

§ XXVI.  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  among  other 
articles  of  domeflic  oeconomy,  bellowed  fome  at- 
tention' on  the  TIofpital  for  Foundlings,  which  was 
now,  more  than  ever,  become  a matter  of  national 
confideration.  The  accounts  relating  to  this  charity 
having  been  demanded,  and  fubjedled  to  the  infpec- 


folution  of  that  committee,  together  with  models  or  patterns  of  the 
parts  of  the  lai<i  pound,  now  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  alfo  of  the 
multiples  of  the  faid  pound,  mentioned  in  this  report  (when  the 
fame  are  adjuited)  fliould  be  kept  in  the  faid  office,  in  ciiftody  of  the 
faid  perfons  to  be  appointed  for  fizing  weights  and  meafures,  under 
the  feal  of  the  chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  time  being  j to 
be  opened  only  by  order  of  the  faid  chief  Baron,  in  his  prefence,  or 
the  prefence  of  one  of  tlie  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  faid  perlons,  for  the  purpofe  of  correfting  and  adjulbng, 
as  occalion  thould  require,  the  patterns  or  models  ufed  at  the  faid 
office,  for  (izing  meafures  of  length  and  weight,  delivered  out  to 
the  fubjetfs.  That  models  or  patterns  of  the  faid  ftandard  yard  and 
ftandard  pound  aforefaid,  and  alfo  models  or  patterns  of  the  parts 
and  multiples  aforelaid  of  the  faid  pound,  ffiould  be  lodged  in  the 
• faid  office  for  the  fizing  of  fuch  meafures  of  length  or  weight,  as, 
being  parts,  multiples,  'or  proportions  of  the  faid  fiandards,  Ihould 
hereafter  be  lequired  by  any  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts.  That  all 
meafures  of  length  and  weight,  fized  at  the  faid  office,  fhould  be 
marked  in  fome  convenient  part  thereof  with  fuch  marks  as  (hould 
be  thought  expedient,  to  fiiow  the  identity  of  the  meafures  and 
weights  lized  at  the  faid  office,  and  to  difcover  any  frauds  that  may 
be  committed  therein.  That  the  faid  office  ffiould  be  kept  within  a 
convenient  diftance  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  at  Weftminfierj  and 
that  all  meafures  of  length  and  weight,  within  a certain  diftance  of 
London,  fiiould  be  corrected  and  re-a(Iized,  as  occafion  ffiould  require, 
at  the  laid  office.  That,  in  order  to  enforce  the  uniloimity  in 
weights  and  meafures  to  be  ufed  for  the  future,  all  perfons  appointed 
by  tile  crown  to  aft  as  juftices  of  the  peace  in  any  county,  city,  ot 
town  corporate,  being  refpeftively  counties  within  themlelves, 
throughout  the  realm,  ffiould  be  empowered  to  hear  and  determine, 
and  put  the  law  in  execution,  in  relpeft  to  weights  and  meafures 
only,  without  any  of  them  being  obliged  to  fue-out  a dedimus,  or  to 
aft  in  any  other  matter;  and  the  faid  commiffioners  ffiould  beempowered 
to  lue,  impnfon,  inflift,  or  mitigate  fuch  penalties  as  fliould  be 
thought  proper  ; and  have  fuch  other  authorities  as  lliould  he  necef- 
I’ary  lor  compelling  the  uCe  of  weights  and  meafures,  agreeably  to 
the  alorefitid  ftandards.  That  models  or  patterns  of  the  laid  ftand- 
ard y.ird  and  pound,  and  of  the  parts  and  multiples  thereof,  before 
nienrioned,  (hould  be  diftributed  in  each  county,  in  fuch  a manner 
as  to  be  readily  ufed  for  evidence  in  all  cAles  where  meafiues  and 
weights  Ihould  be  quelfioned  before  the  laid  commillloners,  and  for 
aJjufting  the  I'airte  in  a proper  manner. 
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tlon  of  the  members,  were,  together  with  the  King’s  chap. 
recommendation,  referred  to  the  committee  of  fup-  ^ ^ 

ply,  where  they  produced  the  refolutions  which  we  '"*1759. 
have  already  fpecihed  among  the  other  grants  of  the 
year.  The  Houfe  afterwards  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee,  to  deliberate  on  the  Rate  of  the  hofpital, 
and  examine  its  accounts.  On  the  third  day  of  May  • 
their  refolutions  were  reported  to  the  following  effecl: 

That  the  appointing,  by  the  Governours  and 
Guardians  of  the  faid  hofpital,  places  in  the  feveral 
counties,  ridings,  or  divifions  in  this  kingdom,  for 
the  tirft  reception  of  expofed  and  deferted  young 
children,  would  be  attended  with  many  evil  confe- 
quences  ; and  that  the  conveying  of  children  from 
the  country  to  the  faid  hofpital  is  attended  with  many 
evil  confequences,  and  ought  to  be  prevented.  A 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  founded  upon 
this  laft  refolution ; but  never  prcfented,  therefore 
the  enquiry  produced  no  effedl.  Notwithftanding 
the  inftitution  of  this  charity,  for  the  fupport  of 
which  great  fums  are  yearly  levied  on  the  publick, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  bills  of  mortality,  refpeft- 
ing  new-born  children,  are  decreafed,  nor  theihock- 
ing  crime  of  infant- murder  rendered  lefs  frequent 
than  heretofore.  It  may,  therefore,  be  not  impro- 
perly ftiled  a heavy  additional  tax  for  the  propagation 
of  baftardy,  and  the  encouragement  of  idlenefs, 
among  the  common  people ; befides  the  tendency  it 
has  to  extinguilh  the  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  dif- 
folve  tlaofe  family  ties  of  blood  by  which  the  chari- 
ties are  conne6led. 

^ § XXVI 1.  In  the  month  of  March  leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  a bill  for  the  more  effeclual  pre- 
venting of  the  melting  down  and  exporting  the  gold 
and  filver  coin  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  persons 
were  nominated  to  prepare  it ; but  the  bill  never  ap- 
peared, and  no  further  enquiry  was  made  about  the 
matter.  . Perhaps  it  was  fuppoled  that  fuch  a mcafure 
might  be  thought  an  encroachment  on  the  preroga- 
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BOOK  tive  of  the  Crov/n,  which  hath  alv/ays  exerciled  thi* 

•L  of  fixing  the  ftandard  and  regulating  the 

'i759.  currency  of  the  coin.  Perhaps  fuch  a ftep  was  de- 
ferred on  account  of  the  w'ar,  during  which  a great 
quantity  of  gold  and  filver  was  neceflarily  exported 
to  the  continent,  for  the  fupport  of  the  allies  and 
armies  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain.  The  Legifla- 
ture,  however,  would  do  well  to  confider  this  eter- 
nal maxim  in  computation,  that  when  a greater 
quantity  of  bullion  is  exported,  in  wafle,  than  can 
be  replaced  by  commerce,  the  nation  muft  be  haft- 
ening  to  a (late  of  infolvency.  Over  and  above  thefe 
proceedings  in  this  feflion  of  Parliament,  it  may  not 
be  unnecelTary  to  mention  fever al  mefifages  which 
were  lent  by  the  King  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
That  relating  to  the  vote  of  credit  we  have  already 
fpecified  in  our  account  of  the  fupply.  On  the 
twenty-fixth  day  of  April  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  prefented  to  the  Houfe  two  melTages, 
figned  by  his  Majefty,  one  in  favour  of  his  fubjeds 
in  North- America,  and  the  other  in  behalf  of  the 
Eaft-India  company : the  former  recommending  to 
their  confideration  the  zeal  and  vigour  with  which 
his  faithful  fubjedls  in  North-America  had  exerted 
themfelves,  in  defence  of  his  juft  rights  and  pof- 
fefiions ; defiring  he  might  be  enableci  to  give  them 
a proper  compenfation  for  the  expences  incurred  by 
the  relpedlive  provinces  in  levying,  clothing,  and 
paying  the  troops  raifed  in  that  country,  according 
as  the  adive  vigour  and  ftrenuous  efforts  of  the  fe- 
veral  colonies  fhould  appear  to  merit : in  the  latter, 
he  defired  the  Houfe  would  empower  him  to  affift 
the  Eaft-India  company  in  defraying  the  expence  of 
a military  force  in  the  Eaft-Indies  to  be  maintained 
by  them,  in  lieu  of  a battalion  of  regular  troops 
withdrawn  from  thence,  and  returned  to  Ireland. 
Both  thefe  meftages  were  referred  to  the  committee 
of  fupply,  and  produced  the  refolutions  upon  each 
fubjed  which  we  have  already  explained.  The  mef- 


GEORGE  II.  469 

fage  relating  to  a projedled  invafion  by  the  enemies  c hap. 
of  Great-Britain  we  fliall  particularife  in  its  proper 
place,  when  we  come  to  record  the  circumftances'"^;^^ 
and  mifcarriage  of  that  defign.  In  the  mean  time,  ‘ ^ 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  the  thanks 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  voted  and  given  to 
Admiral  Bofcawen  and  Major-General  Amherll:,  for 
the  fervices  they  had  done  their  King  and  country 
in  North  Arnerica;  and  the  fame  compliment  was, 
paid  to  Admiral  Oiborne,  for  the  fuccefs  of  his 
cruifc  in  the  Mediterranean. 

§ XXVIII.  The  fedion  was  clofed  on  the  fecond 
day  of  June  with  a fpeech  to  both  houfes,  from  the 
commiffioners  appointed  by  his  Majefty  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  In  this  harangue  the  Parliament  was  given 
to  underftand,  that  the  King  approved  of  tlieir  con- 
duft,  and  returned  them  his  thanks  for  their  conde- 
fcenfion  3 that  the  hopes  he  had  conceived  of  their 
furmounting  the  difficulties  which  lay  in  the  wav 
were  founded  on  the  wifdom,  zeal,  and  affeftion  of 
fo  good  a Parliament,  and  that  his  expedations 
were  fully  anfwered  j that  they  had  confidered  the 
war  in  all  its  parts,  and  notwithflanding  its  long 
continuance,  through  the  obftinacy  of  the  enemy, 
had  made  fuch  provifion  for  the  many  different  ope- 
rations as  ought  to  convince  the  adverfaries  of  Great- 
Britain,  that  it  would  be  for  their  intereft,  as  well 
as  for  the  eafe  and  relief  of  all  Europe,  to  embrace 
equitable  and  honourable  terms  of  accommodation. 

They  were  told  that,  by  their  affiftance,  the  com- 
bined army  in  Germany  had  been  completed;  power- 
ful fquadrons,  as  well  as  numerous  bodies  of  land- 
forces,  were  employed  in  America,  in  order  to 
maintain  the  Britiffi  rights  and  poffeffions,  and  annoy 
the  enemy  in  the  moft  fenfible  manner  in  that  coun- 
try : that,^  as  France  was  making  confiderable  pre- 
parations in  her  different  ports,  he  had  taken  care  to 
put  his  fleet  at  home  in  the  bell  condition,  both  of 
Rrength  and  fituation,  to  guard  againft  and  repel 
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any  'attempts  that  might  be  meditated  againfl  his 
kingdoms : that  all  his  meafiires  had  been  direfted 
to  aflert  the  honour  of  his  crown ; to  preferve 
the  eflential  interefts  of  his  faithful  fubjedls ; to  fup- 
port  the  caufe  of  the  Proteflant  religion,  and  pub- 
lick  liberty  : he,  • therefore,  trufted  that  the  upright- 
nefs  of  his  intentions  would  draw  down  the  bleffing 
of  Heaven  upon  his  endeavours.  He  expreffed  his 
hope,  that  the  precautions  they  had  taken  to  pre- 
vent and  correct  the  excefles  of  the  privateers  would 
produce  the  defired  effedl : a confideration  which  the 
King  had  much  at  heart ; for,  though  fenfible  of 
the  utility  of  that  fervice,  v/hen  under  proper  regu- 
lations, he  was  determined  to  do  his  utmoft  to  pre- 
vent any  injuries  or  hardhiips  which  might  be  fuf- 
tained  by  the  fubjects  of  neutral  powers,  as  far  as 
might  be  prafticable  and  confident  with  his  Ma- 
jedy’s  jud  right  to  hinder  the  trade  of  his  enemies 
from  being  collufvely  and  fraudulently  covered. 
He  not  only  thanked  the  Commons,  but  applauded 
the  f rmnefs  and  vigour  with  which  they  had  aded, 
as  well  as  their  prudence  in  judging,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  prefent  burthens,  the  making  ample 
provifion  for  carrying  on  the  war  was  the  mod  pro- 
bable means  to  bring  it  to  an  honourable  and  happy 
conclufion.  He  alTured  them  that  no  attention 
fnould  be  wanting,  on  his  part,  for  the  faithful  ap- 
plication  of  what  had  been  granted.  They  were  in- 
formied  he  had  nothing  further  to  defre,  but  that 
they  would  carry  down  the  fame  good  difpofitions, 
and  propagate  them  in  their  feveral  counties,  which 
they  had  Ihown  in  their  proceedings  during  the  feffion. 
Thefe  declarations  being  pronounced,  the  Parlia- 
ment was  prorcgt;ed. 

§ XXIX.  The  people  of  England,  provoked  on 
one  hand  by  the  intrigues,  the  hodiiitie.s,  -and  m.e- 
naces  of  France,  and  animated  on  the  other  by  the 
pride  of  triumph  and  fuccefs,  v/hich  never  fails  to 
reconcile  them  to  difficulties,  howfoever  great,  and 
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cxpencc,  however  enormous,  at  this  period  breathed  c h a p. 
nothing  but  war,  and  difcourfed  about  nothing  but ^ 
new  plans  of  conquefl.  We  have  feen  how  liberally 
the  Parliament  bellowed  the  nation’s  money;  and 
the  acquiefcence  of  the  fubjedls  in  general  under  the 
additional  burthens  which  had  been  impofed,  ap- 
peared in  the  remarkable  eagernefs  with  which  they 
embarked  in  the  fubfcription  planned  by  the  Legif- 
lature ; in  the  vigorous  affillance  they  contributed 
tow'ards  manning  the  navy,'  recruiting  the  army, 
and  levying  additional  forces  ; and  the  warlike  fpirit 
which  began  to  dilFufe  itfelf  through  all  ranks  of  the 
people.  This  was  a Ipirit  which  the  minillry  care- 
fully cherifhed  and  cultivated,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
war,  which,  it  mull  be  owned,  was  profecuted  with 
an  ardour  and  efficacy  peculiar  to  the  prefent  admi- 
nillration.  True  it  is,  the  German  war  had  been 
for  fome  time  adopted  as  an  objed  of  importance 
, by  the  Britiffi  councils,  and  a refolution  was  taken 
to  maintain  it  without  flinching ; at  the  fame  time, 
it  mull  be  allowed,  that  this  confideration  had  not 
hitherto  weakened  the  attention  of  the  minillry  to 
the  operations  in  America,  where  alone  the  war 
may  be  laid  to  have  been  carried  on  and  profecuted 
on  Britiffi  principles,  fo  as  to  dillrefs  the  enemy  in 
their  moll  tender  part,  and  at  the  fame  time  acquire 
the  moft  fubllantial  advantages  to  the  fubjeds  of 
Britain.  For  theie  two  purpofes,  every  preparation 
was  made  that  fagacity  could  fiiggeft,  or  vigour  exe- 
cute. The  navy  was  repaired  and  augmented,  and 
in  order  to  man  the  dilferent  fquadrons,  the  expe- 
dient of  preffing,  that  difgrace  to  a Britiffi  admini- 
llration,  ^"was  pradifed  both  by  land  and  water  with 
extraordinary  rigour  and  vivacity.  A proclamation 
was  ilffied,  offering  a conliderable  bounty  for  every 
feaman  and  even  landman  that  ffiould,  by  a certain 
day,  enter  voluntarily  into  the  fervice.  As  an  addi- 
tional encouragement  to  this  clafs  of  people,  the 
King  promifed  his  pardon  to  all  feameu  who  had 
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BOOK  deferted  from  the  refpedlive  ihips  to  which  they  be- 
ill*  longed,  provided  they  Ihoiild  return  to  their  dntv 
'by  the  third  day  of  July;  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
declared,  that  thofe  who  fliould  negled  this  oppor- 
tunity, at  a time  when  their  country  fo  much  re- 
quired their  fervice,  would,  upon  being  appre- 
hended, incur  the  penalty  of  a court-martial,  and, 
if  convidted,  be  deemed  unfit  objects  of  the  royal 
mercy.  All  Juflices  of  the  Peace,  Mayors,  and 
Magiftrates  of  corporations  throughout  Great-Bri- 
tain  were  comiTianded  to  make  particular  fearch  for 
flraggling  feamen  fit  for  the  fervice,  and  to_  fend  all 
that  Ihould  be  found  to  the  nearefl  fea-port,  that 
they  might  be  fent  on  board  by  the  fea-officer  there 
commanding.  Other  methods  more  gentle  and  ef- 
fedlual  were  taken  to  levy  and  recruit  the  land- 
forces.  New  regiments  were  raifed,  on  his  Majefty’s 
promife,  that  every  man  fliould  be  entitled  to  his 
difcharge  at  the  end  of  three  years,  and  the  pre- 
miums for  inlifting  were  increafed.  Over  and  above 
thefe  indulgences,  confiderable  bounties  were  offered 
and  given  by  cities,  towns,  corporations,  and  even' 
by  individuals,  fo  imiverfally  were  the  people  pof- 
feffed  with  a fpirit  of  chivalry  and  adventure.  The 
example  was  let  by  the  metropolis,  'where  the  Com- 
mon-Council refolved  that  voluntary  fubfcriptions 
ihould  be  received  in  the  chamber  of  London,  to  be 
appropriated  as  bounty- money  to  fuch  perfons  as 
fhould  engage  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice.  The  city 
fubfci  ibed  a confiderable  fum  for  that  purpofe ; and 
a committee  of  Aldermen  and  Commoners  was 
appointed  to  attend  at  Guildhall,  to  receive  and 
apply  the  fubfcriptions.  As  a further  encourage- 
ment to  voluntiers,  they  moreover  refolved,  that 
every  perfon  fo  entering  fliould  be  entitled  to  the 
freedom  of  the  city,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years, 
or  fooner,  if  the  war  fliould  be  brought  to  a con- 
clufion.  Thefe  refolutions  being  communicated  to 
the  King,  he  was  pleafed  to  flgnify  his  approbation, 
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and  return  his  thanks  to  the  city,  in  a letter  from  c H A P. 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Lord-Mayor.  Large 
lums  were  immediately  fubfcribed  by  different  com- 
panies, and  fome  private  perfons ; and,  in  imitation 
of  the  capital,  bounties  were  offered  by  many  dif- 
ferent communities  in  every  quarter  of  the  united 
kingdom.  At  the  fame  time,  fuch  care  and  dili- 
gence were  ufed  in  difciplining  the  militia,  that,  be- 
fore the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  greater  part  of  thole 
truely  conflitutional  battalions  rivalled  the  regular 
troops  in  the  perfection  of  their  exercife,  and  feemed 
to  be  in  ail  refpefts  as  fit  for  adtual  fervice. 

§ XXX.  Before  we  proceed  to  record  the  tranf- 
aclions  of  the  campaign  that  fucceeded  thefe  prepa- 
rations, we  fliall  take  notice  of  fome  domeftick 
events,  which,  though  not  very  important  in  them- 
felves,  may  neverthelefs  claim  a place  in  the  Hiftoiy 
of  England.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  court 
of  London  was  overwhelmed  with  afflidion  at  the 
death  of  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Orange  and  Naffau, 
Gouvernante  of  the  United  Provinces  in  the  mino- 
rity of  her  fon,  the  prefent  Stadtholder.  She  was 
the  eldefl  daughter  of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  pof- 
felfed  of  many  perfonal  accompliflmients  and  ex- 
emplary virtues ; pious,  moderate,  fenfible,  and  cir- 
cumfped.  ^ She  had  exercifed  her  authority  with 
equal  fagacity  and  refolution,  refpeded  even  by  thofe 
who  were  no  friends  to  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  and 
died  with  great  fortitude  and  refignation  In  her 

will 

delivered  a key  to  one  of  her 
attendan  s,  direaing  him  to  fetch  two  papers,  which  file  figned  with 

hei  own  hand.  One  was  a contraa  of  marriage  between  her  dau^h 

Nf-Y^ilburg;  the^  other  wL  a lettef  to 
the  States-Gencra],  befeeching  them  to  conlent  to  this  marriap-e  and 

f.g-.d  and  real!d.  d-.e  ^nT^f 
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BOOK  will  fhe  appointed  the  King  her  father,  and  the 
in.  Princefs  Dowager  of  Orange,  her  mother-in-law, 
^c>norary  tutors,  and  Prince  Louis  of  Brunfwick 
acting  tutor  to  her  children.  In  the  morning  after 
her  deceafe,  the  States-General  and  the  States  of 
Holland  were  extraordinarily  alfembled,  and  having 
received  notice  of  this  event,  proceeded  to  confirm 
the  regulations  which  had  been  made  for  the  mino- 
rity of  the  Stadtholder.  Prince  Louis  of  Brunfwick 
was  invited  to  affifl:  in  the  affembly  of  Holland,  where 
he  took  the  oaths,  as  reprefenting  the  Captain-Ge- 
neral of  the  Union.  Then  he  communicated  to  the 
affembly  the  act  by  which  the  Princefs  had  ap- 
pointed him  guardian  of  her  children.  He  was 
afterwards  invited  to  the  affembly  of  the  States- 
General,  who  agreed  to  the  refolution  of  Holland 
with  refpeft  to  his  guardianfliip  ; and  in  the  even- 
ing, the  different  colleges  of  the  government  fent 
formal  deputations  to  the  young  Stadtholder,  and 
the  Princefs  Caroline,  his  fifler,  in  whofe  names  and 
prefence  they  were  received,  and  anfwered  by  their 
' guardian  and  reprefentative.  A formal  intimation 
of  the  death  of  the  Princefs  w^as  communicated  to 
the  King  her  father,  in  a pathetick  letter,  by  the 
States-General  ; who  condoled  v/ith  him  on  the  irre- 
parable lofs  which  he  as  w^eil  as  they  had  fuflained 
by  this  melancholy  event,  ‘and  affured  him  they 
v/ould  employ  all  their  care  and  attention  in  fecuring 
and  defending  the  rights  and  interefls  of  the  young 
Stadtholder,  and  the  Princefs  his  fifter,  whom  they 
confidered  as  the  children  of  the  Republick.  The 
royal  family  of  England  fuffered  another  difafler  in 
the  courfe  of  this  year,  by  the  deceafe  of  the  Prin- 
cefs Elizabeth-Caroline,  fecond  daughter  of  his  late 
Royal  Highnefs  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales,  a lady 
of  the  moil  amiable  charadter,  who  died  at  Kew  in 
the  month  of  September,  before  fhe  had  attained 
the  eighteenth  year  of  her  age. 
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§ XXXI.  Certain  privateers  continuing  their  ex-  C p. 
cefles  at  Tea,  and  rifling  neutral  Ihips  without  dif- 
tin6lion  or  authority,  the  Government  refolved  to  1759. 
vindicate  the  honour  of  the  nation,  by  making  ex- 
amples of  thofe  pirates,  v^ho,  as  faft  as  they  could 
be  detected  and  fecured,  were  brought  to  trial,  and 
upon  conviction  facrificed  to  juftice.  While  thefe 
fteps  were  taken  to  refcue  the  nation  from  the  re- 
proach of  violence  and  rapacity,  which  her  neigh- 
bours had  urged  with  fuch  eagernefs,  equal  fpirit 
was  exerted  in  convincing  neutral  powers  that  they 
fhould  not,  with  impunity,  contravene  the  law  of 
nations,  in  favouring  the  enemies  of  Great-Britain. 

A great  number  of  caufes  were  tried  relating  to  dif- 
puted  captures,  and  many  Dutch  velTels,  with  their 
cargoes,  were  condemned  after  a fair  hearing,  not- 
withftanding  the  loud  clamours  of  that  people,  and 
the  repeated  remonftrances  of  the  States-General. 

§ XXXII.  The  reputation  of  the  Englifh  was  not 
fo  much  afFedled  by  the  irregularities  of  her  priva- 
teers, armed  for  rapine,  as  by  the  negledt  of  inter- 
nal police,  and  an  ingredient  of  favage  ferocity 
mingled  in  the  national  charadter;  an  ingredient 
that  appeared  but  too  confpicuous  in  the  particu- 
lars of  feveral  fhocking  murders  brought  to  light 
about  this  period. — One  Halfey,  who  commanded 
a merchant-fliip  in  the  voyage  from  Jamaica  to  Eng- 
land, having  conceived  fome  perfonal  diflike  to  a 
poor  failor,  infulted  him  with  fuch  abufe,  expofed 
him  to  fuch  hardfliips,  and  punifhed  him  with  fuch 
wantonnefs  of  barbarity,  that  the  poor  wretch  leaped 
overboard  in  defpair.  His  inhuman  tyrant  envying 
him  that  death,  which  would  have  refcued  a mife- 
rable  obje61:  from  his  brutality,  plunged  into  the  fea 
after  him,  and  brought  him  on  board,  declaring  he 
fhould  not  efcape  fo  while  there  were  any  torments 
left  to  inflicd.  Accordingly,  he  exercifed  his  tyranny 
upon  him  with  redoubled  rigour,  until  the  poor 
Cl  eature  expired,  in  confequence  of  the  inhuman 

treatment 
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Book  treatment  he  had  fuflained.  This  favagc  iTifBan 
III.  was  likewife  indi6ted  for  the  murder  of  another 
mariner,  but  being  convi6led  on  the  firR  trial,  the 
fecond  w^as  found  unnecelTary,  and  the  criminal  fuf- 
fered  death  according  to  the  law,  which  is  perhaps 
too  mild  to  malefaftors  convicted  of  fuch  aggra- 
* vated  cruelty. — Another  barbarous  murder  was  per- 
petrated in  the  country,  near  Birmingham,  upon  a 
iheriff’s  ofRcer,  by  the  fons  of  one  Darby,  whofe 
effefts  the  bailiff  had  feized,  on  a diflrefs  for  rent. 
I'he  two  young  affaffins,  encouraged  by  the  father, 
attacked  the  unhappy  wretch  with  clubs,  and  man- 
gled him  in  a terrible  manner,  fo  that  he  hardly 
retained  any  figns  of  life.  Not  contented  with  this 
cruel  execution,  they  ftripped  him  naked,  and  drag- 
ging him  out  of  the  houfe,  fcourged  him  with  a 
waggoner’s  whip,  until  the  fiefh  was  cut  from  his 
bones.  In  this  miferable  condition  he  was  found 
weltering  in  his  blood,  and  conveyed  to  a neigh- 
bouring houfe,  where  he  im.mediately  expired. 
The  three  barbarians  were  apprehended,  after  having 
made  a defperate  refiflance.  They  were  tried,  con- 
vidbed,  and  executed  : the  fons  were  hung  in  chains, 
and  the  body  of  the  father  diffedted. — The  widow 
of  a timber-merchant  at  Rotherhithe  being  cruelly 
murdered  in  her  own  houfe,  Mary  Edmonfon,  a 
young  woman,  her  niece,  ran  out  into  the  ftreet 
with  her  ov/n  arms  cut  acrofs,  and  gave  the  alarm, 
declaring  her  aunt  had  been  affaffinated  by  four  men, 
who  forced  their  way  into’  the  houfe,  and  that  fhe 
(the  niece)  had  received  thofe  wounds,  in  attempt- 
ing to  defend  her  relation.  According  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  that  appeared,  this  unnatural  wretch  had 
cut  the  throat  of  her  aunt  and  benefadlrefs  with  a 
cafe-knife,  then  dragged  the  body  from  the  wafh- 
houfe  to  the  parlour ; that  fhe  had  ftolen  a watch 
and  fome  filver  fpoons,  and  concealed  them,  toge- 
ther with  the  knife  and  her  own  apron,  which  was 
foaked  with  the  blood  of  her  parent.  After  having 
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a6led  this  horrid  tragedy,  the  bare  recital  of  which 
the  humane  reader  will  not  perufe  without  horror, 
die  put  on  another  apron,  and  wounded  her  own 
fledi,  the  better  to  conceal  her  guilt.  Notwith- 
Handing  thefe  precautions  die  was  fufpeded,  and 
committed  to  prifon.  Being  brought  to  trial,  dig 
was  convi6led  and  condemned  upon  circumftantial 
evidence,  and  finally  executed  on  Kennington-Com- 
mon,  though  die  denied  the  facH  to  the  lad  moment 
of  her  life.  At  the  place  of  execution  die  behaved 
with  great  compofure,  and,  after  having  fpent  fome 
minutes  in  devotion,  proteded  die  was  innocent  of 
the  crime  laid  to  her  charge.  What  feemed  to 
corroborate  this  protedation,  was  the  condition  and 
charafter  of  the  young  woman,  who  had  been  edu- 
cated in  a fphere  above  the  vulgar,  and  maintained 
a reputation  without  reproach  in  the  country,  where 
die  was  actually  betrothed  to  a clergyman.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  circumdances  that  appeared  againft 
Iier  almod  amounted  to  a certainty,  though  nothing 
weaker  than  proof  pofitive  ought  to  determine  a 
jury  in  capital  cafes  to  give  a verdi6l  againd  the 
perfon  accufed.  After  all,  this  is  one  of  tliofe  pro- 
blematick  events  which  elude  the  force  of  all  evi- 
dence, and  ferve  to  confound  the  pride  of  human 
reafon.' — -A  mifcreant,  whofe  name  was  Haines, 
having  efpoufed  the  daughter  of  a farmer  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glouceder,  who  pofTeffed  a fmall 
edate,  which  he  intended  to  divide  among  feven 
children,  was  fo  abandoned  as  to  form  the  defign 
of  poifoning  the  whole  family,  that  by  virtue  of  his 
wife  he  might  enjoy  the  whole  inheritance.  For 
the  execution  of  this  infernal  fcheme,  he  employed 
his  own  father  to  purchafe  a quantity  of  arfenick ; 
part  of  which  he  adminidered  to  three  of  the  chil- 
dren, who  were  immediately  feized  with  the  dread- 
ful fymptoms  produced  by  this  mineral,  and  the 
elded  expired.  He  afterwards  mixed  it  with  three 
apple-cakes,  which  he  bought  for  the  purpofe,  and 
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prefented  to  the  other  three  children,  who  under- 
went the  fame  violence  of  operation  which  had 
proved  fatal  to  the  eldeft  brother.  The  inftanta- 
neous  effefts  of  the  poifon  created  a fufpicion  of 
Haines,  who  being  examined,  the  whole  fcene  of 
villainy  flood  difclofed.  Neverthelefs,  the  villain 
found  means  to  efcape. — The  uncommon  fpirit  of 
affafTination  which  raged  at  this  period,  feemed  to 
communicate  itfelf  even  to  foreigners,  who  breathed 
Englifhair.  Five  French  prifoners,  confined  on  board 
the  King’s  flaip  the  Royal  Oak,  were  convidled  of 
having  murdered  one  Jean  de  Manaux,  their  coun- 
tryman and  fellow-prifoner,  in  revenge  for  his  having 
difcovered  that  they  had  forged  paiTes  to  facilitate 
their  efcape.  Exafperated  at  this  detection,  they 
feized  this  unfortunate  informer  in  the  place  of  their 
confinement,  gagged  his  mouth,  flripped  him  na- 
ked, tied  him  with  a flrong  cord  to  a ring  bolt, 
and  fcourged  his  body  with  the  moft  brutal  perfeve- 
ranee.  By  dint  of  flruggling  the  poor  wretch  dif- 
engaged  himfelf  from  the  cord  with  which  he  had 
been  tied  : then  they  finifhed  the  tragedy,  by  leap- 
ing and  ftamping  on  his  bread:,  till  the  chefl  was 
broke,  and  he  expired.  They  afterwards  fevered 
the  body  into  fmall  pieces,  and  thefe  they  conveyed 
at  different  times  into  the  fea,  through  the  funnel  of 
a convenience  to  which  they  had  accefs ; but  one  of 
the  other  prifoners  gave  information  of  the  murder, 
in  confequence  of  which  they  were  fecured,  brought 
to  trial,  condemned,  and  punilbed  with  death. — 
Nor  were  the  inftances  of  cruel  aflalTination  which 
prevailed  at  this  jundlure  confined  to  Great-Britain. 
At  the  latter  end  of  the  foregoing  year,  an  atrocious 
maffacre  was  perpetrated  by  two  Genoefe. mariners 
upon  the  mafter  and  crew  of  an  Englifh  vefiel, 
among  whom  they  were  enrolled.  Thefe  monfters 
of  cruelty  were  in  different  watches,  a circumftance 
that  favoured  the  execution  of  the  horrid  plan  they 

had  concerted.  Whem  one  of  them  retired  to  refl 

with 
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with  his  fellows  of  the  watch,  confiding  of  the  mate  chap, 
and  two  feamen,  he  waited  till  they  were  fad  afieep,  ^ 

and  then  butchered  them  all  with  a knife.  Having 
fo  far  fucceeded  without  difcovery,  he  returned  to 
the  deck,  and  communicated  the  exploit  to  his  ado- 
ciate  : then  they  fuddenly  attacked  the  mader  of  the 
vedel,  and  cleft  his  head  with  a hatchet,  which  they 
likewife  ufed  in  murdering  the  man  that  flood  at  the 
helm  j a third  was  likevdfe  difpatched,  and  no  En- 
glifhman  remained  alive  but  the  mader's  fon,  a 
boy,  who  lamented  his  father’s  death  with  incedant 
tears  ‘and  cries  for  three  days,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  was  likewife  facrificed,  becaufe  the  adalTins 
were  didurbed  by  his  clamour.  This  barbarous 
fcene  was  a6led  within  fixty  leagues  of  the  rock  of 
Lifbon ; but  the  veffel  was  taken  between  the  capes 
Ortugal  and  Finiderre,  by  the  Captain  of  a French  ' 
privateer  called  La/  Favourite,  wFo  feeing  the  deck 
flained  with  blood,  and  finding  all  the  papers  of 
the  fliip  dedroyed,  began  to  fufped  that  the  mader 
and  crew  had  been  murdered.  He  accordingly  taxed 
them  with  the  murder,  and  they  confeded  the  par- 
ticulars. The  privateer  touched  at  Vigo,  where 
the  Captain  imparted  this  detail  to  the  Englilli 
Conful;  but  the  prize,  with  the  two  villains  on 
board,  was  fent  to  Bayonne  in  France,  where  they 
were  brought  to  condign  punidiment. 

§ XXXIII.  We  fliall  clofe  this  regider  of  blood 
with  the  account  of  a murder  remarkable  in  all  its 
circumdances,  for  which  a perfon,  called  Eugene 
Aram,  differed  at  York,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year. 

This  man,  who  exercifed  the  profeffion  of  a fehooU 
mader  at  Knarefoorough,  had,  as  far  back  as  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-five, 
been  concerned  with  one  Fioufeman,  in  robbing 
and  murdering  Daniel  Clarke,  whom  they  had  pre- 
vioudy  periuaded  to  borrow  a coniiderabie  quantity 
of  valuable  effeds  from  different  perfons  in  the 
neighbourhood  on  falfe  pretences,  that  he  micrhc 
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retire  with  the  booty.  He  had  accordingly  filled  d 
fack  with  thefe  particulars,  and  began  his  retreat 
with  his  two  perfidious  afTociates,  who  fuddenly  fell 
upon  him,  deprived  him  of  life,  and,  having  buried 
the  body  in  a cave,  took  poflefTion  of  the  plunder. 
Though  Clarke  difappeared  at  once  in  fuch  a myfte- 
rious  manner,  no  fufpicion  fell  upon  the  affafTins ; 
and  Aram,  who  was  the  chief  contriver  and  agent 
in  the  murder,  moved  his  habitation  to  another 
part  of  the  country.  In  the  fummer  of  the  prefent 
year,  Houfeman  being  employed,  among  other  la- 
bourers, in  repairing  the  publick  highway,  they, 
in  digging  for  gravel  by  the  road  fide,  difeovered 
the  Ikeleton  of  a human  creature,  which  the  majo- 
rity fuppofed  to  be  the  bones  of  Daniel  Clarke. 
This  opinion  was  no  fooner  broached,  than  Hoiife- 
man,  as  it  were  by  fome  fupernatural  impulfe  which 
he  could  not  refift,  declared  that  it  was  not  the 
Ikeleton  of  Clarke,  inafmuch  as  his  body  had  been 
interred  in  a place  called  St.  Robert’s  Cave,  where 
they  would  find  it,  with  the  head  turned  to  a cer- 
tain corner.  He  was  immediately  apprehended,  ex- 
amined, admitted  an  evidence  for  the  Crown,  and 
difeovered  the  particulars  of  the  murder.  The 
Ikeleton  of  Clarke  being  found  exadlly  in  the  place 
and  manner  he  had  deferibed,  Eugene  Aram,  who 
now  aded  as  ufher  to  a grammar-fehool  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  was  fecured,  and'  brought  to 
trial  at  the  York  affizes.  There,  his  own  wife  cor- 
roborating the  teftimony  of  Eloufeman,  he  was 
found  guilty,  and  received  fentence  of  death ; not- 
withftanding  a very  artful  and  learned  defence,  in 
which  he  proved,  from  argument  and  example,  the 
danger  of  convidling  a man  upon  circumftantial 
evidence.  Finding  all  his  remonflrances  ineffec- 
ruai,  he  recommended  himfelf  in  pathetick  terms 
to  the  King’s  mercy  ; and  if  ever  murder  was  enti- 
tled to  indulgence,  perhaps  it  might  have  been 
extended,  not  improperly,  to  this  man,  whofe  ge- 
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hiuSj  in  itfelf  prodigious,  might  have  exerted  itfelf 
in  works  of  general  utility.  He  had,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  difadvantages  attending  low  birth  and  ftraitened 
xircumftances,  by  the  dint  of  his  own  capacity  and 
inclination,  made  confiderable  progrefs  in  mathe- 
maticks  and  philofophy,  acquired  all  the  languages 
ancient  and  modern,  and  executed  part  of  a Cel- 
tick  diftionary,  which,  had  he  lived  to  finifii  it, 
might  have  thrown  fome  eflential  light  upon  the 
origin  and  obfcurities  of  the  European  Hiftory. 
Convinced,  at  laft,  that  he  had  nothing  to  hops 
from  the  clemency  of  the  government,  he  wrote  a 
fhort  poem  in  defence  of  filicide ; and,  on  the  day 
fixed  for  his  execution,  opened  the  veins  of  his  left 
arm  with  a razor,  which  he  had  concealed  for*  that 
purpofe.  Though  he  was  much  weakened  by  the 
erfufion  of  blood,  before  this  attempt  was  difeover- 
ed,  yet,  as  the  inftrument  had  milTed  the  artery, 
he  did  not  expire  until  he  was  carried  to  the  gibbet, 
and  underwent  the  fentence  of  the  law.  His  body 
was  conveyed  to  Knarefborough-foreft,  and  hung  in 
chains,  near  the  place  where  the  murder  was  perpe- 
trated. Thefe  are  fome  of  the  mofh  remarkable 
that  appeared  among  many  other  inftances  of  homi- 
cide : a crime  that  prevails  to  a degree  alike  deplo- 
rable and  furprizing,  even  in  a nation  renowned  for 
companion  and  placability.  But  this  will  generally 
be  the  cafe  among  people  whofe  paffions,  naturally 
impetuous,  are  ill  rellrained  by  laws,  and  the  regu- 
lations of  civil  fociety ; which  the  licentious  do  not 
fear,  and  the  wicked  hope  to  evade. 

§ XXXIV.  The  Prince  of  Wales  having,  in  the 
beginning  of  June,  entered  the  two-and- twentieth 
year  of  his  age,  the  anniverfary  of  his  birth  was 
celebrated  with  great  rejoicings  at  court,  and  the 
King  received  compliments  of  congratulation  on  the 
majority  of  a Prince,  who  feemed  born  to  fulfil  the 
hopes  and  complete  the  happinefs  of  Grcat-Britain. 
The  city  of  London  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the 
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BOOK  King,  on  this  occafion,  replete  with  cxprefTions  of 
, loyalty  and  affedlion,  aiTuring  his  Majelly,  that  no 
hoftilc  threats  could  intimidate  a people  animated 
by  the  love  of  liberty,  who,  confiding  in  the  Divine 
Providence,  and  in  his  Majefty’s  experienced  wif- 
dom  and  vigorous  councils,  were  refolved  to  exert 
their  utmoft  efforts  towards  enabling  their  Sovereign 
to  repel  the  infnlts,  and  defeat  the  attempts  made  by 
the  ancient  enemies  of  his  crown  and  kingdom. 
Congratulations  of  the  fame  kind  w’ere  offered  by 
other  cities,  towns,  corporations,  and  communities, 
who  vied  with  each  other  in  profeffions  of  attach- 
ment; and,  indeed,  there  Vv^as  not  die  leaft  trace  of 
difaffcdtion  perceivable  at  this  jundture  in  any  part 
of  the  ifiand. 

§ XXXY.  So  little  were  the  citizens  of  London 
diftreffed  by  the  expence,  or  incommoded  by  the 
operations  of  the  war,  that  they  found  leifure  to 
plan,  and  funds  to  execute  magnificent  works  of 
art,  for  the  ornament  of  the  metropolis,  and  ths' 
convenience  of  commerce.  They  had  obtained  an 
. adt  of  Parliament,  empowering  them  to  build  a new' 
bridge  over  the  Thames,  from  Black-friars  to  the 
oppofite  fliore,  about  midway  between  thofe  of  Lon- 
don and  Weftminfter.  Commiffioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  put  this  adl  in  execution  ; and,  at  a court 
of  Common-Council,  it  was  refolved  that  a fum 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand 
pounds  fhouki  be  forthwith  raffed,  within  the  fpace 
of  eight  years,  by  inftallments,  not  exceeding  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  in  one  year,  to  be  paid  into  the 
chamber  of  London  ; that  the  perfons  advancing 
the  money  fiiould  have  an  intereft  at  the  rate  of  four 
pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  paid  half  yearly 
by  the  Chamberlain,  yet  redeemable  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  firft  ten  years ; and  that  the  Chamber- 
lain  fliould  affix  the  city’s  feal  to  fuch  inftruments  as 
the  committee  might  think  fit  to  give  for  fecuring 
tiie  payment  of  the  faid  annuities.  Such  were  the 
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nrft  efFec^lual  fceps  taken  towards  the  execution  of  a c n ap^ 
laudable  meafure,  which  met  with  the  mod  obfti-,^ 
nate  oppoficion  in  the  feqiiel,  from  the  narrow  views  17.^9, 
of  particular  people,  as  well  as  Rom  the  prejudice 
of  party. 

§ XKKVI.  The  fpirit  that  now  animated  the 
citizens  of  London  was  fuch  as  fmall  difficulties  did 
not  retard,  and  even  confiderable  Ioffes  could  not 
difcourage.  In  the  month  of  November  the  city 
was  expofed  to  a dangerous  conflagration,  kindled 
in  the  night  by  accident  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Royal-Exchange,  which  burned  with  great  fury, 
notwithftanding  the  afliftance  of  the  firemen  and 
engines  employed  under  the  perfonal  direftion  of 
the  maglftracy,  confurned  a great  number  of  houfes, 
and  damaged  many  more.  That  v/hole  quarter  of 
the  town  was  filled  with  conflernation  : foime  indi- 
viduals were  beggared  ^ one  or  two  perifhed  in  the 
flames,  and  fome  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  the 
lioufes  that  funk  under  the  difafber. 

§ XXXV IL  The  ferment  of  mind  fo  peculiar  to 
the  natives  of  Great-Britain,  excited  by  a jflrange 
mixture  of  genius  and  caprice,  paffion  and  philo- 
fophy,  ftudy  and  conjedlure,  produced  at  this  period 
fome  flowers  of  improvement,  in  different  arts  and 
fciences,  that  feemed  to  promife  fruit  of  publick 
utility.  Several  perfons  invented  methods  for  dif- 
covering  the  longitude  at  fea,  that  great  defideratum 
in  navigation,  for  the  afcertainment  of  which  fo 
many  nations  have  offered  a publick  recompence, 
and  in  the  inveftigation  of  which  fo  many  mathe- 
matical heads  have  been  difordered.  Some  of  thofe 
who  now  appeared  candidates  for  the^prize,  deferved  ‘ 
encouragement  for  the  ingenuity  of  their  feveral 
fyftems  ^ but  he  who  feemed  to  enjoy  the  pre-emi- 
nence in  the  opinion  and  favour  of  the  publick,  w'as 
Mr.  Irwin,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  contrived  a 
diair  fo  artfully  poifed,  that  a peifon  fitting  in  it  on  . 
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j?  o o K board  a Hiip,  even  in  a rough  Tea,  can,  through  a 
> telefcope,  obferve  the  immerfion  and  emerfion  of 

jujViter’s  fatellltes,  Vv'ithoiit  being  interrupted  or  in- 
commoded by  the  motion  of  the  velTel.  This  gen- 
tleman was  favoured  with  the  afTiftance  and  protec- 
tion of  Admiral  L.ord  Howe,  in  whofe  prefence 
the  experiment  was  tried  in  feveral  lliips  at  fea  with 
fuch  fuccefs,'  that  he  granted  a certificate,  fignifying 
hii?  approbation  ; and  in  confequence  of  this,  Mr. 
Irwin  is  faid  to  have  obtained  a confiderable  reward 
from  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 

§ XXXVUI.  The  people  of  England,  happy  in 
their  fituation,  felt  none  of  the  ftorms  of  war  and 
dcfolation  which  ravaged  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries: but,  enriched  by  a furprizing  augmentation 
s of  commerce,  enjoyed  all  the  fecurity  of  peace,  and 
all  the  pleafures  of  tafte  and  affluence.  The  uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford  having  conferred  the  office  of  their 
Chancellor,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Arran, 
lipon  another  nobleman  of  equal  honour  and  inte- 
grity, namely,  the  Earl  of  Weftmorland,  lie  made 
a piiblick  entrance  into  that  celebrated  feat  of  learn- 
ing with  great  magnificence,  and  was  inflalled  amidfl 
the  Encsenia,  which  were  celebrated  with  fuch  claf- 
fical  elegance  of  pomp,  as  might  have  rivalled  the 
chief  Rom.an  fefbval  of  the  Auguftan  age.  'The 
Chancellor  eledl  was  attended  by  a fplendid  train  of 
the  nobility  and  perfons  of  diftindtion.  The  city  of 
Oxford  was  filled  with  a vail:  concourfe  of  ftrangers. 
T'he  proceffions  were  contrived  with  tafte,  and  con- 
dufted  w'ith  decorum.  The  inftallation  vvas  per- 
formed with  the  moft  ftriking  folemnity.  The  con- 
gratulatory verfes,  and  publick  fpeeches,  breathed 
the  fpirit  of  old  Rome ; and  the  ceremony  was 
clofed  by  Dr.  King,  that  venerable  fage  of  St* 
Mary  ITail,  who  pronounced  an  oration  in  praife  of 
the  new  Chancellor  with  all  the  flow  of  Tiilly,  atii* 
mated  by  the  fire  of  Demofthenes. 

§ XXXIX. 
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§ XXXIX.  We  fliall  conclude  the  remarkable  A 

incidents  of  this  year*,  that  are  detached  . from  the. , 

profecLition  of  the  war,  w'ith  the  detail  of  an  event 
equally  furprifing  and  deplorable. — A floop  called 
the  Dolphin,  bound  from  the  Canaries  to  New- 
York,  met  with  fuch  unfavourable  weather,  that  fhe 
was  detained  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  days  in  the 
paflfage,  and  the  provifion  of  the  fhip  was  altogether 
expended  before  the  firfl:  fifty  days  were  elapfed. 

The  wretched  crew  had  devoured  their  dog,  cat, 
and  all  their  Ihoes  on  board  : at  length,  being  re- 
duced to  the  utmoft  extremity,  they  agreed  to  caft 
lots  for  their  lives,  that  the  body  of  him  upon  whom 
the  lot  Ikould  fall  might  ferve  for  fome  time  to 
fupport  the  furvivors.  The  unhappy  viftim  was  one 
Antonio  Galatia,  a Spanifh  gentleman  and  paflen- 
ger.  Him  they  fliot  with  a mufquet ; and  having 
cut  off  his  head,  threw  it  overboard ; but  the  en- 
trails, and  the  reft  of  the  carcafe,  they  greedily  de- 
voured. This  horrid  banquet  having,  as  it  were, 
ftefhed  the  famifhed  crevq  they  began  to  talk  of 
another  facrificc,  from  which,  however,  they  were 
diverted  by  the  influence  and  remonftrances  of  their 
Captain,  who  prevailed  upon  them  to  be  fatisfied 

I i 3 w’ith 

* In  the  fprlng  of  this  year  the  liberal  arts  fuftained  a lamentabi* 
lofs  in  the  death  of  George  Frederick  Handel,  the  mod  celebrated 
n-.after  in  mufick  which  this  age  had  produced.  He  was  by  birth  a 
German  j but  had  ftudied  in  Italy,  and  afterwards  fettled  in  Eng- 
land, where  he  met  with  the  moft  favourable  reception,  and  reiided 
above  half  a century,  univerfally  admired  for  his  ftupendous  geniua 
in  the  fublime  parts  of  mufical  compofition. 

One  would  be  apt  to  imagine  that  there  was  fomething  in  the 
conftitution  of  the  air  at  this  period,  which  was  particularly  unfa- 
vourable to^^old  age  ; inalmuch  as,  in  the  compafs  of  a few  months, 
the  following  perfons,  remarkable  for  their  longevity,  died  in  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland  ; William  Barnes,  who  had  been  above  feventy 
years  a fervant  in  the  family  of  Brodie,  died  there,  at  the  age  of 
one  hundred  and  nine.  Catherine  Mackenzie  died  in  Rofs-lhire,  at 
the  age  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen.  Janet  Blair,  deceafed  at 
Monemuflc,  in  the  (hire  of  Aberdeen,  turned  ot  one  hundred  and 
twelve.  Alexander  Stephens,  in  BamfFfhire,  at  the  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eight.  Janet  Harper,  at  Bains-hole,  at  the  age  of  one 
hundicd  and  feven.  Daniel  Cameron,  in  Rannach,  married  when 

he^was  turned  of  one  hundred,  and  luivived  his  marriage  thiity 
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BOOK  with  a miferable  allowance  to  each  per  diem,  cut 
from  a pair  of  leather  breeches  found  in  the  cabbin. 

^ 175^7*^  Upon  this  calamitous  pittance,  reinforced  with  the 
grafs  which  grew  plentifully  upon  the  deck,  thefe 
poor  objedis  made  fhift  to  fubfift  for  twenty  days,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  they  were  relieved,  and 
taken  on  boai  d one  Captain  Bradlhaw,  who  chanced 
to  fail  in  with  them  at  fea.  By  this  time  the  v/holc 
crew,  confiding  of  feven  men,  were  fo  fqualid  and 
emaciated,  as  to  exhibit  an  appearance  at  once  pi- 
teous and  terrible ; and  fo  reduced  in  point  of 
ftrength,  that  it  was  found  necefiary  to  ufe  ropes 
and  tackle  for  holding  them  from  one  diip  to  the 
other.  The  circumdance  of  the  lot  falling  upon  the 
Spaniard,  who  was  the  only  foreigner  on  board,  en- 
courages a fufpicion  that  foul  play  was  offered  to 
this  unfortunate  dranger  j but  the  mod  remarkable 
part  ot  this  whole  incident  is,  that  the  mader  and 
crew  could  not  contrive  fome  fort  of  tackle -to  catch 
dfir,  with  which  the  fea  every  where  abounds,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  might  be  caught  with  the  help  of 
a little  ingenuity.  If  implements  of  this  kind  were 
provided  in  every  diip,  they  would  probably  pre- 
vent all  thofc  tragical  events  at  fea  that  are  occa- 
lioned  by  famine. 

• § XL.  F'revious  to  the  more  capital  operations 

in  war,  we  ffiall  particularize  the  mod  remarkable 
captures  that  were  made  upon  the  enemy  by  dngle 
drips  of  war,  during  the  courfe  of  this  dimmer  and 
autumn.  In  the  month  of  February,  a French  pri- 
vateer belonging  to  Granville,  called  the  Marc]uis 
de  Marigny,  having  on  board  near  two  hundred 
men,  and  mounted  with  twenty  cannon,  was  taken 
by  Captain  Parker,  commander  of  his  Majedy’s 
fnip  the  Montague  ; who  likewife  made  prize  of  a 
i mailer  armed  veffel,  from  Dunkirk,  of  eight  can- 
non and  fixty  men.  About  the  fame  period.  Cap- 
tain Graves,  of  the  Unicorn,  brought  in  the  Moras 
privateer,  of  St.  Maloes,  carrying  two  hundred 

men, 
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men,  and  two-and-tvventy  cannon.  Two  large  c ha  P. 

merchant-fliips,  laden  on  tlie  French  King’s  ac- ^ 

count  for  Martinique,  with  provifion,  clothing,  and  ,7,5. 
arms,  for  the  troops  on  that  ifland,  were  taken  by 
Captain  Lendrick,  commander  of  the  Brilliant  ; 
and  an  Englifh  tranfport  from  St.  John’s,  having 
four  hundred  French  prifoners  on  board,  periilied 
near  the  Weftern  Iflands.  Within  the  circle  of  the 
fame  month,  a large  French  fhip  from  St.  Do- 
mingo, richly  laden,  fell  in  with  the  Favourite  (hip 
of  war,  and  was  carried  into  Gibraltar. 

§ XLI.  In  the  month  of  February,  Captain  flood, 
of  his  Majefty’s  frigate  the  Veftal,  belonging  to  a 
fmall  fquadron  commanded  by  Admiral  Holmes, 
who  had  failed  for  the  Weft-Indies  in  January,  be- 
ing advanced  a confiderable  way  a-head  of  the  fleet, 
defer  led  and  gave  chafe  to  a fail,  which  proved  to 
be  a French  frigate  called  the  Bellona,  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men,  and  two-and-thirty  gi-eat 
guns,  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Beauhonoire. 

Captain  Flood,  having  made  a fignal  to  the  Ad- 
miral, continued  the  chafe  until  he  advanced  within 
half  mufquet-ftiot  of  the  enemy,  and  then  poured  in 
a broadfide,  which  was  immediately  retorted.  The 
engagement  thus  begun  was  maintained  with  great 
vigour  on  both  ftdes  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours  j at 
the  expiration  of  which  the  Bellona  ftruck,  after 
having  loft  all  her  mafts  and  rigging,  together  with 
^bout  forty  men  killed  in  the  adion.  Nor  was  the 
vidor  in  a much  better  condition.  Thirty  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Veftal.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  enemy  fubmitted,  all  her  rigging  be- 
ing deftroyed  by  the  ftiot,  the  topmafts  fell  Over- 
board; and  fire  was  otherwife  fo  much  damaf^ed, 
that  The  could  not  proceed  on  her  voyage.  Captain 
Hood,  therefore,  returned  with  his  j)rize  to  Spit- 
head  ; and  afterwards  met  with  a gracious  reception 
from  Lis  Majefty,  on  account  of  the  valour  and  con- 
dud  he  had  difplayed  on  this  occafion.  The  Bel- 

^ ^ 4 Iona 
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BOOK  Iona  had  failed  in'  January  from  the  ifland  of  Mar^ 
,tinique,  along  with  the  FlorilTant,  and  another' 
French  frigate,  from  which  fhe  had  been  feparated 
in  the  paflage.  Immediately  after  this  exploit, 
Captain  Elliot,  of  the  AEolus  frigate,  accompanied 
by  the  Ifis,  made  prize  of  a French  fhip,  the  Mig- 
nonne,  of  twenty  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
men,  one  of  four  frigates  employed  as  convoy  to  a 
large  ficet  of  irierchant-fhips,  near  the  ifland  of 
Rhee. 

§ XLII.  In  the  month  of  March,  the  Englifh 
frigates  the  Southampton  and  Melampe,  commanded 
hy  the  Captains  Gilchrifl:  and  Hotham,  being  at 
lea  to  the  northward  on  a cruife,  fell  in  with  the 
Danae,  a French  flrip  of  forty  cannon,  and  three 
hundred  and  thirty  men,  which  was  engaged  by 
Captain  Flotham  in  a fhip  of  half  the  force,  who 
maintained  the  battle  a confiderable  time  with  admi- 
rable gallantry,  before  his  confort  could  come  to  his 
afliilance.  As  they  fought  in  the  dark.  Captain 
Gilchrifl;  was  obliged  to  lie  by  for  fome  time,  becaufe 
he  could  not  difliinguifli  the  one  from  the  other  j but 
no  fooner  did  the  day  appear,  than  he  bore  down 
upon  the  Danae  with  his  ufual  impetuoflty,  and  foon 
compelled  her  to  furrender  : Are  did  not  ftrike,  how- 
ever, until  thirty  or  forty  of  her  men  were  flain: 
and  the  gallant  Captain  Gilchrifl  received  a grape- 
Ihot  in  his  flioulder,  which,  though  it  did  not  de- 
prive him  of  life,  yet  rendered  him  incapable  of 
future  fervice  : a misfortune  the  more  to  be  lament- 
ed, as  it  happened  to  a brave  officer  in  the  vigour  of 
his  age,  and  in  the  midfl  of  a fanguinary  war,  which 
might  have  afforded  him  many  other  opportunities 
of  flgnalizing  his  courage  for  the  honour  and  advan- 
tage of  his  country.  Another  remarkable  exploit 
was  achieved  about  the  fame  jundlure  by  Captain 
Barrington,  commander  of  the  fhip  Achilles,  mounted 
with  fixty  cannon,  who,  to  the  weftward  of  Cape 
Finiflerre,  encountered  a French  fhip  of  equal  force, 
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.called  the  Count  de  St.  Florintln,  bound  frona  Cape 
Francois  on  the  ifland  of  Flifpaniola  to  Rochefort, 
under  the  command  of  the  Sieur  de  Montay,  who 
was  obliged  to  ftrike,  after  a clofe  and  obftinate 
engagement,  in  which  he  himfelf  was  mortally 
wounded,  a great  number  of  his  men  flain,  and  his 
fnip  fo  damaged,  that  Ibe  was  wnth  difEculty  brought 
into  Falmouth.  Captain  Barrington  obtained  the 
victory  at  the  expence  of  about  five-and-twenty  men 
killed  and  wounded,  and  all  his  rigging,  which  the 
enemy’s  fhot  rendered  ufelefs.  Two  fmall  priva- 
teers from  Dunkirk  were  alfo  taken,  one  called  the 
Marquis  de  Bareil,  by  the  Brilliant,  which  carried 
her  into  Kinfale  in  Ireland  ; the  other  called  the  Ca- 
rilloneur,  which  llruck  to  the  Grace  cutter,  affifled 
by  the  boats  of  the  fhip  Rochefter,  commanded  by 
Captain  Duff,  who  fent  her  into  the  Downs. 

§ XLIII.  About  the  latter  end  of  March,  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Falkner,  in  the  fhip  Windfor,  of  fixty 
guns,  cruifing  to  the  weftward,  difeovered  four  large 
Ihips  to  leeward,  which,  when  he  approached  them, 
formed  the  line  of  battle  a-head,  in  order  to  give 
him  a warm  reception.  Fie  accordingly  clofed  with 
the  fternmoft  flrip,  which  fuftained  his  fire  about  an 
hour : then  the  other  three  bearing  away  with  all  the 
fail  they  could  carry,  fhe  ftruck  her  colours,  and 
was  condu6fed  to  Lifbon.  She  proved  to  be  the 
Due  de  Chartres,  pierced  for  fixty  cannon,  though 
at  that  time  carrying  no  more  than  four-and- twenty, 
with  a complement  of  three  hundred  men,  about 
thirty  of  whom  were  killed  in  the  aclion.  She  be- 
longed, with  the  other  three  that  efcaped,  to  the 
French  Eaft-India  Company,  was  laden  with  gun- 
powder and  naval  ftores,  and  bound  for  Pondicherry. 
Two  privateers,'  called  La  Chaffeur  and  Le  Con- 
querant,  the  one  from  Dunkirk,  and  the  other  from 
Cherbourg,  were  taken  and  carried  into  Plymouth 
by  Captain  Hughes,  of  his  Majefty’s  frigate  the  Ta- 
nter.  A third,  called  the  Defpatch,  from  Morlaix, 
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o o K was  brought  into  Penzance  by  the  Diligence  (loop, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Eaftwood.  A 
fourth,  called  the  Bafque,  from  Bayonne,  furnifhed 
with  two- and- twenty  guns,  and  above  two  hundred 
men,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Captain  Parker,  of  the 
Brilliant,  who  conveyed  her  into  Plymouth.  Cap- 
tain Antrobns,  of  the  Surprize,  took  the  Vieux,  a 
privateer  of  Bourdeaux  ; and  a fifth,  fi'om  Dunkirk, 
ftruck  to  Captain  Knight,  of  the  Liverpool,  off 
Yarmouth.  In  the  month  of  May,  a French  fri- 
gate, called  the  Arethufa,  mounted  with  two-and- 
thirty  cannon,  manned  with  a large  complement  of 
hands,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil,  fubmitted  to  two  Britifh  frigates,  the  Venus 
and  the  Thames,  commanded  by  the  Captains  Har- 
rifon  and  Colby,  after  a warm  engagement,  in  which 
hxty  men  were  killed  and  wounded  on  the  fide  of 
the  enemy.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  an  armed 
fhip  belonging  to  Dunkirk,  was  brought  into  the 
Downs,  by  Captain  Angel,  of  the  Stag;  and  a pri- 
vateer of  force,  called  the  Countefs  de  la  Serre,  was 
fubdued  and  taken,  after  an  obilinate  action,  by 
Captain  Moore,  of  his  Majefly’s  drip  the  Adven- 
ture. 

§ XLIV.  Several  armed  fliips  of  the  enemy,  and 
rich  prizes,  w'ere  taken  in  the  Weft-Indies,  particu- 
larly two  French  frigates,  and  two  Dutch  drips 
with  French  commodities,  all  richly  laden,  by  fome 
of  the  fliips  of  the  fquadron  which  Vice-Admiral 
Coats  commanded  on  the  Jamaica  ftation.  A fifth, 
called  the  Velour,  ftom  St.  Domingo,  with  a valu- 
able cargo  on  board,  being  fortified  with  twenty 
cannon,  and  above  one  hundred  men,  fell  in  with 
the  Favourite  floop  of  w'ar,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Edwards,  who,  after  an  obftinate  difpute, 
carried  her  in  triumph  to  Gibraltar.  At  St.  Chrif- 
topher’s,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  Captain  Collingwood, 
commander  of  the  King’s  fliip  the  Crefcent,  attacked 
two  French  frigates,  the  Amethyfte  and  Berkeley ; 
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the  former  of  which  efcaped,  after  a warm  engage-  ^ 
ment,  in  which  the  Crefcent’s  rigging  was  fo  much 
damaged,  that  fhe  could  not  purfue : but  the  other 
was  taken,  and  conveyed  into  the  harbour  of  Baffe- 
terre.  Notwithftanding  the  vigilance  and  courage 
of  the  Englifn  cruifers  in  rhofe  leas,  the  French  pri- 
vateers fwarmed  to  fuch  a degree,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
this  year  they  took  above  two  hundred  fail  of  Britilh 
fnips,  valued  at  fix  hundred  thouland  pounds  fterling. 
This  their  fuccefs  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  by  this 
time  the  ifland  of  Guadalope  was  in  pofieiTion  of  the 
Englidi,  and  Commodore  Moore  commanded  a nu- 
merous fquadron  in  thole  very  latitudes. 

§ XLV.  In  the  beginning  of  C^ilober,  the  Her- 
cules Ihip  of  war,  mounted  with  feventy-four  guns, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Porter,  cruifing  in 
the  chops  of  the  Channel,  defcried  to  windward  a 
large  Ihip,  which  proved  to  be  the  Floriffant,  of  the 
fame  force  with  the  Hercules.  Her  commander, 
perceiving  the  Englilli  fnip  giving  chafe,  did  not 
leem  to  decline  the  adtion ; but  bore  down  upon  her 
in  a flanting  diredtion,  and  the  engagement  began 
with  great  fury.  In  a little  time,  the  Hercules  hav- 
ing loft  her  top-m,aft,  and  all  her  rigging  being  lliot 
away,  the  enemy  took  advantage  of  this  difafter, 
made  the  bell  of  his  way,  and  was  purfued  till  eight 
o’clock  next  morning,  when  he  cfcaped  behind  the 
ifte  of  Oleron.  Captain  Porter  was  wounded  in  the 
head  with  a grape-fliot,  and  loft  the  ufe  of  one  leg 
in  the  engagement. 

§ XLVI.  Having  taken  notice  of  all  the  remark-, 
able  captures  and  exploits  that  were  made  and 
achieved  by  fingle  Ihips  lince  the  commencement  of 
the  preferit  year,  we  lhall  now  proceed  to  deferibe 
the  addions  that  were  performed  in  this  period  by  the 
different  fquadrons  that  conftituted  the  naval  power 
of  Great-Britain.  Intelligence  having  been  received 
that  the  enemy  meditated  an  invafion  upon  fome 
of  the  Britilh  territories,  and  that  a number  of  flat- 
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bottomed  boats  were  prepared  at  Havre- de- Grace, 
for  the  purpofe  of  difeinbarking  troops,  Rear-Ad^ 
miral  Rodney  was,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  de- 
taclied  with  a fmall  fquadron  of  fhips  and  bombs  to 
annoy  and  overawe  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  France. 
He  accordingly  anchored  in  the  road  of  Flavre,  and 
made  a difpofition  to  execute  the  inftrudions  he  had 
received.  The  bomb  veffels,  being  placed  in  the 
narrow  channel  of  the  river  leading  to  Honfleur, 
began  to  throw  their  fliells,  and  continued  the 
bonabardment  for  two-and-fifty  hours,  without  in- 
termiffion,  during  which  a numerous  body  of  French 
troops  was  employed  in  throwing  up  entrenchments, 
eredtine;  new  batteries,  and  firino;  both  with  lliot 
and  flaells  upon  the  allailants.  The  town  was  fet  on 
fire  in  feveral  places,  and  burned  with  great  fury ; 
ibme  of  the  boats  were  overturned,  and  a few  of 
them  reduced  to  afhes,  while  the  inhabitants  forfook 
the  place  in  the  utmofl  conllernation  : neverthelefs, 
the  damage  done  to  the  enemy  was  too  inconfidera- 
ble  to  make  amends  for  the  expence  of  the  arma- 
ment, and  the  lofs  of  nineteen  hundred  fhells  and 
eleven  hundred  carcalfes,  which  were  expended  in 
this  expedition.  Bombardments  of  this  kind  are 
at  beft  but  expenfive  and  unprofitable  operations, 
and  may  be  deemed  a barbarous  method  of  profe- 
cuting  war,  inafmuch  as  the  damage  falls  upon  the 
wretched  inhabitants,  who  have  given  no  caufe  of 
offence,  and  who  are  generally  fpared  by  an  humane 
enemy,  unlefs  they  have  committed  fome  particular 
ac^  of  provocation. 


§ XLVII.  Hie  honour  of  the  Britifh  fxag  was 
much  more  effedlnally  afferted  by  the  gallant  Ad- 
miral Bofcawen,  who,  as  we  have  already  obferved, 
was  entrufled  with  the  condudl  of  a fquadron  in 
the  Mediterranean.  It  muff  be  owned,  however, 
that  his  firft  attempt  favoured  of  temerity.  'Having 
in  vain  difplayed  the  Britifh  flag  in  fight  of  Toulon, 
fay  way  of  defiance  to  the  French  fleet  that  lay  there 
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at  anchor,  he  ordered  three  fliips  of  the  line,  com- 
inanded  by  the  Captains  Smith,  Ilarland,  and 
Barker,  to  advance  and  burn  two  fliips  that  lay 
clofe  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  They  accord- 
ingly  approached  with  great  intrepidity,  and  met 
with  a very  warm  reception  from  divers  batteries 
which  they  had  not  before  perceived.  Two  fmali 
forts  they  attempted  to  deflroy,  and  cannonaded  for 
fome  time  with  great  fury ; but  being  over-matched 
by  fuperior  force,  and  the  wind  fubfiding  into  a 
calm,  they  fuftained  confiderable  damage,  and  were 
towed  oft  with  great  difficulty,’  in  a very  fhattered 
condition.  The  Admiral  feeing  three  of  his  befb 
Ihips  fo  roughly  handled  in  this  enterprife,  returned 
to  Gibraltar  in  order  to  refit ; and  M.  de  la  Clue,  the 
Trench  commander  of  thefquadron  at  Toulon,  feifed 
this  opportunity  of  failing,  in  hopes  of  palling  the 
Straits  mouth  unobferved,  his  fleet  confiftingof  twelve 
large  fhips,  and  three  frigates.  Admiral  Bofeaw'en, 
who  commanded  fourteen  fail  of  the  line,  with  two 
frigates,  and  as  many  fire-lhips,  having  refitted  his 
fquadron,  detached  one  frigate  to  cruife  off  Malaga, 
and  another  to  hover  between  Efhepona  and  Ceuta- 
point.;  with  a view  to  keep  a good  look-out,  and 
give  timely  notice  in  cafe  the  enemy  fliould  ap- 
proach. On  the  feventeenth  day  of  Auguff,  at 
eight  in  the  evening,  the  Gibraltar  frigate  made  a 
fignal  that  fourteen  fail  appeared  on  the  Barbary 
ihore,  to  the  eaftward  of  Ceuta;  upon  which  the 
Englifli  Admiral  immediately  heaved  up  his  anchors 
and  went  to  fea : at  day-light  he  deferied  feven  large 
Jhips  lying  to ; but  when  the  Englifli  fquadron  for- 
bore to  anfwer  their  fignal,  they  difeovered  their 
miflake,  fet  all  their  fails,  and  made  the  befl  of  their 
• way.  I'his  was  the  greater  part  of  the  French  fqua- 
dron commanded  by  M.  de  la  Clue,  from  whom 
five  of  his  large  fliips  and  three  frigates  had  fepa- 
rated  in  the  night.  Even  now,  perhaps,  he  might 
have  efcaped,  had  he  not  been  obliged  to  wait  for 

the 


4^1 

II  A P. 


494.’  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOOK  the  Souveraine,  which  was  a heavy  failer.  At  noon 

j the  wind,  which  had  blown  a frefh  gale,  died  away, 

373^.  and  although  Admiral  Bofcawen  had  made  fignal  to 
cliafe,  and  engage  in  a line  of  battle  a-head,  it  was 
not  till  half  an  hour  after  two  that  fome  of  his  head- 
mod  diips  could  clofe  with  the  rear  of  the  enemy;- 
which,  though  greatly  out- numbered,  fought  with 
uncommon  bravery.  The  Englidi  Admiral,  w'ith- 
out  waiting  to  return  the  fire  of  the  fternmoft,  which 
he  received  as  he  pafTed,  ufed  all  his  endeavours  to 
^ come  up  with  the  Ocean,  which  M.  de  la  Clue  com-* 
maiided  in  perfon ; and  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  running  athw'art  her  hawfe,  poured  into 
her  a furious  broadfide : thus  the  engagement  began 
with  equal  vigour  on  both  fides.  This  difpiite, 
however,  was  of  Ihort  duration.  In  about  half  an 
hour  Admiral  Bofcawen’s  mizen-maft  and  topfail- 
yards  were  fliot  aw^ay ; and  the  enemy  hoifted  all  the 
fail  they  could  carry.  Mr.  Bofcawen  having  fhifted 
his  flag  from  the  Namur  to  the  Newark,  joined  fome 
other  fhips  in  attacking  the  Centaur,  of  feventy-four 
guns,  which,  being  thus  overpowered,  v/as  obliged 
to  furrender.  The  Britifli  Admiral  purfued  them  all 
night,  during  which  the  Souveraine,  and  the  Guer- 
rier,  altered  their  courjfe,  and  deferted  their  com- 
mander. At  day-break,  M.  de  la  Clue,  whofe 
left  leg  had  been  broke  in  the  engagement,  perceiv- 
ing the  Englifh  fquadron  crouding  all  their  fails  to 
come  up  with  him,  and  finding  himfelf  on  the  coafl 
of  Portugal,  determined  to  burn  his  fhips,  rather 
than  they  fliould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  vitlors. 
The  Ocean  was  run  afhore  two  leagues  from  Lagos, 
near  the  fort  of  Almadana,  the  commander  of  which 
fired  three  fhot  at  the  Englifh ; another  Captain  of 
the  French  fquadron  followed  the  example  of  his 
commander,  and  both  endeavoured  to  difembark 
their  men;  but  thefea  being  rough,  this  proved  a 
very  tedious  and  difficult  attempt.  The  Captains 
of  the  Temeraire  and  Modefte,  inflead  of  deftroy- 
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Ing  their  fhips,  anchored  as  near  as  they  could  to  C H A P. 
the  forts  Xavier  and  Lagres,  in  hopes  of  enjoying^  ^ 
their  protection  ; but  in  this  hope  they  were  difap- 
pointed,  M.  de  la  Clue  had  been  landed,  and  the 
command  of  the  Ocean  was  left  to  the  Count  de 
Came,  who,  having  received  one  broadfide  from 
the  America,  {truck  his  colours,  and  the  Engliih 
took  pofTeiTion  of  this  noble  prize,  the  belt  fhip  in 
the  French  navy,  mounted  with  eighty  cannon. 

Captain  Rently,  of  the  Warfpight,  who  had  re- 
markably fignalifed  himfelf  by  his  courage  during 
the  a6tion  of  the  preceding  day,  attacked  the  Te- 
meraire,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  brought  her  off 
with  little  damage.  Vice-Admiral  Broderick,  the 
iecond  in  command,  advancing  with  his  divifion, 
burned  the  Redoubtable,  of  feventy-four  guns, 
which  was  bulged,  and  abandoned  by  her  men  and 
officers ; but  they  made  prize  of  the  Modefte,  car- 
rying fixty-four  guns,  which  had  not  been  much 
injured  in  the  engagement.  This  victory  was  ob- 
tained by  the  Englifii  Admiral  at  a very  fmall  ex- 
pence of  men  i the  whole  number  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  on 
board  of  the  Britiffi  fquadron,  though  the  carnage 
among  the  enemy  mnft  have  been  much  more  con- 
fiderable,  as  M.  de  la  Clue,  in  his  letter  to  the 
French  Ambafi^dor  at  Lifbon,  owmed  that  on  board 
of  his  own  ffiip,  the  Ocean,  one  hundred  men  were 
killed  on  the  fpot,  and  feventy  dangerouHy  wounded; 
but  the  moil  fevere  circumtlance  of  this  difafler  was 
the  lofs  of  four  capital  ffiips,  two  of  which  were  de- 
ilroyed,  and  the  other  two  brought  in  triumph  to 
England,  to  be  numbered  among  the  beft  bottoms  ' 
of  the  Britiffi  navy.  What  augmented  the  good 
fortune  of  the  vidors,  was,  that  not  one  officer  loft 
his  life  in  the  engagement.  Captain  Bentiy,  whom 
the  Admiral  difpatclied  to  Eingland  with  the  tidings 
of  his  fucceis,  met  with  a gracious  reception  from 
the  King,  who  knighted  him  for  his  gallantry. 
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BOOK  § XL VI II.  As  we  propofe  to  throw  together  all 
the  naval  tranfadions  of  the  year,  efpecially  thofe 
that  happened  in  the  European  feas,  that  they  may 
be  comprehended  as  it  were  in  one  view,  we  muft 
now,  without  regarding  the  order  of  time,  poilpone 
many  previous  events  of  importance,  and  record  the 
iafl  aftion  by  fea  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  di- 
Ilinguifhed  the  flag  of  Great-Britain.  The  Court 
of  Verfailies,  in  order  to  embarrafs  the  Britifh  mi- 
niflry,  and  divert  their  attention  from  all  external 
expeditions,  had  in  the  winter  projedted  a plan  for 
invading  fome  part  of  the  Britifli  dominions  j and 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  had  adlually  begun  to 
make  preparations  on  different  parts  of  their  coaft 
for  carrying  this  defign  into  execution.  Even  as 
far  back  as  the  latter  end  of  May,  meffages  from 
the  King  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  were  deli- 
vered by  the  Earl  of  Holderneffe  and  Mr,  Pitt,  the 
. . two  Secretaries  of  State,  fignifying  that  his  Majefty 
had  received  advices  of  preparations  making  by  the 
French  Court,  with  a defign  to  invade  Great-Bri- 
tain: that  though  perfuaded,  by  the  univerfal  zeal 
and  afledlion  of  his  people,  any  fuch  attempt  muft, 
under  the  bleffing  of  God,  end  in  the  deftruclion 
of  thofe  who  engaged  in  it ; yet . he  apprehended  he 
fliould  not  adl  confiftent  with  that  paternal  care  and 
concern  which  he  had  always  fbown  C'r  the  fafety  and 
prefervation  of  his  fubjedls,  if  he  omitted  any  means 
in  his  power  which  might  be  neceffary  for  their  de- 
fence : he,  therefore,  acquainted  the  Parliament 
with  his  having  received  repeated  intelligence  of  the 
enemy’s  preparations,  to  the  end  that  his  Majefly 
might,  if  he  fliould  think  proper,  in  purfuance  of 
the -late  A6l  of  Parliament,  caufe  the  militia,  or  fuch 
part  thereof  as  fhould  be  neceffary,  to  be  drawn  out 
and  embodied,  in  order  to  march  as  occafion  fliould 
require.  Thefe  meffages  were  no  fooner  read,  than 
each  Houfe  feparately  refolved  to  prefent  an  addtefs, 
thanking  his  Maiefty  for  having  communicated  this 
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intelligence ; alTuring  him  that  they  would,  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  fupport  him  ag^inft  all  at- 
tempts whatever : that,  warmed  with  afTedlion  and 
zeal  for  his  perfon  and  government,  -and  animated 
by  indignation  at  the  daring  defigns  of  an  enemy 
whofe  fleet  had  hitherto  fhunned  the  terror  of  the 
Bririfli  navy,  they  v/oiild  chearfully  exert  their  • ut- 
moft  efforts  to  repel  all  infults,  and  effedually  ena- 
ble their  fovereigh  not  only  to  difappoint  the  at- 
tempts of  France,  but,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  turn 
them  to  their  own  confufion.  The  Commons  at 
the  fame  time  refolved  upon  another  addrefs,  de- 
firing  his  Majefty  would  give  dirc6lions  to  his  lieu- 
tenants of  the  feveral  counties,  ridings,  and  places 
within  South-Britain,  to  ufe  their  utmofl  diligence 
and  attention  in  executing  the  feveral  A6ls  of  Parli- 
ament made  for  the  better  ordering  the  militia. 

§ XLIXi  Thefe  and  other  precautionary  fteps 
were  accordingly  taken  j but  the  adminiftration 
wifely  placed  their  chief  dependence  upon  the  ftrength 
of  the  navy,  part  of  which  was  fo  divided  and  Ra- 
tioned, as  to  block  up  all  the  harbours  of  France  in 
which  the  enemy  were  known  to  make  any  naval 
armament  of  confequence*  We  have  feen  in  what 
manner  Rear-Admiral  Rodney  vifited  the  town  and 
harbour  of  Havre-de-Grace,  and  fcoured  that  part 
of  the  coafl:  in  fucceflive  cruifes : we  have  allb  re- 
corded the  expedition  and  viftory  of  Admiral  Bof- 
cawen  over  the  fquadron  of  La  Clue,  wFich  was 
equipped  at  Toulon,  with  a defign  to  aflifb  in  rfle 
projeded  invafion.  Notwithflanding  this  difafler, 
the  French  miniflry  perfifted  in  their  defign;  to- 
wards the  execution  of  which  they  had  prepared  ano- 
ther confiderable  fleet,  in  the  harbours  of  Roche- 
fort, Brefl:,  and  Port-Louis,  to  be  commanded  by 
M.de  Conflans,  and  re-enforced  by  a confiderable 
body  of  troops,  which  were  adually  affembled  under 
me  Due  d Aigullon,  at  Vannes,  in  Lower  Bretagne, 
blat-bottomed  boats  and  tranfports  to  be  ufed  in  this 
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BOOK  expedition  were  prepared  in  different  ports  on  the 

^ , coafl  of  France  j and  a fmall  fqiiadron  was  equipped 

,7^5.  at  Dunkirk,  under  the  conamand  of  an  enterprifing 
adventurer,  called  Thurot,  who  had,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  preceding  year,  fignalifed  his  courage  and 
conduct  in  a large  privateer  called  the  Belleifle, 
which  had  fcoured  the  North-Seas,  taken  a number 
of  fliips,  and  at  one  time  maintained  an  obftinate 
battle  againfl:  two  Englifh  frigates,  which  were 
obliged  to  defifl,  after  having  received  confiderable 
damage.  This  man’s  name  became  a terror  to  the 
merchants  of  Great-Britain ; for  his  valour  was  not 
more  remarkable  in  battle  than  his  condudl  in  elu- 
ding the  purfuit  of  the  Britifli  cruifers,  who  were  fuc- 
ceffively  detached  in  queft  of  him,  through  every 
part  of  the  German  Ocean  and  North  fea,  as  far  as 
the  iflands  of  Orkney,  It  muft  be  likewife  owned, 
for  the  honour  of  human  nature,  that  this  bold  ma- 
riner, though  deftitute  of  the  advantages  of  birth 
and  education,  was  remarkably  diftinguifhed  by  his 
generofity  and  compalTion  to  thofe  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  into  his  power ; and  that  his  de- 
, portment  in  every  refpeft  entitled  him  to  a much 
more  honourable  rank  in  the  fervice  of  his  country. 
The  court  of  Verfailles  were  not  infenfible  to  his 
merit.  He  obtained  a commiffion  from  the  French 
King,  and  was  veiled  with  the  command  of  the 
fmall  armament  now  fitting  out  in  the  harbour  of 
Dunkirk.  The  Britifh  government  being  apprifed 
of  all  thefe  particulars,  took  fuch  meafures  to  defeat 
the  purpofed  invafion  as  muft  have  conveyed  a very 
high  idea  of  the  power  of  Great-Britain  to  thofe  who 
confidered,  that,  exclufive  of  the  force  oppofed  to 
this  defign,  they  at  the  fame  time  carried  on  the 
moft  vigorous  and  important  operations  of  war  m 
Germany,  America,  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies. 
Thurot’s  armament  at  Dunkirk  was  watched  by 
an  Englifh  fquadronfin  the  Downs,  commanded  by 
Commodore  Boys ; the  porf  of  Havre  was  guarded 
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by  Rear-Admiral  Rodney ; Mr.  Bofcawen  had  been 
Rationed  off  Toulon,  and  the  coaft  of  V annes  was 
fcoured  by  a fmall  Iquadron  detached  from  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hawkej  who  had  during  the  fummer  blocked 
up  the  harbour  of  Breff,  where  Conflans  lay  with 
his  fleets,  in  order  to  be  joined  by  the  other  divi- 
fions  of  the  armament.  ^Thefe  different  fquadrons 
of  the  Britifh  navy  were  connected  by  a chain  of 
feparate  cruifers  ; fo  that  the  whole  coaft  of  France, 
from  Dunkirk  to  the  extremity  of  Bretagne,  was 
diftreffed  by  an  adual  blockade. 

§ L.  The  French  miniftry  being  thus  hampered, 
forbore  their  attempt  upon  Britain;  and  the  projected 
invafion  feemed  to  hang  in  fufpence  till  the  month 
of  Auguft,  in  the  beginning  of  which  their  army 
in  Germany  was  defeated  at  Minden.  Their  de- 
figns  in  that  country  being  baffled  by  this  difafter, 
they  feemed  to  convert  their  chief  attention  to  their 
fea-armament ; the  preparations  were  refumed  with 
redoubled  vigour;  and  even  after  the  defeat  of  La 
Clue,  they  refolved  to  try  their  fortune  in  a de- 
fcent.  .They  now  propofed  to  difembark  a body  of 
troops  in  Ireland.  Thurot  received  orders  to  fail 
from  Dunkirk  with  the'firft  opportunity,  and  fliape 
his  courfe  round  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland,  that 
he  might  alarm  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  make  a 
diverfion  from  that  part  where  Conflans  intended  to 
effectuate  the  difembarkation  of  his  forces.  The 
tranfports  and  ftiips  of  war  were  affembled  at  Breft 
and  Rochefort,  having  on  board  a trdn  of  artillery, 
with  faddles,  and  other  accoutrements  for  davalry, 
to  be  mounted  in  Ireland;  and  a body  of  French 
troops,  including  part  of  the  Irifh  brigade,  was  kept 
in  readinefs  to  embark.  The  execution  of  this 
fcheme  v/as,  however,  prevented  by  the  vigilance 
of  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who  blocked  up  the  har- 
bour of  Breft  with  a fleet  of  twenty-three  capital 
ftiips ; while  another  fquadron  of  fmaller  ftiips  and 
frigates,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Duff,  con- 
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tinned  to  cruife  along  the  French  coaft,  from  port 
L’Orientj  in  Bretagne,  to  the  point  of  St.  Gilles  in 
Poitou.  At  length,  however,  in  the  beginning  of 
November,  the  Britifh  fquadron,  commanded  by 
Sir  Edward  Hav;ke,  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  and  Rear- 
Admiral  Geary,  were  driven  f^om  the  coaft  of  France 
by  flrefs  of  weather,  and  on  the  ninth  day  of  the 
mionth  anchored  in  Torbay.  The  French  Admiral, 
Conflans,  fnatched  this  opportunity  of  failing  from 
Breft,  with  one-and-twenty  lail  of  the  line  and  four 
frigates,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  deferoy  the  Eng- 
lifn  fquadron  commanded  by  Captain  Duff,  before 
the  large  feet  could  return  from  the  coail:  of  Eng- 
land. Sir  Edward  Flawke  having  received  intel- 
ligence that  the  French  fleet  had  failed  from  Brefl, 
immediately  flood  to  fea,  in  order  to  purine  them; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  the  government  iffued  orders 
for  guarding  all  thofe  parts  of  the  coaft  that  were 
thought  the  moil  expofed  to  a defeent.  T.he  land- 
forces  were  put  in  motion,  and  quartered  along  the 
fliore  of  Kent  and  Suffex  : all  the  fhips  of  war  in  the 
different  harbours,  even  thofe  that  had  juft  arrived 
from  America,  were  ordered  to  put  to  fea,  and  every 
ftep  was  taken  to  difconcert  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy. 

§ LL  While  thefe  meafures  were  taken  with  equal 
vigour  and  deliberation,  Sir  Edward  Haw4e  fleered 
his  courfe  direffly  for  Quiberon,  on  the  coaft  of 
Bretagne,  v/hich  he  fuppofed  w^ould  be  the  rendez- 
vouz  of  the  French  fquadron : but,  notwithftanding 
his  utmoft  efforts,  he  was  driven  by  a hard  gale 
confiderably  to  the  weftward,  where  he  was  joined 
by  two  frigates,  the  Maidftone  and  Coventry.  Thefe 
he  diredled  to  keep  a-head  of  the  fquadron.  The 
weather  growing  more  moderate,  the  former  made 
the  fignal  for  feeing  a fleet,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
November,  at  half  an  hour  paft  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  in  an  hour  afterwards  difeovered  them 
to  be  the  enemy’s  fquadron.  They  were  at  that  time 
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in  chafe  of  Captain  Duff’s  fquadron,  which  now 
joined  the  large  fleer,  after  having  run  fome  rifque 
of  being  taken.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who,  when 
the  Maidftone  gave  the  firft  notice,  had  formed  the 
line  a-breaft,  now  perceiving  that  the  French  Ad- 
miral endeavoured  to  efcape  with  all  the  fail  he  could 
carry,  threw  out  a fignal  for  feven  of  his  fnips  that 
were  neared  the  enemy  to  chafe,  and  endeavour  to 
detain  them,  until  they  could  be  re-enforced  by  the 
red  of  the  fquadron,  which  were  ordered  to  form 
into  a line  of  battle  a-head,  as  they  chafed,  that  no 
time  might  be  lod  in  the  purfuit.  Confidering  the 
roughnefs  of  the  weather,  which  was  extremely 
tempeduous ; the  nature  of  the  coad,  which  is  in. 
this  place  rendered  very  hazardous  by  a great  num- 
ber of  find -banks,  fhoals,  rocks,  and  ifiands,  as 
entirely  unknoVn  to  the  Britifh  failcrs,  as  they  were 
familiar  to  the  French  navigators;  the  dangers  of  a 
fhort  day,  dark  night,  and  lee-fliore ; it  required 
extraordinary  refolution  in  the  Englifi  Admiral  to 
attempt  hodilities  on  this  occafion  : but  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  deeled  with  the  integrity  and  fortitude  of 
his  own  heart,  animated  by  a warm  love  for  his 
country,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  importance 
of  the  dake  on  which  the  fafety  of  that  country  in 
a great  meafure  depended,  was  refolved  to  run  ex- 
traordinary rifques  in  his  endeavours  to  frudrate  at 
once  a beaded  fcheme  projedted  for  the  annoyance 
of  his  fellow  fubjecls.  With  refpedl  to  his  fhips  of 
the  line,  he  had  but  the  advantage  of  one  in  point 
of  number,  and  no  fuperiority  in  men  or  metal, 
confequently,  M.  de  Conflans  might  have  hazarded 
a fair  battle  on  the  open  fea,  without  any  imputa- 
tion of  temerity : but  he  thought  proper  to  plav  a 
more  artful  game,  though  it  did  not  fucceed  ac- 
cording to  his'expedation.  He  kept  his  feet  in  a 
body,  and  retired  clofe  in  fhore,  with  a view  to 
draw  the  Englifh  fquadron  among  the  flioals  and 
ifiands,  on  which  he  hoped  they  w^oukl  pay  dear  for 
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^ ^ rafhnefs  and  iinpetuofity,  while  he  and  his 

officers,  who  were  perfe6lly  acquainted  with  the  na- 
1759*  vigation,  could  either  flay,  and  take  advantage  of 
the  difafter,  or,  if  hard  prefTed,  retire  through 
channels  unknown  to  the  Britifh  pilots.  At  half  an 
hour  after  two  the  van  of  the  Engii fh  fleet  began  the 
' engagement  with  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Belleifle.  Every  lb  ip  as  Ibe  ad- 
vanced poured  in  a broadfide  on  the  llernmofl  of 
the  French,  and  bore  down  upon  their  van,  leaving 
the  rear  to  thofe  that  came  after.  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
in  the  Royal  George,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  guns, 
referved  his  fire  in  pafllng  through  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  and  ordered  his  mailer  to  bring  him  along- 
fide  of  the  French  Admiral,  who  commanded  in 
perfon  on  board  the  Soleil  Royal,  a fbip  mounted 
with  eighty  cannon,  and  provided  wnth  a compli- 
ment of  twelve  hundred  men.  When  the  pilot 
lot  remonftrated  that  he  could  not  obey  his  com- 
mand, without  the  mofl  imminent  rifque  of  run- 
ning upon  a Ihoal,  the  brave  veteran  replied,  “You 
“ have  done  your  duty  in  Ibowdng  the  danger;  now 
you  are  to  comply  wdth  my  order,  and  lay  me 
along-fide  the  Soleil  Royal.”  His  wifli  was  gra- 
tified ; the  Royal  George  ranged  up  with  the  French 
Admiral.  The  'Thefee,  another  large  fliip  of  the 
enemy,  running  up  betw'een  the  two  commanders, 
fuflained  the  fire  that  was  referved  for  the  Soleil 
Royal ; but  in  returning  the  firfl  broadfide  foundered, 
in  confequence  of  the  high  flea  that  entered  her 
lower  deck-ports,  and  filled  her  with  water.  Not-  . 
withftanding  the  boiflerous  weather,  a great  number 
of  blips  on  both  fides  fought  with  equal  fury  and 
dubious  fuccefs,  till  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
when  the  Formidable  ftruck  her  colours.  The  Su- 
perbe  fhared  the  fate  of  the  Thefee  in  going  to  the 
bottom.  The  Hero  hauled  down  her  colours  in 
token  of  fubmifiion,  and  dropped  anchor ; but  the 
wind  was  fo  high,  that  no  boat  could  be  fent  to  take. 
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pofTeflion.  By  this  time  day-light  began  to  fail,  c H A P- 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  French  fleet  cfcaped  un-  ^ ^ 

der  cover  of  the  darknefs.  Night  approaching,  the 
wind  blowing  with  augmented  violence  on  a lee-fhore, 
and  the  Britifli  fquadron  being  entangled  among  un- 
known flioals  and  iflands,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  made 
the  flgnal  for  anchoring  to  the  weftward  of  the  fmall 
ifland  Dumet ; and  here  the  fleet  remained  all  night 
in  a very  dangerous  riding,  alarmed  by  the  fury  of 
the  fliorin,  and  the  inceflTant  firing  of  guns  of  diftrefs, 
without  their  knowing  whether  it  proceeded  from 
friend  or  enemy.  The  Soleil  Royal  had,  under  fa- 
vour of  the  night,  anchored  alfo  in  the  midfl  of  the 
Britifli  fquadron  ; but  at  day-break  M.  de  Conflans 
ordered  her  cable  to  be  cut,  and  fhe  drove  a-fhore 
to  the  weftward  of  Crozie.  The  Englifli  Admiral 
immediately  made  fignal  to  the  EfTex  to  flip  cable, 
and  purfue  her ; and,  in  obeying  this  order,  fhe  ran 
unfortunately  on  a fand-bank  called  Lefour,  where 
the  Refolution,  another  fliip  of  the  Britifli  fquadron, 
was  already  grounded.  ' Here  they  were  both  irre- 
coverably loft,  in  fpite  of  all  the  alTiftance  that  could 
be  given : but  all  their  men,  and  part  of  their  ftores, 
were  faved,  and  the  wrecks  fet  on  fire  by  order  of 
the  Admiral.  He  likewife  detached  the  Portland, 
Chatham,  and  Vengeance  to  deftroy  the  Soleil 
Royal,  which  was  burned  by  her  own  people,  before 
the  Englifli  fliips  could  approach  ; but  they  arrived 
time  enough  to  reduce  the  Hero  to  aflies  on  the 
Lefour,  where  flie  had  been  alfo  ftranded ; and  the 
Jufte,  another  of  their  great  fhips,  periflied  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Loire.  The  Admiral,  perceiving  fe- 
ven  large  fliips  of  the  enemy  riding  at  anchor  be- 
tween Point  Penvas  and  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Vilaine,  made  the  fignal  to  weigh,  in  order  to  attack 
them,  but  the  fury  of  the  ftorm  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to  remain  at  anchor,  and 
even  order  the  top-gallant-mafts  to  be  ftruck.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  trench  fliips  being  lightened  of 
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their  cannorij  their  officers  took  advantage  of  the 
flood,  and  a more  moderate  gale  under  the  land,  to 
enter  the  Vilaine,  where  they  lay  within  half  a mile 
of  the  entrance,  protecled  by  fome  occafional  bat- 
teries eredted  on  the  fhore,  and  by  two  large  frigates 
moored  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  Thus 
they  were  effectually  fecured  from  any  attempts  of 
fmall  veffds ; and  as  for  large  ffiips,  there  w^as  not 
water  fufficient  to  float  them  within  fighting  diftance 
of  the  enemy.  On  the  whole,  this  battle,  in  which 
a very  inconfiderable  number  of  lives  was  loft,  may 
be  conftdered  as  one  of  the  moft  perilous  and  im- 
portant adlions  that  ever  happened  in  any  war  be- 
tween the  two  nations  5 for  it  not  only  defeated  the 
projeclcd  invafion,  which  had  hung  menacing  fo 
long  over  the  apprehenfions  of  Great-Britain ; but 
it  gave  the  finiffiing  blow  to  the  naval  power  of 
France,  which  was  totally  difabled  from  undertaking 
any  thing  of  confeqgence  in  the  fequel^'.  By  this 
time,  indeed,  Thurot  had  efcaped  from  Dunkirk, 
and  diredled  his  courfe  to  the  Nerth-Sea,  whither 
he  was  followed  by  Commodore  Boys,  who  never- 
thelefs  Vv^as  difappointed  in  his  purfiiit ; but  the  fate 
of  that  enterurifing  adventurer  falls  under  the  annals 
of  the  enfuingyear,  among  the  tranfadions  of  which 
it  ffiall  be  recorded.  As  for  Sir  Edward  Flawke,  he 
continued^  cruinng  off  the  coaft  of  Bretagne  for  a 
confiderable  time  after  the  vidlory  he  had  obtained, 
taking  particular  care  to  block  up  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Vfflaine,  that  the  feven  French  fliips  might  not 
efcape  and  join  M.  Conflans,  who  made  fhift  to  reach 
Rochefort  with  the  fhattered  remains  of  his  fqua- 
dron.  Indeed,  this  fervice  became  fuch  a confider- 

able 

* During  this  war,  the  Engllfli  had  already  taken  and  deHroyed 
twenty-ievtn  French  /hips  or  the  line,  and  thirty-one  irigates  : two 
oF  their  great  /hips  and  four  frigates  ptri/hed  ; fo  that  their  whole 
Infs,  in  tliis  particular,  amounted  to  fix ty- four  ; whereas,  the  lofs  of 
Great- Bi  itain  did  not  excef-d  fevm  I'ail  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates. 
It  may  be  eafily  conceived  how  the  French  marine,  at  fird  greatly  in- 
fciior  to  the  naval  power  of  Britain,  mull  have  been  affe»5led  by  this 
rireadful  balance  lo  its  prejudice. 
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able  obje^l  in  the  eyes  of  the  Britifh  minlftry,  that  c H A ?. 
a large  fleet  was  maintained  upon  this  coafl,  appa- 
rently  for  no  other  purpofe,  during  a whole  year,  ,7^^, 
and,  after  all,  the  enemy  eluded  their  vigilance. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  undergone  a long  and 
dangerous  conflid  with  tempeftuous  weather,  was  at 
length  recalled,  and  prefented  to  his  Sovereign,  who 
gratified  him  with  a confiderable  penfion,  for  the 
courage  and  conduct  he  had  fo  often  and  fo  long 
difpiayed  in  the  fervice  of  his  country  j and  his  ex- 
traordinary merit  was  afterwards  honoured  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Parliament.  The  people  of 
France  were  fo  difpirited  by  the  defeat  of  their  army 
at  Minden,  and  the  difafter  of  their  fquadron  at  La- 
gos, that  the  miniftry  of  Verfailles  thought  proper 
to  conceal  the  extent  of  their  laft  misfortune  under  a 
palliating  detail  publidied  in  the  Gazette  of  Paris, 
as  a letter  from  M.  Conflans  to  the  Count  de  St. 
Florentin,  Secretary  of  the  marine.  In  this  partial 
mifreprefentation  their  Admiral  was  made  to  affirm, 
that  the  Britifli  fleet  confided  of  forty  fliips  of  the 
line  of  battle,  befides  frigates ; that  the  Soleil  Royal 
had  obliged  the  Royal  George  to  ffieer  off';  that 
the  feven  fnips  which  retreated  into  the  river  Vilaine 
had  received  very  little  dam.age,  and  w'ould  be  foon 
repaired  ; and  that,  by  the  junaion  of  Bompart’s 
fquadron,  he  fhould  be  foon  able  to  give  a good  ac- 
count of  the  Englifli  Admiral.  Thefe  turuid  affier- 
tions,  fo  void  of  truth,  are  not  to  be  imputed  to  an 
illiberal  fpirit  of  vain  glory,  fo  much  as  to  a poli- 
tical defign  of  extenuating  the  national  calamity, 
and  fupporting  the  fpirit  of  the  people. 

§ LII.  The  alarm  of  the  French  invafion,  wTIcIi 
was  thus  fo  happily  frudrated,  not  only  didurbed 
the  quiet  of  Great-Britain,  but  alfo  diffufed  it- 
felf  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  where  it  was  pro- 
dudive  of  lome  publick  diforder.  In  the  latter 
end  of  October,  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
affembled  at  Dublin,  received  a formal  meffage 
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BOOK  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
that  kingdom,  to  the  following  effed : That,  by 
a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  written  by 
his  Majefty’s  exprefs  command,  it  appeared  that 
France,  far  from  refigning  her  plan  of  invafion,  on 
account  of  the  difafter  that  befel  her  Toulon  fqua- 
dron,  was  more  and  more  confirmed  in  her  purpofe, 
and  even  inftigated  by  defpair  icfelf,  to  attempt,  at 
all  hazards,  the  only  refource  fhe  feemed  to  have 
left  for  thwarting,  by  a diveiTion  at  home,  the 
meafures  of  England  abroad  in  profecuting  a war 
which  hitherto  opened,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  fo 
unfavourable  a profped  to  the  views  of  French  am- 
bition : that  in  cafe  the  body  of  French  troops, 
amounting  to  eighteen  thoufand  men,  under  the 
command  of  the  Due  d’Aiguillon,  aflembled  at 
Vannes,  where  alfo  a fufficient  number  of  tranfports 
was  prepared,  fhould  be  able  to  elude  the  Britilh 
fquadron,  Ireland  would,  in  all  probability,  be  one 
of  their  chief  objeds;  his  grace  thought  it,  there- 
fore, incumbent  upon  him,  in  a matter  of  fuch  high 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  that  kingdom,  to 
communicate  this  intelligence  to  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
ment. He  told  them,  his  Majefty  would  make  no 
doubt  but  that  the  zeal  of  his  faithful  Proteftant 
fubjeds  in  that  kingdom,  had  been  already  fuffici- 
ently  quickened  by  the  repeated  accounts  received 
of  the  enemy’s  dangerous  defigns,  and  adual  prepa- 
rations made,  at  a vaft  expence,  in  order  to  invade 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  Britifli  dominions.  He  gave 
them  to  underftand  he  had  received  his  Sovereign’s 
commands,  to  ufe  his  utmofl:  endeavours  to  animate 
and  excite  his  loyal  people  of  Ireland  to  exert  their 
well-known  zeal  and  fpirit  in  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s 
government,  and  in  defence  of  all  that  was  dear  to 
them,  by  timely  preparation  to  refill  and  fruftrate 
any  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  diflurb  the  quiet  and 
fliake  the  fecurity  of  this  kingdom : he,  therefore, 
in  the  flrongeft  manner,  recommended  it  to  them 
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to  manifefl,  upon  this  occafion,  that  zeal  for  the  C I^A  p. 
prefent  happy  eftablifhmenr,  and  that  affedlion  for  ' j 
his  Majefly’s  perfon  and  government,  by  which  the  ,739. 
i^arliament  of  that  nation  had  been  fo  often  diftin- 
guifhed.  Immediately  after  this  melTage  was  com- 
municated, the  Houfe  of  Commons  unanimoufly 
refolved  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
thanking  his  Grace  for  the  care  arid  concern  he  had 
Oiown  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland,  in  having  imparted 
intelligence  of  fo  great  importance  ; defiring  him  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  means  as  fhould  appear  to  him  the 
moft  efFedual  for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  the 
kingdom ; and  affuring  him,  that  the  Houfe  would 
make  good  whatever  expence  fhould  be  neceffarily 
incurred  for  that  purpofe.  This  intimation,  and  the 
fteps  that  were  taken  in  confequence  of  it  for  the 
defence  of  Ireland,  produced  fuch  apprehenfions  and 
diftradion  among  the  people  of  that  kingdom,  as 
had  well  nigh  proved  fatal  to  the  publick  credit.  In 
the  tirft  tranfports  of  popular  fear,  there  was  fuch 
an  extraordinary  run  upon  the  banks  of  Dublin,  that 
feveral  confiderable  bankers  were  obliged  to  flop 
payment ; and  the  circulation  was  in  danger  of  be- 
ing fuddenly  ftagnated,  when  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
the  members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  the 
lord-mayor,  aldermen,  merchants,  and  principal 
traders  of  Dublin,  engaged  in  an  alTociation  to  fup- 
port  publick  credit,  by  taking  the  notes  of  bankers 
in  payment  1 a refolution  which  effedually  anfwered 
the  purpofe  intended. 

§ LIII.  Plowfoever  the  court  of  Verfailles  mio-ht 
have  flattered  itfelf  that  their  invading  army  would 
in  Ireland  be  joined  by  a great  number  of  the  na- 
tives, in  all  probability  it  would  have  been  difap- 
pointed  in  this  hope,  had  their  purpofed  defcent 
even  been  carried  into  execution,  for  no  figns  of 
difaffeaion  to  the  reigning  family  appeared  at  this 
jundure.  On  the  contrary,  the  wealthy  individuals 
ot  Che  Romifh  perfuafion  offered  to  accommodate 
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book  the  government  with  large  fums  of  imoncy,  in  cafe 
of  neceffity,  to  lupport  the  prefent  cftabliihiment 
againft  all  its  enemies;  and  the  Roman  Catholicks 
of  the  city  of  Cork,  in  a body,  prefented  an  addrefs 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  exprelling  their  loyalty  in 
the  warmed:  terms  of  afliirance.  After  having  con- 
gratulated his  Grace  on  the  unparalleled  fucceires 
which  had  attended  his  Majefty’s  arms,  and  ex- 
prelTed  their  fenfe  of  the  King’s  paternal  tendernefs 
for  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  they  acknowledged, 
with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  gratitude,  that  protection 
and  indulgence  they  had  enjoyed  under  his  Majedy’s 
mild  and  aufpicious  reign.  They  profeffed  the 
warmeft  indignation  at  the  threatened  invafion  of 
the  kingdom,  by  an  enemy,  who,  grown  defperate 
from  repeated  defeats,  might  poffibly  make  that 
attempt  as  a laft  effort,  vainly  flattered  with  the 
imaginary  hope  of  aflaflance  in  Ireland,  from  the 
former  attachments  of  their  deluded  predeceflbrs. 
They  afllired  his  Grace,  in  the  mofl:  folemn  man- 
ner, that  I'ucli  fchemes  were  altogether  inconflllent 
with  their  principles  and  intentions : that  they  would, 
to  the  utmiod  exertion  of  their  abilities,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  join  in  the  defence  and  fupport 
of  his  Majeily’s  royal  perfon  and  government  againft 
all  invaders  VvEatfoever : that  they  fhould  be  always 
ready  to  concur  in  fuch  meafures,  and  to  a6l  fuch 
parts  in  defence  of  the  kingdom,  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedls,  as  his  Grace  in  his 
great  wifdom  flaould  be  pleafed  to  appoint ; and 
think  themfelves  particularly  happy  to  be  under  the 
diredlion  and  command  of  fo  known  an  alTertor  of 
liberty,  fuch  an  important  and  diftinguifhed  go- 
vernor. Finally,  they  exprelTed  the  moft  earneft 
wifi),  that  his  Majefty’s  arms  might  be  crowned 
with  fuch  a continuance  of  fuccefs,  as  Ihould  enable 
him  to  defeat  the  devices  of  all  his  enemies,  and 
obtain  a fpeedy  and  honourable  peace.  This  cor- 
dla.1  addjefs,  which  was  tranfmitced  to  the  Earl  of 
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Shannon,  and  by  him  prefented  to  the  Duke  of  ch  ap. 
Bedford,  muft  have  been  very  agreeable  to ^the  go-  , 
vernment  at  fuch  a critical  conjunclure,  i7S9» 

^ LIV.  Although  no  traces  of  difaffe6llon  to  his 
Maiefty’s  family  appeared  on  this  trying  occafion,  it 
mull:  nevcrthelefs  be  acknowledged  that  a fpirit  of 
diffatisfadion  broke  out  with  extraordinary  violence 
among  the  populace  of  Dublin.  The  prefent  Lord- 
Lieutenant  was  not  remarkably  popular  in  his  admi-  • 
niftration.  He  had  bellowed  one  place  of  confider- 
able  importance  upon  a gentleman  whofe  perfon  was 
obnoxious  to  many  people  in  that  kingdom,  and 
perhaps  failed  in  that  affability  and  condefcenfion 
which  a free  and  ferocious  nation  expedls  to  find  in 
the  chara6lerof  him  to  whofe  rule  they  arc  fubjecffed. 

Whether  the  offence  taken  at  his  deportment  liad 
created  enemies  to  his  perfon;  or  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral began  to  entertain  doubts  and  jealoufies  of  the 
government’s  defigns  ; certain  it  is,  great  pains  were 
taken  to  propagate  a belief  among  the  lower  fort  of 
people,  that  an  union  would  foon  be  effedled  between 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland;  in  which  cafe  this  laff 
kingdom  would  be  deprived  of  its  Parliament  and 
independency,  and  be  fubjedled  to  the  fame  taxes 
that  are  levied  upon  the  people  of  England.  This 
notion  inflamed  the  populace  to  fuch  a degree,  that 
they  affembled  in  a prodigious  multitude,  broke 
into  the  Houfe  of  Lords-,  infulted  the  Peers,  feated 
an  old  woman  on  the  throne,  and  fearched  for  the 
journals,  which,  had  they  been  found,  they  would 
have  committed  to  the  flames.  Not  content  with 
this  outrage,  they  compelled  the  members  of  both 
Houfes,  whom  they  met  in  the  ftreets,  to  take  an 
oath  that  they  would  never  confent  to  fuch  an  union, 
or  give  any  vote  contrary  to  the  true  intereft  of  Ire- 
land. Divers  coaches  belonging  to  obnoxious  per- 
fons  were  deftroyed,  and  their  horfes  killed ; and  a 
gibbet  was  ereded  for  one  gentleman  in  particular, 
who  narrowly  efcaped  the  ungovernable  rage  of  thofe 
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BOOK  riotous  infurgents.  A body  of  horfe  and  infantry 

' were  drawn  out  on  this  occafion,  in  order  to  over- 

awe  the  multitude,  which  at  night  difperfed  of  itfelf. 
Next  day  addrefles  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  were 
agreed  to  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  a com- 
mittee of  enquiry  appointed,  that  the  ringleaders  of 
the  tumult  might  be  difcovered,  and  brought  to 
condign  punifhment. 

§ LV.  When  the  miniftry  of  England  received 
the  firft  advice,  that  M.  Thurot  had  efcaped  from 
Dunkirk  with  a fmall  fquadron  of  armed  fiiips,  hav- 
ing on  board  a body  of  land-troops,  defigned  for  a 
private  expedition  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland  or  Ire- 
land, exprefles  were  immediately  difpatched  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  forces  in  North-Britain, 
with  orders  to  put  the  forts  along  the  coaft  of  that 
kingdom  in  the  belt  pofture  of  defence  ; and  to  hold 
every  thing  in  readinefs  to  repel  the  enemy,  in  cafe 
they  fliould  attempt  a defcent.  In  confequence  of 
thefe  inftru6lions,  beacons  were  eredled  for  the  im- 
mediate communication  of  intelligence  j places  of 
rendezvous  appointed  for  the  regular  troops  and 
militia ; and  Ilridb  orders  iffued  that  no  officer  ffiould 
abfent  himfclf  from  his  duty,  on  any  pretence  what- 
ever. I'he  greateft  encomium  that  can  be  given  to 
the  character  of  this  partizan,  is  an  account  of  the 
alarm  which  the  failing  of  his  puny  armament  fpread 
through  the  whole  extent  of  fuch  a powerful  kingdom, 
whofe  fleets  covered  the  ocean.  Perhaps  Thurot’s 
career  would  have  been  fooner  flopped,  had  Com- 
modore Boys  been  vidlualled  for  a longer  cruife ; 
but  this  commander  was  obliged  to  put  into  Leith 
for  a fupply  of  provifions,  at  the  very  time  when 
Thurot  was  leen  hovering  on  the  coaft  near  Aber- 
deen ; and  before  the  Englifli  fquadron  was  provided 
for  a profecution  of  the  cruize,  the  other  had  taken 
flielter  at  Gottenburg,  in  Sweden. 


END  OF  VOL.  IV. 
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